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RIVAL ROUTE FOR THE PROPOSED SHIP CANAL FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC.

ROUTE OF THE PANAMA CANAL.

PROJECTION SHOWING THE COMPLETED AND THE UNCOMPLETED EXCAVATIONS OF THE PANAMA k< H'TK.

Till: ISTHMIAN CANAL other work already done on this route have cost
more thnn $'_'7.iK>o.i>(Nt. The maps. drawings,
records and plans alone which have been mad»-
tor this stupendous work havo coat abowt

Nm.tMio. Th<> Panama railroad, which will I^-

come the property of the United states if the
proposition Is carried out. Is valued at $6,850,3b0,

Iestimated th cost $1NO.NT.J.i •»;\u25a0_'. and th" Panama
route .<151. _':;.",,."."V5. including the purchase price
of Mo.ooft.ooo.

When the first survey for a canal over the
\ Panama route was made by (Jeorge M. Tetten,. chief engineer of the Panama railroad, the cost
of th" work was estimated at from St^».(MMt.INN»
;to $n.~>.lMMl,<Mm. Another survey was made later
;by the I'nited States iiovernment, under Com-

•T!in7 miles, an advantage of N.J'iT miles over
the Cape Horn route. The proposed new Pana-
ma canal would he forty-six miles lone. <>f this
about fifteen miles on the Atlantic sM^ and
seven and a ha'f milts on the Pacific side, or
about one-hnlf of the whole distance, is to be
at ff-a level. About two-fifths of the entire

outlay for protection, nre available: and the
Panama Railroad skirts ;he canal throughout its
entire route, to be availed of in construction.
Ample <juarters, in fair condition for the In-
creased force of laborer*, are already prepared
at many sites.

Panama bas come Into gr^at prominence be-
cause Of the r>'c. tit supplemental report of the

IMPERATIVE NEED FOR THE

LXTEROCEAXIC WA TER WA Y.

ROUTE <>F THE NICARAGUA CANAL,

*The long run of the battleship Oregon, under
Captain Clark, from California around the Horn
to Cuba, willalways be remembered among the
great achievements in the war with Spain. The
fact that Captain Clark reached his destination

in time to take part in the destruction of the
Spanish fleet, and that his ship was little the
\u25a0worse for the Journey of more than thirteen
thousand miles, was good cause for praise and
congratulation, but the trip was also a strong

argument In favor of a shorter route, and since
that time the agitation in favor of an Isthmian
canal has been carried on with great vigor. The
subject has been under consideration for more
than fifty years, and various routes have re-
ceived the consideration of the government, of
capitalists and of speculators, and while the
"Panama Canal" and the -Nicaragua Canal"

have each ben spoken of as practically assured,
the •Darien route." arhtch was projected many
years ago, is also again urged, and has assumed

the proportions of a powerful competitor of to-

others.
The construction and ownership by the I'nlte<\

Ptates of a ship canal between the Atlantic and

the Pacific srsans has been advocated by both J
of the pr^at parties. The Republican party at

'
Its last national convention said:

We favor the construction, ownership, control
and protection of an isthmian canal by the gov-

ernment i.f the United State*. New markets are
nec^Ffary for the increasing surplus of o.ur farm
products, every effort should be made to open
and obtain new markets, .-specially In the Orient,
and the administration is to be warmly eom-
raended for its successful* efforts to commit all
trading and colonists* nations to the policy of
the "open door" in China.

And at Kansas City th* Democratic party

adopted the f< llowing:

We favor the immediate construction, owner-
ship aud control of the Nicaragua Canal by the
United States and we denounce the insincerity

Of ihe plank :'ti the Republican platform for an
Isthmian canal, in the face of the failure of the
Republican majority on this subject to pass
euch a billIn Congress.

The Nicaragua, or northern, route was de-

clared the best of the proposed lines by a com-
mission appointed by Oeneral c.rant, and De
Lesaeps mad- the statement that the Nica-
raguan rou:.- should be chosen ifa lock canal
m-as to be built. The last commission appointed
by the government to investigate and report

upon the canal question mentioned both th<-

Panama and the Nicaragua routes as "feasible

and practicable." The final conclusion, however,

seemed to be in favor of the Nicaragua route.
The report says:

After considering all the facts developed by
the invest ideations made by the commission and

tual situation ;is it now stands, aJ>d hav-
ing bj view the terms offered by the new Pana-
ma Caaal Company, this commission is of the
Opinion that "the most practicable and feasible
route" for an isthmian canal, to be 'under the
control, management and ownership of the

\u25a01 States-.
"

is that known as the Nicaragua
route.

Ina speech delivered In the House of Repre-
Hobert W. Davis, of Florida, said of

the need of a canal, quoting A. R. Colquhoun
an English engineer:

It will render greater service to the N<-w
World than the Supz Canai does to the Old" It
will bring Japan. Northern China, Australasia
and part of Malaysia nearer to the Atlantic
cltie« of the rnited Stru-s than they are now to
England ... It will give an immense lm-pulfee to I'ni'.ed States manufactures, especially
cott. .n and iron, and willgreatly stimulate theshipbuilding industry and the development of
the naval power of the United States.

The canal is a necessity of the age, and were
the cost double what Iestimate it to be. the lm-
metue benefits certain to result would amply

ition. it will bind together the
•\u25a0\u25a0 sections of tba! Immense country, a*-

Kimilat.- its ii-<-tse interests, «'-> far toward BOlv-
inK ii!at:y difficult problem*, and make the
United States still more united. Finally, Ibelieve
it will, taken in convection with the \ nutchan^s occurring In th- Far Kast, bring abouttt,«- most serious rivalry to the commercial su-premacy af 'Jreat Britain which she has cv. r
yet had to encounter.

The propoßed Nicaragua Canal would be 147
nautical miles long. It v.ould make the dis-
tance betwter New-York and San Francisco

AND DARIEN ROUTES COMPARED.

MERITS OF THE NICARAGUA, PANAMA

route is practically complete*. The twenty-
three and a half miles between Bohio, on the
Atlantic slope and Mtraflores. on the raHhv
Flope, is still to he completed. A writer in "The
Conservative" pays:

Two excellent harbors, which will demand no

Isthmian Canal Commission, In which It recom-
mended that the government buy the property,
rights and concesalona of thr- Panama Canal
Company, \\hi<h have been offered for $40,000.-
<kmi, wiih a view to completing the work .\.--
cording to the report, the canal excavations and

roander E. P. Lull, of the Catted states Navy,
which resulted In the location of a practicable
line for "an intcroceanic ship canal, 3a feet deep,
from th»' Hay of Aspinwall. .in the Caribbean
Sea, to Panama, on tho Paclfk

'"
Count Ferdi-

nand de Lessens started the movement which
resulted In the meettna at Paris In May. \>*~\>

which brings the actual value of the property to. within about (4.U0U.W10 of the amount asked for.
and this is made ui> >-y the addition of •\u25a0!(! p.-r
irut to cover omissions." The report also makes
a comparison i><-i a .-«ti the cool of construction,
of two routes. The Nicaragua work complete is

REVIEW OF m pn REGWEST.

Colonel Eddy of -he 4tth Regiment has offered

a review of that ,-omman.l to Major General »JJ
for the evening Of February 4. Bnd • \u25a0\u25a0"\u25a0"\u25a0\u25a0^"
follow. rompany I' is in mourntng for Prtvat*
Cornelius War.l. who was a vet.ran of th*Spanbh

American War. and M a few days *TJ* W

homo in Brooklyn. Corporal John L.Snyder^of
Company K. has beea appointed •

e m̂ r̂g™JCurtis, who was promoted
of havtn« jwrform-J •'-\u25a0

Snyder has the distinction of hating perrornwu
bw cent or duty for seven jeaxa. r<

RESIGXATIOSS IS THE I',TH REGIUEST.
Resignations in the lUh Regiment froai the "•*

of sosssssHSßßoi oflWrs are addtea to the num»-
ous vacancies t.< be n'.lel. and iht r--imen: willis
sKTiousiy handicapped for lussfaaj ••»»»• unles*
prompt action la tafean. in addlttos to the r^igr.a-

tions of Captain David P. Henry »nil Lieutenant
Harry Van T Bell, announced a few days as
Captaia John J. Bergen of isssaag Ihas seal inn»

lestsnaUoa on account of bi«=ln« an.l Captain

Carl L. Holmbers of Company G aas announced

that he will resojn. Both officers are popular U»

their companies, and are sai.l to be competent mili-

tary men. Captain Bergen bas b»M connectea

with th« regiment since I«S* an.l Captain Holmberj

has been a member of the regiment since ISK. Bota

officers served in the volunteer regiment in tea

Spanish war.

DRILLS ORDERED FOR THE 23D KEOtVBST

Colonel Barnes, of the M im«r.t. has ordered

the re lmer.t to take up battalion drills aa follow.

Companies C and I\ under Major Stokes Jaaaair

n \u25a0 and F. under Major WUls. January 28; Aae«

B. under Major Wells. January »: Iand K. —aw

Major Stokes. January 30. and G and H. JSJJJ
Major Wells. January 31. Corporal Joseph *>•***

of Company I. recently promoted, has passed tno

rxaminliiK board.

ra BUILD A rAMQCMUi SCHOOL.
A largely attended me ti- - of friends of the R#

William C Murphy was hel.l Tuiasaj ni«ht in ta«

hall of the Church of Urn Hoy K»irv. East Cne-

huntlred-and-nineteenth-st.. for 0M purpose
''***"

ststlng in the work of building a parochial school

In the parish of Croton Falls. N. Y-. to whlc!l
Father Murphy was assigned a few months ag<*

With the .ons-iit of Urn Rev. Or. rraacsi H- wall

the nrnihers of the parish willgive th.- oper* M

•The Firat.s of renzance" at the Grand Central
ralaiH on Thursday evening. February 6. A recep-

tion will follow the opera.

of the representatives of twenty-four countries,
for the purpose of discussing the plan for an in-
teroceaak cana! between the Atlantic and the
Pacific oceans. De Lesseps was chosen presi-
dent, and the congress decided that a canal
should be huilt.

Since then there has been no time when efforts
were not being made to i>rm>c about the comple»
tion of the great work. It was done on the spot,
at the money exchanges and in the council
chambers of many countries. Alth"Ugh the
Panama Canal seems to be- a myth to many per-
son*, the report of a civilengineer who recently
visited the work shows that a great deal has
been accomplished. The isthmus along the lin«
of the railroad, he say?, Is covered with dwell-
ings, sidings, contractors* plants and material
for construction of every description. The dwell-
ings are built of galvanized corrugated iron, and
could house twice as many officials and 'work-
men as are likely to be employed there. The
buildings erected by th» original canal company
include one group for hospital purposes, wnica
cost $2.Qoi>.O\>. The company has also a >ranea
hospital at Colon, ami a sanatorium on the isl-
and of Taboga, which resembles a. summer hotel.
The writer says also that the reports of ex-
tremely unhealthy conditions of the isthmus ar*

unfounded. He says that the railroad and anal
employes now livingon the route of the canal
"are perfectly free from any unusual diseases."

The new company was organized in ISW. It
employed three thousand men in ISJVS. and this
force was increased by one thousand m-?n the
next year. InISO7the working force numbered
thirty-six hundred men.

The advocacy of the old Darien route by Sena-
tor Hanna in preference to either the X: aragua

or the Panama route has brought it prominent ly

In the public eye. and many champions of tn*

old proposed canal route have COBM M the front.
This canal line was first surveyed in l^trt. It
extends from the Gulf of San Bias to the Pacific
Ocean, behind the Pearl Islands. The chief en-
gineer of the American Isthmus Canal Com-
pany a New-Jersey corporation, in a report
to a

'

Congress committee, makes con-.partsons

of the relative merits of the three projects
and speaks of the Darien-M route as
the shortest of all the Uaea, "because ItIs at

rbc narrowest part of the isthmus, and normal
to the coast, and. therefore, is necessarily an£geometrically shorter than any other, and tt
less than thirty miles long."

The Mandtngo location is a perfectly stralgnt

line from ocean to ocean, and th.- rost would not
be more than n*m*»». according to Ceneral
Terrell. In speaking of the Panama route, he
points to the fact that there are .>4 degrees of

curvature connecting iw>i!iv-fi»ur tangents, ana
twenty-four different directions required for

•
ship to take In going through, besides S°>**
around the curves, which vary from T to ol ae-
grees. The Nicaragua route is credited witn

about L\N«> degrees of curvature connecun
eighty-two tangents.

On the other hand, it has tieen stat- that we

Darien route could not be constructed without
much tunnel work, and at \u25a0 great com. w
would be four mil->* long and at sea level, •\u25a0•
would cost nearly $IO»V>IHUK*».

THE PROPOSED MAXDINGO-DARIEX ROUTE FOR AN ISTHMIAN CANAL.

-


