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IHE FIXANCESOF MEXICO

| <ECRETA R V FOS TER OX

THEIR REHABILITATION.

EABLE
MANAGEMENT OF AFFAIRS

gT PRESIDENT DIAZHAS BROUGHT

AN ERA OF NATIONAL

PROSPERITY.

WITH A SYMPATHETIC WORD FOR SMALL

NATIONALITIES WHOSE DAT

HAS NOT PASSED.

The Hague. February 8.
It was one of Mr. Gladstone's theories that

civilization was promoted by the development of
small nationalities. The trend of current
thought is in the contrary direction, and the
utility of weak and defenceless countries like
Greece. via. Bulgaria, Portugal, Denmark,
Belgium and Holland is questioned with cool
cynicism. Itis urged by men in diplomacy that
the day for small countries has passed, and
that it willbe a great gain for the world's prog-
ress when feeble nationalities are absorbed by
governments with superior resources for politi-

teat, and for the rehabilitation of the foreign
credit and the public debt.

THE PUBLIC DEBT.
This latter work has been most successfully

carried out. Prom the earliest days of Inde-
pendence the public foreign debt has been a
fruitful source of embarrassment and shame for
the Mexicans. In ISSS loans were effected in
London for fL*o,ooo,o< >0. and only a few years
elapsed before the recurring revolutions forced
default in interest, and for years this debt re-
mained nominally of no value. In ISSI the
creditors had to accept a refunding,, with loss of
accrued interest and reduction of the rate, but
this proved only a temporary expedient. New
foreign debts to English. French and Spanish
subjects were increased, only to be soon de-
faulted or repudiated. This latter action
brought on the tripartite intervention of ISGL
¦which led to the Maximilian empire. The situa-
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and as a Court function it was admirably con- ,
ducted and costumed. The Court at The Hague

Is unpretentious rather than luxurious, but it

Is not without the pomp ana glory of State and

the niceties and refinements of etiquette. The
officials had mastered every detail of a complex

ceremonial, and royalty commanded respect by

Its talent for organization and by its stateli-

ness. The Queen was as much at home among

her royal guests in palace or church as she was
among her devoted Dutch subjects; and the

radiance of youthful grace and womanly happi-

ness lent a glamour to the courtly ceremonials.
The sovereign was as simple and unaffected in

her delight over her wedding presents, in her
appreciation of tokens of affection and remem-
brance from her poorest and humblest subjects.

and in her enjoyment of every scene of the mar-
riage carnival, as were th" rollicking throngs in
the streets in their light hearted romping and
merrymaking. The sincerity of the Queen and
the homely virtues of the- Dutch people shone
through the Court pageants and the holiday
merrymaking.

A final word ought to be added in praise of
the admirable arrangements made at Th- Hague

for mlnisterins to th<» comfort and convenience
of journalists. Foreign correspondents in Lon-
don are compelled tn shift for themselves when
there are Jubilee parades and public functions
of unwonted pomp and splendor. The Admi-
ralty provides a press boat when there i*a naval
review at Spithead. and the Police Commission-
ers Ishcs special passes when there is a military
parade, but otherwise no facilities or courtesies
are «>ver offered to foreign jotimart»t!i, through
whose eyea hundreds of thousands of readers
have to set? stately pageants and impressive
ceremonial*. The inhospitaiity of London is in
marked contrast with the generous provision
made by Continental capitals for the profes-
sional labors of foreign correspondents. At The
Hague, as three years ago at Amsterdam, a well
equipped rlubhouse was placed at the disposal

of journalists, and their work was facilitated by
a joint committee from both cities. Mr. Jacques
Deen was the chief organizer on both occasions,
and his admirable work was gratefully appreci-
ated by his foreign cotleacxses. I.N. F.

Iam not attempting to Justify Dutch hostility
to England, but merely to explain it as the
natural result of the isolation of a country

which Is encompassed with powerful nations
and is in dread of ultimate annexation by Ger-
many. as the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State were In South Africa, so is Holland In
Europe

—
a little country overshadowed by the

power of an Empire; and the fate which is
slowly and Inevltahlv overwhelming the Boers
may ultimately bring to a close the glorious
record of the Netherlands as a separate na-
tionalltj

There is. however. on» distinction which th?
Dutch ought to make tn justice to themselves.
Th»*y hay» earned th-* right to exist as a sep-
arate nation by their heroic traditions, their
prartira! wisdom in the government "f colonial
possessions; and their devotion to literature, art

Rnd the r-nr-ing graces of <ivilization. Th»
Boers haw carried to South Africa with th°ir
religion the harder traits of Dutch character,

and have shown less flexibility In the govern-
ment of subject races; and they have not

r»r"-meil to have the artistic strain which goes

with th>- blood In Europe. Dutch independence

has been a great kjllz\ not or.ly for religion,
morality and civilization, but also for art: and
the !i»kh of nationality In the Netherlands would
>>c a calamity from many points of view.

Holland has. Indeed, provided during the last
week an object lesson in the essential virtues
•if a small but robust and home loving nation.
Th- marriage carnival Ihave described from
day to day Incable letters, and it is only neces-
sary to add at this time a few general impres-
sions of a hearty and beautiful fete. The Dutch
people have shown their affection for their
youthful Queen with characteristic simplicity

and homely sincerity. They have decorated

A PHYSICIAN SATS THERE 13 NO CONNKCTION BE-

TWEEN DOTUTsOnu AND APPENDICITIS.
A prominent physician said yes-terday that he dii

not igrte with optnlor.s 'xpr««fi! in the
—

per

IV.

City of Mexico. January 23.
The most conspicuous evidence of the good

f£ect» of the management of affairs by Presi-
dent Diaz is *een in the financial condition of

the country, both official and private. When he

assumed control the financial condition could
jsardly have boes more desperate. The revenues

of th- Government since the re-establishment of

the repu^l'1-'1-' had almost constantly shown a def-
icjt. The public creditors, domestic and for-
eign. were unsatisfied. For many years the in-

terest on the foreign debt had been defaulted.
It*bonds had no value at home or abroad, and

%
-
pr, not quoted in the money markets of a

jjnp city of the world. There were a few pri-

vate bar.ks in the capital. Vut no banking pyfi-

tcra existed in th<* republic. As a consequence,

•nd because of the risks of communication, ex-
-hange between the 'iifferent cities of the coun-
try was very high, standing at 5 to S, and some-

times 10. per cert. Although the revenues barely

reached KSQI.OOO,OOO annually, it was very diffl-

cult to collect the taxes, en account of the slug-

pish condition of commerce and industries.
The rigidenforcement of peace and security by

Genera! Dies soon bt-gan to bear fruit in a

mark Improvement ir. financial affairs. The

Government early felt its effects in. first, a
gradual, and finally a rapid, Increase in its rev-
enues. Ido not propose ir. these letters to con-
found the reader \v:th lor.g tables of figures,

m'hich are the usua! accompaniments of the dls-

russion of financial and commercial questions.

It willbe sufficient to state that the revenues,
whirr before had be- n barely $20,000,000 an-
nual. soon doubled, thro trebled, and within

ten years had increased more than sixfold,
reaching as high as -

--M. <mm.
This marvellous increase had it« natural effect

upon the policy of the Government. First, It

enabled it to extend Hf aid toward greatly

needed public itnjiroverrtT.ts. It not only grant- :
fd concessions to an extensive system of rail-
roads, but it also contracted to pay 'he diHertnt
rompar.ifs liberal subsidies, without which it

'
trould have been Iznpossible for most of them
to be built. Tt also entered upon an expensive
system cf harbor improvements at Vera Cruz.
Tampico and other p :rts. ::i en-iiuragement of |

remmeree. It made ;h<- long needrd drainage
cf the Valley of Mexico a success. Every de-
partment of administration felt its whole- ,
«oire offerts— thv postofficc and telegraph ser-
vice, Govf-rrmrnt buildings, the schools, th*
my ar.d the navy.

REVISION OF TAXATION.

Th'.s increiv»e in th? revenue, also enabled the
rjoverrTTSP-t to take another important step, to
;'.it, the adoption of ;i oompieta rrvislon cf the

*?*tem of taxation. Heretofore It had been tfce
practice of the Government to rely upon the im- .
per", and export duties for the greater portion
of its revenues. A new tariff was adopted which.
xvhile it preserved the protective system, was
much less burdensome to foreign commerce, and
•bolifhed almost all the export duties on Mexi-
can products shipped abroad. A system of in-
ternal taxation was ad'Tted which made the
levies much more erjual in their effects, but the
general result was a larpf reduction in taxation.

This era of financial prosperity put ii Into the
power of the President to remove a grievous

burditn upou conmpr™ which •.:: long been
the dream of progressive Mexican rulers, the
abolition of the •'alcal'alas." a system of taxa-

tion whereby duties wer» collected on products

and merchandise passing from one State '. an-
ether It had been declared abolished by the
liberal constitution of I*."?. but the poverty of

j<«e. T\e-> i.'MAVTOnt-
THI ROYAI. KKSIDENTE AT WIO, MUUAJki

read in Paris on Wednesday before the Academy
of Medicine by Dr. Lucas < 'h;impionmere. which at-
tempted to prove that one of the common causes
of appendicitis lithe grip, or influenza.

It only goes to show that every physician has
his hobby." the physician said. "In my experience
the appearance of an epidemic of grip with, or
closely followe-l by, an appendicitis epidemic is

purely ,i coincidence. In most cases one sickness
has been hastened hy the weakness caused by the
other. Ido not think one directly brings on the
other. Neither do Ibelieve that appendicitis is a
localization of the grip affecting the intestines.
Many operations within my knowledge nave been
mile simply on supposition Appendicitis Is not
nearly so general as the majority of people imag-
ine. The statement that hundreds of grip cases inPhiladelphia were attended or followed by more or
It-ss serious attacks of appendicitis U absurd."

GIRL WILL PROBABLY DIE FROM BURS?.

the state Treasuries had heretofore made it im-
possible of realization. The abounding prosper-
ity of the Dias regime had extended to all" the
States, and in l'Swi the "alcabalas" reased to
exist. And with them has disappeared another
mcdi.' revenue annoyance, the "octroi'
taxes, collected at th«» city gates on all articles
of consumption entering the city, a system still
hi force in many of the countries of Europe. «

The redaction made in the various branches
°f taxation lia> largely diminished th» receipts
of the national treasury, having brought them
down to about iwS.«UO.4M annually, but this
sum prows more than sufficient for all the cur-
rent needs of the public service, as at the end
of each fiscal year a considerable- balance re-
¦¦ains sui Ject to appropriation for special pur-
poses.

This financial revival ught upon the ad-
dnistraUve departments multiplied work and
new problems to solve, and President Diaz sorely
•ek the ceed of a man of business capacity, of
thorough uprightness of character, and Indus-
"T.for the jMjrtfiiiKiof Secretary of Finance.
«nd he was most fortunate In his ultimate
choice. Joee Tves Llmantour is a gentleman of
•••¦cc and inherited wealth, to which he has
largely added by bis skilful business manage-
°»«it. He had no ta«e for political life, and
•hea th» call came to him to accept this post
•c wia reluctant to d) so. and only ylt-Ided
*rom a high sense of patriotic duty. To him
"nalnly I*the President indebted for the splen-

, O« success which has attended the n.-organ!za-
,"°*> ot the taxation methods juat mentioned, for

¦ »A« establishment or a u,eljcrdere( jbankW «v«-
t »

FAMILY ESCAPES IST RrSHINV, THROUGH A FIRS 1

IN A SHOP

Marie Hc*>rick. fifteen years old. a servant, was
fatally burned at S:l3 o'clock yesterday morning
by the explosion of a can of kerosene with which ,
she was attempting to light a tire. The girl was
employed by Nathan Sherr. a tailor, on the ground j
floor of No. '£& Delan.ey-it. She was lighting the j
stove in the tailor shop. The fire did not draw
well, and she poured kerosene on tt.

The girl was a flaming torch In a moment, and
with agonized shrieks she ran to the street. Will-
lam Kennedy, of No. -J Mans-ln-st.. a fireman, who :
m passing, wrapped her in his overcoat and ex- :
tinguished ihi- flames. The girl was taken to Gou-
verneur Hospital Ina dying condition,

Sherr, who was in a rear room, grabbed a child
in each arm. and. pushing hU wife in front of him,
got to the street safely, the four .escaping with a
few slntfed ringers and loss of hair. A panic fol-
lowed among th« other tenants.

their streets with artistic refinement and per-
fection of taste. In every thoroughfare there
were harmonious blendlngs of the national
colors hung out against the murky sky. and the
predominating tone of orange was softened and
mellowed by a profuse us* of evergreens fes-
tooned along the street fronts and over the
roadways. The bridal route from the palace
to the church was marked by white columns,
with graceful latticed sides, ornamented with
sprays of white roses and orange blossoms,

festoons connecting them above the roadway.

There was exquisite taste in the street decora-
tions, without the inharmonious Jumble of colors
and lack of ingenuity displayed on festive occa-
sions In London. Having adorned their streets
for the wedding fete, the Queen's subjects sum-
moned their musicians and choruses and sere-
naded her by daylight and torchlight; and night

after night there wu a rollicking carnival of
Innocent gayety and good humor. Everything

was done with unaffected simplicity and demo-
cratic heartiness: and Ifthere were no effusive
displays of loyalty there was practical evi-
dence that the people understood and loved their
Queen, and that their hearts were touched by
the happiness which ha.l come to her in her
marriage. The royal romance was the beautiful
Idyl of a prosaic and thrifty nation

There was. moreover, no lack of either dignity
or .«tateliness In the Court functions. The wed-
ding procession was a brilliant cavalcade, well
horsed and handsomely liveried, moving between
military lines excellently ordered. The spectacle
In the church was full of splendors of color
which left nothing to be desired and gratified
every artistic sense. Itwas stately, yet simple.

A NEW ORGANIZATION FOR TH» PROTEC-

TION OF ITS MEMBERS AND OB*

THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

Learning that a union had been formed by th*
leading humorists of New-York, and th.it It was
the intention to extend it over the country, a re--
porter of The Tribune endejyuriHt to ascertain the
details of Dm plan for tire information of the pub*
lie. H» applied first to the president of tile union.
John Oidcaatle ra:3taff. whom he found in a cm»
on the East Side.

"Sit here withme." said Mr. r*i!staff. "and. host.
bringus a cup of sack, finely brewed. Thou seyest
true, mad wag; we have a union. And 'tis for this:
Thou knowest how musty are the jokes that g^»

about. Odds fthej smell to heaven, they are so
stale We'll none or them. He that cannot make
new jests shall make ann«. And those that be

—
m

are for the mo-it part 30 poor that they're not worth,

the hearlnc. Go to! We'll none of them, neither.

But thou. sweet wag. Thou couldst make bravo
new jests, and thou ->rialt Join us—nay. but thou
must. We'll make the world merrier with our pretty

wit. and those that crack old jokes we'll crack
their pates across*. How jumps it wttn thy humor?
Now no more: but pledge me ia this cup el sack."

The vice-president of the union. Marcus Aureliua
Tapley, was equally enthusiastic about the organi-
zation, but for a different reason. He said: ""Why.
you see. sir. lt'» like this. Life was too easy for
us a*got good pay. Now we'll support the humorists
that's out of work, and we'll 'aye strikes when the
hetUtors won't print our jokes, or when they prints
jokes wh.u ain't union-made, and there'll be no end
of trouble, .mil I"opes as Til "aye a chawnce to

come out st.-on* and be jollyunder ilirtlcultiea. It
want no cretlit to a humorist to be jolly the old
way; now we'll have plenty of trouble and It'llbe
aome credit."

The reporter was somewhat discouraged by these
accounts, which seecaeil to have more of enthu-
siasm than of information about them, but he was
fortunately able to find the secretary of the union.
who requested ¦ -..it his name should not be men-
tioned, as he waa a practical working humorisf.
and the fact that he- was a leader In the union, if
itshould become known to his employers, might In-
jure htm.

"What you have heard is all true." he said. "We
are going to do all the things that moat unions
do, and we are also to nave a benefit fund, to

take care of aged and imbecile humorists and dys-
peptics. Those are the dangers of humorist*, yen

know. People insist on invltin? them to dinners.
If it wasn't fT dinners humorists might live as
long as anybo«!y. but m it is. the insurance com-
panies are getting shy of taking risks on them.
But numi>rists are such srood company that peo-
ple will ask them to dinner, ar.d then they are ex-
pected to glitter. Now it uses up a constitution to
work for a livingall Jay and then slitter all night.
The renson why the stars last so Ion? is that they
do nothing in the daytime, and they never make
any exception. Nobody #ver says to the Great
Bear. 'Iam going to have just a. few friends at a
lawn party next Thursday afternoon, and Iknow
you would enjoy meeting them, and you must come
and dance and do some of those tricks of yours

th.it are so funny." And besides the wear of being
funny all day and all night, there is the damage
done by the dinners themselves, which humortats
are always t«mri' to eat. when they are asked,
instead of comin-.- late, because humort3ta are al-
most always Door.

Hut the work of the union which willbenefit the
whole community most will ':>*• the ilet--nminln«
of just what is funny and what isn't. There willbe no cheap repartee. Anybody who thinks of whathe regards as a funny reply will submit It to the
Central Committee, and ifit is approved it willbeput on th- accepted list. This list will be printed
and sent to every member every week. Then eachmember can learn as many of th- jokes as he is
able and use them waenever ne gets a chance butno joke must be used from a list more than i
month old. Thus the public will always have good
jokes, and new ones. A fine for the benefit of theImbecile and dyspeptic fund will be Imposed onanybody who uses a joke which la not on a current

"Another great benefit will be that no humoristwill be compelled to writ.-a funny story on a rahject which does not appeal to. him as funny Per-haps you do not know that many of the had a;-
t«mpts at humor the fault of th* editor andnot of 'he humorist. The editor chances on somesubject which, he think* has possibilities of humorin it. He Plves the subject to one of th« humoristson his staff and orders him to write a funny storyabout it. Now. it often happens that th« humorist
>-in< an expert, sees at once that the subject Ieana
funny at all. but he dares not refit** to write (M
story, so he does his best, usually pretty bad. an*
the readers of the paper are the victims.

"Now. under our rules, when an editor proposes asubject tn tiiat way It must be referred tlrst to th#
Central Committee, and the committee decides
whether the subject is a funny on*or not. Ifit 'a
not. the humorist ie not permitted to write on It.
and the refusal falls on the committee and not on
him. If the committee decides that it is funny,
then the humorist must wrlie on It or take theconsequences, and Ifhe falls he has no appeal."

"And do«» the union 'work entirely smoothly andharmoniously thus far."*
"It .!o»s except for one thins. Some of the humor-

ists • - .-,..-. --. ilt-«'ply hurt when the
committee dec-Ides thaf their jukes :»re not funny.
The entire committee las been tliseharsed and a
new one elected at every meeting- which the union
has held thus far, and • several hundred of the
original members of the union have reslsjrmt on
account of the committee's decisions. If the union
is not entirely broken up In this way it hsis •

great19 v"iniLMw*j w»v^^*» *••> *** w ix^f 4^ Bsa* a ¦'^
**

future" .-jaiM HBMI
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picture of what his own lot would be Ifhis
country were invaded and despoiled of its Inde-
pendence by the powerful nations surrounding
It. It is because he knows how helpless the
Netherlands would be ifexposed to attack by
Germany or France that his resentment has
been enkindled by the campaign in the Trans-
vaal. He is neither Just nor impartial in his
judgment respecting the causes of, the war and
the motives which have directed the course of
the British Government; he is a passionate par-
tisan of the Boers, and so intense is his faith
that they are invincible that he is prepared to
accept as oracular Bismarck's reputed predic-
tion that Englard would find in South Africa
the grave of empire. He considers the con-
quest of the two Dutch republics as impossible
as. the subjugation of the Netherlands was when
the resources of the Spanish Empire were pow-
erless to rash a small but liberty lovingprov-
ince.

tion was most deplorable when Diaz came into
power, but the financial improvement which he
inaugurated soon began to create confidence
among European capitalists, and the rapidly
growing revenues finally enabled the Secretary
of Finance to re-establish the Government credit
abroad. By the year Hi he had succeeded in
consolidating all the discredited foreign lndebt-
?-dness of every character whose legitimacy
could be established, and Issuing therefor new
gold bonds bearing <» per cent interest, and from
that date th» Treasury has not failed to pay
the interest promptly. This action, with the
continued improvement of the flnarces. placed
these nde at a premium of I<>2'-j in London,

and advances wer*- mad.» to the Government by
leading foreign bankers to convert the foreign
gold bearing debt into a new loan at ." per cent
interest, and this transaction wis consummated
last >••'"' bonds being taken by three reputa-

ble har.king house? of Berlin, London an • New-
York. The entire foreign Indebtedness of Mcx-
In is. therefore, now represented by a single 3
per cent gold loan, with coupons payable ir. the
th»-e» cities Just named, amounting to .11"--
178,000

This was accepted as a grrat triumph for Mr.
Liman.our and highly creditable to this Gov-
ernment, and justly so when we recall the depth
of utter bankruptcy from which the country has
been reclaimed. Its credit is now equal to that
of some of the first Powers of Europe, and much
above that of any other of th~ Latin-America:!
republics. It we take the thr«e South American
oounrries which have been the most prosperous
and have always commanded the highest credit
in London, and compare them with Mexico, tak-
ing recent quotation*! of their fon-ign loans of
the same date, we have this mil

I.r' ,r. quotation
\twt- Rrp-jhlie .'» p«r ant loan ". J)."!
Urazll 4 r*r c*m loan <I2
(Till!3 jwcent loan 93
M**ic35 P*r e«;t loan aj

UPON A SILVER BASIS.
In addition to its foreign loan, Mexico has

what is termed an interior debt, payable in sil-
ver, amounting to a sum which If converted
Into gold would represent approximately ?t>2,-
000.000, creat-d by subsidies to railroads, obliga-
tions for public Improvements, etc. Thus the
entire indebtedness of the republic amounts to

abrut $177,178,0001 It may l>e pro;itable to
make a further comparison. This debt ie born*
by a population of 1&570.G0Q. Canada, ?jer more
northerly neighbor, has a debt of $345,160,000.
with a population of only 4.SC3.<»'>'"» souls. In
other words. Mexico's indebtedness \i ?IT. per
Inhabitant while that of Canada is "71 per in-
habitant.

In connection with Government finances, it
may be well to call attention to the fact that
Mexico if upon a rllver basis, and that all busi-
ness transactions are conducted upon that has!*.
The prevailing opinion is that '• Is very ad-
vantageous to the country, hut th^re are some
of its most intelligent people who contend that
the system is Injurious, and that at no very
distant period Mexico willadopt the gold stand-
ard. But no such change is considered by the
Government or by the ruiing financial interests.

To complete the financial review of the coun-
try a notice must be included of the banking
system, but this willhave to be deferred to an-
other letter. JOHN W. FOSTER.

LITTLE DAXGER OF IXFECTIOX.

RKADERS NEED NOT FEAR DISEASE FROM BOOKS

in LIBRARY. ONE LIBRARIAN PATF.

¦I noticed the other day." said a well Known
librarian yrsterday. 'thai Dr. \V. A. KuflewskJ was
appointed chairman of a special committee by th«>
Public Library Commission of Chicago to consider
The advisability of sterilizing the books of that
library for the purpose of preventing the spreading
of disease. He has recommended that some system
be adopted for freeing the page* of the volumes
from bacilli But there is no way to sterilize.

"Four hundred readers come here every day."
he aiidad "handle the reference card's, and turn
the pages of perhaps a thousand books. The dilli-
cultj of the task of effectively sterilizing such a
number of volumes is manifest. A disinfecting
chamber is a valuable adjunct in libraries patron-

ised by the poorer class**. Several such chambers
are in operation on the lower East Side. We have
nothing of the kind here, and the new library a:
Forty-second-i=t. will not be provided with an equip-
ment of this sort.

"Children are the carriers of disease Rt-rms to
libraries. 1 can recall at least four Investigations,
made in England and In this country, where scarlet
fever had been propagated by children who, when
convalescent, after a lightor serious case of scarlet
fever, hay* turned the pages of a book and then
returned It to the library

"Five y»«rs ago Iread a paper in Philadelphia
and advocated the use of the vapor >'. formaline,
the trade name of a water solution of formal, whlsh
readily destroy* germs ofdisease. This vapor serves
the purpose when a disinfectant la practicable
An ordinary fumigation will not serve for a bookas for a hat or coat. These bacilli scares areperiodical, and In different forms. The public need
have no feelln? of alarm. The newspapers they read
ti*-.« a* much L.....1 ... them a* have our book*."

cal administration and Industrial competition.
If any minor country in Europe has demon-
strate*! its right to be accounted a strong factor
in the problem of modern civilization, it is robust
and sturdy little Holland. Meagre as are the
Dutch territories defended and reclaimed by

dikes fr<-m the sea. •re 1* an outlying empire

of populous and valuable colonies, and there i*

a foreign commerce of large proportions. Que^n
Wilhflmlna has more colonial iubjects under
her sway than any other Kuropean sovereign
except Edward VII. When Dutch independence
wa* won nn<!fr the House of Orang«\ Sputn had j
a world wid'"1 empire. That errpire has been lost j
thr"uch mi^civ^rnnvnt ami administrative cor-!
ruption. but th» possessions of th*- despised Neth-
erlands have been retained and enlarged. »nd
envious and powerful nation* have heen forced
tr> n-spf-'t Dutch independence ml energy. Hol-
land i? Mill a rigorous, and enterprising rotrn'ry.

with coii>ni«:s firmly governed and with a com •

merr*> whitening rvry pp.i. Th» assumption j
that it would be h substantial gain for th» j
world's progress If Holland wer*" to become one
of the States of the German Empire is a vagary |
of diplomatic pessimism.

!t was by some spacious theory of thi* nature i
that Braedettl'i intrigue »v.th Bismarck against '•
tht» liberties <T the Low Countries was Justified. •;

As the Infamous plot was revealed early in I^TO. I
Belgium eras to be Incorporated with France j
and Holland with German;-, in finance of Eu-
ropean treaty law and without the consent of the
srr.all'-r kingdoms This treaty of partition cam.'

'
!'ke a bolt out of a blue iky,and was a warning •
which Dutchman could not forget. They had

'
plumed themselves upon being the best neutral* !
In the world, and upon having a special talent
for escaping observation abroad and keeping out

'

of everything which did not concern them. Sud- i

denly they were startled by the revelation that
their own habit of isolation and abstention from
foreign affairs had not sufficed to protect them
against dangerous complications. They became
suspicious, and prudently strengthened their
navy, and virtually adopted conscription for
military service; and although there was no de-
cisive proof of Blsmarck"s complicity In Bene-
dettl's Intrigue, they remained on their guard
against German aggression. For thirty years
they have continued to distrust Berlin diplomacy
and to forecast ulterior designs for the acquisi-
tion of their country and its well managed co-
lonial possessions. It was not until the Boer war
came on in South Africa that prejudice against
Germany gave place to a superior feeling of re-
sentment against England as the enemy of the
Dutch race. This anti-English feeling has beer.
so strong that the Dutch people have well nigh
forgotten that they ever regarded Germany us
their most dangerous enemy.

The Dutchman, like the. Boer, lives in a nar-
row circle and is preoccupied with his own
interests. He has inherited the noble traditions
if civil liberty and national Independence from
the times of William the Silent and the patriotic
Stadtr-olders. and Jealously guards his own
freedom of action with his separate estate In
Europe and his possessions In the East and
West Indies. The Boer cause has appealed
strongly to his sympathies, not merely by reason
of race ties, but mainly because he has the
same tenacious love of the home soil and the
same antipathy to foreign interference and
meddlesome activity. He identifies Krtlgef Mi
the heroic tad tholders who defended Holland
against oppression, and finds in South Africa


