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WRITING ENGLISH.
HOW IT IS TAUGHT IN THE GRAMMAR
SCHOOLS OF THIS CITY TO-DAY—
IAPID PROGRESS MADE BY
CHILDREN OF FOR-

EIGN PARENTS.
Among the new commandments of modern

education are two of supreme importance, and
these two are, first, to make study natural and
interesting, and, second, to make one subject fit
in with another. Aforetime one learned geog-
raphy and history and wrote compositions, but

pone of these had anything to do with the
others. The child was in Asia one minute, trans-
ported to America of the seventeenth century

immediately afterward, and obliged to turn his
mind to the consideration of “truth”
or some such subject as soon as the Indians had
veen disposed of. His left hand did not know
vhat his right hand did, so to speak. But
the writing of the once dreaded “‘compositions”™
s in line with something that the children have
been studying, it is made as-natural for
them to put their thoughts down on paper as it
is to go home and batter the ears of the family
with it. The very word “composition” is avoid-
It all comes in with the teaching of other

abstract

now

and

ed.
subjects, and is not a bogie any longer.

McKinley's life and work. In a case like this,
when the subject is large, the teacher will not
attempt to give much idea of the whole of a
man’s life, Some special epoch is made to stand
out clearly, while the rest is filled in sketchily.
In one school of foreign born children McKinley's
boyhood was made especially interesting. One es-
say had a good deal of original thought in it:
“We could see that he was a good man by the
last words he spoke. Some of the words are ‘Do
not hurt the man,” ‘It is God's will.” We could
see that the people cared for McKinley, for that
they decorated their windows, their stores and
schools and buildings and other things. When
McKinley was sixteen years of age Abraham Lin-
coln asked who will volunteer to save our flag,
and William McKinley was first to volunteer,
| Williamm McKinley went home and told his
mother. She was very sad, but she said all right.
She gave him so many blessings. God saved him.
He was a soldier, Congressman and President.”
This child was twelve and heard English only
at school.

In addition to the work in connection with
literature, history and current events,.the chil-
dren write what will help them in their geog-
raphy. In their study of Asia the teacher tells
them about Mahomet, and a twelve-year-old
Jewish girl on the lower East Side writes a
typical composition as follows:

In Arabia their were many religicns, and be-
cause of this their were many people who had
no religion. Mohammed was born in Mecca in

Each month the children of the higher gram- | the year 570. He was a poor camel driver,
: . or fiv i but married a rich woman and could give
oar grades write four or five compositions. But | i
| E P y yed age
it takes some little time to make them suffi- | himself to study. When forty years of ag

riently familiar with the use of the language to
do this, whether they are American or of foreign
Sirth or parentage. They to write what
lor want of a better word must be called compo-
ditions when they are not more than seven or
The work is given them to copy
at of the course, but it familiarizes
them with sentence construction, The little ones
“Papa planted a tree” or A
They write the sentence

begin

tizht years old.

this stage

arite laboriously

tree grew by a brook.”

four or five times. The teacher has already told

them the story of the planting of the tree or of
what grew on the banks of the brook, so that

t is not meaningless phrase. There is

st, was conspi usly absent from
the w f the old copybook. They find that
It is just as easy to write about the tree as to
tell about it S0 self-conscicusness does not
tome with the very touch of the pen,

That is the first stage. Then comes original
work, and very original some of it is The
teacher tells a story of some birds that sang in
& tree and made everybody happy with their

dweet songs. The children listen, of course, and
$ day or so later the teacher will call upon them
to write something about it will put
the board the word “sweetly” and tell the chil-
dren to write something about the song of the

She on

birds that shall bring in the word “sweetly.”
The children have no difficulty in putting down
the fuact that the bluebird in the tree sang

sweetly, or that the robin sang sweetly, or that
all birds sing sweetly. The bluebird and the
robin and the pleasure of the birds' songs have
all been gone over in the class a day or a week
When the subject is a little more com-
plicated the work very interesting
UUnder the word “blacksmith” there were some
bold attempts., “The blacksmith is a pony show
maker,” “The blacksmith weres a heavy apron,”
“The blacksmith works all day
forth.

Further preparation for the writing of correct
English is given by dictation and copying. The
old style copybooks have been superseded, of
course. Nothing but the best English is given
to the children as a model. In one school last
week, for the children were copying
the of early Manhattan from Irv-
“Knickerbocker History.” It interested
them, taught them something about the place
they live in, gave them the needed exercise in
penmanship, familiarized them with the clear
of and made them ac-
customed to seecing written on paper things that
they found also in books. At this period, too,
the children lette models, and these
are copied for an exercise in writing and also as
preparation for the writing of original letters,
which When a child is ten
years old he is writing simple letters on such
topics as the coming promotion, a subject on
which he is sure to have plenty to say and to
express himself with considerable clearness,

In this way the idea of writing as something
entirely distinet from talking is done away with.
It seems a not unnatural process, and when the
children old they are pre-
pared to write simple abstracts (only no such
forbidding title is given to them) on the work
done in the history, geography and literature
classes. A ten-year-old Italian
a word of English home
watha,” which
W. Longfellow
Hiawatha,

before.,
becomes

long,” and so

instance
description
ing's

expression thoughts,

have 5 as

is to come soon.

are ten or eleven years

who hears
of
studying:
wrote the song
an Indian legend. Hiawatha
two close friends whom he loved very
They Chibabos and Kwasind. Chibabos
was the best singer and musician of all,
sind I like
best because he sang so sweetly and he had such
a lovely disposition.
like. Hiawatha loved him also.”

In the higher grades, when the children are
twelve or thirteen, there is much work done with
current events.  Every month there is a com-
position about something that has happened in
that month. When the President was Kkilled,
every child in the New-York public schools of
composition writing age wrote something about

not
at

has

writes
he been
the poet

“Henry

of
had
much.
were

was the strongest man.

He was gentle and child-

Kwa- |
Chibabos

| has given himself up to teach a new religion.
. Mohammed began to claim that he must re-
jceive a  book of Jlaws from God called
the Koran. Mohammed was persuted and had
| to leave Arabia. Mohammed returned to Mecca
in the year 630 and destroved idols, and became
the religious leader of Arabia. His motto was
that their is no god but God and Mohammed {s
the prophet of God. Mohammed elevated the
women of Arabia to their highest position. Mo-
hammed died in Medina in the year 632, He was
sixty-five years old,

An excellent idea is developed about this time
(of having the children write letters of applica-

| tion for places, and simple business letters

ich as every one has to write at one time or
another. The teacher will sometimes tell them
to cut any advertisement for help wanted from
a newspaper and to answer it suitably, In dis-
tricts where the children are obliged to leave

the grammar school to go to work this is natu-
rally a great help to them Any child of poor

parents who has attended school until fourteen

let

iIs sometimes

When,

boys

expressed applying for a
the and
they to
the need for this sort of thing is made
evident, if the dis-
| trict A bundle of such compositions will show
|

the ever present desire to securs
significant
when the

place

as done, girls are

asked to explain what wish become in

| after life
school is situated in a poor
“steady job™”
at

“
comment on what home
“laid ofr.”

Perhaps it is this great need to forge ahead
makes the children of im-
migrants so soon keep pace with those of Ameri-
birth. The
taken from

oceurs
father is

in the struggle that

can
been

compositions quoted have
which the attend-
ance is made up of children of Italian, German,
Irish and Jewish parents, but they are, except
for an occasional incorrect use of idiom, quite
equal to those of American children. In fact,
it is not unfair to say that the average immi-
grant child in the public schools is slightly ahead
of the average American of the same age. This

schools at

| lect, but to the fact that foreigners and the very
poor send their children to school before it is
customary for American mothers to let their lit-
tle ones go away from home. In an overcrowd-
led tenement house big and girls of five
must go out into the world and leave the mother

boys

time for the babies! Then the f ers send
their children with the utmost regularity, and
even when the mother is sick she will, if the

child desires it, make it possible to dispense with
for a few hours, There is no
staying at home for trifling ailments or stormy
weather.

service at least.

to write English about as well as do those who
heard it spoken. There is no
trouble in weaning them from the old ways. The
difficulty is to see that they do not cast aside
all that was noble in the old life as readily ac
they do all that was and that they
are real, true hearted ans” before they
cease to be genuine Italians or Germans or Rus-
‘sians distinetly estimable in their
way. It would be an unpleasant state of affairs
if the country found itself with a crop of young
people who were “not fish, flesh, fowl, or good
red herring.”” The public school téachers realize
this, and of the pleasantest features of
school life is the hearty admiration and respect
which the teachers have for what is best in the
'thilll's home life. They soon see the folly of the
| too contemptuous attitude of Americans,
i:unl labor to eliminate only the bad, preserving
| the noble characteristics of these foreigners
f toward the further enriching of American life.

have always

ignorant,
“Ameri

personages

one

most
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ITALIAN POSTAGE
: From The Pall Mall Gazette,

NTAMPS,

The postage stamps of

| The } centissimi,
I tissimi and 40 centissimi, for the ssue of
! Victor Emmanuel U, of which six millions have
|

been al 1ty printed, bear the King's head.
! The printing of the stamps of smaller value is
proceeding rapidly. These will bear an eagle of
varying size instead of the King's head. The
designs were made by Signor Colletti, a Vene-
| tian artist. The engraving is on steel by Alberto
| Repettati, who has also been ¢hosen to cut the
new dies for the coupons of the public debt.

NEW-YORK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED Sl'lfl’LE

1)‘~-.‘|rs of age should be able to write a correctly |

MENT.

«PERCY” NAGLE.

ONE OF CROKER'S FAVORITES WHO

HAS UNDONE MUCH OF COLONEL
WARING'S GOOD WORK.

When Mayor Van Wyck distributed the politi-
cal plums in the form o municipal offices ac-
cording to the dictates of Croker, Percival E.
Nagle, Tammany leader in the southern half of
the XXXIVth Assembly District, was overlooked.
But a man of Nagle's proportions—&6 feet 3 inches
and weighing nearly three hundred pounds—ecan-
not be lost sight of, even in a Tammany crowd,
and when James McCartney died the recogni-
tion came in the form of an appointment a.sl
Commissioner of Street Cleaning. By this ap- |
pointment a Tammnany ruffian of the worst kind
took possession of the office in which Waring
had won his laurels. The appointment was
spoken of by the good citizens of New-York as
one of the very worst that could have been
made, and it was well understood that Nagle

was chosen because of his congenial relations |
with Croker and because of his influence in “the |
McCartney

ring.” had been his friend, they

| District Prison at a salary of $2

PERCIVAL E. NAGLE.
Commission.r, Department of Street Cleaning, City l
of New-York. i

| had been members of the same rowing associa- |

tion and pulled together, in politics also, but
when McCartney's health began to fail Nagle's |
eves became fixed on the street cleaning job, |
and his associates knew that he was waiting for

| & dead man’'s shoes

X : maker,
i is not due, however, to any superiority of intel- |

lnw man whese associates had been gamblers,

When McoCartney died the ruler of New-York
was in Kurope, anil in “Johnny"
Carroll distributed Croker's prizes through the

his absence

medium of Mavor Van Wyok He had big
“Percy” Nagle appointed to the vacant com-
missionership. and the better element of New-
York stood aghast at Carroll's audacity. Some
of the conservative Tammany men thought that |
Carroll had gone toe far, and his tool, Van
Wyck, was charged by good party men with

having elevated a man of the lowest type, whom
even the chief. much as he might have admired
him a4 “‘nervy” gambler and good book-
have placed in an impeortant |
But these fears were ground-
approved the appointment, and

as
would not
municipal office.

less.  Croker

racetrack hangers on and Tammany heelers of |

| the lowest grade was branded “O. K.™ by Boss |
Croker, and since that time he has been a

power in the Tammany camp, and, as such, one
of the rulers of New-York.

He cork, Ireland, about forty
years to New-York as a child, and |
what little schooling he had he received in this
city. When he took charge of his office he

was bhorn in

ago, canw

| said that he had been in the freight and trans- |

{

| portation business,
In these circumstances the children soon learn |

Some of his friends said that
he builder. but it was clear that
at the time of his going into the Tammany of-
fice he was not actually engaged in any busi- |
ness —unless gambling be counted among the
legitimate ions The directory gave hisi
business as “real estate” and his office No. 122!
East  One-hundred-and-twenty-fifth-st. That |
place was a low known as the “Golden
Oar,” «f which his brother, “Jack” Nag'e, was
the nominal proprietor. On the ground floor of
this place were a barroem, a shuffleboard and a
few tables and chairs. From this room a door
led to a hall by which one could reach a stair-
way leading to the sccond story. The way was
barred, however, to any one who had no pass
from “Jack” Nagle or who was unknown to the
man on guard. The second floor contained
roulette, fare, and other gambling layouts. This
gambling den, “Perey” Nagle's “real estate of-
fice,” of the of 1t

had been a

AR

resort

wWas one waorst its class,

| masqueraded under the name Winona Club., The

| fact that Nagle was a gambler and the leader of

a gang of racetrack and gambling house ruffians
probably gave him high standing with the Tam-

many leaders and aided him in his political |
aspirations, but he had other points in his
favor. He had formerly lived in Westchester |

County, and the archives of the County Clerk’'s
office. show that two indictments for felony
had been found against Nagle before he de-
veloped a liking for politics.,

His misdeeds were not as high in the list as
those of Scannell and some others, but they were
sufficient to make him eligible to high rank in the

| cleaning service,

inner circle of Tammany Hall. The indictments
had been found against Nagle for gross viola- |
tion of the statutes against pool selling and
gambling. The place with which he was (_'ull—o
nected in Westchester was known as “Little ;
Monte Carle.” It flourished at a time when the
reform movement made New-York uncomforta-
ble for the eriminal classes. Gamblers, swin-
dlers, confidence men, poolroom proprietors and
sharpers fled before the arm of the law, and
much of this riffraff settled in Westchester
County, and places like “Little Monte Carlo™
flourished. They became the meeting places of
New-York “crooks” and thiaves, and the resi-
dents saw with alarm the danger to which the
vouth of the places was exposed. “Little Monte
Carlo” was finally wiped out, but was well re-
membered and much spoken of when Nagle ap-
peared in the new part of Commissioner of
Street Cleaning under the Croker government.
He is the kind of man whom Croker would
naturally select as a district leader, and he was
not slow to make good use of his influence. His
brother “Jack” was made warden of the Ci
500; his biother
“Garry” got a fat job as commissioner to-adjudi-
cate real estate claims, and another relative
was appointed superintendent of the city's
house for homeless men. The Nagle family was
under obligations to the chief, and it ecould
be relied upon to do the work laid out fer it
by the boss in England. The Street Cleaning
Department, according to Nagle, had two ob-
Jects—to clean the streets and to promote the
interests of Tammany Hall, and, while Captain
Gibson, who was Colonel Waring's assistant and
who managed the department when MceCartney
was at its head, took care of the street cleaning,

Nagle used the depariment in the interest of
Tammany Hall.
His methods were illustrated recently by his

treatment of James Wilson, a clerk in his de-
partment. Wilson was a Divver op-
posed Foley in his fight for the leadership of
his district. Nagle was with Sullivan and Foley
and “agin™ any one who worked or spoke in the
interest of Divver. Wilson held his place under

man and

the Civil Service law, and, z himse!f free
to act as he pleased on that account, took sides
with the man whom Nz O The big

opi

“stand f¢

street cleaner will not i
on the part of men who work under him, and
in order to bring that fact home to them the
clerk was deprived of his place, and as a further
punishment was detailed to drive an ashcart,
although he was receiving pay at the rate of
$1,560 a year. The clerk had to wear a hat-
piece like the ordinary ashecart men, and this
plate, bearing the number “38," he showed at
a meeting while a friend gave a history of his
“This dirty trick was done at the sug-
gestion of Foley,” said the speaker. “When he
found he could not throw Wilson out he got
Nagile to take him out of his regular work and
put him on an asheart.”

This action was characteristic of Nagle, who
rose from the place of an ordinary “cheap sport”
to that of district ruler in a short time. He
content at one time to exercise his pull
the men who patrolled the district im which
favorite gambling resorts were situated, while
now he rules the police and is the power bekind
the police captain in his part of the ecity.

lependence

case.

»
was

with

More
than a year ago his influence with Tammany
was so great that merchants and business men
in the northern part of the city were afraid te
demand their own plain rights if they found that
their claims clashed with “Percy” Nagle.

The fact that Nagle's department is oerganized
in the interest of Tammany Hall was shown last
month, when it became known that the “shake-

| down"” system had been introduced in the street

and that poor laborers who
received pay at the rate of $T) a year were
compelled to pay ) cents a week into the Tam-
many pool. One of the foremen also declared
that in addition to this Tammany tax the sweep-
ers had to pay $ a year to one of Nagle's uni-
formed employes. There are about thirty-three
hundred names on the payroll of the Street
Cleaning Department, and assessments such as
were mentioned by the men who complained
about the “shakedown™ system instituted by the
Nagle administration give Tammany Hall a
neat little working capital.

Under orders from the District Attorney in-
vestigations have been made as to the manage-
ment of the Street Cleaning Department, and it
has been found that large sums of money have
been squandered administration
began. Under Colonel Waring scows were towed
to the sea at an average cost of about $18, while
under Nagle the price has gone up to $79. About
$IB5,000 of the city money has been thrown
away on this item alone. In addition to this
mismanagement, it has been known for some
time that Nagle puts the city to unnecessary
expense by employing scows from friends while
the city property, purchased and maintained for
service in his department,
idle and to deteriorate b
used. Daly & Ivins rec
competition
advertise,

since Nagle's

is allowed to remain
wuse of its not being
ive contracts without
the commissioner fails to
John D. Daly, of the favored firm,
is a friend of the commissioner, who, like his
chief at the Democratic Club, shows that the
way to Keep friends is to help them.
e

THE SOUVENIR POSTAL CARD
From The London News.

'l_'hu souvenir postal card eraze has reached its
height in Germany. The Imperial Postotfice in-
stituted a check for a week, and discovered that
the daily average of these pictorial mementos
of travel reached the enormous total of 1,446,-

9.::8._ The postage paid oun these cards averaged
13,400 a day!

because

CRAZE.




