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PANAMA MAY BE CHOSEN

THE SENATE TO INVESTIGATE
CANAL ROUTES.

PROBABLE

x0 DEFINITE ACTION AT

THE PRESENT SESSION OF

CONGRESS,
EGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]
o

On the best authority in

although nearer settlement at
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cted upon at this Congress. This
tement 1 cognizance of the fact that the

11 pa Hepburn
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s will pass the

before Saturday.
will rest there in the
anteroceanic Canals for many
s months, before any action
1 it. The veasons for this are
he least important of them, as
forth by The Tribune, 18 the
offer of the French Panama Canal Com-
pany to cell its property and concessions to the
at the valuation put upon them
, (fanal Commission, £40,000,000.
However great m: be the fear in the House to
deal with the canal question strictly upon its
new light shed on it by the
report and

8
t

nate {

jted States

Tr
" 1y the Isth

-

with the
bor careful and thorough
the French offer, there is none of this kind of

merits

n's

¢egr on either side of the Senate, and that body |

pas made up its mind to deal with the ques-
tion almost de novo.

That is to say, the Senate has determined to
prnmd with great caution and the utmost re-
gard for the tremendous interests at stake, re-
glizing that if the wrong route should be se-

jected and faflure thereby attend the efforts of |

(he United States to connect the Atlantic and
pacific by a ship waterway, as has been the
experience of the French, the stupendous enter-
prise would he set back a very long time—per-
baps & century.

COMMISSION'S VIEW OF PANAMA.
With its characteristic deliberation, the Senate
sppears to have studied the last report of the
and
has the House, and as a re-
sult the Senate is aware that the commission,
instead of condemning the Panama route, as
seems to be the popular impression, actually
commended it more highly than the Nicaragua
route.

On the important subject of cost, this is what
the commission sald in its recent report:

Jsthmian Canal Commission more closely

intelligently than

The cost of constructing a canal by the Nica-

regua route and of completing the Panama
Canal, without including the cest of acquiring
the concessions from the different governments,

i estimated
Nicaragua,
Panama, $144.20
For a proper comparison there must be added

16 the latter the cost of acquiring the rights and

property of the New Panama Canal Company.

The commission has estimated the value of

these In the project recommended by it at $40,-

000,000
The report then goes on to relate the efforts

made by Admira! Walker and his associate com-

sfoners to obtain from M. Hutin, who was
then president and general manager of the

Panama ah offer zel] the

property and rights of his concern to this gov-

¢rnment at the valuation placed upon them by

Canal Compan to

the commission, and of the faflure of these ef-
forts. M. Hutin held out stubbornly for $109,-
K150, This price would have made the whole
of comg ama Canal $253,374,-

le tk i cost of a canal by the
¥iraragua laced at £180 864,062, a
favor of the Nica-

ical advantages, such as
re complete knowledge
¥ through which jt passes and low-
ntenance and operation in favor of

but the price fixed by the
ipany for the sale of its prop-
hises is so unreasonable that {ts

annot be recommended by the com-

onsidering all the facts developed by
tigations ma by the commission, and
I situation as it w stands, and hav-
the terms offered by the Panama
, this commission is of the opin-
st practicable and most feasible

imian canal to be under the
Agement and of the
s that known Nicaragua

ie

n«

ownership
as the

10ute

The commission was careful to put in quota-
1 marks in the foregoing the terms “the most
Macticable and most feasible
the control, man
United States *
Buage of the .

o the ¢ on

route” and “under
nt and ownership of the

that was the exact lan-
providing for the creation

n
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3 on and defining its functions.
4l h
R other words, the cor issfon was bound to
Make ~ .

k¢ a definite report of its findings. Owing

 this eircun stance

coupled with the remark-

B
¥ Propaganda kept up for the last three years

::’l:':w‘d:-; "a‘-" of the Nicaragua route, there

thar tb: lodged in the popular mind the belief

!t-u;, R - n denounced the Panama
‘Mpracticable and infeasible.”
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-~ Then the Senate will begin its real

"
e Stripping the canal question of all
Iment gnq tomfoolery. It is the present in-
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9 R 10 have the Interoceanic Cdnal Commit-
m‘m’\‘ﬂ the work. If the tentative plan is

fre o UG this committee

1;1 turn every

.Nuon, beginning
= ®tain from them
.'%)' On thelr investigations of canal routes

will summon be-
member of the Walker
with Admiral Walker,
detailed and complete

h&:‘shmus. How long this will take is a

tagg A mere guesswork. This part of the

‘“'l’ht; may keep the committee busy
After thee !;Qe':n’L f th

ers of the commission have

z‘m’““d all the knowledge in their posses-

principal engineers employed by the

B In its surveys and estimates will
fore the Senate committee to testify.
S other engineers who have studied
l;auentlon from practical experience
“d- This list will include General
reneral Sorrell, both of whom stand
‘¢ englneering profession and have
€¥8 of isthmian routes. American
O this calibre will be followed by
*Ogineers connected with the Panama
In other words, the Senate’s investi-
F made as thorough as time and
&l lhe)ur(:e. will permit, and at its con-
Stvenjony ’onerﬂdr;rrlcfi-htakr-r; will be printed in
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The 10N OF PANAMA PREDICTED.
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SCHLEY AT WHITE HOUSE | BUTLER SUCCEEDS LOW.

i e At the meeting of the board of trustees of
| 5 Columbia University yesterday Nicholas Murray
| A BETTER UNDERSTANDING REACHED Butler, the acting vresident, was chosen to he
‘ .
{ 3 . ., X . president of the universit His selection was
POSSIBILITY OF ENDING THE g 2 wnin
by a unanimous vote
CONTROVERSY.. Dr. Butler was born in Elizabeth, N. J., on
April 2, 1862, He was graduated from Columbia
i [BY TELEGRATH TO THFE TRIRUNE.) { In 1882, In 1883 he received the degree of A. M,
' Washifigton, Jan. 6.—Rear Ad: s | and a vear later was honored with the degres
| went to the White House at ne day b - T 1 R s studied in Berlin and Paris,
spent three-quarters of hour in private cor ind in INO8 he ed the degree of LI. D
ference with President sovelt visit se Ul reit He was asslstant
was made at the instance of Schley hi If, who | Professor in philoscy In Columbia in 1885, and
several days ago wrote to the President asking | pied the chair of pl phy and education
| an appointment. When the admiral appeared ' - 'l‘f'“ ) ) {
he was promptly ushered into the Cabinet | H as the first president of the New-¥ork
room, where he was quickly jolned by the ; U0lere for iing of Teachers, now known as
| President, who excused himself to all other | ) ° and | from
' 1 v o 3 » y
| callers for an hour. The President's greeting 1887 ed as 1 B » New-
| to the admiral, whom he had not seen for sev- sl 1 of Educat 1888 to
eral years, was most cordial, z 1 ipects ' 5
i Schley appeared to be in a particularls i = g ¥ Exposition in
| mocd when he left the President | s of il
| The visit cave rise to animated discussion and n M : SR
fK’v*!ip. wherever it hec e kn pre ing 3 ing into the sch Systen
| some astonishing specuiation and rather far | 1€ Was president of the National Educational
| fetched conjectures as to the developments that ¢ IRy and is rector that
‘might R R S da i ) He is » 1rust f the Wash
miral Schley firmly declined to R I rial Ins ) and was director
| f 1 < { of ( e
{ thing of the nature of his mission, and at the i 3 1 - 4 . FUntves
H W : i1 MM and
| Navy Department nothing whatever was known | H ;
fe was s« of the g
| Secretary Long, who was with the President an | . ;
! | amination b <t hed by, ¢ ;
{ hour before the wisit, 1id not know that she | 2iRination P o
{ e ) . j of Colleges o Miad States ar Maryland,
| President had an appointment with Schley, and S Bl s . f the 1ol
(i al direction of » foint exami
had no intimation that such a meeting was con- . : ey SR
¢ slatéd nations which were held in June in sixty differ-
empiated, ent citles in this country it which
| Those who guessed most industriously and - . th 1 I
wearly one ousand & 1 Xt .
[knnwlnzly connected Schley’s visit to-day with Dr 1,1; A. e f I
. Butler is ‘ e
z(hat of Admiral Dewey on Saturday, and ex- viow ) 1 i 3 5
0w and 1ohe 5 ' i .
| pressed a conviction that another “solution’ of brary.” H wa tod B ; )

| there is anyv substantial fou

PRESIDENT AND ADMIRAL IN
CONFERENCL.

Whether

ndation for this be-

the naval controversy was imminent

{ llef, it certainly is not traceable to an authori-
| tative source

It is a fact that Admiral Schley, on the ad-
| vice of his counsel, sought an opportunity to

lay directly before the President his story of the

campaign, including many matters not brought
out before the court of inquiry, as well as to
point out instanccs of what he consi >d the
court’'s disregard of testimony in favor
He also wanted to assure the Presi of his
| desire to end the matter and to avold further
public agitation. Beyond this, it may not be
known for several days what occurred in the
Cablinet room to-day, but it is certain that a
better understanding exists than ever before,

and that the President is in a position to suc
ceed, where the Navy Department could not, in
effectually disposing of the affair

Before leaving the White House Admiral
Schley told the President that he would start
on Thursday for a visit of ten days at Savan-
nah, to General W. W. Gordon, who served with
him on the Porto Rican Evacuation Commis
sion, and that next month he would make a
tour in the West

Senator Proctor spoke to the President to-
day before Schley's visit in favor of some
recognition for Captain Clark, of the Oregon, f
his splendid work at Santiago. Senator Pre
is emphatic in his opinion that ain (

deserves notable distinet
services 1n the Spanish

mn for his conspicuous

MILLION FOR A MEMORIAL.

MR. AND MRS. HAROLD AMCORMICK

ENDOW INSTITUTE FOR INFEC
TIOUS DISEASES,

Chnicago, Jan. 6.—An endowment of $1,000,000)
has been given by Mr. and Mrs. Harold McCor
mick, of Chicago, to found a medical institution
which will be known Memorial Institute
for Infectious Diseases. It will be a tribute to
the memory of their little son, John Rockefeller
McCormick, who died from scariet fever a year
ago at the country home of John D. Rockefeller,
near Tarrytown, N. Y. At present provision nas

as the

been made only for experimental work covering |

a period of five years.
JUDGE NOYES FOUNI

GUILTY.

ALASKA JUDICIAL OFFICER, DISTRICT AT-
TORNEY AND ASSISTANT IN CONTEMPT.

|
|
|
|
I

San Francisco, Jan. 6.—The United States Cir- |

cuit Court

of Appeals to-day fined Judge Ar- |

thur H. Noyes $1,000 for contempt of court, |

United States District Attorney Joseph K. Wood
and his assistant, C. A. S. Frost, were sentenced
to imprisonment for terms of four months and
one year, respectively. The only one of the de-
fendants present was Frost. The opinion of the
court was read by Judge Morrow, who said:

“In my judgment the evidence established the |

fact that there was a cons$piracy between the
respondent, Alexander MacKenzie, and others to
secure possession of certain valuable mining
claims in Alaska, under proceedings involving
the appointment of a recelver for the purpose

of working the properties and obtaining the |

gold deposited In the claims. To carry these
proceedings to a supposed conclusion, Noyes,
MacKenzie and others found it a necessary part
of their scheme to resort to the process of this
court.”

Judges Gilbert and Morrow were of the same
opinion in all respects,

Judge Noyes, who is the United States District
Judge for Alaska, has been dangerously {ll here,
but is greatly improved to-day.

|

l

THE ACTING PRESIDENT OF COLUMBIA

MADE ITS PERMANENT HEAD—A

GIFT OF

S100,000,

t E by the board of trustees
that Herbs s, M. A., has been de
nated to st serles of lectures on
Dean L dation, which is the endow
ment of ¢ I * chair in literature that has
been made by ( wral Horace W. Carpentier

s Is p essor of Chinese in the Ual

Cai €, England. He is fifty-six

VOear ¢ «d at Charterhouse

He recelved ] A. from the Uni

versity of (% nd the degree of LL. D

from the 17 4 A ‘en Professor

Glles was iy Britis consular service from

until 18 His writings on China and the
Chinese are numerous

The board of trustees recefived and accepted
the restgnation of Willlam H. H. Beebe as s
retary of the university Frederick P. Keppel,

a tant secretary of the university, was chosen
to be secretary

The ard clected Dr. Butler as a member of
the bhoard of trustees to succeed Froderie R
Coudert, who resigned on account of i1l health

An anonymous gift of $100.0(0 was announcad
and it was stated that no disposition of the gift
had 1 1 made. Announcement as made of a
gift of 000 frorn Adolph Lewisohn for the pur
chase of a set of dissertatic of candidates for
Ph. D). in the German universities A gift of

F200) was announc
applied to the
mineralogy A
Schermerhorn
tion of the
tecords

“m Crosbhy

»d from Charles F. (‘ox to be
equipment of the department
gift of $£300 from Frederick
was announced for the comple
Townsend Literaturs of War

Brown was named
rke I.. Rives on the committee of finance,
enjamin A, Sands to succeed F. A, Schermer
horn on the committee of buildings and grounds,
Edward Mitchell to sucee the Rev. Dr. Dix
on the committee on honors, Francis S. Bangs
to succeed William Barclay Parsons on the com-
mittee on education, and Mayvor Seth Low to
succeed F. A, Schermerho n on the committee
on library.

to succeed

-

DE CONSTANT COMING HERE.

BARON WILL DISCUSS INTERNATIONAL AR-
BITRATION AT CHICAGO

(Copyright; 1002: By The Tribune Association.)

[BY CARLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Paris, Jan. 6.-—Baron Estournelles de Con-
stant, the Deputy from the Department of the
Sarthe and the Minister Plenipotentiary, who

was the French delegate to The Hague (Confer-
ence, has to-day accepted the invitation of the
city of Chicago to deliver an address in behalf
of France on February ZZ. The subject his
speech will be “International Arbitration.”

C. L

of

B.

— e

TU RKEY PAYS POR FRANK G. LENZ'S DEATH

MOTHER RECEIVES

OF AMERICAN WHEELMAN

$7.500

Pittsburg, Jan. 6.—A case famous In international

liplomacy was to-day by the payment of
$7,000 damages to Mrs. Lenz, the mother of Frank
G. Lenz, an American wheelman, who was killed
by Turkish officfals. The money was turned over
by the State Department to John H. Mueller, who,
in connection with the League of American Wheel-
men, through President Keenan, was instrumental
in securing President McKinley's personal interest
in the clalm and ir having pushed it to final set-
tlement.

closed

MMANY'S

LEGACIES,

FERRIES RUNNING

GETTING LITTLE

NATIONAL CITY LIKELY

jority was safe.

dil

| NATIONAL CITY PRACTICALLY CHOSEN

BECAUSE IT CASHED DRAFTS
OF £3.500,000 ONE DAY.
Because it can cash the city's drafts to the
amount of $3.3N 000 in a single day, as it did

\ on Thursday of last week, without wincing,
{ the National City Bank yesterday received an
; unofficial notice that it would probably be agaln
| Ces ted as the “clearing house” for Man-
| hattan Borough. In other words, it will for two
vears longer be practically  the city's strong
| box, with an average deposit of £3,000,000 a day.
I A high official in thé Natlonal Clty Bank de-

clared that the hank’'s efforts to accommodate
the city at every turn had been appreciated, and

that the ymmission, consisting

of the

Mayvor, Contre and Chamberlain,

ikely to deslgnate a new Manhattan *

house The Peoples Trust Company, of
srooklyn, wlil probably be continued as the
Brooklyn Borough “clearing house™ whlile for

will be the Queens County Bank, for

the Bank of Staten Isl and for

Bronx the Twenty-third Ward Bank. The
balance with the Peoples Trust Company,

of Brooklyn, usually Is more than SO0
with the Queens County Bank S100,000, with the
Bank of Staten Island $50,0i0), and with the

Fwenty-third Ward Bank, $100,000.

The record breaking payment for one day, on
January 2, which is sa‘d to have endeared the
N al City Bank to the Chamberlain's of-
flce, was ecaused by unusually large bond in-
terest payments, and the cancelling of maturing

bonds for Brooklyn anl Manhattan These, in
addition to the salaries of 'clty employes, made
the disbursemen of towering proportions
A National City Bank official, in commenting
on the drafts the eity made on it on January
=, sald
We knew that most of them were coming, and,
a man who gets braced agalnst a cycione,
they didn't jJar us. Only two or three banks in the
Arry ' rplus which would per { f dis
reements ik that on Thursday last without
¢ ess embarras Four millior of
or les is eal of mo
of in one day to pay ti
cent interest on al A our hands
{ we make more than th eposit that the
lenve with us that ours, and Is taken as
 matter of . T'he city used to clear prinet
through Importers and Traders’ Ru ]
wi v or there, and when the ecity got
presged ng the collection of fts taxes,
Mr, Sage used t nd It morey. After January 1
IS8, however, the Finance Department of the oit
felt the need of having unusually large banking
resources at hand, and then Is when the National
City became the borough clearing house, The city
frequently overdraws ertain fur balances., but
g0 Jong as its aggregate bhalance {8 adequate e
give it all the accommodation it could reasonably
ask
Roughly speaking, about every bank in the
baroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn is a de-

pository A depository is different
from a borough clearing house, however, as has
already been indicated balances to the
eity’'s credit in the depositories small at this
time of the year, while the five clearing banks
carry large balances all the time.

There was a rumor afloat yesterday in Wall
Street that the National Bank of Commer
whose capital, like that of the National City
S10,000.600, would be chosen by Chamberlain
Gould as the borough clearing house for Man
hattar.. In the abgence of Myr. Gould yester-
day no one in h's office would talk about the
rumor. The National City people, however, arc
confident that they will keep the bulk of the
city’'s cash balance for two years longer

for city funds.

"he

| e
i TRAIN ROBBERS IN JIARYLAND.
i

ATTEMPT TO HOLD UP BALTI-
AND OHIO EXPRESS.

FIVE MEN

MORE
|
| [BY TELEGRAFH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Oakland, Md., Jan. 6. —Baltimore and Ohlo
Railroad detectives and Maryland authorities
are investigating an attempt to hold up the
Baltimore and Ohio express train from Balti-
more and Washington to Chlicago last night at
Swanton, on the seventeen mile girade on the
Alleghany Mountains. The telegraph operator,
M. J. Sarsfield, says that five men came into his
office at midnight, struck him on the head with

| a club and rendered him unconscious. The men
| then turned a switch, running the fast’train
i into a siding used for freight traffic. The quick

application of air brakes prevented the train
from being ditched. The train crew anticipated
trouble, and the armed express officers who pro-
tect trains from holdups through that wild re-
glon made such a demonstration that the rob-
bers ran into the woods. Shots were exchanged
with them. RaMroad detectives are searching
the mountain for the robbers.

Sl

| many

scministr

| Jersevy

WITHOUT FRANCHISES AND THE CITY

OR NO REVENUE.

TO BE

CHIEF DEPOSITORY.

There were several developments of more than usual interest vesterday in
connection with the new city administration. .
The Board of Aldermen met, and the first vote showed that the fusion ma-

[t was learned that among the legacies of annovance which Tammanv had
left was the failure to provide for payment to the city for ferry iranchises.

An unofhicial notice was sent to the National City Bank that it would prob-
Iv remain the Manhattan Borough “clearing house” for the city.

TAMMANY NEGLECT LEAVES A TROU-
l BLESOME PROBLEM FOR NEW

: ADMINISTRATION.
|
i

Among
to

the troublesome legacies that have
| the new administration from the re-
| cent Tammany administration is the duty of
dealing with ferry companies that have been
| running ferries without franchises or on fran-
chises that have explred. The city has been
logsing money for months in the case of one com-
pany and for vears in the case of another com-
pany, and many thousands of dollars have been
kept out of the city treasury because the Tam-
officlals n cted their duty

| come

orle
egled

During the entire four years of the Tammany |

allroad of New-

ferry

the C

tion ntral

has been

running its

Communipaw and Whitehall-st.,, without a
franchise, because officials of the city failed to
establish the ferry according to law and fix a
vrice for the franc All that time the com- |
pany was in an a tude of de« ed willingness
to pay whatever the proper officials decided the
franch was worth, and it continued to run |
the ferry without a franchise by virtue of its
agreement to pay when it was allowed to pay
The com v is running its ferry without a

franchise yet

Early in the life of the late Municipal Assem-
bly the application of the Central Ralilroad of
New-Jersey for a fran e for the Whitehall-
st. ferry was lald fore the Council. John

Whalen, the Corporation Counsel, at the hegin-
office in January, 18908, had

ning of his term of

bhetween |

FUSION MAJORITY SAFE.

ALDERMAN MNINNES MADE
VICE-PRESIDENT.

TAMMANY MINORITY TRIES TO MAKP

TROUBLE—BRIBERY CHARGES

TO BE INVESTIGATED. L4

The first meeting of the new Board of Aldere
| men yesterday showed that the fusionists wers
in control of the city's legislative body, but that
there was a Democratic minority that was
bound to make trouble Allerman James H.
MclInnes, of Brooklyn, elected vice-presi-
dent, having 41 votes against 36 cast for John
T. McCall, the Tammany candidate. Although
the aldermen transacted little business their
first meeting lasted nearly three hours, most of
the time being consumed in discussions of neo
value.

A great crowd of peliticians and others who
| had ne business with the Board of Aldermen
| besieged the City Hall for hours before noon,
| and many flowers were sent to be placed on the
| desks of the aidermen. A large stuffed rooster
was placed on the desk of Alderman John L.
Florence, and in the live bantam

was

session a

| rooster was flung from the gallery to perch on

the stuffed one. The gallery was packed with
friends of the aldermen

Alderman Armitage Mathews, who had under-
gone an operation for appendicitis, was carried
to the City Hall In an ambulance and conveyed
to the Aldermaniz Chamber on a stretcher,
A'dermen Malone, Lundy, Oatman and Holmes
were {ll, but th>y attended the meeting and
were helped into the City Hall by friends or at-
tendants Four of the flve Borough Presidents
made use of their privileges as ex-officio mem-
bers of the Board of Aldermen, President Haffen
alone being absent.

Charles V. Fornes, the President of the Board
of Aldermen, rapped for order soon after noon,
and there began at once a clamor by Democratie
Aldermen to allow all members of former boards
of Aldermen the privileges of the floor. When
the roll of members was called there was a pro-
test against Alderman Patrick Chambers, of the
XXVIIith District, on behalf of Joseph Krulish,
who was the fusion candidate in the district.
The protest was referred to the Committee on

Privileges and Elections which is to be ap-
pointed later.
PRESIDENT FORNES'S ADDRESS.

President Fornes read an address, referring
to the change made by the new charter in the
city’s legislative body, advising harmony of ac-
tion and the obliteration of party lines in the
transaction of business, and saying:

The transaction of public or private business is
best accomplished by devoting to it ample lhoug:t
and preparation. It s s to me, therefore, that
too frequent meeting he Board of Aldermen

he

will be attended by a n ry lack of knowledge
as to the subjects w will come under con-
sideration. I am « ced that the most im-
portant work of the d should be done in com-
mittee 1 t the m ts of proposed ordinances
and res should be exhaustively discussed
there. I recommend, therefore, that there shall
be only two regular meetings of the Board of

in order to erable the
heir very best atten-

| Aldermen in each month,
various committees to give t
{ tien to the matters at will in the future be re-
ferred them. A ar ncise and convincing
statement of facts contained in their several re-
ports will expedite the transaction of public busi-
ness at the meetings of the bhoa-d
The election of Alderman Mcinnes as vice-
president followed. It was decided to peostpone
the election of a sergeant-at-arms and assist-
ant until next meeting, and a committee
was appointed to wait upon the Mayor and re-
his message. Then arose a heated dis-
| cussion on a resolution by Alderman McCall, to
allow former Aldermen to have the privileges
of the floor. Mr. Cantor, the Manhattan Bor-
ough President, moved to have the resolution
referred to the Committee on Rules, and that
was done, after several Aldermen had winded
themselves in howling to the contrary.

BROUGHT UP.

to

the

| ceive

BRIBERY CHARGES
| Then Alderman Timothy P. Sullivan started
| another debate by introducing the following:

i Whereas, It has appeared in the public press of

said press of

| this cit on information given to
this ty by his honor the Ma , that an attempt
been made to illegally influence certain mem-

bers of this body; be it
Resolved, hat we. the members of the Board
of Alderm respectf request his honer the
Mavor to furnish to this board whatever informa-
tion he may have, so that we can take the proper
1 for the pr of such party or par-
who may be con in such attempt, If any

t has been made.

|

| attem}

|

i A motion to table the resolution caused sew-
| eral Democratic members of the board to froth

| at the mouth, and it was with the greatest difii-

culty that President Fornes could keep order In
the chamber.

|  Alderman Bridges got up to explain his vote.

notice from his predecessor, Francis M. Scott,
that the company was running the ferry with-
out a franchise, but with the understanding that
a as_a franchise could be granted the
comg stood ready to bid it in. Mr. Scott
had learned before the expliraticn of his term
of office that the company was running the
forry, and he had started proceedings in the
courts for a restraining In tion and for an
accounting with the city The motion for an
injunction wig not argued in the courts, how-
ever, because the comnany declared its inten-
tion not to contest the right of the city to se-
cure the injunction. The company said it was
running a ferry for the convenlence of the pub-
1 and was wiling to pay the city for [hv‘i
privilege. The company virtually said to the

city
“Go ahead and grant a franchise, and we will

pay the pric Meanwhile we are willing to
pay aaything in reason for running the ferry
| witho a franchise, but we don’'t want to dis-
commode the public by stopping the boats.”

It was eriained that the company had
made an arrangement with Controller Fiteh for
starting the ferry, with the understanding that
the company should get a franchi and pay
the city for it. Mr. Whalen reported to the
| Sinking Fund Commission about the middle of
his term of ofiice that he was waiting for the

i Municipal

Assembly to aet on the application of
the ny for a ferry franchise. The ap-
plication had been “hung up” in a committee of
the Council, and there was no way to solve the
diMlculty until the Council and Board of Alder-
men had upon the application. Mean-
while the city was kept without a revenue from
a franchise for 2 ferry in sueccessful operation
Months ago the Brooklyn and New-York Fer-
ry Company applied to the Board of Docks for a

comp

passed

franchise for its ferry between Broadway, in
Brooklyn, and East Forty-second-st., in Man-
hattan. The Board of Docks got two opinions

from Corporation Counsel Whalen, one that ac-
tion by the Municipal Assembly was necessary
and another that such action was not neces-
sary, in view of an act of the legislature, passed
in 1897, giving to the company the right to es-
tablish the ferry. Recently the Board of Docks
fixed an upset price of $10,000) a year for the
ferry franchise, but action by the Sinking Fund
Commissioners was delayved by the advice of the
Controller’'s engineer that the Municipal Assem-
bly's action was necessary under the old city
charter. Meanwhile the company has been run-
ning its Forty-second-st. ferry without a fran-

chise.
The terms of the franchises of the Union
Ferry Company for its Fulton-st., Wall-st.,

Catherine-st,, South and Hamilton-ave. ferries
expired in May, and there has been a dispute as
to the conditions of renewal. ™he company for
ten years paid to the city for its franchises %
per cent of its gross receipts, or a little less than
$60.000 a year. The Board of Docks wanted to
fix the upset price on renewal at nearly 12 per
cent, or over $88000 a year. The company
wanted renewal at 5.3 per cent, or $40.210 au
year, and it based its claims for a reduction on
its decreased earnings, due tc increase of travel
over the Brooklyn Bridge. Faillure to reach an
agreement has continued for months, and it will
he the duty of the Commissioner of Docks in
the new administration to come to some agree-
ment with the company, or have the franchises
for the ferries transferred to other companies.

He talked for ever ten minutes, wandering about
away from it. Every time he
President Fornes he sald he
He finally shouted:

the subject and

was stopped by
was explaining his vote.
“Fuslon is a fake!™
This caused sensatlion, the
again in an upreoar several minutes.
The amendment to lay on the table was lost
by a vote of 27 to 4. A rman Sullivan then
moved that the original motion be put. Alder-
man Walkley, of Brooklyn, started to explain
the case, when President Fornes interrupted him
to say that the Mayor was very anxious teo send

a and board was

in his message.

“Well, 1 refuse to serve at this time!" shouted
Mr. Mclnnes, a of the committee to
walt on the Mayor.

“So do 1, said Mr. McCall

To save more trouble Sullivan moved that the
board take a minutes, while the
committee called on the Mayor. This was ap-

member

recess for ten

proved

THE MESSAGE READ.
The Aldermen listened without much applause
to the reading of the Mayor's They

remained passive while there were read notices

message

that the Mayor had vetoed resolutions passed
at the eleventh hour by the Municipal Assem-
bly, among them one for a bond issue of $136.000
for the improvement of Willlam H. Seward
Park. The Mayor wrote that he had been ad-
vised by the Corporation Counsel! that such
resolutions were ‘“‘unfinished business”™ and

could not become laws.

The Mayor sent a request for immediate ac-
tion by the Board of Aldermen to enable tha
Fire Commissioner to spend $20.000 for coal and
forage to prevent the Fire Department from
being crippled until somne new contracts could
be made. Willlam Leary, the secretary of the
Fire Department, was present to explain that
the supply of coal for the fireboats had been
allowed to run short and the boats could not
get up steam. The resolution to permit im-
mediate expenditure of $20,000 by the Fire De-
partment was passed.

Debate on the Sullivan resolution was then
renewed, and Alderman Walkley said:

If the integrity of any man in this boakird or of
our honored Mayor or the president is impeached
it should be investigated. I am inclined to think

ST. AUGUSTINE, P.—\ls.?\ll_liEAL'H. MIAMI, NAS-

Florida East Coast Line makes Immediate conneg-
tion with Southern Ry. Limited trains from the
East—The Route of the Southern's Palm Limited—
new and improved schedules effective Jan. 14 New-
York offices, 271 and 118 Broadway.—Advt.




