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PROJECTION SHOWING THE COMPLETED AND THE UNCOMPLETED EXCAVATIONS OF THE 'PANAMA ROUTE.

THE ISTHNIAN CANAL

IMPERATIViE NEED FOR THE
INTEROCEANIC WATERWAY.

MERITS OF THE NICARAGUA, PANAMA
AXD DARIEN ROUTES COMPARED.

““The long run of the battieship Oregon, under
Captain Clark, from California around the Horn
to Cuba, will always be remembered among the
great achievements in the war with Spain. The
fact that Captain Clark reached his destination
in time to take part in the destruction of the
Spanish fleet, and that his ship was little the
worse for the journey of more than thirteen
thousand miles, was good cause for praise and
congratulation, but the trip was also a strong
argument in favor of a shorter route, and since
that time the agitation in favor of an isthmian
canal has been carried on with great vigor. The
subject has been under consideration for more
than fifty years, and various routes have re-
ceived the consideration of the government, of
capitalists and of speculators, and while the
“Panama Canal” and the “Nicaragua Canal”
have each been s=poken of as practically assured,
the “Darien route,” which was projected many
years ago, is also again urged, and has assumed
the proportions of a powerful competitor of the
others.

The construction and ownership by the United
States of a ship canal between the Atlantic and

fhe Pacific oceans has been advocated by both }
of the great parties, The Republican party at]

fts last national convention said:

We favor the construction, ownership, control
and protection of an isthmian canal by the gov-
ernment of the Uniied States. New markets are
necessary for the increasing surplus of our farm
products; every effort should be made to open
and obtain new markets, especially in the Orient,

and the administration is to be warmly com- |

mended for its successfulgefforts to commit all
trading and colonizing natlons to the policy of
the “open door” in China.

And at Kansas City the Democratic

adopted the following:

We favor the immediate construction, owner-
ship and control of the Nicaragua Canal by the
United States, and we denounce the insincerity
of the plank in the Republican platform for an
fsthmian canal, in the face of the failure of the
Republican majorit? on this subject to pass

- such a bill in Congress.

The Nicaragua, or northern, route was de-
clared the best of the proposed lines by a com-
mission appointed General Grant, and De
Lesseps made the statement tth the Nica-
raguan route should be chosen if a lock canal
The last commission appointed
by the government to investigate and report
upon the canal question mentioned both the
Panama and the Nicaragua routes as “feasible
and practicable.” The final conclusion, however,
seemed 1o be in favor of the Nicaragua route.
The report says:

After considering all the facts developed by
the investigations made by the commission and
the actual situation as it now stands, and hav-

by

was to be built.

party |

ing in view the terms offered by the new Pana- |

ma Canal Company, this commission is of the
opinion that “the most practicable and feasible
route” for an isthmian canal, to be “under the
control, mansgement and ownership of the
:.o:'ilt:d States,’”” is that known as the Nicaragua

In a speech delivered in the House of Repre-
sentatives Robert W. Davis, of Florida, said of
the need of a canal, quoting A. R. Colquhoun
an English engineer: '

It will render greater service to t N
World than the Suez Canal does to thehsldfw;:
will bring Japan, Northern China, Australasia
and part of Malaysia nearer to the Atlantic
cities of the United States than they are now to

nd. s . It will give an immense im-
pulse to United States manufactures, especially
cotton and iron, and will greatly stimulate the
shipbuiiding industry and the development of
the naval power of the United States,

The canal is a nere:slt.y of ihe az.e. nnd. were

the cost double what I estimate it to be, the im- |
mense benefits certain to result would amply |

Justify its execution. It will bind together the

4,907
the Cape Horn route

miles, an

about fifteen miles
seven and a half mi
about one-half of th
at sea level.

advantage
The proposed new Pana-
ma canal would be forty-six miles long,

of 8

outlay for protection, are availablé; and the
Panama Railroad skirts the canal throughout its |
]

267 miles over

more than 327,000,000, The maps, drawings,

Of this entire route, to be availed of in construction
: Ample quarters, in falr condition for the in- | records and plans alone which have been made
on the Atlantic side and | creased force of laborers, are already prepared | for this stupendous work have cost about
les on the Pacific side, or | at many sites :S'_'.nnnmn The Panama railread, which will be-
e whole distance, {gs to he Panama has come into great prominence be- | come the property of the United States if the

About two-fifths of the entire | cause of the recent supplemental report of the

|
#
|

proposition is carried out, is valued at $6, 886 300
i )

: — it 4
| other work already done on this route have cost [ estimated tb cost $180. 864,062, and the Panama

route $184,233.°
of S10.000 000,
When the first

233,358, including the purchase price

survey for a canal over the

, Panama route was made by George M. Tetten,

chief engineer of the Panama railroad, the cost
of the work was estimated at from SG0.000, (000
to $115,000,000.  Another survey was made later
by the United States Government, under Com-
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ROUTE OF THE NICARAGUA CANAL.
route is practically completed. The twenty- Isthmian Canal Commission, In which it rp::‘:l__- RS N P S e RS i e e

three and a half miles between Bohio, on the

Atlantic slope and

Conservative” savs:

Two excellent harbors, which will demand no

slope, is still to be completed.

Miraflores,
A

which brings the actuyal value of the property to !
within about $4000(K) of the amount asked for,
and this is made up by the addition of 10 per
cent to cover omissions."”

mended that the government buy the property,
rights and of the Panama Canal
Company, which have been offered for £40,000), -
000, with a view to completing the work. Ac- |

cording to the report, the canal excavations and

on the Pacific
writer in “The

concessions
The report also makes |
between the cost of construction |
of two routes, The Nicaragua work complete lx;

a comparison

mander E. P. Lull, of the United States Navy
w hich resulted in the location of a prurtioahio;
line for “an interoceanic ship canal, 26 feet deep,
from the Bay of Aspinwall, on the \‘urihhean'
Sea, to Panama, on the Pacific.”” Count Ferdi-
nand de 1 started the movement which
resulted in the meeting at Paris in May, 1879,

S8Seps

remote sections of that immense country, as-

similate its diverse interests, go far toward solv-

many difficult problems, and make the
United States still more united. Finally, I believe
it will, taken in connection with the vast
changes occurring in the Far East, bring about
the most serious rivalry to the commercial su-
premacy of Great Britain which ghe has ever
¥et had to encounter. .

The proposed Nicaragua Canal would be 147
nautical miles long. It would make the dis-
tance betweer New-York and San Francisco

i\

Scale of Map 9,000 feet 10 an inch. Soundings are in fect ot low water
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of the representatives of twenty-four countries,
for the purpose of discussing the plan for an in-

teroceanic canai between the Atlantic and the
Pacific oceans. De Lesseps was chosen presi-
dent, and the congress decided that a canal

should be built.

Since then there has heen no time when efforts
were not being made to bring about the comple-
tion of the great work. It was done on the spot,
at the money exchanges and in the council
chambers of many countries. Although the
Panama Canal seems to be a myth to many per.
sons, the report of a civil engineer whe recently
visited the work shows that a great deal has
been accomplished. The isthmus along the line
of the railroad, he says, is covered with dwell-
ings, sidings, contractors’ plants and material
for construction of every description. The dwell-
Ings are built of galvanized corrugated iron, and
could house twice as many officials and work-
men as are likely to be employed there. The
buildings erected by the original canal company
include one group for hospital purposes, which
cost $2.000.000. The company has also a branch
hospital at Colon, and a sanatcrium on the sk
and of Taboga, which resembles a summer hotal,
The writer says also that the reports of ex-
tremely unhealthy conditions of the isthmus ars
unfounded. He says that the railroad and canal
employes now living on the route of the canal
‘are perfectly free from any unusual diseases.”

The new company was organized in 1504 It
employed three thousand men in 1885, and this
force was increased by one thousand men the
next year. In 1897 the working force numbered
thirty-six hundred men.

The advoecacy of the old Darien route by Sena-
tor Hanna in preference to either the Nicaragua
or the Panama route has brought it prominently
in the public eye, and many champions of the
old proposed canal route have come to tha‘{mm.
This canal line was first surveved in 1864 It
extends from the Gulf of San Blas to the Pacific
Ocean, behind the Pearl Islands. The chief en-
gineer of the American Isthmus Canal Com-

pany, a New-Jersey corporation, a report
to a Congress committee, makes comparisons
of the relative merits of the iree  projects
and speaks of the Darien-Mandingo route as

“hec

the shortest of all the lines, 1se it is at
the narrowest part of the isthmus, and normal
to the coast, and, therefor necessarily and
geometrically shorter than any other, and 18
less than thirty miles long."”

The Mandingo location is a perfectly straight
line from ocean to ocean, and the cost would not
be more than S100.000.000, according te General
Serrell. In speaking of the Panama route, he
points to the fact that there are 3584 degrees of
curvature connecting twenty-four tangents,
twenty-four different directions required for &
ship to take in going through, besides _golng
around the curves, which vary from 7 to 51 de-
grees. The Nicaragua route credited with
about 2NN} degrees curvature connecting
eighty-two tangents.

On the other hand, it has heen stated that the
Darien route could not be constructed without
much tunnel work, and at a great cost
would be four miles long and at sea level and
would cost nearly STOO G OO0
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TO BUILD A PAROCHIAL SCROOL.

A largely attended meeting of friends of the Rew,
Willlam G. Murphy was held Tuesday night in the
hall of the Church of the Holy R« . East One-
hundred-and-nineteenth-st e of as

sisting in the work of buildwr | schoal
which

in the parish of Croton Fall 5
Father Murphy was assigned months age
With the consent of the Rev is H. Wall
the members of the parish wil opera of
“The Pirates of Penzance” at the d Central
Palace on Thursday evening, February & A recep-

tion will follow the opera.

i L
RESIGNATIONS IN THE 1jTH REGIMENT.

Resignations in the lith Regiment from the st
of commissioned officers are adding to the numer-
ous vacancies to be filled, anrd the regiment will be
seriously handicapped for company officers unless
prompt action is taken. In addition to the resigna-
tions of Captain David P Lieutenant
Harry Van T. Bell, few days ago.
Captain John J. Bergen of Compar [ has sent in his
resignation on ount of business. and Captain
Carl L. Holmberg of Company G has announced
that he will resign. Both officers are popular I8
their companies, and are said to be competent milt-
tary men. Captain Bergen connected
with the regiment since 1885, and Captain Holmberg
has been a member of the regiment since 1883, Beth
officers served in the veolunteer regiment in the

Henry and

announced a

has been

Spanish war.
——————

DRILLS ORDERED FOR THE 23D REGIMENT

of the 23d Regiment, has ordered
the regiment to take up batialion drills as followst
Companies C and D, under Major Stokes, January
27: E and F. under Major Wells, January JS’ A and
B, under Major Wells, January 29; T and K, under
Major Stokes, January 3, and G and H, und:
Major Wells, January 3L Corporal Joseph D. Boy

of Company I, recently promoted, has passed the

examining board.

Colonel Barnes,

REVIEW OF THE {TH REGIMENT.

of the 4ith Regiment has offered

Rddy
Colonel Eddy o Major General Roe

ATLANTIC OCEAN
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a review of that command t
for the evening of February 4 aznd a reception will

follow. Company D is in mourning for Private
Cornelius Ward, who was a veteran of the Spanish-
American War, and died a few days age at his
home in Brooklyn.  Corperal Johr L. Snyder, of
Company K, has been appointed sergeant, vice
Curtls, who was promoted first sergeant.
Snyder has the distinction of having

Ber cent of duty for seven years.




