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ART EXHIBITIONS.

,FRENCH PICTURES AT THE TUNION
LEAGUE CLUB—OTHER LOCAL HAP-
PENINGS — A PORTRAIT OF
BISHOP POTTER-—-NOTES.

geventeen French paintings go to make the sec-
ord of the monthly exhibitions this season at the
Trnion League Club. Seven artists are represented,
one belonging to the elghteenth century and the
gest to the nineteenth. It is an interesting little
coliection. and especially in one striking contrast
that it filustrates. The “Venus at the Bath—Por-
grait of Mme. de Pompadour.” by Boucher, is an
excelient example of that cynical spirit and essen-
tially sophisticated elegance which controlled
most of the art of the eighteenth century. It
stands for 2 worid In which mere simple humanity

counted for littie, In which men and women were
o~

¢ransmogrified Into figures of inimitable artificial-
jtyv and charm. It is shallow, and delightful. A
tew feet away two large paintings by Edouard
Menet are hung, “Christ and the Angels,” and an
“Eece Homo.” Here, 100, if we consider the work
¢rom & certain standpoint, there is shallowness.
That is to say, Manet had no business to touch
religious subjects; and when he did meddle with
+hem, 28 in these two compositions, he had not a
grain of spiritual force to put into his representa-
tions of them. But, on ail other counts, he is far
#rom shzllow. In these pictures we get humanity,
i we get nothing else; and, indeed, we do get a
great deal else. We get a technical breadth, a
weight and solidity of form, a poignant vitality,
which show us how far French art has travelled
srom the beautiful but frivolous masterpieces of
the eighteenth century. These two religions de-
signs may lack the religious note, but thelr realism
¢ magnificent. There is a touch that recalls
velazguez in the painting of the head of the peas-
snt-like figure standing to the right in the “Ecce
Homo": both pictures dimly recall the big can-
vasses of Zurburan and Ribera in Epain; but over
both there is thrown the distinction of a man with
#n individual style, and especially with a strong
grip upon the problems of draughtsmanship and
modelling before him. Manet did not draw with
the point, so to say; he gives us veracious form
through a bold treatment of his subject in the
mass. These are mot pictures to live with, to
enjoy for subtle and lovely qualities. They are

THE PASSING THRONG.

In the Union League, the great Republican
club of the city, an election has been recently held
that developed a surprise for both

CURIOUS RE- those who cast the ballots and for
SULT OF A those who received an election at
CLUB the hands of their fellow-members.
ELECTION. There has in past times been al-
most always a spirited contest over

the club officers, and rival tickets have all but
invariably been in the fleld. Indeed, an article of
the bylaws reads that in the club electlons mem-
bers shall indicate by a cross on the ballots made

orp;slte the names, those who are their choice for
club officers, and this clause it was that caused
the unexpected to happen. Seven men were
to be chosen to serve on the nominating committee,
and for once in the club's history there was no
cpposition. The seven names were the only one:
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up for election, and as a natural c e
practically unanimous election was looked for.
Two disgruntled members. however, did not ap-
grove of two of those up for election. and indicated
v a cross thelr preference for the remaining five.
But the two did not think allke, and the names
seratched were different ones on the different tick-
ets. Now, under the bylaw quoted above only the
ballots of the two disgruntled ones were legal, and
therefore, while the members of the nominating
committee were all elected, some recelved but one
vote and the others only two. One hundred and
twenty members voted. but 118 of those votes were
void under this bylaw, for the reason that as
there was no contest these 118 did not mark their
bailots at all, which compelled the supervisors
of election to cast them aside. The two members
who had disapproved certain names the ticket saved
the day. When the result was announced it i3 need-
Jess to add that it was received with a chastened

jov.

All clubs have compllcaflons in their manage-
ment, and those who manage, providing they do
so long enough, are likely to re-
HE WANTED gard the club, in the end, more or
TO ATTEND less as their personal property.
ONE Such, at least, was the view taken
MEETING. by a young artist who had been
appointed a member of the art
committee of the Union League. He was elected
for a year's term, and elsver months slapsed with
never a meeting of the art committee being called.
At the same time, the art exhibits of the club
occurred with great regularity, and to the great
satisfaction of those so lucky as_ to be invited.
Ihile he uttered no criticism, the member of the
committee that never met nevertheless felt it in-
cumbent on him to unfold his tale, and this he did
at one of the meetings of the club, and a particu-
larly full meeting it was. He simply stated that
he was a member of the art committee, and had
been so for eleven months or more, duri
time the committee had never met, W
same time matters presumably within the province
of his committee were being transacted. and he,
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