
the city Is a Hty affair, nnd the method by
which the State secures its revenue does not
affect in the least the total revenue raised by

thf city, even though to raise that amount it
may Increase its tax rate to make up for prop-
erty removed from its rolls. I-ast year $82,000,-

000 was raised by taxation for city purposes,
aud any amount in excess of that sum raised
this year measures the increase in the cost of
Tammany city government and has absolutely
nothing to do with the change in State revenue
methods. Instead of $52,000,000 this year $89.-
000,000 is to be raised. What does that $7,000,-

000 excess stand for? Tammany extravagance

and robbery. Tammany's ever increasing sala-
ries for political favorites, its payrolls swollen
far beyond the needs of the service, its "rake-
offs" to men like Marks, who sell poods to tue
city at prices far in excess of what they are
offered at in the open market.

What a show Commissioner Keitner makes of
himself in the eyes of honorable and straight-

forward people when he attempts to delude the
taxpayers nnd cover up his party's extrava-
gance by blaming the State as the sole cause
for their additional burdens, when in fact the
Suite has not added to their taxes at all, while
Tammauy is wringing $7,000,000 in new taxes

from their pockets and is too cowardly to con-
fess it' Evidently he knows thai, this $7,000,-

000 is waste aud robbery. Otherwise he would
explain and justify its exaction, instead of try-

ing to conceal it and deceive people into think-
ing their increased city tax bills were entirely

due to the State. Sneaking as well as suicide
is sometimes confession.

June came in cool as a crockery crate of Long

Island cucumbers, and went out hotter than a
barrel of West Point tabasco. The poet who
sang of it, "Then, if ever, come perfect days,"

was evidently nof acquainted with all of its
capabilities.

The German Emperor is most eloquent and

earnest In his appeals to his fellow countrymen

to strive for suoremacy on the water. In his

view the land, at least. Is secure. And he longs

for the dominion of the sea. Yachting in Ger-
many has been developed so rapidly that a

Teutonic challenge for an International cup may

ere long be in order.

Professor Standfuss, of Zurich, has been studying
the effects of solar heat and temperature on butter-
flies. More than forty thousand butterflies were
subjected to close examination. Some degrees more
or less change the nature and looks ao much that
they take on every appearence of having been
born in a warmer or colder climate. On one oc-
casion, It being very cold In Switzerland, a butter-
fly common there suddenly began to look like a
butterfly from Lapland. Others subjected to a
higher solar temperature changed and looked like
butterflies from Corsica or Syria. The experiments,
which are to be continued, led to the production of
butterflies of an entirely new type, some being of
a very beautiful description.

Stokes— Whew! wasn't it hot last night? I
thought a ride in a summer car would give me re-
lief, but Icouldn't get a breath of air.

Smokes— Me. too; but the only time a breeze
sprang up was when Istruck my last match and
tried to lightmy cigar.— (Philadelphia Press.

"Kropff. the Abilene prophet," says "The Kansas
City Journal." "has offered another explanation of
his prediction of a total failure in the wheat crop.
He says now that his information must have come
from the evil one. and not from God. But what
could be more unfortunate than the condition of a
man who. on getting a hunch, can't tell whether It
comes from the devil or the Lord?"

"Your 808,-" said the teacher, "has missed it on
arithmetic"

"Yes."
"No wood at spelling."
"Yes."
"A <lunce in history."
•Tea."
"And there's no good in him."
••Professor." said the farmer, "have you ever

he.ir.l that hoy cussln" of a Georgia mule under a
br'lUn' sun in a ten acre field?"— (Atlanta Constitu-
tion.

An Albergo Popolare, built on the model of the
Rnwtcn houses, and to be conducted on the game

principles, has just been completed in Milan, and
Is to be opened soon. The building, with its flt-
Ungs, has cost about £2fi.oo<>. It contains 330 bed-
rooms, the charge for which will be 4d or sd. a
night.

Young Bride—Way, Charts*, you don't seem to be
eating anything this morr.ins;. Ar.d Igot up early
to make these biscuits for you. too.

Charles
—

No. dear. Idon't feel at all hungry
this morning, to tell the truth. Your biscuits are
very nice, indeed. By th*» way. Iwonder if there
are any of those dog biscuits left that IbOU|
Nero on Friday?— (Somervllle Journal.

Charles Russell Post. No. 7, Grand Army of *he
Republic, of Boston, has started a movement for
a new law to provide that no gam* s or
amusements shall take place on Memorial Day be-
tween the hours of y a. m. and 3 p. m.

"I regret to inform you." said the man who was
c:i!!cl on (Off ¦speech, "that Ihave nejtlc
make any preparation for this occasion. Ifany one
in the audience will suggest a subject upon
a man Is privileged to talk when he doesn't knowanything about it Iwill be glad to make a few
remarks."

of course he thought he had excuse! himself
very cleverly, but something over half the audi-
ence responded almost as one person. v

"Talk about the army canteen." they said.—
(Chicago Post.

ABOUT SOCIETY.

The Czar of Wantage delays his return to the

realm which he rules from afar, and from which

he draws his revenues. New-York enjoys a dis-

tinction singular to Itself, one which no other
City of ancient or modern times has ever been

able to boast of. This Is the only city in history

subject to the will <>f a despotic private citizen

who spends half the year in a foreign country

thousands .f miles away, but whose autocracy

v.r.d dictatorship remain, nevertheless, nnchal-
And Isn't New-York prou-1 of this state

of thlngx?

In spite of the terrible heat yesterday, there was
a comparatively large attendance at the funeral In
Grace Church of Mrs. Henry C. Potter, many peo-
ple having come into town from the country for
the purpose of giving thrs expression of sympathy
t > Bishop Potter in his bereavement. Among those'.:. the church were Mrs. James M. Varnum. Mrs
George 8. Bowdotn Mr. and Mrs. James A Scrvm-ser. Mrs. Whltolaw Reid. Mrs. William KlnnicuttDraper, Mrs. Henry A. Robbins, Mr. and Mrs
William Kingslund. Mrs. Richard M. Hunt. Alex-
ander M. Hidden and Major Theodore K. Uibbs.

A rumor comes from England that lu-dlam is
to change Its habitation, Is v possible that th>.-

Middle of the Road PoptAists have pos-
. •: !.¦¦!• after?

Mrs. Elliott F. Shepard h | many con-
Ids on the t ¦ir- 11 111 1 of hei l:tt:. granddaugh-

ter, who made her flr^t appearance in tbe world onId, the Ba? Rarboi place,
the chiM * parents, Mr. and Mrs. \V.i;..,m

J. Schli .; lin, ure xjh .--.•11?itr the suii.h.-t MrsSchteffeltn, It n.-iv be remembered, ...¦- Mi^s Marie
ml.

FOREIGN.
—

The presence of Canadian Min-
isters and other colonial officials in London, and
their support of Mr. Chamberlain's policy, have
greatly strengthened the government, ==La-
borers on a railroad in Ecuador attacked the
Americans in charge of construction work;
many were killed and wounded. =Corea has
requested Japan to close the Japanese postofnees
and withdraw officials. ===== Sir Henry Camp-
bell-Bannerman admitted that the Liberal party
is in straits; it is believed that he will resign
the leadership, and there is talk of Lord Rose-
bery as his successor. == Sarah Bernhardt
was entertained at the Vagabond Club, in Lon-
don.

—
Earl Russell was formally taken into

custody by the House of Lords and was re-
leased on bail. . ¦¦ Sir Thomas Lipton willnot
race Shamrock IIagainst the Karlad, but a
series of matches may be arranged between the
latter boat and Shamrock I. - ¦ Three pre-
liminary heats were rowed in the races at Hen-
ley. ¦

'
Aclose lawn tennis match was played

by Davis and Ward and the Doherty brothers
for the English championship: rain caused the
match to be postponed until to-day; it will be
replayed.

DOMESTIC— Cabinet held its last meet-
Ing before the departure of the President for
Canton. . Secretary Wilson predicts that in
leps than a year the United States, with its new
possessions, will be able to produce everything
Ituses. ]

-
Cornell won the 'varsity boat race

at Pougtikeepsie and lowered the world's record.
Pennsylvania won the freshman race and Cor-
nell the four-oared contest.

—
"Tendencies in

Education" were discussed at the University
Convocation in Albany.=The Niagara Bank
of Buffalo closed its doors, having been carried
down by the failure of the City National Bank.
1 The record of heat was again broken in
Philadelphia, where 102.S degrees was shown on
the Government thermometer: at Baltimore the
record was 103 degrees; in a Kansas town there
was a record of 104 degrees. ===== Little new
developed in the steel strike situation, but there
Is a general belief that it will be soon called off;
the sheet steel combination announced a cut in
prices.

ClTY.—Stocks were dull and heavy. ==
There were more than two hundred deaths from
heat in the metropolitan district and many more
prostrations. Some relief was afforded late in
the afternoon by a storm of wind, rain and
lightning, which did considerable damage in the
suburbs. ===== St. Agnes's Roman Catholic
Church, Brooklyn, was destroyed by fire, having
been struck by lightning in the storm of the
early evening. == A firt, thought to have been
due to a lightning bolt, gutted a seven story
unoccupied apartment house; the wind carried
the sparks to other buildings setting fire to them.
one, a landmark of old New-York, was de-
stroyed. '

Jacob S. Rogers and the Rev. Dr.
Newland Maynard died as the result of the ex-
cessive heat. =Depositors in the Seventh
National Bank retained counsel to bring pro-
ceedings to have President Thomas and Edwin
Gould declared unsecured creditors. United
States District Attorney Burnett assigned an
assistant to aid Bank Examiner Raynor. ¦

-
The chief engineer of th» Brooklyn Bridge re-
ported to Commissioner Shea that the Brooklyn
Heights Railroad Company was running fewer
trains on the bridge than the city did when It
controlled the service, although traffic had
greatly increased.

THE WEATHER.— Forecast for to-day: Part-
ly cloudy and warm. The temperature yetier-
day: Highest, 00 degrees; lowest, S3; aveiage.
£7%.

THE ENLARGED BRIGADE.
Ever since his election Governor Odell lias

shown great interest in matters pertaining to
the National Guard, and his views nave always
been shared by the men who havo the best

interests <>f the citizen soldiery nt heart. His
last act, by which rhc old First Brigade has
been restored, with the exception of cavalry,
signal corps and artillery, will probably meet
with the approval Of nearly every officer in
Manhattan, ifGeneral McCoskry Butt who is
placed on the supernumerary list, should find
fntilt with the new arrangement it would be
only natural, for, despite his shorter service, be
was made the senior of General George Moore
Smith by one day when the commissions were
issued, iii ix>s. and his brigade received the
number "one." while General Smith was placed
at the foot of the list, withnumber "live."

<;e:ier:il I'utt w;is the man to take cbarga. •>.

the consolidated brigade if the matter had i n
arranged ifvording to rank af it is laid down

In the ol
' register. Bui Governor Odell

doubtless took General Smith's popularity, his

seniority in the service and his wider experi-

ence into consideration and disregarded the
question of rank. It has even been binted thai
the two brigades were made Into one simply to

get rd of General Butt, who bad on several
occasions shown violent antagonism toward]
Genera] Roe, bis miperl< r offli er.

Mrs. Henry i> KnowMoa a"<t >¦. r teogMer,
Madeline, leave Tuxedo next week for Bar Harbor.

in N.i]les ii has been a tradition for ¦
• tmerii w wheat does not fur-
;.' for it>- making of m

oi the choicest quality. That unfoui
tion bus now been t^rn In pieces, and It has

I that the wheat from the Dnit< l

:-¦ ¦..* can furnish the chief material in th.-

manufacture "f the tiuest macaroni which can

be made in any part of Italy. T> js the V\
Hemisphere still continues to hold its own with
the Eastern an imore, I

M;-s Anne has l:.>:l? to Newport, and is
with Ml -

Maud Wetmore.
Before you Lave the city tor your summer out-

inj?,be sure to subscribe for The Tribune. You will
Jetl lost without it. The address will be changed
Si often as desired.

Mr. and Mra C Ottvet IseJta nave left New-
:-•¦ i" the Watunbek Hotel, .i,f-

N. H., where they willremain until the hotspell is over.

"THE BLAST OF THE TERRIBLE OXES."

There are few conditions of human life in
which human weakness and helplessness

as-'ainf-t the forces of nature are so keenly felt
as in a protracted term of hot weather such as
that from which we are now suffering. In
rainy weather we can keep ourselves measur-

ably dry. In the bitterest cold we can keep

warm. For famine there is relief in the bounty
of fertile lands, and for the deadliest plague
there are sonic prophylactics. But when the
temperature rises to an uncomfortable degree,

means of relief are laekinc. No thinness of
Clothing can do in July what thickness of cloth-
Ing does in January. No resources of science
can yet. on a general scale, do against beat
what stoves and furnaces do against cold.
Whatever the few may be able to do, for tho
vast multitude there is no physical "shadow
"from the heat, when the blast of the terrible
"ones is as a storm against the wall." There
soems for them nothing but to suffer.

The present spell of hot weather is undoubt-
edly one of the most severe ever experienced in
this part of tbe world. As our special reports
show, itprevails over an unusually wide area.
Involving many places which arc commonly
regarded as refuses from summer heat. More-
over, it remains unbroken, almost without fluct-
uation. The going down of tho sun gives little
relief. Midnight is so hot that it would be
regarded as hot for noonday at any other time
than this. When the heat bepan to develop.
ten days ago or more, men thought it might
last for three or four days and then there would
be a chanpe. But still it endures, growing hot-
ter aud hotter with each new day. and the
death list growing longer and longer, and si ill
there Is no relief In sight. Yesterday was
declared to be the hottest ever known in this
c'ty since records of weather have been kept.
yet we <:m only hope to-day will not lie hotter
still. And before the awful infliction all the
resources of science and all The strength of the
human race stand more helpless than a pygmy
before a giant.

There is little to be said about it that does
not sound like a truism or a mockery. "Keep
cool." Yes. with the mercury far above

"
»i• •• •<i

neat. Wliy not bid us tak< wings and By to
other worlds? Yet there is. ¦ : all, much tlii'

can be done for the alleviation of suffering. All
work save that which is absolutely necessary
Bhould be suspended. The parks and pier* and
all places where it is even :i !::t!' less hot than
elsewhere ¦': < aid be opened to tbe public in

tbe widest manner. What a godsend it has
been bo thousands to sleep upon the grass in

the parks or on the sand ai the sea beach! The

thinnest and lightest r>f clothing is t<> 1>" worn.

The least beating of food and drink Bhould Ic
taken. Spirituous liquors, rich, fatty fo..<is and
tbe syrups of delusive "cooling drinks" are t<>

be shunned. The man who can eal bread and
milk and fresh Imits. and drink plenty of cool
water, and who, moreover, v.'ii not i><'r'"it

himself to be hurried or worried, is the m n
who will '-'"t through these dreadful days with
least suffering. Happily some of these alle-
viating thin

- are within the reach of all.

"Wait t,m the car stops Don'l gel "ff t"o

goon." These are words of warning and of
wisdom to all th-- passengers on streetcars in

..\-- but they are especially of value to

n and ¦ hlldren.
Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton BfcK. Twombly expert to

¦ ¦
¦ Baturday for N \ port, after spemiine

ndence Day it Florbam, rh.ir place nearMadison, N. J. They havi rented thel* can-.:. Int!;.- Adirondack^ to Mr. and .Mi.->. Archibald Rogers

Miss May Calendar la staying with Mrs. Thomas
Ti nag at tbe tetter's Oyster Bay country place.

The organization of a forestry bureau a'

Washington and a syst< matte ami energetic re-

fbrestisation "f the countr* <\in Indeed tx th«-

nlllnß of a "long felt want." New as this coun-
try is. comparatively. It is actually suffering

more from reckless deforestation than some of
the far older lands.

Mrs. Joseph Stickn.y was in u«n yesterday, and
was seen on tbe avenue in a frock of blue linen.
trimmei! with ban. ls of ttnen Of a darker shade anda hat of whit.- straw, with Karniture of blackvelvet and leaves.

Among lbs many entertainments planned for to-
m.'rmw in connection with Independence Day are
a luncheon party given by BbrMge T. Gerry on
board tbe Klf.-tra and a :ea by Mrs James P Ker-
Dochan. The latter wit; have Mrs. Jamea U Ker-nochan. who is no . it Southampton, staying withher at her villaon Marme-ave., throughout August.

Mr. ur.d Mrs. Sidney Dillon Rlpley are still at
their Hempstead place, Th< Crosswaya and KO toNewport next month.

Mr. and Mrs. J.hn K. Parsons are entertaining *
house party at Stoneover. their pi.tee at l.enox.

Ex-President and Mrs. Cleveland are at Tyrinjr-
hrun. their country place near l.#tiox, and Mr. and
Mrs Rtehard Watson Glider have a cottace therefor the season.

So far as its spectacular aspects were con-
cerned, the most sanguine expectations of
France relating to its automobile carnival have
been fully realized. There were more capalitng

Into wayside ditches, more collisions, more run-
ning over pedestrians and other mishaps than

could reasonably have been expected. The pro-

cesaion trailed its dual cloud across two em-
pires, running at a rate of speed Imperilling
every thing and person along the thoroughfares

which it traversed, In the vehicles and out of
them, and the country at large appears to be

somewhat disgusted with the whole proceeding.
It used to be said that "they manage these
things better In France," but if the remark is
to apply to automobile races and tournaments
they willhave to make some change in the rules
and methods regulating them.

PERSONAL.
Society assembled in considerable numbers at

Cedarhurst yesterday afternoon to watch the be-
gtnning of the polo games of the Rockaway Hunt-ing Club for the so-called BUasard cups. No less
than t-lKht teams will take part in the contest
which will continue until Monday. July 22. and
everybody interested in polo is looking forward to
the matches with much enthusiasm.

HARD COAL FOR PASSEXGER TRAINS.

There is one reform which might be promptly
effected on Park-aye. and on the railroads which

thereby enter this city, which Involves ao en-
gineering problems and calls for the exercise ol
no <-si><-.'i:il sknl. for no great labor and for no

large expense, but which would be of simply

Inestimable value to thousands of long suffer
Ing passengers rm<) to many dwellers along the
lino. That i». the usinir of nothing bul clean
anthracite coal in the engines of passenger

trains.
At th<> present time, as for uncounted years

past, ninny trains make their passage across the
country in the heart <>f va«l clouds of black and
filthy smoke, variegated with kus and hot
cinders. Tho passengers have tbe choice of
ridinj; with :ill windows shut, and thus of suf-
fo<;itiiiK. <>r of leaving the windows open ar.d
riding in :i dnsky cloud of unconsumed carbon
and waste products of Imperfeci soft coal com-
bustion, and thus also of suffocating. A vigor-
ous fight has properly been waged, with some
success, njrfiinst the burning of soft coal In city
factory furnaces on tbe ground that such burn-

ins of soft coal would pollute the air and be a

nuisance to the public, as indeed it would. But
what shall it profit us to banish soft coal from
the factories and have it inflicted upon us on
the railroads?

"Soft coal and dirt ballast" are terms of re-

proach and contempt which have often been
applied to third class railroads In various parts

of the country. They certainly should not be
applicable to any first class road running out
of New-York City The reproach of dirt ballast
is beiiitf finally removed by the New- York Cen-

tral from its Harlem division by the laying of
fine stone ballast. That will free passengers
from the plajj'ieof dust. Now let there be an
end. too, of the other reproach of soit coal, ko

that the passengers will be freed from the still
worse plague of smoke.

There was a considerable Rath, ring tf Americans
In London yesterday In connection with the mar-
riage of George rabot Wart, son of Thomas \V.
Ward, of No. 15 East Nlnth-^t.. t.> Miss Justine
Cutting, daughter of \V. Bayard <"uttmi:. and after
th. wedding, at which Miss Aikv Morton, Miss t'ar-
nlint- Druyton and Miss Olivia I'uttinß ti>tiir.il asbridesmaids, a reception took place at the nmi-
dence of the United States Ambassador, who had
lent his house to \V. Bayard Cutting for th.- ..,-.
caston. Amonjr those present were Mr. .uui Mrs
Alm-rlc PagCt, Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Martin Cole-man Drayton, Henry White, of tho United StatesEmbassy, <"ora Lady Straffortl. Mr. and MrsHampden Robb. General the Hon. anil Mrs. Her-
bert Katon. Lord I>c»nrt. l.evl 1" Morton Mrs F
A. Burden, Jr., an.l Mr.- Montgomery Scars.

BJ-eorjunroi nwßmßwa body removed.

ADMIRAL MELVILLEFAVORS BUILDINGMANY*LOW SPANS ON PIERS.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The recent sinking, through collision 0
,

the ferryboat Northfleld. and the official1 fawvestigation instituted lately to report upon th'l
extent of and the available remedy, if any 0

*

the crowding at certain hours of the entrance tothe East River bridge give striking testimony
to the whole Inadequate means of commrmica-
tlon between Manhattan and the boroughs
which are parted from it by water. -York
City is the metropolis of this country and this
continent. Industries of every nature withinlv
limits bring occupation, the means of living
and In many cases wealth, to the extra-urban
population which surrounds it. and which is
now Joined with its citizens under one munici-
pal government. The claims of this population
for the fullest possible means of communication
between the homes of Brooklyn and the business
centres of Manhattan are, if not paramount,
among the most pressing and Important which V
require the attention of the authorities of New-
York City.

Inview of these conditions, the whole obso-
lete means of transportation at present provided
cannot but be a source of wonderment to the
engineer of experience, who sees as links be-
tween the districts of one of the greatest and
noblest cities in the world a single bridge and a
fleet of slow and uncertain ferryboats

—
which In this century are nearly as much out of
place in these waters as would be the sail, oar
and horsepower craft of a hundred years ago. .
This method of transport is not only slow al-
ways, and as well untrustworthy in fog and
winter weather, but is an actual menace to navi-
gation in the crowded waters of the East River.
The Northfleld disaster la but the latest of a
long series of accidents which have marked the
history Of the obnoxious ferryboat, the anach-

ronism which, like an erratic shuttle, threads
Its slow way across the great artery of travel,
rendering sluggish service and impeding aIL It
Is true that a second bridge is building, and
that others and one or more tunnels are pro-

jected; but these works are most costly, and
must, even In so great a city, be relatively few
and widely separated. Further, such bridges
are very high (the present East River bridge is
135 feet high in the clear at the central span),
and as a consequence the entrances to their ap-
proaches must be nearly half a mile inland.
The result is that vehicles and pedestrians from
the waterfront, where heavy and important traf-
fic centres, must traverse this half mile to mount
the bridges, at the cost of much wear and tear
and with the loss of time which, in this rush-
ing age, is money. Such bridges evidently give

no adequate solution of the problem of full and

free intra-urban communication.
WOULD BUILD LOW BRIDGES.

Wo years ago my views upon this subject

wer- presented in the columns of The Tribune.
While they were radical and far reaching. I
regard them still not as an idle dream, but as
the solution to which sooner or later the people

of New- York City will turn. The system which
Isuggested has been applied with success in

two of the most crowded ports of the world. I

refer to the method of connecting by low bridges

on piers, particularly at grade, but sufficiently

high in all spans, or in the central span only,

for the tugboats and barges in which nearly all
of the harbor commerce is now conducted. The
central span should be of the cantilever type,
folding back on abutments, to permit the pass-
age of the largest vessels.
Iwould propose a dozen or more of these low

bridges across the East River, as many as need
be for the freest communication, between the
foot of Wall-st. and the opposite shore, in the
most direct line, and continuing all the way
up the East River to or beyond Bluckwells Isl-

and. In fact. make, in time, the connection of
every main street in either city with the cor-
responding street on the opposite shore.
It may be urged against this plan that the

proposed bridges would obstruct navigation.

The piers, however, would be stationary: the
ferryboats are moving obstructions, and there-
fore so much the more difficult to avoid than
a fixed obstacle like the pier. Further, the cen-
tral spans might be built on the bascule sys-
tem, which would permit their being raised for

the passage of large vessels, thus giving a fair-
way for ships of a!' classes. The obstruction of
navigable waters, inadvisable as it is from a
military point of view, could scarcely be said la
exist if the bascule system were adopted, al-
though the latter would be a miserable make-

shift for permanent low bridges on masonry
piers. Ihe demands of commerce rr.i^y.t well
prevail in this over those of possible war. even
to the extent of providing an additional squad-

ron or fleet during actual hostilities for the
defence of the Block Island entrance to
Long Island Sound. The question is still an
open one, in my mind, whether, from a strategic
point of view. It would not be better to encpur-
age the blockade of our fleet inside of Sandy

Hook by an enemy's fleet in time of war; and
whether, such being the case, if the enemy's

fleet were long enough on the blockade, with
depleted coal bunkers and wearied and dis-
tressed officers and crews, they would not be
more readily captured or destroyed by a fresh
home fleet speeding out of Philadelphia. Boston
or Long Island Sound by the way of Block

Island channel.

INCREASE NORTH RIVER WHARFAGE.
Again, the character of the waterfront on the

East River has changed radically during the

last decade or two. It is no longer a forest of

masts from Coenties Slip to Jackson's Hook.

The tramp steamer has driven the clipper from
the seas. The Sound traffic, excepting that

in the great passenger vessels— largely con-
ducted in small craft, as is that of the Harbor of
New-York itself. There seems no reason why

the large Sound boats should not dock north of
the Harlem, nor why vessels coming in by

Sandy Hook should not dock on the North
River, as far up the Hudson as commerce may

demand. There is wharf room and depth of

water in plenty for them all.
The Chicago River has a greater tonnage

traffic than either the Sault Ste. Marie or Sues
Canal, and greater than that of the entire har-
bor of New-York, the Narrows and Hell Gate
combined. Yet this river is crossed at nearly
every street by bridges which are now mainly

of the cantilever shears type, a system which

would be especially applicable in New- York.
Again, at London the necessities of communica-
tion have within the last fifty years forced the
port from five to thirty miles down the river
that low and solid bridges might be built. The

East River should be. and Ibelieve will yet be,

but another Thames with regard to the facilities

for intermural communication.
In advocating such a system at this time. I

may be fifty years in advance of the age; and
yet the present conditions, patent to all, show
that radical and far reaching measures only

will serve for relief. Not a few of the finest
ships of the navy have come to grief in the
crowded waters of the East River. Scarcely a
week passes without a record of some collision
there, attended often by loss oflife. The mangled
bodies of the Northneld's victims lie In new
made graves, and the. seething masses of hu-
manity still throng at the "rush hours" the
entrance "to the one bridge in unseemly. If ¦

compulsory, struggling to reach their homes. All
this is in the dawn of the twentieth century and
within the boundaries of one of the largest and
most enlightened cities of the world. One may

well ask. is the case hopeless? Is the problem

fathomless? It may be more than venturesome
to say No! But that Is my firm conviction, and
Ibelieve that Ioffer a solution.

GEORGE W. MELVILLE.
Englnecr-ln-Chlef, Rear-Admiral, United States

Navy.
Washington, D. C.. June 29, 19QL -".Wt J

CITY taxi:
Tammany makes a great ado over the legis-

lation which in some respects changed th<'
form of State taxation, and says that tli<ihigher
city lax rate is all the fault of the powers at
Albany. It has largely Increased the tax rate
and it feels the need of making some apology,
bo it adopts the old dodge of injured Innocence
compelled by a wicked State government to
afflict the poor citizens of this city, with whom
It is sincerely sympathetic. .Such protests may
delude the ignorant and fill the mouths of its
own partisans, bu* they will not boar scrutiny.
¦ In the first place, the property withdrawn
from the field of local taxation Is not freed from
tax of benefit to the city. All that it contrib-
utes to the State Treasury goes to relieve the
oilier taxpayers in this city of so much direct
property tax for the benefit of the State. The
Tammany Tax Commissioners complain that
property of banks, trust companies and other
corporations amounting to $133,070,312 .ha* been
taken from their rolls to be taxed exclusively
for State purposes. That sum. taxed at the
local rate prevailing for 1900, would have re-
alized to the city $2,080,000, and it is said that
New-York City taxpayers are robbed of that
sum and have to make it up by a higher rate
on other property.

Rut the other side of the case is ignored.
The State tax rate for 1000 was 1.00 mills,

while for 1001 it is only 1,20 mills. Now, if
this corporation property had been left on the
local tax rolls, and the State tax rate had con-
tinued at the old figure, the property owners of
this city would have contributed to the State's
expenses by general tax levy ?2,054,000 more
than they will under present conditions with a

tax rate of 1.20 mills. Thus Itis seen that the
change in the form of State taxation has been
a gain and not a loss to the people of New-
York City to the extent of about $4,QOn. The
local tax on trust companies was notoriously
inadequate, while that on Rome banks was un-
justly high and on others ridiculously low.
The legislature has equalized this burden by a
uniform impost, and has taken not quite as
much money from New-York City as it would
otherwise have done. Bo much for the injus-

tice of the State to New-York taxpayers.
'

This change in the form of State taxation
would justify a local tax rate higher in pro-

portion as the State tax rate wan lower. As a
natter of fact, however, the Increase in the
local tax rate is vastly in excess of anything

Justified by a diversion of property to the
State's exclusive absej-smenL The local rate at
2.35 cents on Tin dollar, which is the probable
figure, is an Increase of 1.1 mills, while an in-

crease of only seventy-six one-hundredth* of a
mill •\u0084-.',. have more than recouped the city
treasury for all itlost by the State taxation of
banks, trust companies and other corporations
formerly afihse.Fsed locally. The change In the
method of State taxation would warrant a local
tax rate highei than last year, but not a tax

lev/ higher than last year. The expenditure of

The Washington correspondent of "The London
Dally Chronicle" writes: "Mr. Wu-TinK-t'anjf, the
Chinese Minister at Washington, has established
for himself a place in the United States somewhat
like that held here by the late. Russell Lowell. No
social function In which there is to be speaking
K.-.-tns complete without him, and he goes cheer-
fullyabout from graduation of young women to the
launching of battleships saying witty things with a
buoyant manner, making caustic criticisms with a
smile that is childlike and bland, and delivering
polished orations couched in perfect Kngllsh. He
ha* now accepted an invitation to deliver the
Fourth of July oration In the building most sacred
to the hearts and memories of the American peo-
ple—lndependence Hall. Philadelphia. Transatlantic
opinion Is confident that he will acquit himself well
in this extraordinary position, and notts with
amused curiosity this novel symptom of expan-
sion."

"The Boston Transcript" says: '"Professor F. H.
Blgelow, of the Washington staff of the Weather
Bureau service, has taken residence at the Nanepe-
shemet House, at Marblehead Neck, for v two
months' vacation, and while here he will study
and experiment in scientific matters, during which
time he will be seen often at the local weather
Bureau otiice. He is accompanied by Mrs. Blge-
low. The professor is a Massachusetts man, hav-
ing been born in Concord, and he is much Inter-
ested In educational institutions In this State."

The Pan-American Bible Study Congress has set
apart Wednesday, July 124, for a symposium on the
special aspect of Bible study. ! The Rev. Dr.James
M. Gray, of Boston, will give the leading address of
that day.

Theodore S. Parvin. who died In Cedar Rapids.
lowa, the other day, was Grand Secretary of the
lowa Masons. He was born In New-Jersey In 1817,
was graduated from Woodward College, Cincinnati,
in 1823, removed to lowa, in iv:\ and was appoint-
ed secretary to the first Territorial Governor,
Lucas. He was the first librarian of lowa Terri-
tory. He served as District Attorney, County
Judge three terms, was State Register of Lands
and was professor of natural science and librarian
at the University of lowa. He founded and built
the first lowa Masonic library, occupying the only
Masonic library building In th« world. He was a

IT NOW LIES IN AN UNDERTAKING ESTABLISH-

MENT IN EIGHTH-AYE.

The body of ex-Governor Hazen S. Plneree was
removed at noon yesterday from the hold of the
steamer Zeeland. Nearly a hundred persons wit-
nessed the removal, the leather dealers and the
Detroit business men both being represented by
large committees. The Mayor of Detroit was pres-
ent, and two of the Detroit newspapers were rep-
resented.

The body was put in one of the Stephen Merrltt
Company's hearses, and taken" to the Merrltt Build-ing, at Elghth-ave. and Nlneteenth-st., where it
will remain until to-morrow afternoon. Th.- body
Is In a heavy oak coffin, lead lined, draped with
the American flag and bearing a handsome floral
token from the New-York City leather trade. A sil-
ver plate on the cofnn bears the Inscription: "Hazen
8. Ptngree. Died 18th June. 19C0. aged 60 years."

At a conference held last night It was decided to
have no funeral service In -this city. The funeral
willtake !<l<ik

•on Saturday at '1 p. m. In Detroit.

THE NATION'S BALANCE SHEET.
Few balance sheets struck by th<> national

Treasury have testified more eloqoeutly to the
amplitude of Federal resources than the one
Just issued for the fiscal year ending Jane 30,
190 L Government receipts for the year
$."<">.sis. :'•(!!» -exceed those for the year preced-
ing by over $18,500,000. The year's ezpendi-
tin**—sso9,9B3,3lo—show a slightly greater
Increase, about f32.250.000. The surplus for
the twelve months just ended stands therefore
at .ST.'.sct.'.ti.s. against a surplus of $79,527,080
for the year ending June 30, Utixt. The cash on
hand in the Treasury amounts, according to
Secretary Gage's statement, to $1,181,000,000,
which Includes, besides the stocks held against
issues of gold and silver certificates, a reserve
fund proper of $150,000,000 and an additional
working balance of $17d,000,000. The Treasury's

actual gain in cash resources for the last twelve
months Is put at $7(!,.'?72,47<). a few hundred
thousands more than the difference given for
the year between receipts and expenditures.
Itwas easily to be Neen a year ago that under

the stimulus of great national prosperity the
schedules of the Dlngley tariff of 1897 and of

the Emergency War Revenue act of I.S!>B would
continue to produce a Federal Income largely in
excess of ordinary expenditures. Great differ-
ence of opinion existed at that time, however,
as to the amount of income which mij;ht be

surrendered without cramping the Treasury in
its fiscal operations. In bin annual message to
Congress in December last President McKinley
advised a cut in tlie revenues of !Rno.(H)<),(KH).

The House of Representatives passed a tax re-
duction bill which surrendered about $40,000,000
of annual income. The Senate tried to force a
still greater reduction, its bill lopping off from
$50,000,000 to 100,000,000 of the prospective
surplus- Finally, as a compromise, the act of
March 2, 10<»l. was passed, under which the
Treasury expects to lose about $42,000,000 or
$415.000.t XX>. The surplus figures for 1901 now
announced vindicate, perhaps, the Senate's
view that a deeper cut should have been made
if it was desired to keep receipts and expendi-
tures within strict hailing distance. If,as some
experts now predict, continued national pros-
perity forces internal revenue receipts to a still
!,!l'!ht level, the reduction made by the act of
last March may fail to cut the surplus of 1902
to evt-n half lt« present figure. At its last ses-
sion Congress voted a total of regular annual
appropriations exceeding that for the previous

IP—lnn by only $13,000,000 or ?20,000,000, and
of thia Increase fully half went to the pnsial
service, and may or may n<>\ be returned intiie
form of Increased postal revenues. There is
every prospect, accordingly, that in spite of
tht- liberil reductions in internal tax schedules
¦which Lave just gone into effect the govern-

THE SMUT WAIST PROBLEM SOWED.
The shirt waist problem, which bepan about a

year apo in private discussion, has passed that
stapc and has now been taken up by official bod-
ies in various parts of the country. InIndividual
cases the matter has been fairly traversed in ar-
gument, and has gone forward Into execution.
More and more coatlesa men are to be seen day
by day. and certainly it cannot be maintained
that they are all callow youth or men readily

convicted of a desire to look like women. Anvng

the official bodiPs which have taken up the shirt
waist problem associations of letter carriers have
been prominent. The battle has been waged In
the ranks of the postmen with considerable
fierceness. There has certainly been a great re-
luctance to adopt the shirt waist on the part of
many of the carriers, and in several Instances
there have been efforts at compromise. In
Washington, D. C. for instance, some one de-
vised a peculiar sort of garment which is said to

resemble a shirt waist in front and a coat be-
hind. Permission to wear this garment was se-
cured from the postal authorities, and It was
adopted by some, though not by any means a
majority, of the carriers of that city.

The question came up before the letter car-
riers of New-Haven recently, and there a iug-

feation wag made which ought to solve the whola
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FOR EAST RIVER BRIDGESment may even more than make ends meet agnin

a year hence at its next general accounting.
'Amucrnunts.

CARTNO- ¦*:»—S:IS—Flacoeora .
EDEN MfSEE— and Evenl-.g— In Wax.—

Continuous Performance.
HOSTEli & BIAL.S—I:4.'.—7:•».'?— Vaudeville.
KNICKERBOCKER THEATRE—<=:«

—
The Strollers.

MANHATTAN BEACH— 3JO— Shannon's 234 Raiment
Band Concerts- S—Pain's War in China; 4— The
Cirrus Girl.

XEW-YOHK— Vaudeville— King's Carnival—
Cherry BtaSBOM Grove.

PAHArHPK HARDENS!— to 12—Vaudeville.
PASTOR'S

—
Day and Night—Continuous Show.

TERRACE GARDEN—7— The B<gKar Student.
ST. NICHOLAS GARDEN- S:ls—Kaltenborn Orchestral

Concerts.

thirty-third depree Mason, a Knight Templar and
had served as Grand Recorder of the United States
and had been fifty-five years Grand Secretary and
Librarian of the Grand Lodge of lowa.

When Professor Vlrchow was out walking the
other day he was blown by a very hish wind
against a tree, and sustained an. lnjuryto the head.
Happily, assistance was quickly obtained, and the
professor, who was unable to walk further, was
taken home Ina carriage and the requisite surgical

aid rendered by his medical attendant. There la
?aid to be no reason for any Immediate anxiety, but
It must not be forgotten that Professor Vlrcnow
is approaching his eightieth anniversary.

Washington. July 2.—Attorney-General Knox has
bought a home in this city. The house Is In a
fashionable section in K-st.. Northwest, between
Fifteenth and Sixteenth sts. The consideration la
$118,000. . •3nt)cx to 3.ot>frhscmcnts.

Till: TALK OF THE DAY.

difficulty. Everybody agrees that every man
ought to keep as cool as possible during the

heated term. Ifhe does not he will be cross to

his wife and children, besides suffering other

lesser evils. Everybody agrees, also, that no
coat was ever devised which was really cool
enough for midsummer. The disagreement comes
when it is proposed that men adopt the shirt
waist, by name and association a feminine gar-

ment. The feeling was well expressed hy one of

the New-Haven carriers, who said: "What do
"they want to rig us out with shirt waists for?
"Do they think we are a lot of women? Some of
"the men who favor shirt waists will one of
"these days be calling for hoopskirts for the car-
"riers. Give us the blouse, a man's garment."

Now, here is the germ of a great thought.

"Give us the blouse, a man's garment." A
blouse, according to the dictionary, is a loose
upper garment wo/n by men in place of a coat.
Certainly give us the blouse, or. in other words,

call it a blouse, and don't, for pity's sake, call it
a shirt waist. The garment will be just the
same, and the resultant coolness will be just as
delightful, but the stigma of aping the women
will be forever removed. Sometimes there is a
good deal in a name. By all means give us the
blouse.
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THE XEWS THIS MORXIXG.

THE BROXX PARK GARDEN'S.
Our New-York Zoo Is flourishing, and goes on

Increasing the interest, value and variety of its
collections. Its management abounds in enter-
prise and in the wise use of its resources. Bronx
Park now contains more than three hundred
species, and a list of specimens in excess of
fourteen hundred. The annual report shows tho
receipt of a larg-e number of important addi-
tions, but there is almost Illimitable opportunity
for our generous citizens to mak? tho admirable
departments of our local Zoo far rlrher, more
representative and more diversified than they

are at present. New-York Is big enough and
rich enough to contain the finest show In the
world of beast and bird and every livingcreat-
ure worthy of careful study.

The big snakes In the Zoo have become weary

of life In several Instances, and have sought to
make their quietus, not with a bare bodkin
(which they might not be able to use with facil-
ity), but by starving themselves to death.
These wicked schemes of self-slaughter amonpr

the serpents' have been balked In some cases
hy the thrusting of strings of dead rabbits down

their reluctant gullets. These were not political

dead rabbits, however. The gorge of the most
depraved and desperate of the Zoo snakes would

have risen In protest against the Intrusion of
any such nutriment.

THE PARKS ARE FREE.
If President Clauseu's thirst for public ex-

pressions on the subject of the Spate privilege
permitting the sale of the use of chairs in the
public parks is still unsatisfied ho could learn
something to his advantage by reading an ac-
count of the incident in Madison Square which
Jed to the arrest and subsequent release by the
magistrate of one Cohen, a student, who de-
sired to sit in a shady spot in Madison Square

Park during his noon hour. Cohen had no par-
ticular desire to At in one of Spate's chairs; he
-was willing to sit on the grass or even on the
walk, but he did desire to sit in the shady spot

where the seat was placed; the free benches
i were in the blazing sun. Cohen alleged, by the
i way, that the free benches had been moved
'•¦ from their wonted places inorder to make room

for the pay seats. If this is true the outrage

is doubly great, .vt any rate, Cohen declined
to leave the shady spot even when told to do
so by a policeman, a crowd gathered, and as. a
result Cohen was arrested, together with a
humorous person named Helm, who laughed
so loudly at the absurdity of selling the right

to sit down in a park that he seriously offended
the dignity of the policeman and was taken

! along to the station house apparently on that
i account.

A park crowd usually knows its rights, and
this one was no exception to the general rule.
Itgathered to the number, it is said, of fully
one thousand persons, and it made remarks,

many of which would have been Interesting

doubtless to President Clausen. Stripped of
some of their local color, the remarks were to

: the effect that the parks are free and that they
belong to the people. That seemed to be the
prevailing impression. The agent of Spate is

', described as looking weary and desperate. The
'¦ magistrate very properly discharged Cohen,

i with a bit of advice as to the propriety of tak-
! ing the law into his own hands, and he dis-

charged also the still amused lleim. who de-
i clared that whenever he thought of Cohen in
j the shade and the free benches over there in
: the sun it was simply Impossible for him to
!keep from breaking out Into loud laughter.

Meanwhile Magistrate Zeller, In the M<>r-
i risnnia police court, announced a profound

j truth. "The parks," he siiid, "are for the
"poor, and they should be allowed to -enjoy

"them as fully and unreservedly and hampered
"as little by outlandish rules as possible." It

!is said that the Park Department is getting

tired of the complaints and trouble which the
Spate contract is causing. This is not surpris-

'
ing. It ought to cause complaints and trouble.

! A good way to avoid those would be to revoke

the contract.

rf


