
"l^e Siecle," of Paris, has not long outlasted
thf century. It has now failed, and is to be

sold at auction. It goes down, however, in
honor that more than one of its survivors in the
French press might woU envy. It and its edi-
tor. M. Yves Oruyrit. will long be gratefully re-
membered for their noble and unselfish cham-
pionship of justice In the Dreyfus case, for their
defence of true republicanism against reac-
tionary clericalism on the one hand and deca-
dent socialism on the other, and for their efforts
torestrain petty Chauvinism and to keep France
on the high plane of self-respecting, self-trust-
ing and dignified friendship among friendly na-
tions, if. Guyot admits that the policy of the
paper failed to win sufficient patronage to make
Itpay. His friends may well boast that he was
not willingto sacrifice his principles in order to
win financial success.!VetoQxrrkDctii»STribtme

Insome villages frequently only one party cau-
cus is held, and in that case the citizens may

have no choice at all and no legal ability to
secure one.

This defect in the election law is of no advan-
tage to die parties, and there is no reason why
Mr. Seymour's bill should not be passed by
igeneral consent. Opening the door to indepen-

!dent nominations in small towns cannot affect
!political relations, but will merely prevent

|schemers from diverting party organizations

!which they happen to belong to from their
proper function to serve non-political purposes,
It is not proposed in any way to undermine
party machinery, but merely to give tho voter*
In small communities a right which all other
voters possess, but which is now absolutely de-
nied to them. One out of two hundred anil fifty
voters in the State can put up an independent
candidate for Governor, while Mr. Seymour's
bill will give only one out of live a right to
put up local candidates in towns and villages.
Instead of limiting nominations absolutely to
one hundred electors, the bill provides that in
villages, towns or wards of less than five hun-
dred electors one-fifth or more of the voters
may nominate. This limit is high enough to
prevent multiplication of nominations and at
the same time fixes a proportion which makes
free choice of local otlicers at least physically
possible to any considerable body of citizens
even of the smallest village. Indeed, it may be
questioned if the legislature had any right to
cut them off absolutely from the privilege of
independent nomination given to others by pre-
scribing a general rule for all places which
could not in the nature of things be complied
with in their community], Certain!* it is only
just that the rule should be adapted to their
condition. The men who live in a village of
one or two hundred inhabitants are entitled to
as free an enjoyment of suffrage as the people
who live in a populous town, and Mr. Seymour's
bill should be speedily reported by the Judiciary
Committee and passed. it is a measure of jus-
tice creditable to its sponsor, and its enactment
would be creditable to the Republican party.

THrRSPAY. APRIL 11. 1001.

TRF XFXTit THIS WORXJXn.

Inmany an urban street and avenue boys and
girls going home from our schools in these
spring afternoons are seen to be carrying thick
and weighty bundles of books. Is it not possi-

ble that they are expected to study to excess
outside of school hours? Is there not now and
then a tendency to do too much stuffing in too
short a (ime Inour methods of education?

PROMINENT. CITIZENS OFFER CONGRAT-
ULATIONS ON ITS SIXTIETH

ANNIVERSARY.
To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: Ithink that the managers of The Trlbun*deserve the thanks of the community for th(
supplement which they have issued commemo-rating the sixtieth anniversary cf its existence*
It has liv.-.l through .1 lons period of usefulness"
and Itrust that the future holds in store for fta range or influence even more extensive than
that which it r.as enjoyed in the past.
Iam especially glad that the editors havegiven un the pictures of the men who have been

most conspicuous in shaping the policy
-

thepaper. Their strength came from their "bold-
ness and aggressiveness. Taking up the work
of the small band of men who were opposed •-,
slavery, they fought so persistently and boldly
that to The Tribune of those days more than
to any other one cause. !think,may be ascribed
the strength of th> anti-slavery sentiment and
the results which followed.

The development of The Tribune in modern
times has been like the development of any
other groat enterprise. In this development
The Tribune has kept pace with all the Im-
provements, and Ihope it willalways stand by
th- policy, laid down by those who built it. of
honest purpose, openly and fearlessly carried
out. Battles cannot be won by maintaining

-
guerilla warfare; fighting from behind trees
does not produce great results. The Tribunegained Its strength and won the devotion si its
readers by open warfare in favor of what itbe-
lieved to be right and against everything which
it believed to be wrong. The continuation of apolicy of that kind must always win in the long
run. and Ihope that The Tribune, no matter
In whose hands Its ownership may rest, will
never forget the work of its founders or lose
sight of the methods by which they aided in
accomplishing great benefits for the country and
the world.
Icongratulate The Tribune upon its honorable

past, and trust that when another long period
shall have elapsed and another supplement of
this kind issued the same thing may be said or
Its entire career. WILLIAMF. KING.

President Merchants' Association.
New-York. April10, I!"';

PERSONAL.

BALL AT FRENCH EMBASSY IN HONOR

OF OFFICERS OF THE DU-

GUAY TROUIN.

Washington. April10.— The ball given to-night by
the French Ambassador in honor of the French
naval officers and cadets of the training ship Du-
guay Trouin. now at Baltimore, was one of the
most brilliant social affairs Washington has seen
in a long time. Something of an International
character was given to it by the entwining of the
French tricolor and the Stars and Strloes. the
presence of nearly the entire membership of the
President's Cabinet and their wives, and th« fra-
ternizing of officers of all branches of. the United
States military and naval services with their com-
panions in arms from the sister republic of France.

The handsome interior of the French Embassy
had been elaborately prepared for the occasion.
As the guests entered the main reception hall they
saw at the further end the painting of Washing-
ton and Rochambeau at Yorktown. with a large

American flaglooped along the top and French flags
gracefully unfolding from either side. Through-
out the other rooms the flags and naval emblems
of France were liberally Interspersed -with those
of the United States. Back of the drawing room
was reared a kedge anchor, with shining steel
flukes and gilded stock, surrounded by flags,
flowers and foliage. A profusion of flowers was
used in the decorations.

The French officers and cadets arrived on a
special car from Baltimore at 8:45 p. m. and were
escorted to the embassy for an informal recep-
tion before the American guests assembled. The
latter began to arrive about 9:30 o'clock, and from
that hour until long after midnight the scene was
brilliant. The receiving party was made up of
Ambassador Cambon, assisted by the entire staff
of the embassy. Including Captain Vlgnal. in the
showy uniform of a French artillery officer, and
Lieutenant De Faramond. In the uniform of an
officer of the French navy. The visiting officers
and cadets also were in full uniform, those of the
officers being rich in gold lace and decorations,
while the blue uniforms of the cadets were heavily
hung with glided aiguillettes. The American offi-
cers, military, naval anl marine, were In fulluni-
form. With them were the heads of the War and
Navy departments, Secretary Root and Secretary
Long, with the members of their families. Among
'he other Cabinet officers present were Secretary
Hitchcock. Secretary Gage and Secretary Wilson.
The Misses Hay. daughters of the Secretary of
State, also were present. The other guests in-
cluded Admiral and Mrs. Crownlnshield. Admiral
an.l Mrs. Bradford. Admiral and Mrs. Melville,Ad-
miral and Mrs. Van Reypen, Admiral and Mrs.
Terry. Commander and Mrs. Cowles, Lieutenant-
Commander and Mrs. Snutherland. General find
Mr Greely, Captain Sigsbee, General Bates.Judge Advocate-General Lomly. Colonel and Mrs.
Rlnßham. the Ambassador of Mexico and Mme.
Azpiroz. Count neW», the Belgian Minister:
All Ferrough Bey. the Minister of Turkey; Mr.
Takahirf". the Minister of Japan: Senator ami Mrs.
Wetrri'>re. Senator and Mrs. Elktris. Senator and
Mrs. McMillan, the Argentine and Chilian min-
isters: Justice Brown. of the United States Su-
preme Court, and Mrs. Brown: Senator Warren.
Mr?. Philip H. Sheridan, the Duke .VArcos, the
Spanish Minister, and the Duchess d'Arcos; Baron
Herman, of the German Embassy; Misa Roosevelt.
Mrs. Cruger. the Misses Leiter. Bnron Nlshi. Baron
Ambrosey and Count de Montgelas.

. HAS KEPT UP with THE time?.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Ihave examined with very great interest

the- supplement which you publish on the six-
tieth anniversary of The Tribune. The story is
told, both by pen and pencil, in a manner 30 at-
tractive as practically to give the history of
newspaper development during the last half
century. The Tribune certainly has kept up
¦with this progress and its managers certainly
have great reason la be proud of its position.
past and present, in the newspaper world and of
its promise for good In the long time to come.

ABRAM S. HEWITT.
New- York, April10. 1001.

MISS LOUISE FORAKER XOT ENGAGED.
Washington. April 10.—Senator Foraker. of Ohio,

to-night authorize.i the following statement:

There is no truth in the story published to the
effect that my daughter Louise Is engaged to Mr.
WileoT. This is the fourth announcement of the
kind that has been made, except that a different
gentleman has been named each time. Allof these
stories has been wantonly false, ifnot malicious.
She is not engaged to any one. and never has been.

WA YES BROUGHT GUJL THOME

AXOTIIER AXEMAX AS MAYOR.
Cleveland's now Mayor is full of bustle- and

rustic. He is bent on shaking up dry houos
anil making a stir and puzzling people as to
what he will <io next, a Carrie Nation crusade
he lias already set on foot against old and slinky
buildings In his bailiwick. Itmay be that ho
will call later upon Patrick J. (iloason, tho
celebrated ex-Mayor of Long Island city, who
swung his battleaxe so vigorously in Queens
County some years iico. What a destructive
pair of tomahawk wielders Johnson and (Jleif-
son would mnkf if they linked arms and deadly
weapons! Hugh .1. Grant when Mayor of New-
York took up the axe against the telegraph
polos In Broadway, and down they came. Per-
haps Mr. Johnson might get some valuable
bints in liis chopping campaign from the ex-
Mayor of Manhattan.

In at least one thins: Cleveland's new Mayor
is acting sagaciously and in the public interest.
He has Issued nn ukase against hideous signs
of enormous size, and is having them swept
ruthlessly off the face of the city. New-York
suffers sorely from colossal abominations of
that kind. Will Mayor Van Wyck do nothing
to lessen this grievous nuisance?

The dinner given by the survivors of the defend-
ers of Belfort in the Franco-German War. on the
anniversary of the siege, wns especially memorable
because of the one woman present, who provided
one of the most popular toasts. This was Mme.
Belfort. a lieutenant of th*> Francs-Tlreurs. who.
then but ;igirl just out of her teens, was enrolled
as a trooper In thst corps, as she was a capital
rider and shot. In this campaign she won both her
commission and the Military Cross.

Justice Brewer. Booker T. Washington, President
CanfleM, the Rev. Dr. Hillls and James Whltcomb
¦Riley have he*>n invited to address the next meet-
ing of the Kansas State Teachers' Association.

.TudK<» John S. Keyes has just completed fifty
years of active and continuous service for the town

of Concord, Mass., having in that time held every

office In tho town. He was a delegate to the Chi-
cago Convention of IS*V), which nominated Lincoln,
and served through the Civil War. Since 1*46 he
has been a member of an exclusive local organisa-
tion, the Social Circle, which was organized In
1782, .md which lias numbered among Its members
the famous men who in years gone by have lived
in Concord. This society Is the Oldest club of Its
kind in existence, and Judge Keyes Is proud of
his membership. He is the senior member. He
lives In Monument-sU, in a house made famous In
Revolutionary history. Imbedded in the walls
tiifP' are bullets flre.l by the British during that
memorable conflict at the Old North Bridge, but a
short, distance away.

London. April10.— General William Booth, of the
Salvation Army. celebrated his eeventy-second
birthday to-<!ay by attending a series of meetings,
at which he received the congratulations of "the
force." He was bom In Nottingham In 1*29. He
entered the ministry In IK.;, and has devoted hi*
life, to evangelistic labor. In1565 he organized the
Christian Mission, which developed in ISTS into the
Salvation Army. ¦

London. April 10.— Lloyd C. Griseom, secretary of
the American Legation at Constantinople, arrived
here from that city to-day, and sails on Saturday
for the I'nlted Statos. He was present at the
Kourban Balram ceremony In Constantinople, on
March 31. when an earthquake shock Interrupted
the ceremony, ami says that the published accounts
thereof inadequately picture the terror of the Inci-
dent and the tine courage shown by the Sultan,
which averted a disastrous panic.

TRAXS ITLAXTIC TRA) ELLEMS.

On th*1 steamer Hohenzollern. which arrived here
yesterday from Genoa, Naples and Gibraltar, were
Mr?. Lena J. Clark, the Misses Evelyn and Mar-
guerite Clark. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Himrod. Mrs.
K. B. Hooker, Mrs. Churl** T. Kin* and family.
Mrs. Newton Perkins Mips Elizabeth B. Perkins
and Mr. and Mrs. K. <». Turner.

Among thoFe booked to sail to-day for Havre on
the French liner La ChnmpaKne. are Theobald
Chartran, the r>alnt«>r: Hiss de Kiva». Captain W.
W. I'rquhart and Miss Urquhart, and Tomas
Lopes.

__^__^__^^_^^_

COrERXMEXT BIDS OPEXED.

IN THE FOREMOST RANK OF PROGRESS.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The Tribune richly deserves the hearty
congratulations of its hosts of friends upon its
sixtieth anniversary. These tributes bear testi-
mony to sixty years of conscientious journalism
and are Indeed a compliment as well to the com-
munity that has made possible the prosperity of
a clean newspaper. Iadd my best wishes for a
long continuance- of Its career St educational In-
fluence. Darin? Its existence discovery, devel-
opment and invention have revolutionized meth-
ods, but it has kept in the foremost rank <?*
progress, where we look for It to stay.

HENRY CLEWS.
New-York, April 10. 1001.

EX-MAYOR SCHIEREN'S TRIBUTE.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Iwant to congratulate The Tribune on

its splendid supplement, and wish it further suc-
cess. In IS.V>, when Icame over to this coun-
try, my professor advised me to read the bast
paper in English, and advised me to read Th»

Tribune as having the best English. Ihave
read The Tribune every day cir.ee. which is now
nearly forty-five years, i >an truthfully say
that, through the influence of its great editor.
Horace Greeley. Idrank in the truth of Repub-
lican principles, and have been ever since con-
nected with them. Iam very proud to be saw
of the old Tribune men.

CHARLES A. SCHIERE>
New-York, April10, 1001.

GOOD WISHES FROM A. E. OH s,

To the Editor of The Tribune
Sir: As a citizen of New-York of nearly flft*

years* standing, Icongratulate most heartily

The Tribune on having reached, in health and
strength, the sixtieth anniversary of its birth-
day, and cordially thank it for the active part
it has always taken in helping to make New-
York the commercial metropolis of the United
States. A. E. ORR,

New- York. April10. 1001.

FORElGN.— General Botha renewed negotia-
tions with Great Britain for peace in South
Africa, as De Wet's irresponsibility is thought
to devolve all authority on him. and he can se-
cure surrender of all the forces. ¦¦,--: The Teu-
tonic, on board of which Is J. Plerpont Morgan,
arrived at Queenstown: no reporters were al-
lowed aboard her. . ¦

¦ ¦¦ The Japanese Govern-
ment has accepted Russia's assurances In regard
to Manchuria, thereby, it Is'thought, averting
a rupture between the two nation*. : Presi-
dent Loubet met the Duke of Genoa at Toulon,
and was decorated with the Collar of the Order
of the Annunciata. the gift of the Kingof Italy,
to whom he sent a telegram of thanks.

—
A new Cabinet was appointed in Venezuela in
consequence of the assumption of the Provis-
ional Presidency by General Castro

- —
¦ The

French J>r*yfus;t,> organ, I,*Si^cle." has failed
and wi] be sold at auction, =^_- A dividend of
75 per cent was announced by the London
Stock Exchange. ¦¦ ..-¦: Th« rumored resigna-
tion by Lord Halsbury of the Lord Chancellor-
ship was declared to be the merest breath of
idle gossip.

DOMESTIC— Th<; President appointed Colonel
Wallace F. Randolph Chief of the Artillery
Corps under th» army reorganization law. ==
P. C. Knox. the new Attorney-General, took
formal charg<* of his office, and was Introduced

_^
to the T'nited States Supreme Court. .-= Am-

¦k bassador Cambon gave a ball at th» French
¦I Embassy in Washington in honor of the officers
pV and cadets of the training ship Duguay Trouin.

¦ sssst A bill to prohibit pigeon shooting was
prepared at Albany for Introduction in the
legislature to-day. ' - -

Governor Odell denied
at Albany that he had suggested any amend-
ments to the revised charter of the city of New-
York. ===== Mrs. Blakeley Hall began a suit in
the United States Circuit Court at Hartford to
recover her alleged share in the estate of the
late Georse F. Gilman. of Bridgeport.

——-
The reported purchase of the Colorado Fuel and*

Iron Company by John W. Gates and others
¦was contradicted by the president of the com-
pany. ' ..¦ '. A rich oil strike has been made
near El Pas->. Tex.

ClTY.—Stocks were strong and higher. =====
Edward Stevens, a graduate of West Point and
former captain in the United States Army, was
found dead in a bathtub in the Hotel Dore.
.¦-¦¦¦' A messenger of the postal service con-
fessed that he stol<» money- from th»» mails and
threw into the North River the letters found
on Ocean Grov» Beach .1 week ago. == Two
negroes quarrelled over five cents In a crap
game and one shot the other dead, on a scow
moored in the Harlem River. == Surgeons
¦who were present at the autopsy on the body of
William Marsh Rice testified at th» Patrick
hearing that the millionaire died from some
vapor administered to him. ¦ The man who
tried to killhimself before a crowd of five hun-
dred persons in West-sr..- on Tuesday, turned
out to be a notorious Swedish counterfeiter and
fugitive from Justice. —=^~ Republicans ex-
pressed the opinion that the new charter should
be amended at once so as net to give Tammany
campaign capital.

THE WEATHER.— Forecast for to-day: Fair.
The temperature yesterday: Highest, .V) degrees;
low-st, 43; average, AC>.

MESSENGER WHO ROBBED MAILS AND
THREW LETTERS FOUND AT OCEAN

GROVE INTO RIVER ARRESTED.

The mystery which has surrounded the finding
of a number of letters on the beach at Ocean
Grove was solved yesterday, when Thomas F.
Martel. of No. 430 West Forty-ninth-st.. was
locked up In the Chureh-st. station, charged
with robbing the will

On the morning of April 2 two boy found the
letters scattered alons the beach at Ocean Grove*
As nearly all the letters were addressed to per-
sons in New-York City, they were sent here.
Inspector Kin? detailed Detectives Jacobs and
Kyle to find the thief. They found that the let-
ters came to thl3 city on Sunday morning. March
31. and were taken to the Fiftieth-st. elevated
railroad station by Martel. The mail lav on the
platform until 9:7,0 o'clock.

The detectives were convinced that Mattel
was the thief when they found that he had de-
posited $15 on an order for a suit of clothes.

Martel at first denied all knowledge of the
theft, but finally made a complete confession.
He said that four packages of straight mail mat-
ter and twenty special delivery letters won in-advertently left out and that he hid them in
the cellar of Station G until 11 o'clock, when h»was off duty. He opened the letters m a saloon
at FifUsth-St. and Seventh-aye.. extracting cashamounting to $35, but not disturbing the checks
and money orders. He then tied the letters inpackages as he had found them and threw them
Into the North River at Fiftieth-st.

Mart-]and his father, with whom he lives areemployed as messengers at Station G.

THE TU.K OF TUF. DAT.
\EW VFXFZIELAX C.iBIXET.

FAMISE I\ SIBERIA.
While Russia presses on inexorably to fresh

conquests and new annexations of territory in
Asia, famine and pestilence ravage the lands
she already owns. Famine and pestilence are.
indeed, practically perennially endemic in some
port8 of her ill governed empire. But this year
they seciu to have risen to an exceptional befght,
not in the crowded and impoverished regions

north of the Euxine. but in that sparsely occu-
pied land of abundance In Siberia which has
l»een vaunted as the garden ami the granary of
the afttrl4>. No garnished tales of Indian famine
surpass in horror those which now come from
the land of the Tzar.

We are told that last spring and summer
Western and Central Siberia suffered from
drouth and the crops largely failed. Then came
the military movements toward China. The
railroad was monopolized by the army, what
stores of grain and fodder the country contained
were seized for army uses, the most able b'odiod
of the peasants were drafted into military ser-
vice, and the land was left ravaged and deso-
late. Practically the same things occurred in
Eastern Siberia, with the exception that it suf-
fered from flood instead of drouth. And now
throughout the whole land people are eating
weeds and day and dying of starvation by
thousands, and mothers are selling and often
killingtheir children rather than nee them die
of famine, and typhus fever and diphtheria and
scurvy are more than decimating the population.

Such are the appalling reports which now
come through friendly channels from Asiatic
Russia. They suggest with dreadful force the
desirability of a nation's learning to use and to
govern well th* land which it possesses before it
seeks more lands to govern. But that is a lesson
which conquering nations an slow to learn.

AT HIS BEST.
A. year or so apo Mayor Van Wyck wns dis-

tinctiy understood by a visitor to the City Hall
to say that he was sick of his job. Bo far as
we know he has never repeated that melan
choly announcement, and perhaps he never
made it. Still, the general impression has been
that he was not complaining of the charter
provision which rendered him ineligible to suc-
ceed himself on the first of next January, but
would cheerfully retire, especially if an nr-

; rangement had been made in the irean time for
his retirement to the bench of the Supreme

Court. The revised charter, which is at pres-
ent far from reposing in his bands, cuts down the
Mayor's term to two years and permits of his
re-election, and it might be contended that Mr.
Van Wyck would thereby b«> enabled to take
another nomination this year if anybody
thought it worth while to advance such a prop-
osition. But of this there is unhappily no sign
visible in any quarter. Undoubtedly lie reckons
the nrst year of the century as the last year of
his Chief Magistracy, and means to get as much
of his peculiar kind of fun out of it as circum-
stances willallow.

Of late the municipal situation has not been
particularly favorable to the exercise of his
special talents and propensities, and he has
probably felt that he was having a rather slow
time. F,ut suddenly a blissful opportunity ar-
rived, and it was at once perceived that disuse
had not sapped his powers. We have never
st inhim in better form than he lias displayed
since last Friday evening, when the charter re-
vision was delivered into his keeping and put
at his mercy for the period of fifteen days. He
did not even have to go through a laborious
process of getting up steam, but Instantaneously
developed at least one hundred and fiftypounds
to the square inch, with a constantly Increasing
pressure. Ifit was anybody else we should say

that an extra/safety valve was an indispensable
necessity, but the Mayor is used to exploding
will there is no occasion for alarm. On the con-
trary, it is delicious amid the depressing influ-
ences of an unmannerly spring to bask In the
heat and lightof such a tropical vocabulary as
his honor liberated at yesterday's meeting of
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. The
public pleasure, moreover, is greatly enhanced
by observation of his own keen enjoyment. If
he were sacrificing himself for the general bene-
fit the spectacle of such unselfishness, though
ennobling, would be pathetic: but as things are
there isno drawback to the exhilaration of feel-
ing which he diffuses through the community.

And the best of it is that he lias seven full
days more in which to maintain and presum-
ably improve upon the conditions which he has
created.

Yesterday Mr. William H. Baldwin, jr., of

the Long Island Railroad, and. Incidentally,
of the Committee of Fifteen, was the instru-
ment that he chiefly employed for the benefit
Of the public, and it would be difficult to think
offhand of anything which he left unsaid about
that gentleman. But there is universal conn"
dence in the Mayor's linguistic resources, and
every reason to suppose- that he will not only
rise to the oral requirements of each successive
day with perfect facility, but have -words
enough left a work hence for an absolute
masterpiece in the way of a veto message. The
only painful reflection which the current per j
formanee suggests is that the next election is
only seven months off. How can we spare Van
Wyck? It Is reported from Albany that no
further changes in the charter are likely to be
made; but it see. BBS as if :ibenevolent legislat-

ure might tuck in just one more amendment
and let us keep our incomparable Mayor for the
rest of sis natural life

FORMED BT PROVISIONAL PRESIDENT
CASTRO.

Caracas. Venezuela. April 10.
—

The new Ven-
ezuelan Cabinet, formed as a result of the ap-
pointment recently of General Castro to be Pro-
visional President of Venezuela, is composed as
follows:

Minister of th» Interior—Seflor VELUTINI.
Minister of Commerce— Sefior PIPO AROCHA.
Minister of th» Exterior

—
Sefior BLAXCO.

Minister of Finance
—

Sefior MENDOZA.
Minister of War—ffefior PI'LJDO.
Minister of Instruction

—
Se*o«- QUIXTERO.

Minister ef Public Works— Sff.or OTAXRZ.

GIFTS of rnh'TRAIT l.\7> 9MAWIX6B.

STEAMSHIP LINES MAKE ESTIMATES O>4

SERVICE TO CUBA AND PORTO RICO.

Four bids were received by the War Department
and opened in the office ofAssistant Quartermaster-
General Klmball. at the Army Building, yesterday
for the transnortatian of men and military supplies
to Cabs and Porto Rico. The bidders were the
Ward and Munson lines to Cuba, and the Red D
Line and the New- York and Porto Rico Steamship
Company to San Juan.
Ifit Is decided to give up the transport service it

willbe necessary to accept all the bids, as there ia
no conflict between the bidders. The Ward Line
bid for the service to Havana, Cienfuesos an-
Santiago, and the Munson Line for the Matanzas.
C,il,;>r.i and Nuevitas service. The bids of the Re.l
D Line and the New-York and Porto Rico Steam-
ship Company, which run to San Juan, were iden-
tical In terms and wording.

These line* explained that they maintained bi-
weekly services, alternatinsr with each other, by
arrangement with the Poritolfice Department, and
therefore only bid for such proportion of the
business as should be ready for their steamers
when they .~fli>.l. It was said that the bids were
much higher than those rejected last fall, but this
could not be verified. The bids opened yesterday
will be forwarded to the War Department for de-
cision.

SOTt:s OF THE STAGE.

Owing to the length of the programme to ba
offered at the Jansuschel; testimonial to-morrow
afternoon at Wallack's Theatre, the performance

will begin promptly at 1.15 o'cloclt. The contribu-
tions will be presented In the followingorder: Miss
Julia Marlowe and her company, SI th« first ect

of "When Knishthood Was In Flower": a few
minutes' entertainment by Mrs. Anni<» Yeamans
and Miss Jennie Yeamars. "Richelieu's Stratagem.

'

with Mr. Poison. Mr. Dres?er. Mr. Sturgis. Miss
lrt«h and Dr. mnsnii ;Mi?s Lillian Russell and De
Wolf Hopper. In the operatic travesty from "Fldlie
do r> »" Miss Viola Allen and a special company, in
the • Milact of The Christian"; Messrs. «"eoer
and Fields Mr. Warfleld md Beanie Maainn. Bell*
Robinson ami Allie Gilbert, in th* travesty on
"TollMe Pretty Maiden"; Miss Blanche Bates and
Campbell Italian In a new ens act play entitled
"A Queen's Messenger": Jarres T. Powers, in an
original monologue; Miss Amelia Blnsrhara. "One
Touch nt Nature." with J. H. StocMart and Ml«s
Maude Harrison, assisted by Clarence Handy

¦\u0084;,,¦:. Jackson and Henry Warren.

TRUSTEES OF NFW-YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

ACQUIRE COLLECTION OF GOVERN-
ORS' ADDRESSES.

The trustees of the New-York Public Library
held a monthly meeting yesterday afternoon at
the Aster Building. in Lafayette Place. John
Bigelow pressed, with George L. Rives as secre-
tary. There van also present Samuel P. Avery.
John L. Cadwalader. H. Van Rensselaer Kennedy.
Edward King. Lewis Cass Ledyard. Alexander
Maitl.in<l. Stephen H. Olin. Alexander E. Orr,
George W. Smith, Frederick Sturge?. Charles How-
land Russell and William \V. Appleton.

A gift by Charles B. Curtis of a collection of
engravings, photographs and drawings was an-
nounced. These are nearly two thousand ex-
amples ol e;'il> Italia nand Spanish paintings in
the collection. The collection Is especially com-
plete in re;>resentinK the works of Raphael anil his
school. Including 1,250 pictures.

Another Rift wai from William O. McDowell. In
the form of a portrait of Samuel J. Tilden. painted
by the late Matthew Wilson. William F. Have-
meyer made a sift si a iarnr* ami richly bound
volume, containing portraits of French personages
who figured prominently ir. the French war with
England precipitated by ins American Revolution.
It was announced that the library had bought a
collection of the addresses of the Governors of the
Province of New- York in America, from 17^! to 1734.
nno also the votes of the General Assembly durins
that period.

Miss Edna May and seventy persona, who ap-
peared ir. "The Girl from Up There" during its
run at the Herald Square Theatre, sailed for
England on the Germanic yesterday. The company
will open its London season at the Puke of York's
Theatre on or about April30.

Mm- Ssrah Bernhardt. Mrs. Maurice ilrvjin

M. . (sjsjSUa will be the guests of Miss Elsie de
Wolfe, and will see "The Shades of Night

'
at th2

Lyceum Theatre this afternoon.

To-nisht the first American production of Thilo
yon Trotha's newest comedy "Das Kaninchen."
will take place at the Irvins Place Theatre for the
benefit of the treasurer and the ticket agent, -
Ut-orge Blschel. jr., and G. Herrnstad;.

The D*i.rs.-h:.in.l which is due to-day, has on
board Mom Helene Odllon. whom Mr. Conried has I
secured for istar encasement of two weeks at y
his IrvingPlace Theatre. Mme. Odilon. who 1* *c-Vii
companled by her husband. Count Rakovacy. wt» A
open her New-York ¦ engagement on Monday, a 'Jm
Bahr's comedy "The Star." JM

.4 TEAR AFTER.
Truly, as the I^itinpoet snid. "Time assuages

sorrow." Rarely has the- fact been made more
obvious than by the contented and peaceful
disposition with which last year's champions of

Porto Rie<.'s alleged wrongs now contemplate
the condition of that island. A year ago the
Whole country wat: tilled with the din of those•

bo were going to punish right soon Republi-
can "pprfidy" t.i Porto IMco. and so much noise
lid they nuke that many Republicans began to
be afraid nnd wonder If they had provoked a
political cyclone which would bury the party. It
«•»* one of the greatest storms on record. The
very memory of ,]„.thunderclaps is enough to
raise the hair. Tito Porto Uican act was "worse
than Spanish tyranny." it was "simply holding
up Porto Rico and robbing her." We were
"going to make the Porto Means hewers of
wood and drawers of water for this country."
We were "going to starve the people of Porto
Rico to fillthe pockets of the trusts." We were
putting a "terrible handicap" on the island.
The Porto i; ins had come to us "seeking a
friend and found a Shylo?k." W. were treating
them "like Ireland," and they would be "worse
off than under the worst days of Spanish rule."
Our conduct was "unspeakably disgraceful."
V * were "marauders" «nd "pirates."

Allthe*e phrases and many more which might
be culled from last spring's controversial writ-
Ings were daily ajsri to characterize the Repub-
lican legislation for Porto Rico. Learned profes-
sors and distinguished travellers were brought
forward to prove by mathematical' demonstra-
tion that the laws proposed were tyrannical and
ruinous to tin*Island, and any Innocent witness
of their tremendous Indignation who did not
know how passions could be torn to tatters by
superior persons mistaking their prejudices for
facts would hare expected to sen Porto Rico
hopelessly ruined by that "worse than Spanish"
law. But .-. year has passed. The storm is
stilled. Porto Rico has not parted with its
pound of flesh to Shylock. but finds Itself much
benefited by the law. so much no that the free
trade and local taxation substitute passed by
the Porto ..,;, Legislature finds many opiMi-
nents la the Island. Perhaps no better testi-
mony to the hysterical character and utter
falsity of last year's outcry could be found than
that of "The New-York Evening Post," itself a
strong opponent of the Foraker hill. After a
year's experience with that measure "The
Evening Post" thus describes the present Porto
Ricsn situation as compared with that under
Spanish rule, the commercial cruelty of which
wo were said to b<» outdoing:

Under th<? old Spanish rfgiroe the burden of
taxation fell on the farmer. Jewelry, dxyiroods
•nd «imi!ar articles were exempt; but the neces-
m*-ri*» nt life, such as maize, rice, lard, sugar
flour an4coal, were subject to a tax levied by
the municipalities. Thi* Impost was heavy
awiourtin» to *1 _T> a hundredweight on flour•2 2.i en r)c* and $2 on- mufwovado ru*ar It«
*ff-'te were far reaching. Itnot only nearly
Soubled the coet of living, but it prevented thi
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TILLAGE Yo u/y.iTIOXS.
Assemblyman Seymour has introduced a bill

intended to correct what was probably an over-
sight in the election law. The statute as it now
stand* provides for the making of independent
nominations in the State and Its subdivisions
by petition of voters numbering from six thou-
sand for offices to he voted for throughout the
whole State to one hundred for offices to be
voted for only in a town, ward of a city or vil-
lage. This was doubtless meant to afford rea-
sonable opportunity to the people in every con-
stituency to put names on the official ballot. It
happen*, however, that there are several towns
and villages in this State with a total voting
population of less than one hundred. In these
it is now Impossible, though every voter in the
place desired to nominate a candidate, for con-
stable or village trustee without reference to
national politics, for independents to have their
candidate's name printed on the official ballot.

This defect in the law hns not much mattered
so long as party caucuses for purely local offices
have been open to voters in sympathy with the
local policy of the party and intending to vote
for its local nominees, regardless of how they
voted in the previous State or national election.
A recent decision in the Supreme Court, how-
ever, confines the participants in a spring cau-
cus for town or village offices to those who
voted with that party In the preceding Novem-
ber. Thus the door of the Democratic caucus
by which alone any Democrat can now have a
voice in nominating his neighborhood officers is
absolutely closed to men who refused to accept
the free silver doctrines of that party. This
would be reasonable enough if there were any
other method by which in the small community
these men could make their voice heard. Hut
there is none. Nine-tenths of the people of a
village may be opposed to the local candidates
put up by cnuense* organized on the lines of a
general political contest, yet they are helpless
to put up a ticket of their own. They cannot
secure a hundred names, and so tickets each
representing perhaps the wishes of a dozen
people willalone Ik- on the ballot, and the fifty
or s»v*nty-flve must choose between them or
laboriously write on the ballot their candidates,
r/ith the strong probability. oflosing votes.

77//; guide book of time.
Donman's often misquoted words, "a mockery,

a delusion and a snare," rise readily to mind nt
si^ht of a book without an index, and still more
at sight of a library without a catalogue. The
Implied reproach is one. however, which The
Tribune does not incur. Its annual tiles are
books of i?rcat value, whole libraries under .1
single title. They would not be -devoid of value
were Ihey without an index, though they might
greatly mock and delude the seeker for In-
formation. But with the addition of the copi-
ous, analytical and accurate Tribune Index
they arc- well catalogued libraries, with all
their treasures of record and reminder readily
accessible to all comers.

The surpassing and unique value of this an-
nual publication is not. however, confined to its :
use as a guide book to the files of this journal,
great as that special value is. The Tribune
Index is a veritable guide book to the intricate
and complex progress of time itself. It is a
classified dictionary of dates, more detailed and
comprehensive than any other in the world of
which we have knowledge. For it gives the
place in which an Item of information is to be
found, not by volume and page and column of
The Tribune .••.lone, though that would be of
great v.nlue./but by year and month and day
as well: so that he who refers to its paces
ascertains not only where to Had what The
Tribune had to say about the event, but also
the exact date on which that event occurred,
regardless of the files of this journal. There is
probably no question so often asked as "When?"'
"When did A get married? When was Iiar-
rested? When did C die? When did this, that
or the other incident, grave or gay. occur? To
such questions, multiplicate as the needs and I
curiosities of the human race, this handbook ;
gives instant answer. It is a guide to the do- ,
ings of the world which Is simply indispensable
to all who would keep themselves well informed
and who would avoid hourly perplexities.
. The latest number of The Tribune Index, now ;

on sale at The Tribune counting room or sent
by mail on receipt of $1. is more than worthy
of its predecessors, and is one of the most im- j
pressive of all conceivable records in epitome

*
of the closing year of the nineteenth century. I
Upon its crowded yet lucid pages arc? to be
found between fifty.thousand and fifty-fivethou-
sand dates of occurrences m the year 'looo. !
Wliut an amazing analysis of that year's aetiri-

The Poles la the vicinity of Shamokin. Perm . are
observing th« days of this week as "switching
days," following a custom observed In their native
home In honor of the ending of the Lenten period.

On Monday the men had their turn In switching

and flapping their better halves, who had to grin
and benr It. On Tuesday the women had their in-

nings when they chased the men around, pouring
water on them and applying the switches used on
them with compound interest. When single girls

submit to switching at the hands of single men
and the former 'to not complain. It indicates that
they will accept the attentions of th» men with a

view to matrimony.

The Incident is closed.
With credit to them both:

For Funston he took Agxle.
And Ascgle took the oath.

—(Chicago Tribune.

Liquor drummers report that the sale of keg beer
In Kansas has decreased 7.r» p.T cent since January
1, and the sale of case beer for use In private

Bouses has Increased nearly proportionately.

Brlgg*
—
IIis said that with th» improvement in

llreanr.s there Is¦continual decrease In the num-
ber of deaths on the battlefield.

CrißEs— know. Won't It be fine when they get
perfect firearms? Of course, nobody*!] be killed
then!— (Boston Transcript.

At the communion service In one of the Presby-
terian churches in Washington last Sunday the
bread and wine were passed by two admirals, a
general, two Supreme Court Justices and a former
Secretary of State

Taking Advantage of the Craze.— "What are you
doliiK. Josselyn'" asked his wife.

'•The Idea has Just struck me." replied the poet,
who was overhauling the pigeonholes in his desk
and extracting various lots of mouldy papers
marked "Rejected Manuscripts." "that It might be
a good thinK to put out a Rummace Edition of
Poems."— Tribune.

It is said that Webster Davis cherishes the secret
hope that he will live In the White House in 190.">
as the firm Democratic President of the twentieth
century.

"Aw. really. Miss Pert. Iff- rather rude to «ay
you don't like my face. Why don't you?" '¦'

-
"Oh. because."
"Because? There's no reason in thut answer."
••Neither is there any in your face."—(Philadel-

phia Press.
• A woman whose maid accompanied her to, a vege-
tarian restaurant in London was soon the re-
cipient of a protest. "But. Mary." she argued,
"the food Is palatable— you cleared your plate—and
It Is certainly wholesome. Why do you object?"
"It ain't that bad to taste, ma'am," responded
Mary, firmly, "but Idon't call it wholesome: no,

ma'am, not when they nil a body's plate with
tomato and cabbage and parsnips and potato all
at once, and give you ftshbal! things without any
flßh In 'em, and goose things without any goose In
'em. and croquette things made of mixed up
greens. Sure, ma'am, it gives me confusion of the
stomach!"

•¦No doubt you consider your coal hills high
"

gall the agent. "Now, with this little device you
can save one-half the price of coal, and"

—. /*
"If1 take two 1 suppose Ican »av# the whole of

the price of the coal. Walt tillI'veMopped burning
coal and I'lltry to save the price of the device."—
iPhU.uieloUia Press. (i3aßHß tflt11JilTThTiP'^ir I..„.-.., ¦¦...,, .
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ftIXXER FOR IRVIXG DACHELLER.
The St. Laurence Club of New-York City will

give a complimentary dinner for IrvingBache'ler.
author of "Eben Holden." on next Saturday even-
Ing at the rooms of the Aldine Association. Every
seal in the dining: room, numbering over three hun-
dred and twenty-five, hs.3 been taken, and an over-
flow dinner, numbering over Milparticipants, will
be held at the CaM Leon Flouret. Klfth-ave. and
Elghteenth-st. The same speakers will address
both dinners Ifit Is found Impossible for the over-
flow diners to be accommodated to hear speeches

at the Aldine Association rooms. Many under-
graduates from St. Lawrence University will be
present. An autograph copy Si "Eben Holden" is
to be- given as a souvenir. The Rev. James M.
Pullman, of Massachusetts, will preside. Among
the speaker* will be Mr. Bacheller. Richard Wat-
son Gilder. E. S. Brooks, President Almon Gunnl-
son of St ¦ Lawrence University. L.P. Hale and A.

P Fitch, president the Franklin County Society.
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3lmnermeni«. ties those dates represent! The average man

would be hard put to mention offhand a hun-
dred incidents of the year worthy of permanent
record. Yet here are more than five hundred
times a hundred. Truly,it is the richest dollar's
worth of analyzed chronology and history with-
in the read of man.

Oar doughty Mayor is displeased with the
charter amendments. Well and good. Was
there any thought of pleading him when those
amendments were framed?

Two public school buildings in this city which
were recently built at considerable cost are to
be rented for hotel purposes because there are
no children to fill them for school purposes. At
the same time in other parts of the city chil-
dren are deprived of proper school accommoda-
tions because the buildings are not sufficient to
hold them. There seems to have been a lack of
judgment somewhere.

ACADEMY OF M' SIC ¦••-!» Tom's Cabin.
AMFRK-AS- THEATRE—2—B:IS— East I^r.ne.
EIJOI-<>:l3

—
The cilmbw*

BROADWAY— The Trice of Peace.
CASINO—*:15—Florodora.
CRITERION THEATRB-S-.ls— When Knl«hthf>o<l Wai

Innewer.
PAI-VS THEATRE— Ean Tm-
SJDEN MUSED-The World In Wax.
EMFJRK THEATRE -*:»-Brother Officer*.
BOCRTEEXTH STREET THBATHE- -«—M*vourne*n.
GARDES THBATRK

—
*:!.%—fn>r Two nnn«>.OARKICK TMEATRB—*:3O— Jinks of the Horse

M»t- ¦ r-

GRAND OPERA IIOT'FR— S—The Ameer.
HARLEM OPERA HOUSK—7:4s—Hamlet.
JJtVINO PLACE THEATRE—S:IS—r»as Kanincfcen.
KElTH'S—Continuous Performance.
KNICKERBOCKER THEATIUJ—S:IO—The New Cailno

Ctrl.
KOJTEJI S. RIALS—I:4&—7:4s— Vau(Jevil>.
'VrKI'M THKARTB—2—

—
On and Off. followed by

The Shad«k of Nlrht.
MADISON SQUARE THEATRE— S:3O— On the Quiet.
MADISON" SQUARE GARDEN—2— WiId West.'• !RAY HILT.,THEATRE -2—B— Contented Woman.

6:15- -Vaudeville.
PASTOR'S— Day «nd Nljrht

—
Continuous Phow.

PROCTOR*!? continuous Performance.
RKPrnLIC—«:IS—In the Polar* of the King.
VICTORIA THEATRE—B—My I*dV."
W'AI«UCKfS THEATRE—b:3t>—Are You a Ma«in?

3nbrr io

establishment of small farms n?ar cities, because
the- farmer must provide for the consumption
tax before he could sell his products. This was
a practical prohibition. Since Porto Rico came
under American rule these conditions have been
materially relieved. The taxes on necessaries
Kav* been taken off; the laboring people have
been set to building roßds. of which there were
hardly any m the Island, and the tobacco indus-
try has been revived by lowering the export
duties. Flour, corn and rice, which were for-
merly subjected to high tariff duties, are now
admitted free. The old Spanish poll taxes
which laborers were compelled to pay have been
abolished. The money standard was changed on
August 1. 1000. and now many laborers are
receiving in gold what they formerly received in
silver.

That is an excellent justification of a measure
which substituted .') light Indirect tax, borne
chiefly by the importers ami exporters, who
were most able to pay. for a tax on the farmer
and laborer at a time of transition and suffer-
in? from the hurricane, when they were unable
to hear the burden. Evidently the Republicans
knew what they won- about, ami the result of
their rule is a revival of industry and a large
Increase of wages. How odd, in the light of
such testimony, appear last year's diatribes
about the Foraker law dooming the Porto
[Means to Industrial slavery and more onerous
taxation than that imposed by Spain: Such,
without exasperation, were the common descrip-
tions of that law, not by sensationalists, but by
persons who pretended to speak with measure
and sobriety on public questions as the reflec-
tors of the moral sense of the intelligent com-
munity. Ayear's experience has perhaps taught
them th.it prejudice and hysterics are not the

seal guide to practical statesmanship.
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