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presei t :::iment a blot upon the civilization of
the Westf-rn Hemisphere, th.- barbai.sr:i ;.r.J

appalling nußßjOVesnanswl Of this, the earl.est
OOMSI] of « hnsto;.her Coin::.bus, being in a
m.-aMire th-- fault of tl.e Arn1 riran p.- pi.

KX-ATTACHK.

big- enough to let two rats into the cellar of
the Old South Meeting House, an probably more
than big enough to let them, wiser and leaner
rats, out agrain.

These two holes, with the intermittent assist-
ance of the rat, entertained the good citizens of
Boston at the rate of two thousand an hour for
an indefinite period in the middle of one day
this week. It is easy enough to reckon. During
the show there were from thirty to thirty-five
people standing in choice positions along the
Milk and Washington st. railings of the fence
about the tiny yard of the Old South Meeting

SIXTY DOLLARS A \ lIOCU.
From The Huston Transcript.

This :s :i stor> of a r.it and two h..!.-s in the
ground. Tiit- holea were wry small holes, just

M!MMI.KS OF SOUADKON A ON THE 500 YARD LINE, CREEDMOOR.
i.'^l.t.iin Huwu.rU G. Ua.ili;lej- co*. !..:.£.

Germany, nor yet Great Britain, would car In
oft* r any material opposition to what is virtually

an ae< mpllshed f;.ct. it is reporti-d on >x.client
authority thai they win render their ri'nsfni to
Austria's proposal conditional upon an Inter*
national agreement of a wide reaching charac-
ter, whereby Russia is allowed to retain pos-
session of Manchuria, which she already occu-
pies, and by the terms of vhhh France is eon-
tin^,! j:, th • fun pass) KsiOß "f Tunis, with per-

haps other territorial compensation in Urn direc-
tion Of Morocco, Knu'land at the satin time
being authorised t< ; convert Egypt arid Cyprus,
which she now merely occupies, Into Integral
portions <>( her vast colonial empire, an !while

Italy would be allowed to put into execution
her well known designs with reward to Tripoli,
Germany would in all likelihood have the lease
of Kiao-Chau, in China, converted into actual
freehold ownership and the extent of the de-
pendency considerably inlarKcd. It is safe to

assume that whatever territorial eompensatloa
the German Emperor exacts and receives In
connection ui:h an international arrangement

of this nature will !¦• in the Par East, I:k< that
«>f Russia; for, with the exception of Urn latter,

there is no power that has sent so large a num-
ber of troops or has spent so much money and
trouble upon the settlement of the pwocnt Chi-
nese imbroglio, an action she would scarcely
have undertakes asJem she had bj view the ful-
filment of certain definite designs.

To sum the matter up briefly, Kngland's title
to K".ypt and Cyprus, both of which she occu-
pies, is even more incomplete than that of Aus-. Ui Hersegovina and Mopnia. since both
Cyprus and Egypt are theoretically pnrtloni of
tl.. iittKir.au Kmpire, paying tribute t.. it. dr-

any holds its Chinese dependency m- rely by
means Of a !.-as • from the Chin at film111IISM111.
precisely as Russia occupies I'ort Arthur, the
Leao-Tong Peninsula, on whtd U is situated,

and Manchuria Tunla bj still nnssln»llj sub-
ject to the rul. .if its I'.e;. and to Turkish --uz-
ramty, althouKh it is de facto a Kivmii pos-
sesslon, and a number of other Instances of the
sani. kind could be ¦ ite.]. ti:--BTCteXt m ah I

'

every CaM f. r th.- OOCUpatM* Ifl the past, ai

well as the definite annexation in ti.' f-;:ur-
being the interests if elviUamttea and Of hu-
manity.

it may be qutstMsnd whelhei ti.es.- same
reasons mit'iu not be Invoked by Urn United
Stat. s in connection with th«- r:.%-r<. republics
of San Domingo and of Hnytt, which are at Urn

work to establish an administration of the prov-
inces on a European and civilized basis, with
the recognition of equal rights to Christians and
Mahometans, and by degrees lias transformed
the provinces from outposts of barbarism, and
from the worst example of Oriental tyranny,
oppression and misgovernment, into prosperous
and well administered portions of a civilised
and progressive European empire. Magnificent
roads, railroad lints and canals now traverse
Bosina and Herzegovina in every direction. In-
dustries of all kinds nourish; rights of property
and of person secure full recognition; no dis-
crimination is made between Christians and
Mahometans, the religions of each receiving of-
ficial and financial recognition by the State,
while members of the two creeds, instead of
being in a state; of continual and fierce warfare
as in times gone by, now live together in such
amity that one finds Christians yielding ready

obedience to the Mahometan headmen of their
Villages, and Mahometans according similar def-
erence t.i their Christian superiors. To accom-
plish all this has cost a great deal Of money.

But at length the provinces are on a self-paying
basis and among the most prosperous and best
governed of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Of course, no one Imagines for one moment
that after all this trouble and expense Austria
would ever be willing to restore Herzegovina
and Bosnia to the Sultan, and, Indeed, it would
be a downright crime against the laws of civili-
zation to condemn the two provinces to a relapse

into barbarism, which would necessarily follow
their restitution to the Sublime Porte. What,

then, is the reason for Austria's wishing to

transform her occupation into actual annexa-
tion? ItIs, In the first place, that full industrial
and commercial development of the provinces

is to a certain degree Impeded by the idea that
the title of Austria to these dependencies is in-
complete, and thai the permanency of her tenure

Is not fully assured. Moreover, political agita-

tors encourage the Idea that In course of time
Bervia and Montenegro, now divided by the
provinces in question, may join bands across
them and absorb them into one single
State, constituting a revival of the oldtlme

Servian Empire of the Middle Ages. Besides, it

Is felt that the Hapsburg monarchy being made
up of so many more or leas rival races and
nationalities, united by ties that are in the main
dynastic, it is politic t<> amalgamate a* far as
possible all the divergent elements and to have
all titles clear and clean, since, in the event

Of any dynastic troubles in Austria-Hungary, or
lay internal disturbances following upon the
death of Francis Joseph, Russia or some other
power might, as the case stands now, find a
pretext for the seumra of Herzegovina and
Bosnia on the ground that Austria-Hungary

was no longer Ina position to fultil its duties as
Mandatory of the great power In connection
rlth these dependencies. The Emperor of Aus-

tria is now an old man of over seventy, who
/iels that the end of his reign cannot be much
longer delayed, and with the Interests of Ms
dynasty and of his people al heart he wishes to

Ft-t his bouse In order before be ligathered to
his fathers. He is anxious before be dies to
remove everything that can be a source of
weakness or dlflk-ulty to his successor, and, like
a sound business man. to leave nothing but clean
and clear lilies to all bis possessions.

That Is why negotiations are now in progress
with the various signatory powers of the Treaty
of Berlin, with a view to the definite cation
of Herzegovina and Bosnia to the Austro-Hun-

Kuxia.ii Empire, and while neither Kussla nor

TKOOP 2 AT TARGET PRACTICE AT CREEDMOOR.

Hous^— a constantly changing: crowd that re-
newed itself every minute.

Now, in this crowd wore all '
•\u0084:- of persons,

from the office boy at ?.": a week, to th. broker
at $.:<*». Every one watched his minuto before
he went about his business; for some the mone-
tary loss was only the fraction of a cent; for
others it mounted up in th, dollars. A low
and conservative estimate of th average mone-
tary value of these people is "_i> cents an hour.
Thirty people standing for one minute are equal
to one person standing for half an hour. Hut the
entertainment extended over many minutes. Aa
hour of it for two thousand people was paid for
by Boston employers in *ti». worth of time.

What did this $»;»» crowd of two ........ !
persons see for its money? Most of the people saw
two holes in the ground; some of them the
bright, beady eyes and the whiskered nose of a
rat. The poor fellow was probably trying to
get away to some less hallowed, but more fruit-ful, surroundings, when the first observing rye
saw him and by looking collected the audience.
He lay low for many long ininill s.i many
that the whole crowd about the fen was in
utter ignorance of what it was watching: but
still the crowd hung on. looking at the holes, cr
gazing up at the sparrows which twittered in
and out of their nests in the close ivy growth
on the wall. Every time the rat looked out one
or two saw him, anil then everybody devoted his
attention to the holes again. And neither rats
nor holes can have known how much they w< '•'*
costing the employers all over Boston.
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