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HERRIES POLLOCK.

d to it flies;
and stz 1z and little blue tit,
vo and by three they flock to it.
ip and they dip and they splash their !?ll.
stav or away at their own sweet will,
me in the great tall thrush,
a lordly look and a masterful rush;
the :mpudent sparrow hath
to share that spout bath.
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“If one were fairly to take his honesty in
both hands,” ys Mr. Howells, in the current
number of “Harper's Magazine,” “he would
prohably be able to confess that the influence
of any powerful story on his mind was stupe-
fying.” 1f this is the case with the normal
human being, and where “powerful” literature
is concerned, what must happen when the
seale is lowered both as to the reader and the
book? The effect, Mr. Howells remarks, “is
not perhaps so bad as that of morphine; but
aine, and

it may be something like that of «
far worse than that of cigarettes, In this
sense the habit of reading inferior fiction (for
a hundred readers ninety-nine read noth-

¢
ing else) is certainly a viee, without the pict-
uresqueness of a craze.”  How is the vice to
be eradicated?  Good books, one would nat-
urally say, are just the things to accomplish
power to think must be developed before tl
change is accomplished. and, as Mr. Howel

ainly hints, the power of thinking is

diffused as most of us

ahout

ay help to bring

hand with the art of
} rood book gets
to talk than the trash, and

think. Mr. How

to whom

mann

have boeen privile
t k about Y|
le 1ot the effect
! 0 Wiile it was Il i
! Az objecty to the modern ant)
saine thing it he chooses 13t

us it it is from his cook th:
testimonials he so values Let his fair coun
sellor come forth and suffer herself to be il
mired,  Or, in the name of common sense, lot

Lher keep her jmyg

Tltinences out of priut.

An item of so-called “literary news™

Litely been floating about which is very fum

in its implications.  Mr S, owe will o say

according to this precious delivernnee, “is he

ing approached” by Miss .and the result

abiy a new play dealing with a
certain subject Mr. Tiggs a P

wi, Gentle

teader, can you not see the situation in your |
mind’s eye?  The Poet sits in his study with |’

contracis Iving all about him, and a business

like expression on his countenance.  He opens |

the first epistolary application and tosses it

aside.  Next aorning there is another from the

same source. He be

O

pencil and pad “tots up™ the potentialities of
the scheme. Writes to say he “will think it
over”  Later in the week there is a personal
meeting, involving, it is to he

presumed, some

strenuons 1

iding. Applicant s dismissed
with another promise that the dramatist will

“think

at i \nother meeting,  Terms

arranged. Contract drawn up. Subject of play

decided upon. “Yes, you shall have it before
next sprine”  Applicant (sappears Draima
tist takes off his coat and goes to work., Time
passes. Delays Excuses,  Pegasus won't do
his  duty More  excuses, More  proimises.

Manuseript  delivered!  Play  put  in type.

I
Crities wareed.  Climax: “The poetical drama
iriched 1

from the pen of T

has been ¢ v oanother masterly work

Brimming over with

that spontancous inspiration for which Tiges

is noted, it bids fair to achie

a0 permanent
position, not only tpon the boards, but in the
library of cvery lover of tr verse."  The
poetical calling, new style, is obviously a great
thing.,

|
! The appropriat

the reform.  Mr. Howells is not so sure. The |

ding is not likely to go |
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RICHARD WAGNER.
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“Das Leben Richard
i, 1 Svo, pp. vii, 40. London:
Trench, Tribner & Co., Litd.

LIFE OF RICHARD W
1 English Ve

n sh

| book is that of adoration. Thereader should be on

| his knees, head thrown back, hands clasped and

extended, eyes turned upward. The countenance |
|

should glow with the light of perfect faith re-
| vealing unquestioned and unquestioning  re-
ceptivity and acceptance, It is not a biography
| as other biographies are-—life stories of mere

| men of genius; painters, poets, sculptors, mu- |

’si-'i:ms. This is a chapter of hagiolatry; the
story of a saint. It must sooner or later go into
| the Acta Sanctorum. There were musicians be.
| fore Richard Wagner; but they were weak ves-
gels. They erred in judgment occasionally, were

e
| infirm of purpose at times, here and there de-

|

n to look like a saint. There ! tor's knowle

subject and help hi
was little or nothing of polemic in the biography | fore. This, teo, was the of

y, and nothing at! L
musical analy

with refutations of

n Ashton |

s as immaculate as

attitude for the perusal of this |

for writing about | already c«

Glasenapp must needs drag them forth and find
rms of the masterpieces that were to
This method of expansion has been pur-

the third edition of the biography is almost as
voluminous as the two which comprised the en-
tire work in 1876,
author has done in this direction, Mr. Ellis con-
a multitude of |

neither has seen fit to mention

P
|
|
|
|
|
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third editio h shou!d b the po - t-com
pPOSse! lifee history to a clos I \It
| D} ., Herr Glasenapp felt, and rvightl that no
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His criginal i raphy i taid and hen
piccee of writing, its color sombre brown without

the splotches of garish color which have now

been thrown on the canvas in the obvious beliet |
| Wagnerian blography.

" that they would shine round the head of the
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ollection of autographs | Glasenapp’s biography, and having

To the best of the edi-

» it had never seen the light be-
inion of Herr Otto

nann, whe, receiving a copy of orig
inal from a friend in w-York, ted it ir
full in his journal. Herr Less me of

the shining lights of the Wagne congr
tion in Berlin, and has pub

letters written by Wagner. Extracts from this

a volam

letter appear in Herr CGlasenapp’s book, but no

hint of the fact that a few months after his
Wagner had
wife as a hin-

dramatie courtship and marri:
ne to look upon lis
drance to his artistic progress. To all familiar

with Wagner's domestic life there was never a
charge brought against his unhappy wife more

serious than that she could not comprehend nis

genius or stimulate his creative :
Much of the padding in the beok is diverting
author's strenu-
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in the evidence it affords of th

| cus efforts to gather a nimbus around the head
{ of his hero. Here, for instance, is the stout

prop upon which his intense Teutonism is made
to rest, it being berne in mind *hat several of

Wagner's ancestors were schoolmast
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