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ering was, according to the call, to help Ire- | the bulk were Irish rebels in disguise. The
land and to “decide upon the best means for ac- | Wheel within a wheel was the order of the
complishing the freedom of that unhappy coun- 8. F.'s.
try.” Captain Geo Hussey in his history The writer said also that the organization was
being us for political s by men who
s - e \ made politics a trade, . a4 consequence a
e “” ""...]'“,'I“'I'H'""'Y‘l"l“‘;_‘ | powerful and promising organization has been
was asked by Michael | Stripped of its boasted unity of action, if not of
question Can you fight | purpose.”

yvou have spoken?” The S. F.'s remained a part of the regiment
The result of the meeting was the organis | until 1858, when they were transferred to the
tion of a brigade under the title of “Irish Re- | 69th Regiment and the 9th was disbanded. But
publican Union.” The first company was re- there was a means at hand for the restoration
cruited from dealers in Washington Market, and | ©f the 9th Regiment. One foreign element had
was named the “Mitchell Guard.” When, in caused its disruption, and another similar ele-
1830, this company was enrolled in the State | MeNt was responsible for its reorganization.
militia it became the third company of the 9th | AMong the regimental organizations in New-
Regiment. York at that time was the 05H5th Regiment,
The Irish Republican Union was really an in- | known also as the “Garde Lafayette.” This
cipient army of liberation, and each company | W45 composed of eight companies. Three of
was named for some distinguished Irishman, | these were made up of native Americans and
But it was deemed advisable to have the or- Swiss and five companies had nothing but
ganization incorporated as a part of the State | Bative Frenchmen in their ranks. The Frenc h
militia, and this was accomplished in May, 1850, companies constituted one battalion and the
when it became the 9th Regiment. other three companies formed the second bat-
On St. Patrick’s Day, 1831, the regiment pa- talion. It was one regiment, and should have
raded in honor of St. Patrick, and this was the been a harmonious body, but it was far from
<t military celebration of St. Patrick’s Day in that. There was continual strife between the
New-York. At that time nearly every member | tWO battalions, harmony seemed to be unattain-
f the regiment was also enrolled in a secret | able, and the fights in the 55th were common
rganization known as the “S. F.," the aim of | talk. There was difference even as to uniform,
vhich was the ration of Ireland. The char- | ©2ch battalion having its own style of trousers.
reter of the o ition as it was in those days A wag offered his services as arbitrator, and
may be judged by a letter from one of its offi- | Suggested that the regiment bury its differ-

‘ers published in “The Irish People.” 1In this | €DCes and its trousers and wear Kilts.
letter he says: But neither the wag nor the disciplinarian
Upon the surface, the regiment to which 1 gouliinduce Mhefmen ol comentofiterm- g and
was :\.ttavhvd was the 9th N. Y. S. M., simply. when the 9th was disbanded the “right wing”
A few of the members were nothing else, but |of the 55th, which contained the Americans,
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