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HOOKS AND AUTHORS.

8

CAPTAIN DREYFUS.

HIS BUFFERINGS DESCRIBED BY HlM-

¦Staf.

The Century Company announces that the
first edition of Miss Runkle's historical novel,

"The Helmet of Navarre," will be one hundred
thousand copies. This they calculate to be from
forty thousand to fifty thousand larger than
the next largest first edition of any novel ever
published.

CURRENT TALK OF THINGS PRESENT

AND TO COME.

partments, as well as in the career of the
Shakespeare family, but with what we cannot
help thinking is an inordinate amount of detail
and elaboration.

The point of Falstaff'e remark has escaped

the commentators hitherto, because of a lack

of historical perspective In the modern view of

the throes attending the development of the

courts of sanity In English jurisprudence.

ItlsrlTShmr says it came about In 1610 as a re-

sult of a notable dispute set on foot by Sir Ed-

ward Coke. Mr.Phelps is «t the pains to prove

that this summary statement fails to take Into

a-'ount a long and exciting contest that pre-

ceded Coke's dispute, and that was already at

its height when the First Part of "Kins Henry

IV was produced. In l/iO7. Several important
caws, involving the rights of the new principle

ofequity, had stirred the country deeply. Queen
Elisabeth herself had taken a hand In the quar-
rel; Shakespeare was Involved in a suit at that
very time, in which a new move was about to
be made in the Court of Chancery, the home of
equity. "Equity" was thus one of the live topics
of the time, and when Falstaff brings in the
word in a double sense, such as Shakespeare
was so fond of. It wan a huge Joke, intelligible
to every part of the house.

This Is Mr. Phelps's contribution to Shake-
spearian criticism, and he is proud of it. as
throwing a new light on one of the best known
Of Bhakeapeare'a characters. There will be no
quarrel with him, we fancy, in his elucidation,
even though it may not strike the modern
reader as contributing much to his enjoyment of
Falstaff: and there will certainly be none with
Ms entertaining thoup-h somewhat meticulous
elaboration of Shakespeare's own connection
with the principle of equity and his experiences
and those of Ms family in the English courts of
law. Every sidelight upon Shakespeare, how-
ever narrow the arc it subtends. Is Interesting.

ALFRED RVSSEL WALLACE.

A COLLKCTION OF THE SCIENTIST'S MIS-

OKLLANKOrS WBITING&

The agreement of the Publishers' Association
to publish all books except fiction at net prices

went into effect last Wednesday, and most of
tho publishers have Informed their retail cus-
tomers of the change. A reduction in the pub-
lish.-1 price of books is made at the same time.
The discount to dealers is much restricted, and
th" latter are expected to sell only at the full
prices of the books. The only exceptions will
be made in the case of public libraries, which
will get I<> per cent discounts. As a further
protection to the retailer, the publishers have
agreed t>> add to the regular price of books or-
dered of them by mall th« cost of postage. Th«
ordinary rate of discount to retail dealers will
probably be per cent, and this. It Is p<>inte«l

out. gives little enough profit in a business car-
ried on in items of usually about $1 50 each.
Said a well known bookseller the other day:

"Peopls expect a great deal more of a retail
bookseller than of any other kind of tradesman.
A higher degree of Intelligence is demanded In
the book business than in most other retail
trades, and people expect a great deal of pro-
fessional advice and information to be gi\"ii
them for nothing. For instance, people often
come to me to make up lists of books for spe-
cial purposes, and Ipive them the benefit of my

thirty years' experience in making them and
advising as to purchases. Then, oftentimes,
these people expect to take these lists and go

to other dealers who handle books as they

would junk or pork or potatoes, and who would
be utterly unable to give them the Information
Ihave provided, and expect to buy the books
at cat rates; or they would expect rr.e to sell
them to them at prices in competition with
such dealers. Because of the high grade of In-
telligence demanded, and because of the almost
uniformly small items in which business is
dune, the profit made possible by the publish-
ers' discount is none too great."

Admirers of Maurice Hewlett's work will l>e
glad to learn that the Macmtllan Company Is
preparing to publish a uniform collected edition
<>f all his books. Th»y have acquired of G. P. Put-
nam's Sons the rights in the English edition of
"Bartbwork «iut <.l Tuscany." which this firm
has hitherto handled In this country, and also
their illustrate.l American edition, and Mr.
Hewlett is making a few changes and additions
In it before it appears in the new form. The
MacmiUana have also acquired from John I^ane
bis rights in "Pan and the Young Shepherd,"
which Is destined to Join the company of Mr.
Hewlett's other books in the uniform edition.

cussed in three papers. The facts set forth
were partly acquired by direct observation and
partly from Cray's writings. The educated
botanist is measurably familiar with these di-
versities, but the average reader willnever real-
ize how extensive they are unless he Roes into

the matter In detail. Two papers of great valuo
are devoted to museums of natural history.

One of them pictures aa ideal Institution of ihis
kind, while the other describes three American
museums. In the arrangement «>f which the
writer discovered much to admire. Both those
v\ lio manape surh trusts and those for whom
they are administered will find a perusal of these
articles profitable.

The time was when geology and otology were
unrelated sciences. Now, however, the zoolo-
gist and botanist are concerned not merely with
life as !t exists to-day, but also with the fossil
remains of earlier forms for millions of years
back. The naturalist must, therefore, turn to

the rocks, or to some one who understands
them, in order to learn something of the cli-
matic and other changes that occurred In a
given region and affected the development t f

life there. Natural history thus becomes his-
tory Indeed! Wallace was Impelled to study the
earth's crust as well as Its Inhabitants, and in
doing so he reached some independent con-
clusions". He dissents from the view that the
preat oceanic beds have ever lost their identity

since their first formation, although changes cf

lovel near the edges have modified their outlines

ami the status of adjacent continents. Some-

what needlessly, perhaps, he combats the no-

tion that tin' earth cannot have a molten In-

terior. Me traces at considerable length the
operations of the great Ice sheet during the
placial period, not only in Europe, but also in
America, and offers as a solution of the puzzle

presented by the Tosemlte Valley the theory

that that singular chasm was cut through solid

granite by water alone. Inequalities in the hard-
ness >if the stone permitting the observed in-

equality of f-ffe.-t.
The discriminating reader of Wallace will de-

rive less satisfaction from his sociological studi-s

than from those devoted to natural science.

The articles on the disestablishment of the

Church, an elective House of Lords, and the
limitation of coal exports, though pound enough,

will interest few besides Englishmen. He makes

some excellent points while discussing the mar-

riage question, when showing the motives which

chiefly inspire an agnostic to lend a moral life.
and in advising h<>w to civilise savages. But

i' is to be feared that bis scheme for a con-

sistent observance of Sunday by the strict Sab-

batarian, like Bellamy's combination of the

family and Mate (which Wallace heartily ap-

proves). Is Impracticable. That criticism ap-

plies even more forcibly to his projects fur re-

viving trade during periods of great Industrial
depression, for reforming the existing system

cf land ownership, for co-operative fnrmin?.

and for making loans without Interest. Still,

these matters occupied a great deal of his
thought between I.SSO and ISO<\ and. had his

opinions concerning them been onflttt .1 from

this work, the man would have been Inadequate-
ly represented. His crusade against vaccina-

tion was so lamentable, however, that one .-an-
not but rejoice that his views thereon are not

reproduced here. Wallace was also a some-

what conspicuous advocate of spiritualism, but
Itis noteworthy that he has made only a pass-

ingallusion to Itin the papers here brought to-

gether. Possibly he felt that It <ild not 110

clearly within the limits prescribed by the t'.tle

which he selected for the present collection.

At any rate, there Is no reason to suppose shai
he has modified bis beliefs since be v. 1 1 te his

Independent volume on the subject.

"TEARS, IDLE TEARS.'

A NEW NOVEL... By...
R. M.OITHWAITE and C. H. CHOMLEY

WISDOM
OF

ESAU
iamo. Clnth, $1.35

Brimful of thrilling, realistic action,
and strongly depicting human

passions and loves.

Cassell & Company, Ltd.
7 and 9 West 18th St., New York

BOOKS OF THE WEEK.

w i3l°lOld AerufiKrgt
'

By LUCY CLEAVER McELROY
No book of recent years has aroused more interest inadvance

ofpublication than this Kentucky story. Mrs. McElroy takes us
into the

"
I'ennyrile

"
district, a region never before invaded by

novelists. She knows her country : she knows her people, and
she depicts them with a sure and photographic touch. The
story is fresh, absorbingly interesting and strikingly original,
both in style and motive.

With 17 Illustration* by W. E. Altars, 51.50

For sale byillbooksellers, or sent postpaid on receipt ofprice.

THOMAS Y.CROWELL &CO., 426-425 West Broadway. New York

"A personal, picturesque and dramatic story

of th" life of tbe camp and actual experiences

In battle," is tbe description of James Barnes's
b.v.k. "The "ireai War Trek," included In their
May announcements by D. Appleton A Co. Mr.

Barnes went to South Africa as correspondent

for several American papers. Shortly after

his arrival he was appointed correspondent of
"The Cape Times," the government .organ In the
colony, and afterward he became chief cor-
respondent of "The London Dally Mail." Mr.

Barnes met many of the men whose name*

have become familiar to the newspaper readers,

ar.d his narrative is said to throw many intrrest-
Ing sidelights on tho war.

John Oxenham dedicates to Captain Dreyfus

hii forthcoming novel. "Our Lady of Deliver-

nnce." to be published by Henry Holt & Co.
Mr. Oxenham's i>l"t hns nothing to do with
Dreyfas*S experiences, but the*- suggested to

him tho Idea of a m«n secretly and unjustly

persecuted, who Is helped by the devotion of a

coui ageous woman.

The Fabian Belies will comprise volumes writ-

ten by members of the noted London coterie
known as the Fabian Society, devoted to study of
ec< nomlc, social and political topics In modern

life. The first book In the series, which K. P. I>ut-

ton & Co. nr<> bringing out. Is Trusts and tiie

State: A Sketch of Competition.*' by Henry W.
Uacrosty. The second, In preparation, "ill con-
sist of "Essays on Contemporary Politics," by
Sidney Webb. George Bernard Shaw and other

Fabians. The present yniusßS is km siamlnatjon

of the development of Industry from the mediae-

val guilds through th<- period of Intense com-
petition to the preseni age of association and
( ombinat ion.

The Duchess of Wellington's volume on the
pictures and sculpture In Apatoy House, Lon-
don, which has long been announced, is finally

rendy. and Longman!". Green & Co. expect the
edition Intended for America to arrive next

\\ •¦.-k. Only 330 copies will tie for sale in Kng-

l.iiul and America <uit of a total impression of
-M*> copies. The Duke of Wellington's famous
collection, given bin by the King of Spain dur-
ing the Napoleonic wars In gratitude for his

service! In the Peninsula against the French,

has been kepi dose in the London house of the
family, never opened for the inspection of the
public, and never before adequately catalogued,

described and pictured. It is known to contain
v large number of famous masterpieces, and
their disclosure through the reproductions in

the Duchess's Look will be to the art lovers of
the world almost like the discovery of hidden

or lost treasures. Th<- book will contain fifty-

one photognn urea.

Before I*resldenl McKlnley started on his long
trip through the South and West, several copies

of Appleton's "General Qnlda to th»» United
states and Canada" were ordered for the use of
himself and the members of his party.A SHAKESPEARIAN LIKE.

FIVE YEARS OF MV LIFE. MM-MM. By Alfred
;>reyfu», ex-Captain of Artillery in the Wench
Army. Octavo, pp. xiv. n*. McClure. Phillips
ACo.

The world has been asked to regard the Drey-

fus incident as closed. To the world Captain

Dreyfus addresses these words. hi glancing at
the court martial at Rennes:

In eplt- of the plainest evidence, against all
Justice and all equity, Iwas condemned. And
the verdict was announced "with extenuating
¦ stances." Since when have there been
extenuating circumstances for the crime of trea-
son? Two votes, however, were given for me.
Tv••> consciences were abie to rise above party
spirit -leave to the hieher ideal, and repara
only man'i inalienable right to justice. As to

I
the sentence which five Judges dared to pro-

nounce. Ido not accept It.

Possibly the publication of this book. In which
the victim of "a Judicial error" once more pro-

tests his Innocence and traverses the sufferings

he endured from the time of his arrest in I*ol
to his liberation in ISIIO. may reopen the closed

Incident and lead to the complete rehabilitation
for which he pleads. IfItdoes so. however. it

will not be through the force of detailed argu-

merit; of that Captain Dreyfus gives BS very lit-
tle. The book will '• potent, if at all. simply•
8 a human document, as a poignant story of

irrln.Mne misery, as a pathetic but manly appeal

to the sympathy of the nations. There is com-

plaint in it. of course, but it does not take the

form of angry recrimination. With great self-

restraint and ¦tity the author states his case,

exhibits his experience* as a prisoner, and tacit-
lyleaves the appaiUr.g tore that he draws to
pink into the public mir.d and do its work. The
book is In part a narrative, hut consists chiefly

of the author's diary, written while in confine-

ment on Devil's Island, and of letters that passed

between him and bis wife. There is also a note

several pages long by Commandant Forzinetti,

the excellent custodian of Dreyfus in the
Cherchr-Midi prison, to which the latter was
pent when first arrested. It includes the follow-
ing statement:

During the rears that Ihave spent as the head
of various military prisons. Ihave acquired a
(crest experience of prisoners, and Ido not fear
to say. and to say deliberately, that a terrible
mistake has been made. lhave never regarded
Captain Dreyfus as a traitor to his country and
uniform.

The commandant affirmed Us opinion In the
presence' of high officials and political person-
aces, and states that the government was well

aware of his views. But that those views

made no difference to any one is easily under-

Stood when we read this passage in his note:

Between the 18th and 24th of October. Major

dv Paty de Clam, who had arrested Dreyfus at

the War OfftVe. came twice with a special au-
thorization from the Minister to examine him.
Before seeing Dreyfus he asked me ifhe could
not enter his ..-I! softly. carrying a lamp pow-
erful enough to throw a Maze of light on the

face of the prisoner, whom be wished to surprise
and embarrass. Ipaid this was impossible.

But. In the long run. pretty nearly anything

proved possible for the authorities. When Drey-

fus was hurried off to the He de Re* prison after
his public degradation, his guards used him with
brutality. giving him no time even to pick up

his eyeglasses. When the prisoner saw his wife

for the last time before his departure for Devil's
Island, neither of the two was informed of the
change Impending; and when Mm*-. Dreyfus

asked the Jailers to tie her hands behind her

back and allow her to approach her husband
and kiss him, she was roughly refused. But on

his- sea girt rock Captain Dreyfus's worst Ills
began. He lived in conditions extremely and
unnecessarily painful, and with everything done

that possibly could be done to break him down.
Haw coffee was given to him. and. no means to

cook it provided. For a grillon which to broil

the. small ration of meat allowed him. he had to
be content with an old piece of sheet iron picked

up on the Island. Obliged to prepare his food In
old tin cans and cat it offpaper or bits of scrap
Iron, he swallowed dirt and rust, thus ag-

gravating the physical troubles superinduced by

bis close quarters and the pitiless heat. In one
passage of the diary we read: "ItIs enough for
me to ask from the chief guard anything of

K
common necessity. r.o matter how insignificant.
to have my request abruptly and instantly re-
fused." Correspondence with his wife supplied
the sole ray of comfort in his captivity, but

_. Mine. Dreyfus was forbidden to mention In her
W\ letters her husband's case, or events relating to
V it, "even such as were matters of publicdiscus-

sion." The last touch is put to the tragedy by
the Incredible precautions taken by the govern-
ment Jest Dreyfus might hold communication
with the outside world and escape. Through
two months and a half, while a solid palisade
was being built around his hut, lie was kept
rigidlyIn the latter, Us Feet being Ironed to his
bed at night. Permission to buy a few carpen-
ter's tools, to that he might divert his mind
with a little manual labor, was refused lest he
use them as a means of .scape. "Ifail to see
myself." he grimly observes, "escaping on a
carpenter's plane from an island where Iam
kept under scrutiny night an day."

¦at we need not multiply examples. The
whole dreary business recalls the worst phases
of the Middle Ages, rather than the closing
years of the nineteenth century. And still Drey-
fus la not hitter: At all events, his book gives
no sign of such a result of his sufferings. In
the worst agonies of mental strain he preserves
hi*faith in Justice, and steels his will to endure
alt that be may ultimately triumph. Even on
his way to the lie de Re. when the mob is per-
mitted to fling its scorn in his face, he confines
himself to remarking: "How heavy must the re-
Fponsibility weigh on those others who in tor-
turing an individual are also abusing the confi-
dence of an entire nation!" His devotion to
France remains unshaken. That is one of th.-
most touching elements In this simple, sincere
memorial of a frightful ordeal.

WHAT ONE COMMENTATOR HAS MADE
OF IT.

Has removed from No. 22 to

No. 32 West 33d St.
Bet. Broadway and Fifth Aye.,

New York.
IMPORTANT PURCHASES bare just been

rwstwsl from thr» auction sales of the Libraries
of th*» Into Mr. Frederick W. French, of Boston.
and the late Mr. T. J. MeK*»e. of New York.

Also oxc»*oflln!;ly rare books purchased at

private sale from the Library of Mr. Albert
.1. Morgan.

INSPECTION INVITED.

GEO. H. RICHMOND
DEALER IN

and 'Prints,

From The Ix>ndon Morning Tost.

The h»>rof s of Homer, grent. strapping fellows.
weep on the stlcbtesi opportunity. llenelaus
cries when he i« wounded nol badly. Mr. Kip-
ling Itelrk, is mv authority for saying that
every on* cMes wh'n he is shot in the hand.
The foot seems less apt when in.lur.-d t.> cause
tear? I lately met a rery young g^nti-man
who. after adequately bayonettlng a Boer, wns
hims«lf shot in the foot. But. from his descrip-

tion of the sensation. It wap a!" Ifsomebody ha^l
thrown n none at him. and he did not weep.
At any emotion Homer's men cry. without any
of our falp<- mod. sty. in one place a hero Is de-
scribed by the great poet »s "weeping lik. ¦
waterfall." which to us Northern people seems
rather absurd. Th" heroes of the <>ld Preach
epic. -The Song of Roland." cry; the whole army,
without exception, blubber when they think of
sweet Frame during a peninsular campaign On
the other band. Ido no! remember h sirKi^ ir>-
stanre tn which the tough warrtors of the Norse
sajras weep, tmr early Norman kings, hard-
bitten men. rolled on the floor and gnawed at
straws Instead of crying; they also swore terri-

bly, especially William Rufus. Now. if you come
to think of it. the lionians, and still more tlie
()'.<¦ ks. appear to have been practically ignorant
of profane swearing. Homer never t<-n.s us that
"our men swore terribly In" Trola. They could
rurae. Iftdmit, but to curse was rafh»r an elali-
orate affair (usually resorted to l>v injured
ninthfrnt, not a mere explosion of irritation. No
Homeric hero, however angry, exclaims, "You
go to Tartarus." They had not even a word for
i,ur bri<f popular expression of hostile interest
in th.- future life of an irritating person. Field-
ing makes the village boys say to Phaethon, the
son of the sun:

You. the Sun's son. you rascal— you be <1 il!

But lure the learned author of "Tom Jones" per-
mits himself to enjoy an anachronism. The in-
ference from the** considerations is that tb>-
early (Jreek warriors cried so much be.-anse
they did not know how to swear, a practice far
more military and manly. Swift t<-l!s us that
wh.-n all London expected the la:it day the o(ll-
cers of her majesty Queen Anne swore even more
than common, lest their men should think thatany occasion, however serious, could daunt ,1
gentleman who wore the Queen's uniform, ti^Intention, by itself, was excellent, but Achilles
and Aganv-mnon would have sat down andcried, a thing detrimental to discipline.

The next best weepers known to history nre
th. philosophers of the eighteenth century. Their
Rr.-at idea was to return to a state of nature,
which was presently done in the savage feroc-
ities of th^ glorious revolution. F'.ut before
blood wfls sh^j In rivers the philosophers re-
turned to a state of nature by weeping like
waterfalls. Rousseau, especially, outdid JobTrotter. Mr. .Tingle1* servant In "Pickwick

"
agentleman whom th!s lackey genius greatly re-

s'milled. Rousseau teiis us that be used to walkalong the road weeping when he thought whata fine old fellow the Earl Maiischal was. BvenAgamemnon would not have cried at the reflec-
tion that Nestor was a tine ..id fellow. <>n theScottish stioulder and velvet coat adorned withy.How butterfli-s. of Mr. David Hume did JeanJacques also shed the tears of sensibility greatly
disconcerting Mr. Hume, a daisy, a pretty girl'
a bird in the branches, a flower by the way "

were enough to set the lachrymatory glands'.'.f
th* philosopher at work. "He -,vent out on"themain and did the briny." The pr. ctlce beramefashionable, as the novels of the period show ifwe can trust the novels of the period

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THEM BY AN-

DREW LANG.

•Tlore striking than any history • . .
more entertaining than any fiction."

—LITERARY WORLD.

One retailer outside of New fork
has ordered 490 copies of

THE COURTOT MEMOIRS'
within nine weeks.

*8,0, 52.00.
- -HENRY HOLTICO., 29 W. 23d Si.

Discussing the decision of a Buffalo judge,

made public the other day, to the effect that the
announcement of a "limited edition" printed
from a certain set of plates makes any further
ns^ of the1-" platea In printing other editions a
vitiation of contract with purchasers of tin-
limited edition, s New-York publisher declared
that it wan all wrong, and would not be upheld.
"Itis entirely r.gainst the u?age of all reputable
houses," sail this man. "If a publisher an-
nounces an edition printed from type, that 1?
afterwanl to be distributed an.i net used for
further printing*, that Is one thing; it would be a
violation of th" understanding to have the type
stereotyped afterward and used for other edi-
tions; but in the case cl a limited edition from
plutes it is different. The edition Is a certain
combination of letterpress, illustration, paper
and binding; and if subsequently the same
plates are used to print a different edition, with
different illustrations and binding and on dif-
ferent paper, there Is no violation of the under-
standing with the buyers of the first edition. A
jury of experts in the publishing trade would
uphold this position unanimously against the
Buffalo Judge, Iam confident." •

y"v »4. 1 15, Piccadilly,

VJUciriLCn London. Dealer in

old Mas. Early

Printed Books and General Literature. Agent
for Learned Societies.

rA^ChTrl,£X 2221* An Interpretation.

Seldom In any other department of literature
than Shakespearian criticism is so great aweight of matter hung upon so Blender a peg
as in this •interpretation" by Mr. Phelps of a
line spoken by Falstaff in the First Part of"King Henry IV." it i.at the climax of theGadshill Incident, when Prince Hal and Polnshave absented themselves at the critical mo-ment, leaving Sir John with Bardolph and the
rest to rob the travellers without their aid. andbefore the attack by the absentees upon Fal-
stanT and his crowd. Then Falstaft says:

Come, my masters, let us fhare. and thento horse before day. An the Prince and Po'n"bflinot tWO arrant cowards, there's no equity
Burring.

"There's no equity stirring." Mr.Phelps has
discovered that this phrase caps the climax of
the situation while the whirlwind of fun is at
Its fury. It was an expression, he thinks—a'
gag" in modern parlance— set the whole

house In an uproar of merriment. it seems
mild enough. in fact, almost unintelligible, to
modern readers. This volume Is devoted to ex-

: plaining th« point of the Joke, with the ex-'
P*n<!iture of a deal of legal knowledge and of
historical learning In Jurisprudence. It brings

'. up an interesting; series of facts in these de-

STfOIKS SCIENTIFIC AND SOCIAL. By Alfred
Russ»l Wallace. LL.I)..D. C. 1... K. H. S.. etc.
In Two Volumes. With Numerous Illustra-
tions. Octavo, pp. %x, 132. viii,535. The Mac-RBjUaa Company.

Like Lords Kelvin and Lister, both of whom
are his juniors. Alfred Russel Wallace has en-
joyed a period of existence and activity much
longer than that allotted to man by the Script-
ures. His researches and writings extend over
a period of fully half a century. The range of
his study has been wider than that of some
scientific man of equal fame; hence the fifty-
two papers which are here collected deal with
a considerable variety of topics, and. as might
be expected, are not of uniform value and In-
terest. Wallace has been distinctively a nat-

uralist. Moreover, as an expounder of the doc-
trine of evolution, he ranks with Huxley and
Herbert Spencer— not, of COOT**, with Darwin.
Nevertheless, Darwin and Wallace appear to
have hit upon the principle of natural selection
independently of each other and almost'simul-
taneously. The five articles on evolution which
are now republlshed were prepared for various
periodicals between 1880 and I88& The heat of
controversy had then practically disappeared,
and much more information was available than
was at Darwin's disposal. These papers, there-
fore, constitute a modern statement of the sub-
ject, and a masterly and authoritative state-

ment as well.
Pains are taken at the outset to make clear

what Darwin did not attempt to do. He did
not try to account for the beginnings of life,
any more than for the beginnings of matter.
He merely indicated how life acted after Its
first appearance on the earth. The essential
propositions of the evolution philosophy are
these: What are now different but allied species
had a common ancestry; the earlier types of
animals were fewer in number, more simple In
organization and more general In their forms
than the later ones; life became more diverse.
more complicated and more abundant as time
went on; and in the struggle for existence
which at length took place some species sur-
vived while others were extinguished, nature
conducting a weeding out process on the basis
of adaptability to environment. As Spencer
put It, there was a "survival of the fittest."

The fundamental fact to which Darwin. Wal-
lace and their disciples direct attention Is that
all forms of life show a tendency toward varia-
tion from the parental pattern. Heredity is one
of the most potent of natural laws, but it does
not insure absolute fixityand stability of type.

In structure, appearance or other traits all
animals and plants show a remarkable disposi-
tion to depart more or less from established
precedent. Even Huffon insisted that nature
was In a state of flux. The proposition has
hern hotly disputed, but the evidence is over-
whelmingly In its favor. The more extensive
is man's observation of mammals, birds, fishes,
insects, trees and shrubs the more obvious it
becomes that with little changes of environ-
ment, and often without any apparent explana-
tion at all, individuals and groups of creatures
show surprising modifications of color, size,
form or other characteristics as compared with
their parents. What causes variation is yet a
mystery; but variation itself, a splitting up of
species Into new ones. Is one of the most patent
phenomena of biology. This disposition betas
once recognized. it is easy to understand that
kinds of animals which are now distinct, but
resemble each other (like cats and tigers, hawks
and eagles, or men and monkeys), may have
had a common origin. Wallace says, however,
that It is much easier to establish this law in
respect to the species of one genus or the
genera of a single family than as applied to the
broader groups and orders. We can actually
Bee the performance In the former Instance.
In the latter we can only infer.

Among the causes of variation which have
been suggested is the possibility that certain
characteristics of a pair of animals which are
not derived from their parents, but are ac-
quired during their own lifetime, may be trans-
mitted to their offspring. In other words. It
has been thought that unlnherited intellectual
gifts, mechanical skill cr strength, keenness of
vision or changes of complexion, might be passed
along to the next generation. Although Darwin
gave this matter no special study and laid no
stress upon it.he believed that such a process
operated. Herbert Spencer has committed him-
self still more strongly to that opinion. Weiss-
mann. however, denies the possibility. Wallace
makes a formidable argument against It. Just
now, therefore, the question is an open one.
A comparison of types of animal life in dif-
ferent parts of the world was a fascinating task
to even the zoologists of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. But the pursuit assumes
new and immense Importance from the proba-
bility that these various types had a common
parentage, and consequently are related to on.-
another. Interesting questions of time, method
and dominating influence are thus excited. Wal-
lace has studied them with acuteness and en-
thusiasm. He holds that whrn closely allied
epecies are widely separated geographically

one must not conclude that they did not have
a common origin. His articles treating of mon-
keys and their affinities, the protective dis-
guises of Insects and the problem of Instinct
are exceedingly instructive. His emphatic af-
firmative answer to the question whether white
men can live and work In a tropical climate,
and his consideration of the derivation of the
Polynesian and native Australian races (whirh
he regards as offshoots of the Caucasian stock)
will Interest Americans much more now thin
before the battle of Manila.

Points of difference between the forests and
Sowers of Europe and North America are dls

o\i: OF THACKERAT& STORIES.
From The London Chronicle.

Stephen Gwynn'a Introduction to "Pendennis-Is an excellent piece of work. He ten, a storythat is worth repeating. Thackeray had writtenIn an.early chupter of "IVndennis" that thewickedest characters always found some one tolove them, and mentioned as probable cases inpoint Bluebeard. Nero, and Catherine HavesNow the,Cathe Hayes whom Thackeray hadin his mind had committed a murder of slniruliratrocity, but he had forgotten that there w"another Catherine Hayes, "an amiable "ourSlady of Irish origin." who was then singing inthe opera. "The Freeman Journal." of Dublindenounced him as "guiltyof unmanly grossnessand cowardly assault." Tnack replied witha letter headed "Capers and Anchovies." in
which he told the story of an Irishman whocalled out a stranger for questioning his a<=««>rtlon that anchovies might be peen growing onthe Rook of Gibraltar. He killed his opponent
who sprung Into the air as the bullet struck him'and his second exclaimed. "Youare making himcut capers."

"
Bedad-" said the Irishmanthoughtfully. "It was capers Imeant."

•The Limits of Evolution." by G. H. Howison.
LL.. D.. Mills professor of philosophy In the Uni-
versity of California, will be published by the
Macmillan Company next week. It illustrate*
tho author's metaphysical theory of personal
idealism, and is a literary and unterhnical pres-
entation of a new system of philosophy, which
is. however, an organi.- outgrowth of the . h^f
historic systems of idealism, especially those of
Aristotle. Leibnitz and Kant.
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~J~hotvs her in tA*fulness of great potvers."

CRUCIAL INSTANCES
By Edith Wharton
UnHF. is to-day the most promising figure

J^ we have. To-morrow is hers. How
THE ar s e wju gO it is hard to tell.

EVENING But with her stern devotion to style, her
worldly wisdom, her keen insight, her wit and

SJN her fancy, and, above all, her invariable good
taste, there is no knowing what the future has

Jays : .-
store rs Wharton writes as ifshe felt

that the age of literature was not past."

MISTRESS NELL
A Merry T».le of a. Men v Time——————————

By George C. Hazelton. Jr.
firANJVirT-rir Author of the play of the same

JLA7(:>L *iL name which Miss Crosman is now

GILDER presenting with such great success
U i at Wallack*s Theatre

S"ays:

"Wit flashes from every page*

73he WHITE COTTAGE
By ZACK

"A brilliant study of life in shadow."— New York Tribune
"

Very like the quality we call genius."— The Academy

'BooKjellers, cr Each 12mo. $1.50

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS


