
WRITING KNT.LISII.

ONE OF CROKKUS FAVOKITKS WHO

HAS CNIH'NK MICH OF CnU'NKI.

WAIiI.NCS GOOD WORK.

When Mayor Van W\ok aVstributed the politi-

cal plums in the form c. muni< ipal offices a<
-

cording to the dictates of croker, Pevefval E.

Nagle, Tammany leader in the southern half of

the XXXIVth Assembly District, was \u0084\ er looked.
But a man of Nagle'a proportions— 4 fee* '•> inches
and weighing nearly three hundred pounds—can-

not be lost sight of. even in a Tammany crowd,

and when Jam. s Mn'min. j di> d tIM recogni-

tion came in the form of an a4HX>l»l»Wllll M
Commissioner of Street Cleaning. V>y this ap-

pointment a Tarn nany ruffian of the worst Kind
took possession of the office in vvhi. a Waring

had won his laurels. The appointment was
spoken of by the good citizens of New-York as
one of the very worst that could have been
made, and it was well understood that Xagle

was chosen because of his congenial relations
with Croker and because of his influence in "the
ring." McCartney had been his friend, they
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McKinley's life and work. In a case like this,

when the subject is large, the teacher will not
attempt to give much id.-a of the whole of a
man's life. Some special epoch is made to stand
out clearly, while the rest is filled in sk. -tchily.

Inone .school of foreign born children McKinley's
boyhood was made especially interesting. One es-
say had a good deal of original thought in it:
"We could see that be was a good man by tha
last words he spoke. Some ,if the words are 'Do
not hurt the man.' 'It is Qod'fi will.' We COUld
see that the people cared for ifcKinley, for that
they decorated their windows, their stor.-s and
schools and buildings and other things. When
IfcKinley was sixteen years of age Abraham Lin-
coln asked who will volunteer to save our Bag,
and William IfcKinley was first to volunteer.
William IfcKinley went home and told his
moth. r. She was very sad, but she said all right.

She gave him so many blessings. (Jod saved him.
lie was a soldier, Congressman and President."
This child was twelve and heard Knglish only

at school.
In addition to th.- work in connection with

literature, history and current events., the chil-
dren write what will help them m their geog-
raphy. In their study of Asia the t.-acher tells
tn.ni about Ifahomet, and a twelve-year-old
Jewish girl <m the lower Bast BMa ariitei a
typical composition as foiISWS:

In Arabia their w.-re many religj up, and he-
cause of this their were many people who had
no religion. Mohammed was born In Mecca in
the year 57ft He was a poor camel driver,
but married a rich woman and could giv.-
himself to study. When forty yeara of at:--
has given himatIf up to teach 1 new reugion.
Mohammed began to claim that he must re-
ceive a book of laws from God called
the Koran. Mohammed was persuted and had
to leave Arabia. Mohammed returned to M Ica
in the year 690 and destroyed idols, and became
the religious leader Of Arabia. His motr waa
that their is no god but God and Mohammed la
the prophet of God. Mohammed elevatt-d th.-
women of Arabia to their highest position. Mo-
hammed died In Medina in the year 632, He was
sixty-five y.ars old.

An excellent Idea is developed about this time

of having the children write 1.-tiers of applica-

tion for phi..-;, and Bimple business letters
such aa every one has to writ.- at one time or
another. Th.- tab. r will sometimes tell them
to cut any advertisement for help wanted from
a newspaper and to answer it suitably. In dis-
tricts wh.r> the children are obliged to leave
the grammar school to k<> to work this is natu-
rally a Kr-at h.lp to them. Any child of poor
parents who has attended school until fourteen

i-- of at;-- should in- abb- to write v correctly
expressed letter applying for a place. When,

as is sometimes done, the i^ni^ and boys are

ask.-d to explain what they wish to become in
after life, the need for this sort of thing is made
evid.-nt. if the school la situated In a poor dis-
trict a bundli of such compositions will show
the ever pr.-set:t desire to s. . ure a "stead) Job."
significant comment on what occurs at home
wben the father la "laid off"

Perhapa it is this great need lo forge ahead
In the struggle that makes th. children of Im-
migrants so soon keep pace with those of Ameri
can birth. The compositions quoted have
been taken from schools at which ib>- attend-
ance is mad-- up of children of Italian. German,
Irish and Jewish parents, but they are, except
for an occasional Incorrect use \u0084f idiom. <iuite
equal to thos.- of American children. In fact,
it is not unfair to say that ihe average immi-
grant child in the publicschools la slightly ahead
of the average American of the same age. Thii

iis not due. however, to any superiority of intel-
lect, but to the fact that foreigners and the very
pom- send their children to school before it is
customary for American mothers to lei their lit
tie ones go away from home in an overcrowd-
ed tenem.-nl bouse big boys and girls of five
must go out into the world and leave the mother
time for the babies 1 Then the foreigners aend
their children with the utmost regularity, and
even when the mother is sick she will, if the

child desires it. make it possible t<> dispense with
service for a few hours, at least There is no
staying at home for trifling ailments or stormy
weather.

in these circumstances the children soon learn
to write English about as well as do those who
have always heard it spoken There is no
trouble in weaning them from the old ways. The
difficulty is to sec that they da not cast aside
all that was noble in the old life as readily a-
they do all that v-as ignorant, and that the]
are real, true hearted "Americans" before they
cease to be genuine Italians or Germaaa or Rus-
sians personages distinctly estimable in their
way. it would be an unpleasani state of attain
ifthe country found itself with a crop of young
people who w.re -not tish. llesh. fowl. Of good
red herring." The public school tefcehera rialti
this, and one of the pleasaatest features of
school life is the heart) adaairatioa and reaped
which the teachers have for what is best m the
Child's home life. They soon see the follj ol th.-
too contemptuous attitude of most Aanericans,
and labor to eliminate only the bad. preserving
the noble characteristics of these foreigners
toward the further enriching of American life

inner circle of Tammany Hall. Th. indictments.
had been found against Nagle for gross violaTs^
tlon of the statutes against pool selling and

*

gambling. The place with which he was con^t
neeted iii Westohester was known as "Little..-
Monte Carlo." Itflourished at a time when the

-
reform movement made New-York uncomforta-
ble for the criminal classes. Gamblers, swin-
dlers, confidence men, poolroom proprietors and

sharpers fled before the arm of the law. and
much of this riffraff settled in Western •

County, ami places like "Little Monte Carlo" .
flourished. They became the meeting places of

-York "crooks" and thieves, and the resi-
dents saw with alarm the danger to which the
youth of the places was exposed. "LittleMonte

Carlo" was finally wiped out, but was well re-
membered and much spoken of when Nagle ap- <

peared in the new part of Commissioner of /
Street Cleaning under the Croker government.

He is the kind of man whom Croker would
naturally select as a district leader, and he was A
not slow to make good use of his influence. Hisß
brother "Jack" was made warden of the C\Xj^
District Prison at a salary of $2,500; his b:other
"Garry" got a fat jobas commissioner to-a<l :•

cate real estate claims, and another relative
was appointed superintendent of the city's

house for homeless men. The Nagle family was

under obligations to the chief, and it could
be relied upon to do the work laid out for it
by the boss in England. The Street Cleaning
Department, according to Nagle, had two ob-
jects—to clean the streets and to promote the

interests of Tammany Hall, and, while Captain
Gibson, who was Colonel Waring assistant and
who managed the department when McCartney
was at its head, took care of the street cleaning-,
Nagle used the department in the interest of
Tammany Hall.

His methods were illustrated recently by his
treatment of James Wilson, a clerk in his de-
partment. Wilson was a Divver man and op-
posed Fo!ey in his tight for the leadership of
his district. Nagle was with Sullivan and Fates
and "agin"any one who worked or spoke in the
Interest of Divver. "Wilson held his place under
the CivilService law, and. believing himself free
to act as he pleased on that account, took sides
with the man whom Nay;'..- opposed. The bit;
street cleaner willnot "stand for" independence
on the part of men who work under him. and
in order to bring that fact horn.- to them the
clerk was deprived of his place, and as a further
punishment was detailed to drive an ash-art,
although he was receiving pay at the rate of
$i,SG«L> a year. The clerk had to wear a hat-
piece like the ordinary ashcart men. ami this
plate, bearing the number **9Mt" he showed at
a meeting while a friend gave a history at hid
case. This dirty trick was done at the sug-
gestion of Foley." said the speaker. -When he
found he could not throw Wilson out he got
Nagle to take him out of his regular work and
put him on an ashcart."

This action was characteristic of Nagle. who
rose fr»>rn the place of an ordinary "cheap sport"

to that of district ruler in a short time. H. was
content at one time to exercise his pull with
the men who patrolled the district in which
favorite gambling resorts were situated, while
now ha rules the police and is the power behind
the police captain in his part of the city. More

than a year ago his influence with Tammany
was so great that merchants and business men
in the northern part of the city were afraid la
demand their own plain rights if they found that
their claims clashed with "Percy" Nagle.

The -i : that Nag • department is organized
111 th. interest of Tammany Hall was shown last
month, when it became known that the "shake-
down" system had been introduced in the street
cleaning service, and that poor laborers a he-
received pay at the rate of $7r>o a year were
compelled to pay "•<¦ cents a week into the Tam-
many pool. One of the for. me also declared .
that in addition to this Tammany tax the sweep-
ers had to pay $.".<> a year to one of Nagle's uni-
formed employes. Th. are about thirty-three
hundred names on the payroll of the Street
Cleaning Department, and assessments such as
were mentioned by the men who complained
about the "shakedown" system instituted by the
Nagle administration give Tammany Hall a
neat little working capital.

Under orders from the District Attorney in-
vestigations have been made as to the manage-
ment of the Street Cleaning Department, and it
has been found that large sums of money have
been squandered since Nagle's administration
began. Under Colonel Waring scows were tv>\ved
to the sea at an average cost of about v>. while
under Nagle the price has gone up to >T ¦ About
$K*.r>,iHx> of the city money has been thrown
away on this item alone. in addition to this
mismanagement, it has been known for some
time that Nagle puts the city to unnecessary
expense by employ SCOWS from friends while
the city property, purchased and maintained for
service in his department, is allowed to remain
idle and to deteriorate because of its not being
used. Daly & Ivins receive contracts without
competition because the commissioner fails to
advertise. John I>. Daly, of the favored firm,
is a friend of the commissioner, who. like his
chief at the Democratic Club, shows that the
way to keep friends is to help them.

Among the new commandments of modern
education are two of supreme importance, and

these two are, first, to make study natural and

Interesting, and, second, to make one subject tit

in with another. Aforetime one learned geog-
raphy and history and wrote compositions, but

none of these bad anything to do with the.

others. The child was in Asia one minute, trans-

parted to America or the seventeenth century

immediately afterward, and obliged to turn his

mind to the abstract consideration of "truth"
or some such subject as soon as the Indians had
Ve,n disposed of. His left band did not know

that his right hand did. so to speak. But now

the writingof the once dreaded "compositions"
Is inline with something that the children have

been studying, and it is mad.- as 'natural for
them to put their thoughts down on paper as iv

is to go home and batter the ears of the family

Rith it. The very word "composition" is avoid-
ed. It all comes in with the teaching of other
subjects, an lis not a bogie any longer.

Each month the children of the higher gram-

mar grades write four or five compositions. But
it takes some little time to make them sutti

viently familiar with the use of the language to

J.> this, whether they are American or of foreign

•lrth or parentage. They begin to write what

.'or want of a better word must be called compo-

sitions when they are not more than seven or
tight years old. The work is given them to copy
•at this stage of the course, but it familiarizes
'.hem with sentence construction. The little ones
<\rit<- laboriously "Papa planted a tree" or "A
tree grew by a brook." They write the sentence

four or five times. The teacher has already told
them the story of the planting of the tree or of
ivhat grew on the banks of the brook, so that
It is not a mere meaningless phrase. There is
Interest, which was conspicuous!) absent from
the wisdom of the old copybook. They find that

It is just as easy to write about the tree as to

tell about it. So self-consciousness does not
tome with the very touch ••( the pen.

That is the lirst stage. Then comes original

irk. and very original some of it is. The
teacher tells a story of some birds that sang in
a tree and made everybody happy with their

Iweel songs. The children listen, of course, anil
Iday or bo later the teacher willcall upon them

to write something about it. She will put on
the board the Word "sweetly" and tell the chil-
dren to write something about the song of the
birds that shall bring in the word "sweetly."

The children have no difficulty in putting down

the fact that the bluebird In the tree Bang

sweetly, or that the robin sang sweetly, or that
all birds sing sweetly. The bluebird and the
robin and the pleasure of the birds" Bongs have
all been gone over in the class a day or h week
before. When the subject is a little more com-
plicated the work becomes very interesting.

Under the word "blacksmith" there were some
bold attempts. "The blacksmith is a pony show
maker." "The blacksmith weres a heavy apron."
"The blacksmith works all day long," anil so
forth.

Further preparation for the writingof correct
English is given by dictation and copying. The
old style copybook! have been superseded, of
course. Nothing but the bast English is given
to the children as a model. In one school last
week, for Instance, the children were copying
the description of early Manhattan from Irv-
ing's "Knickerbocker History." It interested
them, taught them something about the place
they live in, gave them the needed exercise in
penmanship, familiarized them with the clear
expression of thoughts, and made them ac-
customed to seeing written on paper things that
they found also in books. At this period, too,

the children have letters as models, and these
are copied for an exercise in writing and also as
preparation for the writing of original letters,
which is to come soon. When a child is ten
years old he is writing simple letters on such
topics as the coming promotion, a subject on
Which he Is sure to have plenty to say and to
express himself with considerable clearness.

In this way the Idea of writing as something
entirely distinct from talking is done away with.
It seems a not unnatural process, and when the
children are ten or eleven years old they are pre-
pared to write simple abstracts (only no such
forbidding title is given to them) on the work
done In the history, geography and literature
classes. A ten-year-old Italian who hears not
a word of English at home writes of "Hia-
watha," which he has been studying: "Henry
W. Longfellow the poet wrote the song of
Hiawatha, an Indian legend. Hiawatha had
two (lose friends whom he loved very much.
They were Chiba bos and Kwasind. ChiDaDOS
was the best singer and musician of all. wa-
sted was the strongest man. Ilike Chibabos
best because be sang so sweetly and he had such
a lovely disposition. He was gentle and child-
like. Hiawatha loved him also."

In the higher grades, when the children are
twelve or thirteen, there is much work don, with
current events. Every month there is a com-
position about something that has happened In
that month. When the President was killed,
every child in the New-York public schools of
composition writing age wrote something about

HOW IT IS TAUGHT IN THE GRAMMAR

SCHOOLS OF THIS CITY TO-DAY—

SAPID PROGRESS MADE BY

CHILDREN OF FOR-

EIGN PARENTS.

11M.II\ m.-- 1 WE sT I|;/'.v.

Prom The Pall Mall Gazette.
The postage stamps of 20 ..ntissimi. 23 een-

tissimi and |o eentissimi, for tin- new Issue ofVictor Emmanuel 11, uf which si\ millions have
1 " already printed, bear the King's headThe printing of the stamps of smaller value isproceeding rapidly. These will bear an eagle otvarying .siz.- Instead <>f the King's bead Thedesigns were made U\ Signor CoUetti, a Vene-
tian artist. The engraving is on steel by Alberto
Repettati, who has also been thoaen to eu( thenew dies for Iht; COUPOM 14 the public debt.

had been members of the same rowing associa-
tion and pulled together, in politics also, but

hen McCartney's health began to fail N.-.- • -
eyes became fixed on the street cleaning job,

and his associates knew that he was waiting for
a dead man's shoes

When McCartney dud the ruler of New-York
was in Europe, an 1 in his absence "Johnny"

Carroll distributed Croker*i prizes through the
medium of Mayor Van Wyck. lie hail big
"Percy" Magic appointed to the vacant com-
mlsslonershlp, and the better element of New-
York stood aghast at Carroll*! audacity. Borne
of the conservative Tammany men thought that
Carroll had gone too far, and his tool, Van
Wyck. was charged by good party men with
having elevated a man of the lowest type, whom
even the chief, much as he might have admired
him as a "nervy" Rambler and good book-
maker. would not have pia. Ed in an important
municipal office. But these fears were ground-
less. Croker approved the appointment, and
the man whose associates had been gamblers,
racetrack hangers on and Tammany heelers of
the lowest grade was branded **?> K." by Boss
Croker. and sin. .- that time he has been a
power inthe Tammany camp, and. as such, ana
of the rulers of New-York.

li- was born in Cork. Ireland, about forty
years ago, came to New-York as a child, and
what little schooling he had hi received in this
city. When he took charge of his oflice he
said that he had been in the freight and trans-
portation business. Some of his friends said that
he had been a builder, but it was clear that
at '"' time of his- going into th? Tammany of-
life he was not actually engaged in any busi-
ness— unless gambling 1»- counted among the
legitimate vocations. The directory gave his
business as "real estate" and his aalcc No. \S-
East One-hundred-and-twenty-rifth-st. That
place was a low resort known .is the "Golden
Oar," of which his brother. "Jack' NagV. was
the nominal proprietor. On the ground floor of
this place were a barroom, a thus* board and a
few tallies and chairs. From this room a door
led to a hall by which one could reach a stair-
way leading to the second story. The way was
barred, however, 10 any one who had no pass
from "Jack" N-a-;, or who was unknown to the
man on guard. The second floor contained
roulette, faro, and other gambling layouts. This
gambling den, "Percy" Nagle'a "real estate of-
fice." was one of Hi. worst of its class. It
masqueraded under the name Winona Club. The
fact that Nagle was a gambler and the leader of
a gang of racetrack and gambling house ruffians
probably gave him high standing with the Tam-
many leaders and aided .him in his political
aspirations, but he had other points in his
favor. He had formerly lived in Westchestei
County, and the archives of th, County Clerk's
office show that two indictments for felony
had been found against Nagle before he de-
veloped a liking for polities.

His misdeeds were not as high in the list as
those of Scannell and some others, but they were
sufficient to make him eligible tohigh rank in the

Tilt: SOUYKXIR POSTAL CARD CRAZE.
From The London News.

The souvenir postal card craze has reached its
height in Germany. The Imperial Postottiee in-
stituted a check for .1 week, and discovered that
the daily average of these pictorial mementos
of travel reached the enormous total of I.»»•>.-
!>."S. I'll.'postage paid on these cards averaged
{3.450 a dayl

NBW-YOKK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.
"PERCY' NAGLE.

o


