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less than that of New-York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, |
Indiana, Kansas and many other common-
wealths, indeed nowhere in the United States
are life and property more secure. |

ot and rel
Governor Barnes says in his report:

: |
Oklahoma's social status,

ious

Peopled with

the most enterprising people
from all of the

States of the Union, there is no
reason to believe that the social condition of
Oklahoma should be different from those of
the States of which all the people have lately |

been residents, and yet there seems to be a
wldespread conception throughout the Fast that ;
Oklahomans are a Kind ¢f strange beings, dif- |

ferent from the ge

rial run of mankind, and at
national conventions and assemblies of all kinds
the delegates from Oklahoma are gazed upon
with great curiosity, and often there seems to
be disappointment over the fact that they are
but ordinary men and women.

With a code of laws the equal of any State
and enforced better than in many, with as small
a per cent of illiteracy as any portion of the
Nation, with their magnificent higher educa-
tional institutions, with a scheolhouse on every
hilltop, and a church in the valley, why should
not the social and religious life of the people of
Oklahoma be on as high a plane as in any State
of the Union?

All of the leading religious demominations
have representatives In the Territory, and are
dolng progressive work: young people’s religious
socleties and Sunday schools are found every-
where, and the reports of thelr work create sur-
prise and enthusiasm in every national gather-
ing. All of the fraternal bodles have good mem-
bership, every community has its newspaper,

Uterary

the Chautauqua Society,

all America and Europe, her flour to all parts
of this continent and by cargo direct to Liver-
pool, her cotton to the s of New-
England, Mexico, England, far oft
Japan; her hogs and cattle to the markets and
slaughter pens of the Nation, and to Cubw and
South America; cedar the pencil fac-
tories of Germany:; ecastor beans to the eil
presses of the Old World, and fruits and melons
to the city markets of the North, g« ther with
clothing, ve-
hicles, articles
of has a
commerce times

spinning mill

and even

logs to

drygoods, groceries,

furniture,

implements,
machinery, and other

consumption coming in, Oklahoma
many communities
her age would be proud to attain.
Yet
population
Nevada,

which five

Oklahoma, alrveadly possessing a larger

than Delaware, Montana,
Utah, North Dakota, Vermont eop
Wyoming, is declared by its Governor to be un-

ripe for Statehood.

Idaheo,

On this subject he says:

It is the earmest wish of a large
our intelligent and inttuential
State government be accord to Oklahoma
without further delay. The platforms of all
political parties at their latest conventions have
declared in favor of Statehood upon such terms
and with such boundaries as Congress may in
its wisdom see fit to prescribe, and, tested by
the standards that have heretofore prevailed in
the admission of new States, Oklahoma is cer-
talnly entitled to all the rights and privileges of
& State government. No fair minded man can

number of
citizens that a

circle, and |read of the opening, settlement and develop-




