
.1 FAIRlAitERICAS A \7» LEO'S SKULLCAPS.
From Th.- Pall Hall Oazett.».

The Pope's wardrole. in so far as his linen
cassocks and capes are concerned, is linked
after by the Nuns of the Reparation, on th-
solemn understanding that none of hi* discard-
ed articles of wearing apparel ar^ ever given
or bartered away, a practice common enough in
the Pontificate of Phix IX. Leo XIIIhas been
known to break his own rule, and that no ff*>T
than three times in favor of the same privileged
lady, a fair and persuasive American, who pre-
sent.-.! herself at the audience carrying a skull-
cap of the richest white satin. This she suc-
ceeded in exchanging for that of the Pontiff's
well worn one. This ruse met with a similar
success on a senmi attempt; but. somewhat
doubtful as to th- result of L third, the fair
American brought th» new skullcap, filled with
go'.b-n coins as an offering to Peter's j>en< c.
She scored again, needless to say. nd thi
Pope's stuff are awaiting with some curios:ty
the lad>"s next appearance in quest of the vert,

erable Pontiffs skullcap.

IV ALIBI.
From The Philadelphia Press.

"Has my Willie been in swimming here to-
day?" asked Willies angry father.

"No. sir!" replied the biggest boy inthe water.
"Are you sine"'
"Sure. Why. it was as much a- he could do

to keep from rownln', but we gut him out all
right. He's restln' over there In the bushes
now."

It fa somewhat surprising to find that i thing
but bustle and activity reign in the very heart
of the Sleep «jod's stronghold. Hundreds of
thousands of pounds of opium ;ie stored in this
rtK<m. but there is nothing in the quick move-
ments, bright eyes and healthy faces ->f th-
swarming c-ooii<:-!? to show that the drug has any
attraction for them. Each <ne of them, we no-
tice, who carries an opium jar halts a moment
at the doorway, aht:e he rro-ives direct to
what particular vat he has t-. take his load.
Th. i a gang of men await his arrival, part of
them seated on the flat walls of the vat. while
the ethers h<r:ri the carrit r to remove the load
from his head. The latter also hand up full
jars to the men Feate.i on the trails, who proceed
to scrape oat the <xntent« with their hand? and
throw the opium in masses into the vats, thus
producing the dull splashing sound aforesaid.
Ciimbing uj> the siej.s a!..ngsiie the walls of
one of the vats (marked as holding two thou-
rar.d one hundred maunds. or over fiftet-n hun-
dred hundredweights), we lind it is full to th-J
brim of a soft mahognny colored substance,
which here and thete has begun to harden into
a glistening crust. This substa.r:ce is opium,
and we are informed that most of the vats we
see in the room will t>e filled and emptied sev-
eral times before the seasrn's work is con-
cluded. To steji into one of these vats would
be as dangerous as stepping into n quicksand;
yet they have daily to U? entered by men whose
duty it is to remove a certain quantity of their
contents for the day's work. The di:fuulty is
overcome by means of a broad plank on which
the men stand as on a raft.

Outside the vat. on the quivering, spongy sur-
face of the contents of uhuh the--*r men are
floating, a number of women stand, t-ach with a
brass ''a: in in h*r hands, eagerly waiting her
turn to have it filled. Tit; men scoop up the
opium with their hands and fill the basins.
which me instantly hurried off to be weighed
at a neighboring scale and then taken by the
nearest alley to the check scales, where a crowd
cf impatient fellow carriers surround a weary
eyed asFiFtant. who is so busy that be has
scarcely time to breathe. The jangling noise
of weights and scales is caused by the opera-
tion we have be«-n watching, and the apparent
confusion existing in this part of the factory
now unraveis its«-lf into order and methodical
v. ork. As fast as the m^n at the check p'.ales
weigh off a tagar of opium <as the brass basin
is called* the woman to whom it belongs has-
tens with it to an adjoining room, where four
oblong shallow stone cisterns occupy each of
the four corners, leaving a cross-shaped passage
in the middle. In each of these vats stand
thr«-«? or four mm coolies, whose brawny
limbs, Fhining with sweat. l.Kik as if they hud
bt^n cast in bronze. Th are armed with
large wooden rakes, which they wheel around
their heads and bring down as a Ixiilermaker
uses a hammer, striking the teeth of their
BpeafntM :•-•-; into the ir.ass.-s of opium and
dragging away portions of it. which they de-
posit in different directions around them.

This furious battle is only one of the processes
by which the opium is property mixed. When
the men with the rakes have worked at it a suf-
ficient time their place is taken by another set

of men. who leap into the rats and, seising hold
of a series of long cords hanging from the ruof-
ir. .-s. commence a si-.-., procession through the
adh*-sive substance, in which they are standing
kjjHe-deep. The men are often in this fool bath
of opium for several hours but no DI effects
have «-v*x b*^n observed to follow from this
partial immersion hi so powerful a drug. This
treading of opium has a very different mean-
ing from the treading of grape* daring a vint-
age. No ruddy juices stream from purple
masses of fruit, to be converted afterward into
th« liquid ruby that Hafiz vows in impassioned
verse to be better than th»? «we«*t waters of
Ituknabad or the fountains of Mosul; no songs
and laughter accompany the strenuous exer-
tions of the men, converting their duties into
festival and work at the Ram- time; no halo of
light verse encircles their memory. To moat
people it is a prosaic thing, a mere detail con-
aactai with the better mixingof the opium, a.
preparatory Ftep to the process of manufac-
ture. Yet inert is much that is picturesque init.

Passing from this scene of stress and turmoil,
we enter another room of precisely the same
me and arrangement. The vatß in this room

HER USUAL REMARK.
From The Washington Star.

"What did Manic say when her father gave
her that new gold watch?" asked one gladsome
girl.

"Oh. the same thing that she always says.
She remarked that she was having a perfectly
lovely time."

rvsiDE on orr.
From The Chicago Record-Herald.

lira. Jumper was in ¦• bad humor. Things badrrong with her. and she was about t'» give
Mr. .luiiii"-r a piece ol ber mind, when she saw
the skj darkening, and looking im of tii.- win-
dow said:

"There's a s:<»rm coming."
Mr Jumper scratched his head, then p< rti-

nently bßqulred:
"Inasde or • ut?"

•
la ii -h ir •-¦ iriinh more

!ik< ithirty-pound roandahot
-

m .- large
¦ Lhan a cak The niiin--has bowev< •

: with the hist >rj of the manu-
¦. Inappropriate, it canm r

turn, then, when
inlike an overgrown w • ¦¦¦!

V r Tt;- fate is
and smooth. When • . ¦.• like-
i fruit ol . ¦ . strik-

¦ • n whi< h the
trance i>f a rind

about half an inch thick, while the opium resem-
bles the ;ul] of tl

!• Is w '
until the winter

- or some six-
after manufacture, that the cakes are

ered mature enough for export. Thej
are then packed in large wooden • bests made In
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chants, and through them find th.-ir way to
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LIFE OF THE EMPEROR AND EMPRESS
DOWAGER AT SI-NGAX-FU.

From The London Globe.
Some months ago "The Globe" gave an ac-

count of the palace at Si-N-;an-Fu. which is the
te;i porary hum • of th_- Emperor of China, the
Err press Dowager and the h-ir apparent, The
Chinese newspaper "Sin-wen-oao" gave recently
some details concerning the Emperor and the
Empress Dowager, and the following verbatim
translation of them, may be of equal interest:

"Since her arrival at Si-Ngan-Fu the widowed
Kn,press has been continually ill. >"h- suffers
chiefly from an oppressive fppting on the chest;
she is melancholy, and cannot sleep at night;
however, she takes no medicine, but she sum-
rm ¦..- the eunuchs frequently, and then they
have to 'massage' the small of her back for
hours In the Chinese method. The Emperor
on the other hand is relatively much better and
healthier than he was in Peking; he takes part
in frequent bodily exercise with the keenest in-
terest and is d.-ltghteil to play games with the
eunuchs; but If anything does not happen to
please him then he scolds the eunuchs roundly
a.- ifhe really hated them When presents were
coming in from every province Of the empire.
the Empress Dowager ordered the chief eunuch
to make an accurate list of them, and, without
shewing any avarice, she had them distributed
among the officials who had accompanied her
from Peking. When the eunuch who drew up
the list showed the presents to the Empress
Dowager she evinced the greatest Joy. mingled
with a certain amount of restraint, for. although
the presents gladdened her. yet she was sad-
dened by the thought that she had been obliged
t.i demand them. The Emperor wept bitterly
when he saw the presents from the Provini c of
Cni-li. Of late he has sought solitude in th-
gardens: but .so soon as he sees a eunuch he
either tries to hide himself behind a gate or
runs to Ins rooms. No one knows how to explain
this curious conduct on the Emperor*! part: but
it i.« believed that he is suffering from the idea
that he is U-ing followed.. "The daily exp. r:se.« of the mserial kitchen
amount to no mon than '.>»» lan, or atxiut t"^>.
This outlay ir sanctioned by tn»- Governor Pen
and the Empress Dowager. When the question
of expense was discussed, the latter remarked.
'When we were in Peking the cost of our finni
was many times greater; but now we must
nstrict our daily expenditure." Ever day a
eun'ich lays .1 menu before the Empress Dow-
ager; this contain? over a hundred diflhett, which
are chiefly fish, ducks and chickens, prepared in
many different ways. Since the 'presents' have
con.c in from the various provinces the Im-
perial table has been enriched by di>h-> made
of swallows' nests and trepang. The Emperor
likes a vegetarian diet, and he »-ats meat very
sparingly. As -i rule he orders only two or thr«e
dishes a day. Macaroni and vermicelli are the
favorite dishes of the- Empress I'ouajfer. and of
late she ha« ordered that the number of dishes
shall be reduced, and now only ten dishes ure
Irepared instead of a hundred. I»uring the hist
slimmer both the Emperor and the Emj ress
Dowager accustomed themselves to live on a
milk diet, and for thla purpose six cows were
kept in the palace; however, with the approach
of spring and the dry season, they ceased to
drink milk, and the cows nave 1 n handed
over to the district authorities, who receive :.in>
lan monthly for their keep.

"Both the Emperor and the Err press Dowager

left Peking so hurriedly that the only wardrobe
they could take with them as the clothes
which they were then wearing Hut new clothes
ha • b<-en received gradually from i king, and
now their majesties can appear in the dress
suitable to •*" ir rank, and such as they wore In
Peking. Sine their arrival at Si-Ngan-Fu
neither the Krrperor nor the Empress Dowager
nor the heir apparent has left th.- walls

••
th-

P"!aop. The heir apparent, a son of Prince
Tuan, bad taught a little dog some tricks.
When the Emperor heard of this he commanded
that the dog should appear before him. The
heir apparent sent the dog with one of the
eunuchs. For this act of disobedience the Em-
peror punished the heir apparent severely, and
the consequence is that they have become deeply
estranged.

"During the Journey to Si-Ngan-Fu the com-
mon people had an opportunity of seeing their
Emperor's face. Before St-Ngan-Fu was
reached, the Empress Dowager said to the Min-
ister Wan Wen Shi.. '1 must see the people
an ilearn for myself how they suffer and work '
Thus it was that th.- people were allowed to
see their majesties when the latter passed
through towns and villages, or when they spent
the night at such places. During the Journey
their majesties could look out from their lit-
ters and see their subjects at work in the
fields; the people showed no fear in looking at
the imperial cortege, and oiders were given
that t!,.\ should be neither punished nor pers«>-
cuted for so doing. The Emperor observed the
life of the people with great astonishment, for
he hail never hitherto seen anything similar.
During the journey the Empress Dowager
turned herself to the Emperor and said: 'None
of us could ever have supposed that our people
are so poor.' After reaching Si-Ngan-Fu the
Empress Dowager ordered the Governor Sen
to set on foot a charitable fund for assisting
the poor and aLK> to establish public kitchens
for supplying water and rice free of cost; at
the same time Sen was reminded by his im-
perial mistress that he had better devote his
best attention to her wishes in this respect.

"The Empress Dowager is continually en-
deavoring to return to Peking, but, as she re-
ceives terrible, details from the north, she ran-
not make up her mind to take th*- step. On
the tenth day of the second month, that is. on
March 29, she ordered an imperial decree to be
issued announcing the return to Peking, hut
as she heard that negotiations for signing the
Kusso-Ohinese treaty had come to a. standstill
she postponed the return. Preparations were
at once made fur passing the summer at Si-

HttiStiC nilllllHCrO:
—

Miss M.F. McCarthy, 19 East 21si St., Bar Harbor, Newport.
GCllCrai tOaintCr:

—
i\\Vm. J. Show, 11G West 39/* St., Hard Wood Finisher.

Ifrnintinr.^ tf irSrinta* C' H r"«shaar, Art Galleries, 260 Fifth Aye.
H.iiiiiuiuts c\ ipriiUt?. (OilPaintings, Water Colorings, Etching:, Engrxi
IROCftWOOtVS jfamOUS U>bOtCorapb3:— Cabinet size, 13 per doi. 1440 BTdaay.

The hum of any voices gradually Increasing
in strength has for me time warned us that we
are near the caking room. Asone steps into this
long and crowded hall the first sensation isone of
bewilderment. A thousand men are around us.
ail working as If their lives depended upon the
rate at which they could turn* out their task.
Again it strikes one very forcibly that, if the
poppy-god sleeps, his workmen are unusually
wide awake.

A number of iron cages occupy the central por-
tion of the room, in each of which sits a placid
wojghman. weighing out opium as calmly as
the fat bunniah in the bazaar weighs out his
doles of adulterated flour and weevil-eaten
grain. To each cage there is a little door at
which, platter in hand, stoops an expectant
sprite. The help of opium is deftly tilted Into the
platter and the sprite is off and lost in the long
line of similar brown imps, all standing be/ore
their masters, the cakemakers. The movements
Of this sepia squire guide us to where the cake-
makers :;it. arranged in two long rows on the
opposite sides of the room. t*p.>n the walls
over each man's head is a white circle with his
number In black painted on it.

I-<: us *tand before No. 1, who presumably,
from his numl^r. Is the doyen of the craft, and
see what his deft fingt rs are making. He him-
self is a man In the prime of life, with shapely
head and tine aquiline features; a small. wen-
trimmed black mustache curls fiercely over his
lips, his large eyes are full-of intelligence, anfl
his long, slender lin-'ers move swiftly and a!-
most mechanically about his work. He is a
Brahman of the Brahtnani and is courteously
addressed by all men of inferior iast as "Jla-
haraj"' (""Great King") when they speak to him.
He is sitting on a low; sloping stool, stripped to
his waistiloth. for it is May and the temperature
of the room is unspeakable, although it is only
about !» o'clock in the morning. Oreat ads of
perspiration stand on his back and lit! streams
trickle down his shoulders to his elbows. We
ourselves, though our progress has been a leis-
urely walk, are mopping our foreheads as we
go a!- riff. Hut Mahadeo MaharaJ as be is pop-
ularly know n. is too absorbed In bis work *.o
pay much attention to the heat.

He ben -
down to a tray before his feet, in

which lies a brass cup. Near the edge of the
tray is a platter with a pat of opium on it. A
small iv:> full of some liquid substance, which
we are told is opium Is on his right, and on his
left is a pile of what looks not unlike a number
of pancakes, but which are really wrappers
made of the petals of the poppy flower. Hooked
03 t- the edge <,f his tray is a little tin box full
of paper ticket? bearing his number. Before him
his assistant kneels, reverently holding one of
the wrappers in his hands. Mahadeo shoots one
glance at us out of those keen eyes of his and
then sets to work with complete calmness. He
has played before a bigger audience ere now.
for the eat Lord Sal who rules over Hen-
gal, has itched him making cakes. Tearing
the leaf his assistant hands him to a convenient
size, he deftly arranges it in the brass cup and
smears it over with the liquidopium. Hit after
fit he adds, his fingers moving like the needle
of a sewing machine, until a nice soft bed of
leaf has been made. Then in a moment he turns
the opium into it, and. drawing up the edge of
tiie leaf, cover? it up, and. in a manner which
bailies description, makes in a ft;vr minutes a
perfect st here, which he shakes out of the cup
on to the palm of his left hand and adorns with
one of the little tickets from his tin box. He
then hands the ca.k». as this sphere is called,
to his attendant, who receives it carefully in
the palms of his joined hands, for it Ls yet soft
and pulpy, and bears it away to the examiner.
The examiner has not much trouble with this
cake, which la symmetrical in shape and of the
correct weight. It is once more handed to the
sprite, who takes it off to- a large box. in which
a powdery looking substance resembling fine
bran is kept and lusts half of it with this.
Next, fittingit wit! a little earthen cup from a
stack of these articles, he carries IIout Into the
the large stone paved yard we crossed when on
our way to the malkhana or storeroom. Here
he deposits it in front of a metal plaque bear-
ing the workman's number and hurries back to
s»-e that his master's wants are properly at-
tended to.

THE STORY OF A visit TO THE CHIEF
SEAT OF THE MANUFACTURE OF

THE INDIANDRUG.
G. a. Levett-Yeats in M. inillau'a Mags;

Having passed the main gate and th*-- guard.
the visitor finds that he has only penetrated the
outer shell of the citadel, and that another
forrr.j.iable line of fortification?, consisting ~nt
railings covered with wire netting and dominat-
«•<! by a second gateway, has still to be sur-
mounted. Before the irresistible authority of
his pass this barrier also falls before him. 'and
toe is at last in the inmost shrine of the world's
opium hr.usH. Skirting some lofty buildings, the
use of which win be explained later on. the ex-plorer arrives at a large courtyard, in which
about twelve hundred earthen jars are lyingar-
ranged in batches of a hundred each. These
jarr, contain the opium as it comes in from thedistricts; and their contents, having just under-
gone a rigorous examination by the superin-
tendent, are now being carried away one by one
by a train of brawny, half naked coolies. Each
of :h« s~ jars contains a miiund of opium, equal
in weight to eighty-two pounds avoirdupois, but
the men poise them on thiir heads and tr.'t
away as unconcernedly as a party of ants
hurrying To their nest with booty from a neigh-
boring cornfield. We follow the men through
a doorway on the left' into a room in which for
a few seconds it is not possible to make out
what is going on. so mnfu«in? to the sight is
the abrupt chance from the white of the
court>arU to the twilightof this lofty chamber.
It is soon, however, discovered to be quadrangu-
lar in shape, and its central portion Is seen to be
occupied by a number of stone cisterns or vats,
with walls raised about flve feet from the floor.
Between every group of three or four of these
vats runs a narrow alley at right angles to the

passage around the edges of the room. To the
uninitiated visitor the scene is one of indescrib-
able confusion. Men carrying jars of opium run
in different directions; others, empty-handed,
hurry l>a< k to the ourtyari; women with
basins <.f opium on their head? race down th-
alleys and disappear; a jangling found as of
falling metal weights mingles with a continu-
ous dull splashing as .if stones being thrown
into a ¦.. ¦¦...:¦¦ high-f itched tones of the
women run through the hoarser rumble of the
men's voices, while now and then the strident
notes cf some i*rson in authority cut acn,«s
this chaos of sound as the lightning flash pierces
the heavy gloom of a Ftorrn cloud.

XEW-YORK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.
AM(i\«i THE OIMI'M VATS.
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contain the ¦•] him of a previous mixing, and
•ir.- already tri\ iTitr up th.ir contents t<> th*> busy
bands of the workmen i:i ii..- manufacturing
room. ll>r< are a number of scales ai wbicb
large tin vessels filled with opium from the vats

¦-¦ ¦¦•¦¦--! l Aa each vessel passes the
s. ales a carru r -

t up and darts lot i
the caking room, v. h*•;¦»• the » pium is t..-in^
packed in the form In which John riiisiaman is. to obtain it fn :n the merchant
princes who deal in tins expensive luxury.

THE EXILEDOHINESECOURT Ngan-Fu, a':! mats were hung v;.
rooms *

the temporary :
the summer beat."

HOW I[fhi: FELL SHORT OF FAME.

a STORY op the PRESIDENTS VANITY.

Paris correspondence of The London Telegraph.
Apropos of the observations on men and things

made by the late President of the French l:
-

publi< to the "chiel" who took notes, which are
now being published, .1 good story is luld by
a writer who had it direct from the hero of
this comical adventure. It was the custom for
M. Felix Faun to invite the officer <f the Elysee
guard to dejeuner, and this particular gentle-
man felt very nervous when he took hia seat
at table. "During the firs: ;.in of the meal,"
as be related, "everything went well. So one
spoke to me. and 1 did not say anything. Iwas
not even listening to the conversation, when,
suddenly. M. Felix Faure, addressing m< by my
military title, asked mo ; ¦ i:.• knk. Am Ipop-
ular?' "

This as a very embarras.-ing ques-
tion for the shy officer, who had never given
the matter a thought and he stamrriend out,
"'I do not think so. Monsieur le President."
feeling ready to sink into the earth a- soon
as the words were out of his mmth. "Why da
you not think so? Explain yourself." the Presi-
dent went on to Inquir . in a condescending
way. '• "lion Dieu,1 1 said, 'my father told me
one day that be only realized M Thiers's pop-
ularity when he saw his portrait in gingerbread
in all the booths at the fair on the Place dv
Tn'mf. Ihave not yet noticed your portrait in
this guise. Monsieur le President.' Then M.
Felix Faun exclaimed, very gravely, "That's
tru*-: Ithank you; Ihad not yet thought of
that." The ginger read portraits were a revela-
tion to him."

KitchenUtensilsl
HAVING THIS 9I

TRADEMARK I

For proof that NO POISON is
found in the coatings send for
our booklet, showing- why only

"A^ate Nickel-Steel Ware"
IS SAFE and why either
ARSENIC. ANTIMONYor
LEADis found in the goods of
seventeen other manufacturers
of enameled ware.

Lalance & Grosjean Mfg. Co.
MKW YoitK, BOSTON, CHICAGO-

ARE SAFE.

srajl

ir>


