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GOSSIP OF THE CAPITAL.

THE HISTORIC PROPERTY OF THE DEAF
AND DUMB INSTITUTION. A PART

OF WHICH HAS JUST

I'.EEN SOLD.

A syndicate composed of Alfred Gwynne Van-
d.-rbilt. Ogden Mills. William Lanman Bull and
Charles G. Worthington recently purchased a part

of the property on Washington Heights which
the New-York Institution of the Deaf and Dumb
has owned since 1553. The property extends 738
feet in Fort WashinKton-ave.. and alons; Broad-
way from th^ north sidf of One-hundred-and-sixty-
second-st. to the south side of One-hundred-and-
sixty-iifth-st. It is about one-third of the institu-
tion's land, w hich cost originally $115,000. The
price paid by the syndicate was more than J500.000.

The property was not useful for institutional
purposes, and as its value will probably be en-
hanced by the underground railway It was consid-
ered a good purchase. The notaDle feature of the
tract Is the two story Colonial house which stands
on the ground and has been used for some time
as a kindergarten. It was formerly the home of
Colonel James Monroe, a nephew of President
Monroe, who named it Fanwood. after his daughter
Fanny, who was th»» mother of Douglas Robinson.

The institution wnich disposed of the land has
been in existence about eighty-three years, and
was the second of its kind in the United States.

FAXWOOD.

HEAVY TRAVEL WESTWARD
— THE

OPERA SEASON—A COMBINATION

INREDWOOD TIMBER.
San Francisco, Dec. 7 (Special).

—
Winter

travel from the East to California promises to be
greater this season than ever before. Florida is
the only active competitor of California for this
class of travel, and the overland railroads have
been making a good flght by means of hand-
somely illustrated literature to bring the atten-
tion of the publicto the attractions of California
and the Southwest as a place for winter resi-
dence. E. O. McCormick, passenger traffic man-
ager of the Southern Pacific Company, has ar-
ranged for the finest vestibuled trains ever seen
on the overland roads, and he is now running

seven of these trains every day into San Fran-
cisco, three over the Ogden route, two over the
Sunset, and two over the Shasta routes. He is
ably seconded in this work by James Horsburgh,
jr., who has issued a series of Yosemite, Big Tree
and other handbooks that are real works of art.
The Santa Fe road is also putting on its finest
special train service to attract Arizona and
Southern California travel. In Southern Cali-
fornia the hotels are fillingrapidly, as the sea-

TOPICS IX CALIFORNIA.

COST OF WORKERS' LIVING HERE.
An investigation of the ccst of living of working

;> ople in this city has been bfgun by "William S.
Wadby, a representative of thf National Bur^^iiof

Labor Statistics, who h;is been sent here for the

A lank, long countryman stood outside of the
reading room door of the Library- of Congress
the other day and looked with longing eyes at its
gorgeous interior. Admittance had been refused
on his declaring that he had no Intention of
reading, but he lingered near the door hoping
something would turn up to let him in. Finally

he again approached the doorkeeper.
"You say Ican't get in, buss?" he asked.
"Not unless you want to read," was the dis-

couraging leply.
"A dollar wouldn't be any object to you. would

it.boss?"
The doorkeeper shook his head and waved the

insistent visitor away. Ina few moments three
members of Congress approached and. nodding
to the doorkeeper, said, "we are members, you

know." and passed in through the door. The
countryman darted forward again.

"I say. boss." h^ ask:-d confidentially, "how
much does it cost to i>^ a member? Ibelong to
one l"dpe already, but ef it ain't too all lired
much I'llfro you, for Icertainly do want to git
in thar and set down a spell,Icertainly do!"

versus eulogizing him as a soldier, which so
pleased hi? father that he allowed him to send
them to the editor of 'The National Republi-
can,' where they were published."

ORATORY IXTHE SENATE REPRESENT-

ED BY MR. BAILEY AND mr. BUR-

TON—MISS HAY'S BETROTHAL.

Washington. Dec. 7
—

Oratory has

disappeared from the Senate in recent years, and

the galleries are rarely thrilled by forensic dis-
play as in earlier times when spellbinding was
raore popular. The speeches of the members of

the upper house are, as a rule, clear and busi-

nesslike, they contain no loftey periods, no
Sights of rhetoric, and are delivered with no at-
tempt at oratory. Senator Beveridge broke the

ice of Senatorial calm when he donned the toga,

hut after the first few outbursts the juniorSen-

ator from Indiana assumed the attitude com-

mon to his colleague?, and is now as unimpas-

flcned and judicial In making a statement or an

appeal as any of those about him. Among the

se w Senators, however, there are at least two

from whom eloquent perorations may be ex-

pected. Bailey, the beautiful, from the Lone

Star state, and Burton, from Kansas. An an-

nouncement that Mr. Bailey would speak in-
variably (tiled the galleries of the House, and a

devoted following hung breathless upon his
words, enthusiastically comparing him to Web-

s,er. whom in the early days of his ambition he

took for a model and to whom he has always

tsen faithfuL Before he left the other side of

the Capitol Mr. Bailey threatened to "stir up"

things in his new sphere, but a new Senator
must bide hi? time. Like a freshman at college,
•-. requires discipline and is not encouraged to

assert himself. No matter, therefore, what his
intentions, how ardently he hopes to quicken

the pulse of the Senate, it may be some time
before an opportunity occurs for him to fill the
Senate galleries or thrill his colleagues by the
eloquence that is bo much appreciated in Texas.

Another orator among the new men of the
Senate is Mr.Burton, of Kansas. He was at one
time a teacher of elocution, and ever since he
took his degree at college, where he had al-
ready won a name as an orator, he has been
sought after as a public speaker. In 1888 the
speeches he made in his own State brought him
such fame that he was invited to stump Indiana
and Maine, and since then he has been one of
the most popular of the national spellbinders.

His answer to Bryan in the Union League Club,
New-York, occasioned much favorable comment
and is still remembered and referred to. In the
last campaign he spoke inone hundred counties
of his State and is said to have been as fresh
at the end of his tour as he was at the begin-
ning. Senator Burton is a native of Indiana, but
has lived more than half of his life in the State
of his adoption. He is a lawyer by profession,
and It has always been his ambition to be
elected to the United States Senate. For the
last twelve years, indeed, he has frankly -worked
fcr the nomination, and six years ago was de-
feated byonly one vote in the caucus. But after
this repulse he showed no rancor or bitterness
and worked so earnestly and zealously for the
success of his party that he earned the sub-
stantial reward of a seat in the upper house.

Ser.ator Jones of Nevada has come back to
the Republican party. He was received with
much rejoicing, the fatted calf was killed in his
honor, and he begins to feel as though he had
never wandered away from the home of his
youth. But this distinguished so.on still cher-
ishes ideas about expansion which are net popu-
lar with the party to -which he acknowledges
aiiegiance and is wont to illustrate his point of
\u25a0few by the following story:

""'Jut in my country an old farmer invested in
some hogs one spring, paying therefor three
Bents a pound. After keeping the animals all
summer and feeding them on the best he had
he sold them in the autumn for exactly what he
paid for them, three cents a pound.

\u25a0 'How in all creation do you expect to make
\u25a0ay money selling hogs at that rate?' asked a
neighbor who h»ard of the transaction."

'I've no reason to complain as Ican see
'

replied the farmer; 'ain't Ihad the society of the
r/p all summer?'

"

THE MONROE MANSION, WASHINGTON HEIGHTS
Recently cold to a syndicate.

Miss Hay's engagement to Pajne Whitney
inlets v.-:th hearty approval on all sides, and
both Mr. "Whitney _and his betrothed have been
warmly congratulated. Xo young woman at the
capital is more cordially liked or more sincerely
esteemed than Helen Hay. Her childhood and
the greater part of her girlhood were spent in
"Washington, her friends here call her by her
first name, and have watched her literary ca-
reer with keen interest and sympathy. It is
rare, indeed, to find a woman of her age so un-
spoiled by success or one who wears her laurel
crown more modestly. Miss Hay is not only a
brilliant and talented woman, but she is lovely
Inperson, amiable, kind and, in the recent af-
fliction that visited her parents, was their main-
stay and comfort. Happily her fiance is equally
well known in 'Washington, where his boyhood
was passed, and where he has come again and
again to visit since his father's retirement from
public life. The friendship which has recently
culminated in an engagement is of long stand-
in?, Mr. Whitney having been a classmate of
the late Adelbert B. Hay at v j>. The wedding,
which ha.« been fixed for February, will take
place at Miss Hay's home, and will be a quiet
one, owing to the deep mourning of her family.

The =:xth annual exhibition of the Water
Color Club, held last week in the Corcoran Gal-
lery of Art. was a creditab:e one. The interest
in these <-xhib:tions has increased every year,
the standard has been raised and a greater
number of artists have submitted work. Last
year ::.- trustee? mt the Corcoran Gallery of-
fer-; t-.vo prizes, one of (MO and one of $s<», for
Ise t- -i beat water colors exhibited. These
prizes \\>-re awarded to James Henry Moser and
Bertha Penrfe. This year these honors have
'\u25a0-\u25a0 Lo Jane Eridgeman Child, who received

rst rrize for a portrait in pastels, and H.
Hobsrt Nichols, who received the second prize
lor ate "The French Coast." a charming study.
The prize winners of last year were again well
represr:.:-d. Among the other contributors were
many i :-d names

—
F. R. Lane. Captain Davis.

R- btGran \" Johnston. Miss Bartle. Miss Nleho-
la>" ar.: Iflss Kimberlay. Th- exhibition was

well attended, nnd the list of sal^s gratifying
to those who contributed to its success.

BENBBELAER AJAJMNI MEETING.
The fall meeting of the Rensselaer Polytechnic

Institute Alumni Association of New-York was
held at the Arena on Friday night, the chief feat-
ure of the evening being a dinner attended by over
two hundred graduates and former students.
Among the prominent men present were L. S.

Buck, chief engineer of the New East River
Bridge; A. H. Renshaw, president of the Standard
Signal Company: Professor Georgo W. Plympton,
of Cooper Union; Nelson P. Lewis, Engineer of
Highways. Brooklyn: O. F. Nichols. R. P. Buck,

Charles Sooysmith, R. G. Packard. Palmer C.
Ricketts, S. R. Thomas. Lawrence P. Roy, F. De

P. Hone and the Rev. Dr. Painter. Interesting re-
mark? were made by the presidr-nt of the institute,

Faimer C. Ricketts. by Professor Plympton. Nel-
son P. Lewis and others. Proft—or Eticketts an-
nounced that the institute was in a sounder finan-
cial condition than ever before in its history.

CAMBRIDGE PROFESSOR TO LECTURE.
Professor Alfred C Haddon. of Cambridge Tn!-

verslty, England, will deliver a lecture before the
New-York Academy of Sciences und the Am--ri.-a:i

Ethnological Society on Wednesday evening. De-

cember 11. at 8:15 o'clock. The rooms of the Ameri-
cas Society of Mechanical Engineers, No. VZ West
Thirty-flrst-st.. will be used for this purpose. The
public Is invited to attend.

DR. iI'GILL'S CONDITION FAVORABLE.
The condition of Dr. John D. McOlll, of Jersey

Clty, who has pneumonia, was favorable yesterday.

Ithad been exceedingly critical through the night.

Dr. McGill is eurgeon-general of the New-Jexaey

National Guard, president of the Hudson County
National Bank and president of the Jersey city

Police Board. He has attained prominence re-
cently by condemning three grand Juries for fail-
ing to Indict gamblers.

Company F Is to have a theatre party next

month. Privates Ross and Betjeman. of this com-
pany, have been made corporals. Company H has
won another victory in armory rifle shooting by

winning the team match, each of the six m»-n re-
ceiving a prize. The members of th>- successful
team, with aggregate s.-or^s. were: Private Han-
lon, tifi; Corporal Wendel, 65; Private McManna, 63;
Private Knust, 61; Corporal Johnson, W, and Ser-
geant Deane, 47; total, 362. Company G was second,
with 346 points, and Company X third, with 316.

Company A willhold an informal hop and recep-

tion to-morrow night.

Company D, Captain Bell, has received a hiifh
mark from the mustering officer for parading I'O
per cent.

Company E will hold its annual dinner In Jan-
uary.

TO COOK THEIR OTT.V BEEFSTEAK.
Company C, of the 22d Regiment, 1<? to make a

departure in entertainments by giving a beefsteak
dinner at the armory on New Tear's K"ve. the
steaks and eatables accompanying them to he

cooked by members of the company in the armory

kitchen.

An inquiry is also being made in this city by the
State Bureau of Labor Statistics repardins strikes
and other labor movements. Blank forms hay«
been received at the local branch of the bureau In
East Thirtieth-st.. asking- for information as to
strikes, their number, cause and afTect, in the last
year, as compared with rrther years. The blank 9
will be sent to the unions in this vicinity to be
filled in and the information will be embodied in a
report which Is being prepared by John McMaskln.
Labor Commissioner of this State.

purpose. He willprepare a report of the relative
cost of livinghere now compared withother years,

it is said. As times have been good with the work-
ing people for the last year, it is believed the re-
port will show that the standard of livinghas been
raised. Allowances will be made In comjKXtlns
the incomes of working people f^r tne time lost
during strikes.

UNION ALUMNI DINNER.
The annual reunion and dinner of the Union Col-

lege Alumni Association of New-York will be held

in the Hotel Savoy next Thursday evening. Among

the "speakers will be Postmaster General Charles
Emory Smith, Judge Charles C. Nott, of the
United States Court of Claims, and the Rev. Dr.
Andrew V. V. Raymond, president of Union Col-

lege.

TO SURPASS PREVIOUS FRENCH BALLS.

Preparations for the annual French Ball for !s»>;

promise a more elaborate affair than any of its

thirty-!i'-e predecessors. It will be held af the
Madison Square Garden on January 21. The ballet.
WIM»Isi dances and decorations will be most
g-'orgt-.'-js, and the experience of thirty-five years

will be well utilized.
At midnight a ballet of three hundred graceful

ballet girls formally opens the ball to the music
cf an orchestra of one hundred pieces.

Three hundred colored people from Louisiana

will soon be established in a colony of 3.<h>.>
acres in Contra Costa County, near the San

Joaquin lire. They willdevelop the large ranch

of John Herd, raising garden produce, which can

be marketed by water or by the Santa Fe Rail-

road, which runs through the tract. The land

is rich and is well irrigated, so that the colony

ought to be successful. Ifit flourishes the man-

agers have an option on 13.888 acre 3o* land ad-

joining. The plan is to establish a negro town,

which will elect its own officers £nd have a

church and a school of its own.

The redwood lumber dealers of the Pacific
Coast are forming a combination to limit the

output and control the prices of this lumber
throughout the world. Sixteen leading lumber

manufacturers of Humboldt, Mendocino and
Del Norte counties are represented in the com-

bination. Their plan is to send agents to the

East and Europe, and .push redwood lumber,

especially for the interior finish of houses and

for fine cabinet work.

A company has been started here by H. Fro-

lich to convert black strap sugar beet refuse
into alcohol. Heretofore this refuse, which con-
tains considerable syrup, has been discarded as
of no value except for manure. The factory will
probably be established at Point Richmond.

because of neglect of business. Is now In Jafl
here for passing worthless checks. These were
mainly given to restaurant men and small deal-
ers and none are for over $50. Pardee says he
gave them with the understanding that his ac-
count was overdrawn, but this is denied by his
victims.

Contracts have been let for one of the largest

office buildings in 'Frisco. It will be built at

New -Montgomery and Mission sts.. and willcost

half a million. It willbe 160 feet in New Mont-
gomery-st. and 116 feet in Missiun-st., running

back to Mlnna-st.

The great dam of the Merced MiningCompany

was finished this week and water let into it. It

was built to impound the water of the Merced
River and generate electricity for running mines
on the Mariposa grant, as well as to light the

streets of Mariposa and Mount Bullion. The
dam is 452 feet long, of 302 feet between abut-
ments, contains 700.000 feet of lumber and cost

135.000. Though only fifty-three feet high and
thirty-two feet above water level, it impounds

water for two and one-eighth miles below the
grade of the canyon.

The Keswick electric power plant, one of the
largest in the State, went into operation this

\u25a0week. It was built mainly to supply power and
light to the Iron Mountain Copper Company,

near Keswick. and to the Mountain Copper
Smelting Works thirty-four miles away. This
plant is provided with static Interrupters and all

other new electric appliances. The current lights

the town of Redding, and next spring wires will
light Red Bluff,Maywood Colony and Stanford's
great ranch at Vina.

THE FULTON AGAIX TESTED.

SUBMARINE BOAT GOES THROUGH ITS

PACES FOR THE BENEFIT OF A

NORWEGIAN CAPTAIN.

Cutchogue. Long Island. Dec. 7.—The Holland
submarine boat Fulton was tested again to-day,

this time for the benefit of Captain Geelmugden,

of the Norwegian navy. Captain Geelmugden rep-
resents the Norwegian Government, which is said
to be contemplating the purchase of several tor-
pedo boats of the type of the Fulton.

Captain Geelmugden boarded the Fulton this
morning, and the vessel was given a surface run
of one mile, and was then submerged, going a long
distance under water. At the end of the run a
torpedo was fired at an Imaginary target. This
test was successful. This afternoon a Whitehead
torpedo was fired in Gardiner's Bay.

Captain Geelmugden at the conclusion of the
testa expressed himself as greatly pleased with
the showing made by the boat.

CHEERFULLY GOES TO JAIL.

COMMITTED FOR CONTEMPT. THIS T. W. C. A.

WOMAN" HOPES TO DO GOOD THERE.

Bridgeport. Conn.. Dec. Mrs. Mary E. Wright
Smith, a* wealthy litigant, was to-day committed

to jail for contempt by Judge M. J. Curtis, of the

Court of Common Pleas. The order was made after

Mrs. Smith had declared that no power on earth
could make her answer questions about the where-
abouts of her government bonds, which she values
at $300,000.

The action was the culmination of an attempt on
the part of counsel for Orrin F. Dailey. of New-
York, to get satisfaction for a judgment obtained
against Mrs. Smith several weeks ago.

Mrs. Smith was the founder of the Young Wom-
en's Christian Association in this city. and is a
prominent member of the First Congregational
Church. She seems happy at the prospect of going
to jail. She says it is the Lord's will,and she ex-
pects to do some good there.

MISS TOPPAX STILL CHEERFUL.

RETAINS GOOD TEMPER AND APPETITE UNDER

THREE INDICTMENTS FOR MURDER.

Barnstable, Mass., Dec. 7.—The events of the last
few days in connection with the charges against

her have had little effect upon the health or dis-
position of Jane Toppan. the alleged poisoner of
three persons. After her return to her. cell at the

jaillast evening, following her pleas of "not guilty"

to the three indictments which had been found
against her, she had a long talk with her counsel.
She did not stem cast down by the new turn which
the case has taken. She retired early and slept
very well during' the night.

There was not a trace of nervousness or de-
spondency in her manner this morning, and her
food was' eaten with a relish. No one was allowed
to see her, however, except the keepers, with whom,

she conversed as cheerfully as has been her custom
since her arrest.

GERST HEARIXG POSTPOXED.

ACCUSED CITY TREASURER HAS UNTIL \u25a0WEDNES-

DAY TO ANSWER CHARGE OF MIS-

APPROPRIATION.

Buffalo, Dec. 7.—The hearing In the case of City
Treasurer Philip Gerot. charged with misapplica-

tion of the public funds intrusted to his care, was
begun before Mayor Diehl to-day. Mr. Gerst was
suspended by Mayor Diehl on November 19. He 13
charged with having unlawfullyappropriated to his
own use J43.050 of the city's money, with appro-

priating to his own use at various times city funds

in amounts ranging from JI.SoO to $25. and with
loaning to various persons at different times city
money in sums ranging from $8,000 to $81 92.

Robert Schelling appeared for Mr. Gerst. who
was not present. Mr. Schelling objected to the
hearing proceeding until the work of the expert ac-
countant hail been completed. He also stated that
Mr Gerst had retained Franklin D. Locke a3 coun-
sel," and that Mr. Locke could not be present this
morning. He asked for an adjournment until
Wednesday, which the Mayor granted.

BIG MILL SALE PLAXXED.

ONE CONDITION 13 THAT THE TOWN EXEMPT

IT FROM TAXATIONFOR A DECADE.

Burlington, Vt,Dec.
—

Negotiations are pending

for the sale of the Burlington. Wlnoosk! and Col-
chester mills, at Wlnooski, to a big corporation, be-
lieved to be the American Woollen Company. The
sale Is conditional upon the town's exempting the
plant from taxes for ten years.

The three mills cost $1,000,000 when constructed.
They made woollen and worsted cloth and cotton
yarn. Since last March they have been in the
hands of a receiver, and have been idle. It is said
if the sale is carried through the mills will give
employment to one thousand hands.

DEPARTMEXT STORE REPARTEE.
From The Chicago Tribune.

"What are these things?" asked the customer.
"Blackboard erasers." said the shopgirl.
"I don't want anything that willerase a black-

board. Iwant a chalk mark eraser."
"That's what Imeant. These are chalk mark

erasers. Anything else?"
"Yes. Iwant some lead pencils.
"We haven't any lead pencils. We have some

wooden cylinders
-
with graphite on the Inside of

them. Will they do «\u25a0 wall?"

!PICTURES IX THE SCHOOLS
!
!FOR THE MOST PART PAINFULLY LACK-

j ING INNEW-YORK-HOPES OP BET-

t „ TERMENT UNDER THE NEW
1 ADMINISTRATION.

It13 a painful thought to New-Yorkers that they
are behind o:her cities In certain respects, but this
is the case, and the city which has in regard to
one thing more than any other beaten New-Yorlc Is
Chicago. The point in which the Windy City rises
above New-York is that of pictures in the schools.
It does not affect the destinies of either city, but
teachers consider it of not a lUtle importance. New-
York public schools of the elementary grades have
no mural decoration to speak of. and certainly no
pictures of Importance. The high schools have
specimens of Greek, Roman and Egyptian art, but
stop at that. The old masters, or. indeed, the
younger ones, are not yet a part of the school
system.

An exhibition has been held tor the last week In
the museum of Teachers College, under the direc-
tion of Oscar L. Woerner. Publishers of pictures
all over the world hare sent specimens of their
work, suitable for hanging on the walla of the
schools. The exhibit! naturally includes a vast
number of subjects, ranging from tr:e work of Bot-
ticelli and the early Italians to that of the modern
Frenchmen. The purpose of Hie exhibition 13 to
show the available material and to suggest the
proper grouping of subjects. Statuary is not for-
gotten. Some remarkable photographs, life size
and suitable for the walls of a nlber -arrow cor-
ridor, are shown, as well as the master casts. As
Is natural, there i.- an exhibition of cheap, but for
the price excellent, reproductions ihat may be used
for the purposes of study in the class, and perhaps
simply framed for the child to carry home.

Trie statement that New- York has no pictures on
the walla of its elementary schools should be slight-
ly modified by noting th.ir a dozen or so pictures
are sent from school to school for the instruction
and amusement •>:" the younger children. This
group includes "story picture-.!and animal pict-
ures, such as Bought.<n's "Return of the May-
flower" and "Pilsrim Exiles." Landseer's "Impu-
dent Puppy." "Forester's Family." "Wild Cattle"
and -Deer at Chillin^ham." Rosa Bonheur's "Brit-
tany Sheep." Watson's "Scotch Cattle." Alma Tade-
ma's "Reading from Homer." C. T. Turner's
"Courtship of Miles Stamiish" and the like. Not all
of them are great picture*, but they interest young
children. Howeve-. nothing is done in this city to
turn the attention of the oilier students to the work
of the great master?.

InChicapo the walls of the schoolrooms are lined
with good reproductions of famous pictures. Every

school has its supply. They have a custom of giv-
ing exhibitions of pictures and charging a cent or
so for admission, spending the proceeds in buying

pictures. This is not allowed in New-York. No
further away than Mount fern however, th»
School Board has ordered -•>\u25a0•>! photographs of
masterpieces to be placed in the schools.
It is expected that under the coming administra-

tion something willbe done toward cultivating the
artistic sense cf the school children. Such work has
keen of Uk greatest interest in social settlements of
allkinds, an.i has invariably met with success. Even
the dull imagination is pleased, and the keen one
receives a source of enjoyment beyond belief. A
picture like Corot's "Spring." which has no story
to tell shows but indistinctly a human figure and
lacks detail of any kind, would not be thought
likely to appeal to the residents of the poorer parts

of trie city, yet one settlement worker says that It
is by far the best loved of all the many hanging In
her aarlor.

Some time ago a writer in a Boston paper re-
corded the remark made by a policeman who was
stationed in that most hideous of suburbs, South
Boston "Ah:" sighed this srood citizen gazing

about him. "It wasn't by looking at this sort ox
thing that the citizens of Athens came to lead too
world'" Which characteristically Bostonian re-
mark has a moral sufficiently obvious In this con-

[ nection.

HOME GROWS "SUMATRAJ' .
i

I
CIGAR WRAPPER TOBACCO SUCCESSFULLY

CULTIVATED IN THE CONNECTI-
j CUT VALLEY.

i Quietly, but with earnestness and enthusiasm,

1 the AgriculturalDepartment has for the last two

Iyears been carrying on in the Connecticut Val-
;ley a series of experiments which are of national
!importance. These have related to tobacco cult-
j ure, for which, as everybody knows, the valley

i is famous; specifically, to the grade known com-
;mercially as wrapper tobacco. The object was

j to determine whether under special conditions

ia tobacco could be grown in this country that

Iwould take the place of the imported article.

!For the last twenty years the cigar manufact-

I urers have relied chiefly on the Island of

: Sumatra for their supply of wrapper tobacco, at

ia cost of many millions of dollars annually. The
!department idea was that the tobacco valley

Imightbe brought to produce this delicate elastic

Iouter covering that is necessary to every cigar.
;
and thus "save the money from going out of the

!country, at the same time adding an important

| source of revenue to the people of that section.
\u25a0 The practicability of the scheme, at least so far

Ias growing the leaf is concerned, has been de-

j monstrated beyond a doubt, and promises to

!revolutionize an extremely important branch of

:national enterprise.

! For many years the United States has been

! importing annually from Holland about 24,000

| bales of Sumatra leaf, for which product be-
j tween $5,000,000 and $11,000,000 has been paid.

IA.1.1 to this the duty—§lS3 a pound—and
; other expenses incidental to importation, and
| some idea may be obtained of the sum which,

j the Department of Agriculture hopes to save.

!The product of cigars this year will for the first
| time in the country's history touch the 3ixbillion
1 mark, and consumption is steadily growing.

The experiments were at first conducted by

iProfessor Milton Whitney, chief of the division
of soils. So successful was his first demonstra-
tion that more than a dozen growers went Into

• the culture of Sumatra leaf because they believe
j that :here is money in it. This last fact cannot

;be definitely known until the special board of
brokers appointed by the Agricultural Depart-

iment has disposed of the tobacco; but the leaf
| has been grown and is admitted to be of qulta
1 as fine a texture as the imported article. Ths'

department is deeply in earnest about this ex-
periment, sparing no pains to make it a great

:commercial success, and has asked representa-

tive tobacco men to serve on a committee to ar-
range the details of the sale, which will prob-

!ably be held In February.

The tobacco on which such high hopes ars
based is grown entirely under cover. The origi-

nator of the idea is admitted to be* F. A.
Schroeder, once Mayor of Brooklyn, who exr

perimented at great expense in Florida.
John A. Dv Bon. the government tobacco ex-

pert, saw great possibilities in the scheme, and

introduced it into Connecticut. He planted one-

third of an acre with Sumatra seed, built a
framework of posts and crossbeams, and
stretched over the whole a quantity of cheese-
cloth, which not only covered the top, but came

down over the sides and was fastened so care-
fully that even an enterprising fly could hardly
squeeze through. Thus insects were prevented

from getting at the crop and the delicate leaves

were protected from wind and hail, which are
the plagues of the Connecticut tobacco grower.

At the same time the rain fell through unim-
peded and the air circulated freely. The tem-
perature was that cf a modified hothouse, and

the plants grew high and beautiful.

At present the largest grower is ArielMitchel-
son. of Tariffville. Conn. He owns about
eighteen acres of the Sumatra leaf, nearly half
the total amount of the covered crop. He and
his brother. Joseph Mltchelson. were

-----
pioneers

among those who followed the government's
lead, but a dozen others are working enthusiast^
cally on a smaller scale.

BOGUS ART WORKS 0 PARIS.
From The Parts Messenger.

Ina recent issue reference was ma ie to the trad»
In Paris in bogus pictures and works of art gen-
erally. An extensive fraud has now come to light
in connection with tapestry for so-called antique
furniture. The craving for "orijrlnar" seventeenth
and eighteenth century articles i- responsible for
this. The demand has far exceeded the supply, and
Ingenious Inventors of an unscrupulous class have
set about meeting it. The antique, with all its
faded and worn effects, has been so successfully pro-
duced that even experts have been deceived. Atlast
the matter has become so flagrant that the police
have taken it in hand, and some arrests have been
made. In the mean time, however, a rich harvest

has been -reaped, for many an -amateur" of the
antique has his rooms furnished with these bogus
productions.

THE DIFFERENCE.
From The Chicago Pest.

"No" he
-said,

-
'marriage is not a lottery—at ?\u25a0

least, not a. properly conducted lottery. You caa
take as many chances as you want In a lottery*
whileone Is usually the limit in marriage."

Starr C. Pardee. for eight years manager of

the Fidelity and Casualty Insurance Comuanr,

until last August, when he was forced to resign

The theatres have suffered because of the
rival attraction of opera, but there has been
nothing noteworthy at any of the houses. "The

Girl from Maxim's" has been on at the Colum-
bia, and next week willsee "Jeff" De Angelis, in

"A Royal Rogue."

Fisher's concert house, the popular German

beer garden in O'Fj.rrell-st.. which gives excel-

lent variety performances, is to be remodelled

and converted into a fine new burlesque theatre.

S. EL Friedlander will be the manager. The
interior will be modelled after Weber and
Fields', of New-York.

'Frisco banks are to have only one clearing
day, instead of two, as heretofore. The new rule

willgo into effect on January -. This willmake

the system conform to that of other cities. The
•Frisco Clearing House was established in1876,

when daily clearings were $1,927,624, but busi-

ness has so greatly increased lately that the

new method is imperative. Daily clearings last
year averaged nearly three and a half millions,

and the year now end'ng will show an average

of over ?4.<XK),000.

Director Campbell, of the Lick Observatory,

declares that the story of a comet seen by
Chicago astronomers is absurd, as at the ob-
servatory a special study was made of that
quarter of the heavens where the comet was
said to have appeared. His. theory is that the
Pleiades, veiled by atmospheric conditions,

were mistak-ja for a comet, or that the myste-

rious visitor was a trail left by a big meteor.

son has been unusually mild. Redlands appears

to occupy the I'hief place as a tourist resort this
year, though Los Angelas still remains the head-
quarters from which visitors make excursions
to scores of lovely colony towns surrounding it

and to Catalina Island, the finest fishing grounds

on the Pacific Coast. The new coast line of the

Southern Pacific, which permits the tourist to

stop at Monterey. Santa Cruz and San Jose on

his way to or from Los Angeles, has proved a

great advantage. San Francisco hotels are now

crowded with Eastern tourists, and rooms are

engaged for weeks in advance, showing that this

season's tourist travel will break all records.
With vestibuled trains, dining cars and perfect

service, and only four days from New-York, the

old tedious overland railroad has been converted

to a pleasure jaunt, full of variety and charm.

\lthough three of Maurice Grau's prima don-

nas Buffered severely from 'Frisco's November
climate, and though Calve was only once in

good voice and sang only four times in all,

still the impressario counts this his most suc-

cessful Far Western season. For the regular

three weeks' season the receipts are $150,000.

and with the extra an 1 six performances this

uee'k the total receipts will be fully $200,06 a
Audiences for good oasts were large, the fa-

vorite operas being "Carmen." "The Marriage

of Figaro" and "Lohensrin." Every time these

were given the big grand optra house could

not accommodate the crowds that clamored for

admission. Calve had hard luck, as she was

totally Incapacitated for singing for two weeks,

and when she dll appear she was only once In

pood voice. This was in "Cavallerla." which

was sung to a poor house, as the public be-

lieved she would not appear. Sembrich made
the hit of the season, singing in fine voice, and

Eames and Suzanne Adams also received much
applause. Of the men Van Dyck easily led, as

he was in much finer voice than last year.

Grau was unfortunate in his tenors. De Marohi

made the b»-st impression, but none of the

tenors were equal to his Boprai,os. Sibyl San-
derson, who counted on scoring a hit, 5-ang on
her first night to an enormous audience, but

she was coldly received, as people evidently

did not understand he.- conception of Manon.

On her second appearance in Juliet she had so

roor a house that it broke her heart, and after
that she pleaded illness. Her friends say that

she will never return to the city of ber birth,

as they treated her so shabbily.

POLISH PRIEST MARRIED.
Kansas City, Mo.. Dec. 7.— "The Times" says that

the Rev. Father Anthony Politeo, in charge of the

Catholic parish of St. John the Baptist, in Kansas
City. Kan., was married in St. Joseph. Mo., on

November 19 to Mrs. Eva M. Springstreet. known
also as Mrs. Fair. She says she came here from
Chicago, but her home was originally in Atchison,

Kan it is said. Father Politeo is thirty-seven

rears old, and was a college friendl of: Henry

Sienkiewicz and later a companion of Gabriel V An

nunzio He was exiled from Dalmatia because of
his liberal political utterances. He came here from
Johnstown.

P
Perm. ' . ....

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT INSPECTION.
A percentage of 93.56 was attained by the 14th

Regiment at Its annual muster on last Monday

night. Six hundred and ninety-nine members were
present, out of an aggregate membership of 710.

Company E. with sixty members, paraded the
largest number, and only one man was absent
from it. Company X had only thirty-six men pres-
ent and had seven men absent. Company F pa-
raded its full membership of nfty-nve officers ana
men Taken as a whole, the showing of the regi-

ment was considered by the official inspectors as
creditable.

WATER Fin Sit f\ NEW-MEXICAN DEBEBT.
El Paso. Tex., Dec. 7.—A dispatch from Us

Graces announces that the oil borers at En&le. X.
It,have struck an artesian well at a depth of 2i>'

feet which swept I,(XjO gallons an hour through a
two-inch hole. Engle is situated in the heart of
the famous Journey of Death Desert, which Is one
of the most arid regions known, ami the strike of

water will prove far more valuable than an oil

gusher. During the Mexican war. out of a column
of 165 soldiers who attempted to cross the desert,

ail save fourteen perished. Great excitement has

been created by the strike.

FATAL ACCIDENT TO F. ./. MATTHEWS.
Philadelphia. Dec. 7.—E. J. Matthews, president

of the Amerl( ;ui District Telegraph Company and
a prominent broker, fell from his horse while
riding near his home at Valley Forge to-day arui
broke his neck, dying almost Instantly. Mr.
Matthews had been livingin New-York recently.

He had received an invitation to attend the Rad-
nor hunt, and was on his way to the scene of the
chase wh-n the accident occurred. He was a
member of the I'nion League. Racquet and Phila-
delphla clubs, and was .sixty-five years oi<l.

RECEIVER FOR A NEWSPAPER.
Assemblyman George G. Tennant was yesterday

appointed temporary receiver of "The Pa*3iic
Dally Herald." The application was made by
George C. Hughes, editor, and the principal stock-
holder of the paper, who desires a reorganization.

THE CAST FOR THE SOPHOMORE PRODUCTION'

OF "THE ARABIAN NIGHTS."

Columbia's sophomore show, the feature of the
college week before Christmas, will be presented
this year at Carnegie Lyceum on December 19, 20
and 21. witha matinee on the 21st. For three w<*ek3
th* members of the cast have been rehearsing

thrii-e a week, under the ri;re<M!on of Robert O.
Jenkins, of the Sargent Dramatic School. Owing

to the failure of any literary abilityof the dramatic
sort to manifest itself in the eooes;e, the manage-

ment selected for production "The Arabian
N!t?hts," a comedy by Sydney Orundy. produced
here several years ago by Augustlr. Daly. The
cast includes A. G. Stephenson, P. Moeller. A. P.
Dorrance, J. A. Celos. R. G. Dufource, R. L. Yon
K.-rnuih. H. D. Benjamin and H. L. Stein.

-\u25a0\n innovation will be introduced this year In a
short minstrel play which will precede the show.
M. L. Hitchcock, a" sophomore, has written a little
sketch, in which the usual features will be Intro-
duced.

COLUMBIA THESPIANS DRILLING.

The first was founded at Hartford, one year ear-
lier. For eleven years the pupils were accommo-
dated in rooms at No. 41 \Varr*-n-st. D.- Witt
Clinton was the firit president and was succeeded
when be became Governor of the State By Dr.
Samuel 1.. Mitchell, who was one of the first ad-
vocates of the institution. In 1827 th*> corner-
stone of a new building was laid in Kiftieth-M. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ayes., and the building
was dedicated on September 30. 182*. There the in-
etltution remained until th* Monroe place, cover-
Ing thirt /-seven and one-half acres, was purchased.

In the last printed report of Enoch 11. Currier
the principal of the Institution, there were enrolled
287 male* and 157 female pupils, of whom the State
tupporteci 2"J6; the counties. 174: the counties and
the State. 33; parents and guardians, 8, and the in-
stitution, 3.

One of the peculiarities of the school, which is a
cheerful place, devoid of Institutional atmosphere,
and in all respects a home, is its military feat-
ures. Every male pupil wears a cadet uniform,
and military rules govern the place. A National
Guard officer has charge of the drills, and there Is
probably no better drilled boys' battalion than the
one composed of deaf mutes, for whom every com-
mand must be "spelled out" on the hand of the
commanding officer.

i
'

kly," as she was called at the White
House, was born a slave, but had obtained her
freedom before the beginning of the war, and
established herself in dressmaking. On the ar-
rival of Mrs. Lincoln at the White House, she
*'as called In to do some emergency work, and
proved so capable and satisfactory that she was
Permanently engaged as a maid. Standards
were different in those days, fashions simpler,
fcrd. besides acting as a maid to Mrs. Lincoln,
Keckly made her dresses, c.-.'.ling In help from
outside at times, but herself planning, cutting
find fitting the gowns the President's wife wore.
Mrs. Keckly is a remarkable woman, intelligent
and tactful, and from the beginning of her em-
ployment until phe quitted Mrs. Lincoln's ser-
vice exercised much influence upon her mistress,
and was frequently consulted on matters not
Ftrictly within her province. Keckly was one
of the first persons summoned when the Presi-
dent was shot. On that period, however, she
dislikes to dwell, saying that, even at this day,
she cannot endure to recall the sorrow and suf-
fering she witnessed.

Mrs. Keckly speaks tenderly and with affec-
tion of Willie Lincoln, whose death occurred
\u25a0when his father was President. "He was his
father's chosen companion." she says, "his
mother's favorite. Iseldom went into Mrs. Lin-
coln's room that Idid not find him curled up in
a chair reading or lying on the floor drawing
Pictures. He was a winning child everybody

\u25a0"•• 1 him. Few people know that the little fel-
low v.;— a poet, but he had some talent thatway. 1.1. at least one of his poems was pub-
lished. It came about in this way: Willie wasvery fond of Colonel Edward Baker, Senator
from Oregon and commander of the Union troops
at Bali's Bluff. Upon the death of his hero
Willie wrote some childish aid enthusiastic

There is still livingat the capital a venerable
aegress who was a servant at the White House
daring the' whole of President Lincoln's resi-
dence there. Her name is Elizabeth Keckly,and

she lives in a comfortable brick house, bought

\u25a0with her earnings, where she sacredly guards

tfce relics of her lifeinthe White' House. Among

tbese are an unpublished portrait of President
Uncolii, taken in the conservatory with a group
of Indians who were at that time on a visit to
the "great father"; a pictuie of "little Tad."
given to Mrs. Keckly by the President himself,
Tith the remark, '/Here's a very good picture
fora very good woman," and photographs of the
President and Mrs. Lincoln, also gifts from the
distinguished originals, all of them in the little
black walnut frames which were in fashion at
that period.

SECQXD SIGNAL CORPS REVIEW
Members of the Second Signal Corps, Captain

Baldwin, will assemble for review by its veterans

on Monday evening. December 16, and a stag en-
tertainment will follow. Colonel F. T. Leigh, a
former commander of the corps, and now signal
officer on the staff of General Roe, willbe among
th« guests.
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