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WAR TAX REPEAL FIRST.

70 HAVE PRECEDENCE OVER
CUBAN RECIPROCITY.

PECISION REACHED BY WAYS AND
MEANS COMMITTEE REPUBLL

CANS—PRACTICALLY ALL
WAR TAXES TO GO.

Wwashington, Jan. 29.—The Republican mem-
pers of the Ways and Means Committee held a
private conference to-night, and decided to
frame a bill for the reduction of war revenue
taxes before proceeding further with the subject
of Cuban reciprocity. Chairman Payne at once
called 2 meeting of the full committee for 11
o'clock to-morrow morning, when work on the
War Revenue Reduction bill will begin.

No araft of a bill has been prepared by the

Republican members, but it is pretty well un-
derstood that the majority is prepared to favor

& measure effecting reductions amounting prac- |

tically to a repeal of the entire war taxes, and
eggregating about $68,000,000. The restriction
of recent hearings to beer and tea led to the
pelief that reductions might be confined to these
two articles, but the sentiment of the majority
pow appears to be favorable to a much larger
yeduction.

At the conference it was the prevailing view
that, as Cuba had been the cause for incurring

the war revenue taxes, the burden should be re- !

moved from this country before considering the
extent of relief to be granted to Cuba. The
guestion of what percentage of reduction in
tariff rates could be made for Cuba was not con-
sidered at the meeting to-night, owing to the
determination to leave this until after the war
revenue reductions had been accomplished.

CALL NIXON PHANTOM BOSS.

GREATER NEW-YORK DEMOCRACY
WARN PEOPLE AGAINST WIGWAM.

ETILL A PUBLIC ENEMY WAITING FOR OP-
PORTUNITY TO RENEW DEPREDATIONS
—ADDRESS INTERPRETED AS NOTICE
TO HILL TO GO SLOWLY.

The advisory committee of the Greater New-
York Democracy, scenting trouble on account 'nf
the harmony plans now being urged by Lewis
Nixon and ex-Controaller Coler, yesterday called
2 halt on unification s0 far as the members of
jts organization are concerned. The statement
that they issued is interpreted by Democrats
g3 2 notice to ex-Senator David B. Hill, who has
accepted an invitation to the Coler dinner at
‘Arion Hall on Februasy 5. that they will not
take part in any movementt i; thisa:i;y which

judes the rehabllitation o amm .
m’:‘::caddrees jssued yesterday refers to Lewis
Nixon as “a mere phantom boss,” and says thgt
Temmeny still should be regarded as a public
enemy, who,
+fgates, waiting for an op

tions.” i
de'?;:d‘cnnfmw-nrn was attended by E. Fllen

Anderson, chairman; John C. Sheehan, “mlaLn
Hepburn Russell, Rastus S. Ransom.' Bryan T.
Kernelly, Thomas C. Dunham and !\icholash %
Brown. Borough President Cantor, v.\xel ot ;:_-
member of the committee, was the only &
The address says:

¥ 3 4 e protestations and pre-
tf:.‘c?ft'?"ll';:r:;n‘_\;el;;ll ggfggggdﬂ;g l;x:v{');itgé

eader so graciously vouc : y e
li‘{l:na m:d digscredncd’ au;ait;:m: l:x?m:])?sbis r:f
g(r-‘t}a\ud‘f}:x:‘(jﬁg;g)rbt;' whl.ch he was created

that the

must convince every intelligent person
presto change was but the development of a
mere phantom boss. i ,
While those who for four years were the 01’d
ficial ministers of corruption and the llcens;
purveyors of vice remain in control of the
al forces within Tammany Hall that or-

portunity to renew their

sentee.

essen

ganiz n must continue to be regarded and re-
gisted as a public enemy, who, as it were,
bivouac ocutside the gates, waiting for an op-

portunity to renew their depredations.

Emboldened by the splendid loyalty displayed
by independent Democrats at the recent elé_*C-
tion, 2nd having fuli confidence in the integrity
and efficiency of the public officers for whom
this orgamization deems itself responsible, we
invite all Democrats who have the honor of
their party at heart to unite with our forces for
g:r-, maintenance of good government in this

ty.

Pending the selection by the Mayor of the
heads of the various departments of the city
Eovernment, this orgarization refrained from
Presenting candidates for his consideration, so
@s not to embarrass him in carrying out the the-
ory of non-partisan municipal government. Nor
Were we provoked during the said period by the
Preposterous claims of some leaders of the Re-
publican party that it polled 84 per cent of the
Vote which elected Seth Low to depart from that
settled policy and enter into an unseemly dis-
cussion of challenging, at that time, its ac-
curacy.

.§'ow. relieved of such embarrassment, we take
this occasion to assert that a mere cursory exami-
nation of the official returns clearly demonstrates
that no less than 50,000 Democrats in New-York
County voted for Seth Low. It is also apparent
that at least 7,000 Republicans in this county,
&ffected by various reasons, voted for Edward
M Shepard. The abnormal vote under the Re-
Publican emblem makes it evident that many
thousands of Democrats voted in that column.
ALy other conclusion would be an admission
that the county of New-York, with its 80,000
Democratic majority, had become Republican
Overnight.

Whiie non-partisanship in municipal govern-
Mment is now on trial, it is the duty of each of
the elements which constituted the fusion forces
to uphold and to aid the men who are charge-
able with the conduct of the various departments
&nd with the fulfilment of the public pledges
and promises made during the recent campaign,
¥et we admonish that party to which has been
&ccorded nearly two-thirds of the Mayor's ap-
Pointme_nt. that upon it largely rests the grave
Tesponsibility of the success or failure of the fu-
l!on movement and of non-partisan administra-
tion in this metropolis.

Having done its full share in rescuing this
¢ity from the control of the Democratic faction
Whose misdeeds have degraded the party it pre-
lends to represent, the Greater New-York De-
Mocracy now appeals to all independent and
:lf-respecling Democrats to co-operate with it

uphelding the true standard of their party

establishing on a firm basis the one Demo-

fratic organization in this city that stands for
‘mest)’. economy and efficiency.

Ex-Surrogate Ransom, in commenting on the
Political situation, sald: “Lewis Nixon is a ca-
Pable, earnest gentleman, but a misguided one.

Mmeans to do right, but he is going to be
buncoed. Tammany stands now In its essence
for all that it ever has #food for, and that is
What people voted against at the polls at th

election.” y

William Hepburn Russell said: “The address

among other things, that there will not
. b any harmontzing with Tammany Hall as at

. Dresent constituted. The arbitrary selection by

Croker of a ruler for Tammany in his

from the city was not a Democratic
% to do. The Greater New-York Democracy

Euided by an advisory committee, which acts
&fter consultation with the district leaders, Who
e Nixon as leader? No one but Mr. Croker,

Mr. Croker's solicitude for the people of this
has not been of that quality in times gone
19 warrant confidence in his selection of any
5 & leader.”

as it were, “bivouac outside the |

_PEACE EXPECTED SOON,

BOOM IN CONSOLS AND KAFFIRS CON-
TINUE TO REFLECT IT.

COMMENT IN LONDON ON THE WORK OF
DR. KUYPER—AMERICAN AND ENG-
LISH MORALS.

(Copyright: 1902: By The Tribune Association.)
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, Jan. 30, 1 a. m.—The stock markets
vesterday were affected by the peace rumors,
Consols rallying and Kaffirs rising. Cheerful-
ness was the dominant note, leading operators

surely approaching through Lord Kitchener's
methods, whatever might be the precise nature
of the overtures made by the Dutch Govern-
ment. The volume of business in South African
stocks increases steadily, and the speculators
are anxious to have foreign investors belleve
that something like a boom will follow the
| cessation of hostilities, The prices of Kaffirs
already are high above the level of the open-
| ing of the war, although except in the case of
, the Rands and De Beers, they are a long way
behind those of 1805, when the excitement was
most intense. .

Members of Parliament in both parties with
whom I have talked have taken a less serious
view of Premier Kuyper's overtures. They in-
terpret Mr. Balfour's haste in blurting out the
fact that a communication from the Dutch
Government had been recelved as proof that the
Ministry wishes to inform all the powers that
mediation will not be welcomed in any form,
and that the Boer leaders in the field must
negotiate peace with their own abandonment of
a hopeless struggle as a primary condition. A
courteous refusal of the services of the Dutch
Government is expected by members of Parlia-
ment, and a distinct arnouncement that the

the guerilla leaders and enforce compliance with
the terms agreed upon. An analogy between the
French overtures to the United States Govern-
ment at the close of the war with Spain and
Premier Kuyper's intervention in the present in-
stance is not admitted by those discussing the
matter here. They assert that the French Am-
bassador at Washington represented a responsi-
ble government at Madrid, whereas Kuyper is
an officious peacemaker, anxious to concillate
political opponents in his own country, and
not entitled to act for the group of Boer in-
triguers in Brussels and The Hague, and still
less for Botha, De Wet and Steyn. The pro-
Boer agitators here are laying stress upon the
point that the emergency which has arisen was
clearly forecast by Lord Rosebery in his Ches-
terfield speech.

The latest development regarding the commu-
nications which have passed between the Dutch
and English governments is interesting. It ap-
pears from “The Daily Mail's” Hague telegram
that the British Foreign Office is inclined to per-
mit the Dutch Ministry to send a commission to
South Africa. The task of that commission will
be to explain to the Boers the actual position
in Europe; to convince them that there is no
! hope of intervention on the part of any power;
| in short, to Induce them to accept the inevitable,
From Pretoria it is reported that Canadian
| scouts, under Major Ross, are actively engaged
in operations against De Wet.

An extraordinary report from Vienna is pub-
lished here, to the effect that America is about
to sell the Philippines to Germany, but it has
not been honored with editorial comment.

Lord Strathcona, Lord Rector of Aberdeen
University, has intimated that the condition of
his health and inability to devote attention to
the duties of the position, compel him to decline
to offer himself for re-election. The Radical
students have agreed to invite Lord Rosebery to
stand as Lord Rector in succession to Lord
Strathcona.

The Speaker's full dress Parliamentary dinner
followed the academic debate on the redistribu-
tion of seats, which was chiefly remarkable for
Mr. Balfour's avowal that the subject would be
dealt with before another general election.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking yes-
terday in support of a resolution protesting
against the legalization of marriage with a de-
ceased wife's sister, drew a comparison between
English and American morals. He denied that
the moral law was as much observed in Amer-
ica as it was in England; divorce was far easier
there than here, and he regarded the prevalence
of divorce as a certain sign that the moral line
in life had been lowered. Americans, he argued,
were distinctly beneath Englishmen in that re-
spect.

On the Stock Exchange yesterday there was
a strong demand for United States Steel stocks
in anticipation of the statement from the board.

Andrew Carnegle has been proposed for mem-
bership in the Reform Club by George Armit-
stead, of Dundee, and Sir Francis Mowatt. The
ballot will take place to-day.

Haddon Chambers’s play, “The Tyranny of
Tears,” was revived iast night at Wyndham's
Theatre with marked success. Mr. Wyndham
acted with his usual perfection of finish, and
Mary Moore supported him with grace, anima-

tion and flexibility.
e

GERMAN GOVERNMENT NOT MEDDLING.

Berlin, Jan. 20.—The statement emanating
from Paris that the powers were privy to the
proposals of Dr. Kuyper, the Dutch Premier, to
Great Britain on the subject of peace in South
Africa, and approved this step beforehand, is

denied without reservation here, in so far as the
German Government is concerned. The German
cabinet is maintaining an absolute neutral at-
titude, and will not concern itself with anything
that has the appearance of meddling in this
matter.

MODUS

VIVENDI RENEWED.

NEWFOUNDLAND ONCE MORE YIELDS TO
THE IMPERIAL DESIRE.

St. John's, N. F., Jan. 29.—The Colonial Gov-
ernment has undertaken to renew for the pres-
ent year the French Shore modus vivendi,
which expired on December 31.

Mr. Chamberlain, the British Colonial Secre-
tary, cabled the Colonial Government a request
for this action last Saturday, urging his desire
to dispose of the Boer war before reviving ne-
gotiations with France respecting the New-
foundland shore. The Colonial Cabinet, in
granting Mr. Chamberlain’s request, recorded
the fact that it was done as the colony’s con-
tribution toward the solution of imperial prob-
lems in South Africa. Newfoundland, being un-
able to send men there, takes this means of
testifying her co-operation in the imperial pol-
fcy, and is confident that the redress of her
grievances will be next undertaken.

It is generally understood that this is the last
time this measure will be renewed, and that it
!ls only done now for the féregoing reason.

EEMEE Y S G0
i WELL BROUGHT UP.

The increase of Mo#t & Chandon Champagne for

! 1801 over 1500, i# equal to more than 100 per ecgnt

! of the combined increase of zll the other Cham-

| Braioes, Vol SRl et
e celebra ntage o u

the world.—Advi A e e e

being convinced that the end of the war was |

peacemaker must have authority to speak for |

lSIX BLOWN DOWNSTAIRS

FIREMEN INJURED BY BACK
DRAUGHT AND EXPLOSION.

A HARD FIGHT WITH FLAMES ON THE
UPPER FLOORS OF A CORTLANDT-ST.

BUILDING—DAMAGE, $10,000,

Six firemen were severely burned and other-
wise injured while fighting a fire that broke out
i lgst night in the four story brick building at No.
i 30 Cortlandt-st. Caught by a back draught on
the third floor, where the fire was raging, two
fire captains and their men, who were dragging
a line of hose through the building, were blown
down a flight of stairs to the second floor, where
they lay dazed. The flames swept down the
stairs to the second floor,

carried the injured men to the street.
Hurry calls were sent to the Hudson Street
Hospital, and two ambulances, carrying three

surgeons, responded. The injured firemen were
removed to the

| Church-st. station, which was
}con\-ertcd temporarily into a hospital. There
| their burns and wounds were dressed. Later

they were all removed to the hospital.

The injured are Captain William Clark, Fire-
i men Thomas Murtha, John O'Connor and
Charles Murphy, of Engine Company No. 6, and
Captain Charles Autenrieth and Fireman John
Walsh, of Hook and Ladder Company No. 10,

The fire was raging so fiercely when Battalion
Chief Kruger arrived on the first alarm that he
turned in a second. The flames had eaten
through the fourth floor, burst through the roof,
and were leaping twenty feet in the air, lighting
up Cortlandt-st. In less than an hour the fire-
men had the blaze under control.

The cause of the fire is not known to a cer-
tatlnty, but Chief Croker said he was under the
impression that an explosion had caused Iit.
When the back draught caunght Captains Clark
and Autenrieth and their men there was an ex-
plosion which blew the windows out in the front
and rear on the third floor. Robert Hyman, a
manufacturer of picture frames and mouldings,
occupies the two upper floors, where he has
stored quantities of varnish, chemicals and ex-
plosive materials.

The fire was discovered by Policeman Joseph
Coots, of the Church-st. station. He was at
Cortlandt and Church sts. when he noticed a
thin column of smoke issuing from a window of

the building on the third floor. He turned in
} an alarm. Chief Kruger had the front door
| broken down, and ordered his men upstairs

with lines of hose. There was no flame visible
on the second floor, and the filremen rushed to
the third, where they came to a locked door.
They battered it down and attempted to dash in,
but just at that moment there was a loud ex-
plosion in the rear, and the back draught caught
them. The entire floor was a mass of flame,
The back draught was caused by the battering
down of the door.

Several companies of firemen climbed the fire
escapes on the front of the building, and poured
streams of water through the windows, while
others were sent to the roofs of the buildings

adjoining, whence they fought the blaze
|  Chief Croker arrived on the second alarm, and
! directed the work of the firemen. It was feared

at first that the fire would spread to the ad-
joining buildings, as the flames were lcking
along the cornice and th-eatened to ignite the

adjoining roofs. The quick work of the firemen,
however, prevented the flames from spreading.

Several times the firemen were menaced by

filying glass, which was coming in all directions,
and a few were cut slightly., They were at-
tended by Ambulance Surgeons Old, Cocke and
Beckwith, who remained at the fire after the
injured firemen had been removed %o the hos-
vital.
’ The ground floor of tha building Is occupied
by Martin Kahn, dealer in hats and furnish-
ings: the second by the New-York and New-
Jersey Lubricant Company, and the two upper
floors were occupied by Robert Hyman. The
Turkish Trading Tobacco Company, occupled
a ioft in the rear on the third floor.

It was saild at the Hudson Street Hosplital
last night that none of the firemen were in-
jured fatally.

The damage to bullding and stock was esti-
mated at $10,000.

NEW KLONDIKE GOLD FIND.
DISCOVERY THAT CONGLOMERATES OF
INDIAN RIVER VALLEY ARE
RICHER THAN THE
RAND.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBU NE. |

Victoria, B. C., Jan. 20.—The Klondike con-
glomerates are far richer than the Rand, and

their wealth would make that of a Crasus look
small, according to trustworthy reports from
mining engineers at the scene of the Indian

River discoveries, about twenty-six miles from
Dawson. The rich find made by South
African miners, who were struck with the simi-
larity of the deposits to those of the mines of
the Rand, and careful investigation of the neigh-
horing beaches showed that the escarpments of
the Indian River Valley were composed of im-
mensge masses of conglomerates identical in com-
position with those which have yielded so many
millions of treasure in South Africa.

A superficial prospect of the deposits satisfled
the miners that they were gold bearing, and
subsequent examination at various points re-
vealed the fact that the stuff carried from §1
to $200 in gold to the ton. John Hepburn, one
of the most experienced and best known mining
men in British Columbia, was on the ground at
the time, and took an active part in the work of
prospecting. He satisfied himself .as to the ex-
tent and value of the deposits, and then secured
options on 132 claims of the 180 which had been
staked. Having accomplished this, he came down
to Victoria on the way to Montreal, New-York
and London, where it is intended to interest cap-
ital in developing his properties. Mr. Hepburn
in an interview given to a local paper says:

One of the claims of the 132 on which I have
secured options which has been carefully exam-
ined by a competent mining engineer will vield
$64,000,000 in gold. There Iis enough of the
conglomerate In sight to keep twenty thousand
stamps at work for one hundred years.

THE ADDRESS AGREED TO.

was

PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
—THE REDISTRIBUTION BILL.

London, Jan. 29.—In the course of to-day's
debate in the House of Commons, A. J. Balfour,
the government leader, intimated that a Re-
distribution of Seats bill, “remedying the fla-
grant anomalies now existing,” would be intro-
duced during the sessions of the present Parlia-

ment.

After a discussion of the evils of unrestricted
alien immigration, the president of the Board of
Trade, Gerald Balfour, promised the appoint-
ment of a commission of inquiry, with the view
to the introduction of necessary drastic legis-
lation to deal effectively with the acknowl-

vils.
ed'g:;l f!ou-e then agreed, without a division, to
the address In reply to the King's speech at the
opening of Parliament.
p—————————

THE EVERY-DAY TRAIN TO CALIFORNIA,

-y Limited,” leaves Chicago 8:00 p. m.,
:rl!’l: ng:ﬂ::ni N!:rth-Westem.‘Unlon Pacific and.
Southern Pacific Rys. Offices, 461, 257 and 348 B'way!
—advi

nearly enveloping |
them, but two companies rushed upstairs and |

}CARNEGIE’S GREAT GIFT.

| PURPOSES OF THE CARNEGIE INSTITU-
TION OUTLINED.

THE FOUNDER PRESENTS THE DEED OF
GIFT TO THE TRUSTEES—OFFI-
CERS ELECTED.

Washington, Jan. 20.—An adjourned meeting
of ihe trustees of the Carnegie Institution was
held at the State Department this afternoon, and
a long step was taken toward permanent organi-
zation and the initiation of the work of the
institution Abram 8. Hewitt, of New-York,
called the meeting to order, Secretary Hay was
elected temporary chairman, and Charles D.
Walcott temporary secretary. William E.
Dodge, of New-York, was elected to the board
to fill a vacancy caused by the declination of
ex-President Cleveland, who sent a letter regret-
ing his inability to serve.

MR. CARNEGIE ADDRESSES TRUSTEES.

After the rollcall Mr. Carnegie made a brief
address, presenting the deed of gift. He said:

I beg to thank you deeply for so promptly, so
cordially, aiding me by acceptance of trustee-
ship. A note from the President congratulates
me upon “the high character, indeed, 1 may say,
the extraordinarily high character of the trus-
tees"—such are his words. [ believe this esti-
mate has been generally approved throughout
the wide boundary of the United States.

My first thought was to fulfil the expressed
wish of Washington by establishing a university
here, but a study of the question forced me to
the conclusion that under present conditions
were Washington still with us his finely bal-
anced judgment would decide that, in our gen-
eration at least, such use of wealth would not
Le the best.

One of the most serious objections, and one
which [ could not overcome, was that another
university might tend to weaken existing uni-
versities. My desire was to co-operate with all
educational institutions, and to establish what
would be a source of strength and not of weak-
ness to them, and the idea of a Washington
university or of anything of a memorial char-
acter was therefore abandoned.

It cost some effort to push aside the tempting
idea of a Washington university founded by
Andrew Carnegie, which the president of the
Woman's George Washington Memorial Asso-
clation was kind enough to suggest. That may
be reserved for another in the future, for the
realization of Washington's desire would per-
haps justify the linking of another name with
his, but certainly nothing else would. 1

This gift, or the donor, has no pretensions to
such honor, and in nowise interferes with the
proposed university or with any memorial. It
has its own more modest field, and is intrusted
to co-operate with all kindred institutions, in-
cluding the Washington University, if ever
built, and it may be built if we continue to in-
crease in population as heretofore for a gen-
eration. In this hope, I think, the name should
be sacredly held in reserve. It is not a matter
of one million, or ten millions, or even of twen-
ty millions, but of more, to fulfil worthily the
wish of Washington, and 1 think no one would
presume to use this almost sacred name except
for a university of the very first rank, estab-
lished by national authority, as he desired. Be
it our part in our day ard generation to do
what we can to extend the boundaries of hu-
man knowiedge by utilizing existing institu-
tions.

Gentlemen, your work begins. Your aims are
high; you seek to extend known forces, and to
discover and utilize new forces for the benefit
of man. Than this there can scarcely be greater
work. I wish you abundant success, and vent-
ure to prophesy that through your efforts, in co-
operation with those of kindred societies in our
country, contributions to the advancement of
the race through research will compare in the
near future not unfavorably with those of any
other land. Again, I thank you.

TERMS OF DEED OF GIFT.
The deed recites in substance as follows:

That Andrew Carnegie deems it his duty and
highest privilege to administer the wealth which
has come to him as a trustee in hehalf of others,
and, entertaining the belief that the best means
of discharging that trust is by extending the
opportunities for study and research in our
country, he transfers to the trustees named
£10,000.000 of registered 5 per cent bonds of the
United States Steel Corporation.

This gift is to be held in trust, the incom:
from the bonds or from other securities tha
may be substituted for them to be applied to
paying the expenses of the trustees, who arc¢ to
receive the bonds and collect the interest, and
may sell the same and invest the proceeds wc-
cording to the laws of New-York, Pennsylvania
and Massachusetts, and who are not made re-
sponsible for the safety of the bonds or for
their depreciation. They may appoint officers,
fixing thelr salaries, and provide for the financial
business of the trust.

The income is to be expended to founding in
Washington an institution to co-operate with
those now or herecafter established, and in the
broadest and most liberal manner encourage in-
vestigation, research and discovery, show the
application of knowledge to the improvement of
mankind, provide such buildings, laboratories,
books and apparatus as may be needed, and af-
ford instruction of an advanced character to
students properly qualified to profit - thereby,
Unexpended income may be kept in a reserve
fund to defray the cost of buildings. By a two-
thirds vote the trustees may modify these con-
ditions in accordance with the original purpose,
which is “to secure, if possible. for the United
States of America leadership in the domain of
discovery and the utilization of new forces for
the benefit of man.”

OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTION.

After accepting the deed of gift the trustees
proceeded to adopt bylaws, and then elected the
following officers:

Chairman of

the Board

of Trustees—ABRA) 3.

HEWITT. gt
Vice-chairman—Dr. J. S. BILLINGS,
Secretary—CHARLES D, WALCOTT.

Dr. Daniel C. Gilman, late of Johns Hopkins
University, was elected president of the Car-
negie Institution. The board then adjourned to
meet to-morrow morning.

Mr. Carnegie and the trustees of the institu-
tion, held their first meeting at the State De-
partment this morning. Besides receiving a
large number of callers, including Secretary
Wilson, Senators Scott and Elkins, of West Vir-
ginia, and Governor Budd of California, Mr.
Carnegie spent most of the forenoon in an in-
formal conference with the trustees. He an-
nounced his purpose to intrust absolute con-
trol of the endowment to them, and said he
did not wish to influence their judgment in any
way.

OPENED FIRE ON RE‘I;I',‘L FLEET

AN INDECISIVE SEA FIGHT THIRTY MILES
FROM PANAMA.

Panama, Jan. 20.—The Colombian Government
fleet, consisting of the steamers Boyaca and
Chucuito, and the armed launch General Campo,
which left here yesterday morning to make an
attempt to break the blockade of Agua Duice,
where the revolutionary fleet was last seen, and
to communicate with General Castro, the Co-
lombian commander, met the insurgent steamer
Padilla at Yeguala, thirty miles from Panama,
at 1 o'clock yesterday afternoon, and opened
fire on her. The revolutionary steamers Darien
and Gaitan appeared on the scene soon after
the engagement began. The fire of the Chucuito
was so well directed that it caused the revolu-
tionary fleet to draw in toward the shore, where
the enemy’s ships were protected by land bat-
teries. The Chucuito and the Boyaca then re-
tired, unmolested, and arrived here at 5 o'clock
vesterday evening. The General Campo was not
engaged.

The forces of General Herrera, the revolution-
ary commander, are at San Carlos, forty miles
from Panama.

Yeguala is the port of San Carlos.

The Boyaca will probably sail from Panama
again to-night.

FLORIDA.—En summer climate In winter at
Tampa Bay Hotel Information at 3 Park Place and
Plant System. 2% Broadway. vi

REAL FPHILIPPINE SITUATION.

ALL BUT A FEW SMALL PROVINCES ALREADY COM-
PLETELY PACIFIED.

TROUBLE STILL EXISTING DUE TO AGITATION HERE,

A. Burlingame Johnson, former United States Consul at Amoy, China, in an
interview with a Tribune reporter, says that recently published stories of distress-
ing and hopeless conditions in the Philip pines are gross exaggerations and per-

versions of the truth.

He has made a personal study of the situation during numerous trips th.mtz
the islands in the last three years, and declares that by far the greater area of :
islands is pacified, and that only a comparatively small proportion of the inhabi~

tants are hostile to American control.

What unrest there is in the pacified portions of the islands he attributes to
the agitation in this country, and it is his belief that if the people of the United
States would cease bickering, and accept the Philipipnes frankly as an interna-
tional obligation which they assumed toward the world when they destroyed
Spanish power, the Filipinos would accept American control.

WHAT EX-CONSUL JOHNSON SAW IN THE ISLANDS.

A. Burlingame Johnson, formerly United
States Consul at Amoy, China, was during his
official term located at a point in China which is
in closer touch with the Philippines than any
other port in China, and is, in fact, the only
port between which and the Philippines reg-
ular lines of steamers ply. Practically all the
Chinese in the Philippines are from this port,
and these Chinese are disseminated over the
entire group of islands. They mingle with the
natives, intermarry with them and finance the
little villages, enabling the natives first to grow
their crops and then to find markets for them
when grown. Bezcause of these relations be-
tween the Chinese and the natives much valu-
able information as to the existence of pros-
pective outbreaks was disclosed to Mr. Johnson
in his official capacity by wealthy Chinese,
whose agents still remain in the Philippines,
and who are anxious to prevent outbreaks,
which always have resul'ted in great loss to
them. This knowledge was extremely useful in
the early stages of the insurrection.

A Tribune reporter sought out Mr. Johnson
at the Hotel Imperial yesterday, and asked him
if he had read the recently published criticisms
of the administration’s course in the islands
and the descriptions of the alleged unsatisfac-
tory conditions existing there.

“Indeed I have,” replied Mr. Johnson, “and
I have no hesitation in describing them as false
and misleading, whether ignorantly or inten-
tionally so I shall not undertake to say, but
certainly without justification. The facts as
given, perhaps, are true, or were true, but not
as applied to the present time. Incidents are
cited as of current happening which took place
one and two years ago. For example, a terri-
ble story is told of the burying alive of friendly
natives in the village of Tay-Tay, the impres-
sion left being that it was of recent occurrence.
As a matter of fact, the insurgents committed
this horrible crime in 1900. Other incidents of
ten, (welve and eighteen months ago are skil-
filly woven into the narrative without dates,
aud leave entirely false impressions on the mind
of the reader.”

THE ACTUAL CONDITIONS,

‘“What are the actual conditions in the islands
as you have observed them personally?”
“I.et me preface my answer by sayving that I

h: e made a careful personal study of the situ-

| ation, without bias or prejudice, with a view to

t nt the actual conditions, and with the ad-

ge of long personal familiarity with the
muiry and its people. I have made numerous
tri~< through the islands, having visited them
ever, vear since the American possession, and
studied the matter for the purpose of making
reports, and believe that I am reasonably fa-
millar with the situation as it exists.

“If you will take a map of the islands and
draw a line east from Manila across Luzon, you
will find that the portion north of this line com-
prises roughly about two-thirds of the area of
the island. This is the richest and most popu-
lous part of the island, and is entirely pacified.
There are no insurgents north of Manila. The
natives have never been so peaceful and the
country never has been so quiet as to-day. An
American can go anywhere there through the
country unarmed and alone. I was up there in
the latter part of September, north of Manila, in
the interior, and everywhere that I went I found
the troops peacefully encamped, living in their
quarters, and, with the exception of here and
there, where there were some ladrones, who had

no connection with any organized body, and
would make a swoop down on the natives and
get a cow or a little money from the planters,
there was absolutely no disorder. There was no
trouble whatever, and there has not been for six
or eight months.”

“What ar= the people there doing, and how do
they get on with the American soldiers?”

PEACE IN NORTHERN LUZON.

“The people are doing just what they have al-
ways done. They come very little in contact
with the American soldiers. They are devoting
themselves to cultivating their crops and taking
life as easily as possible. The district includes
the rich valley of the Cagayan River and the
country penetrated by the railroad running from
Manila to Dagupan. Here are possibly three-
fourths of the population of the island of Luzon,
and here are the great hemp, tobacco, copra and
rice fields. The Cagayan River is navigable
for 200 miles into the interior, and small steam-
ers are plying on it all the time, carrying up

merchandise and bringing down tobacco and
other products.

“From the mouth of the river along the coast
down to Manila, a distance of something like
three hundred miles, the country is quiet and lit-
tle steamers are visiting the various ports every
week carrying cargoes and passengers, with
never a disturbance. The same condition of af-
fairs obtains all along the line of the Manila-
Dagupan Railroad.”

‘“How about the region south of the line you
have drawn east from Manila?"

BANDITS IN A FEW SMALL PROVINCES.

“To the south of this line and immediately
surrounding the Inland lake Laguna de Bay are
several small provinces, of which Batangas
is the largest. The area is only a small per-
centage of the total area of the island. Here is
located the insurrection of which so much has
recently been heard. The country largely con-
sists of jungle and inaccessible swamps, which
are difficult to police. Here have congregated
the banditti or ladrones of the entire island. The
dispatches name these provinces, and the area
sounds large to the uninitiated reader. Still
further south, in the larger area known as the
Camarines, the entire country has been paci-
fied.” 1

“Recent dispatches have referred to what is
described as ‘bad conditions existing in the
island of Negros.' Do you know anything per-
sonally of the situation there?”

“Yes, I was there only a few months ago. The

island of Negros has a population of about half
a million, and there has been no insurrection in
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that island for eighteen months. There are a
few Negretos, or hill tribes, back in the interior
who never were pacified or peaceful, and who
are a different race of people from the main
body of inhabitants. They never farm for a
livelihood, simply living in the forests. They
made a raid on one of the villages in the pres-
ent month. There are only a few thousand of
them. On the western coast of Negros there are
300,000 people, Visayans, growing sugar alome.
They have highly improved plantations. There
are numerous individual houses there costing
from $10,000 to $20,000 each, in MeXican money.
There is one house near Bacolod that cost
$00.000, and another a few miles further in the
country that cost $120,000. These people are all
farmers, interested in growing their crops.
AMERICAN IDEAS IN NEGROS.

“An insurrection in that island to-day would
cost these people hundreds of thousands of del-
lars. This province turned out 106,000 tons of
sugar last year. Now their fields are ripe with:
sugar, and any Insurrection would simply dev-
astate the country. They do everything in
their power to keep down an insurrection. They:
have American teachers in all the principal
towns, and are sending their children to these
teachers to learn English. The little tots are
beginning to chatter in our language in the
streets. They have taken to Americans and.
American ideas. If there is any one thing there.
that shows the people are kindly disposed tow-
ard the Americans, it is the fact of the wel-
come that has been given to the school teachers,
I spent four or five weeks on the island, and
left there last November. I have been all over

| the western and northern part of the island.

The same conditions obtain everywhere in that
tract.”

“How about conditions in Panay?"

“The island of Panay has over a million peo-
ple. It is the most densely populated island in
the group, and there is not a single village or
town of that entire island where an American
cannot safely go unarmed. The people are
largely engaged in growing rice and sugar and
ccpra, and the women manufacture the jusi
cloth that has become famous. They are
Visayans, the same as all of the southern group
of islands.”™

“Could Americans go to Mindanao in the same
confiding manner?”

“The island of Mindanao has never had any
insurrection, excepting in one point, at the
north. The island of Cebu also is pacified.
There is no semblance of an insurrection in it.
You don't even see it mentioned in the dis-
patches.”

“What about Samar?"”

“Samar never was under subjugation. The
Spanish made no attempt to subjugate the na-
tives. They had one or two small
sons on the island and made no effort to go into
the interior. A larger portion of that island is
under American control than ever was under
Spanish control.”

“Some of the dispatches in question lay great
stress on the alleged policy of concentration as
practised in the unpacified portions of Luzom.
Do you know anything about that?”

AS TO CONCENTRATION,

“I know it as it is practised there. It is a mis-
nomer to call it a policy of concentration, be-
cause the world has learned to put a significant
meaning to that word. The policy as practised
in the Philippines has no element of cruelty in
it. It is simply an order to the inhabitants of a
particular locality to move from one portion to
another, and there they reside and carry om
their operations and business. If the locality into
which they have moved does not afford them
ample support, the United States Government
provides them with food and shelter. The peo-
ple are pleased with it, because they are per-
mitted to lead an easy life, much easier than at
home. There is no element of punishment or
deprivation. They are simply requested to come
into a certain district.”

“They are moved out of danger, then, for their
own benefit?”

“Exactly; because those who are inclined to
favor the Americans are assailed by the ladrones
or the rebels, and unless they came within the
lines of the American army they would be com-
pelled to pay tribute to the insurgents. These
people largely accept this concentration, as it is
practised, as a relief instead of a punishment.
It is a relief from a punishment inflicted upom
them by the insurgents, with whom they have
no sympathy.”

INSURRECTION NOT WIDESPREAD.

“According to yvour observation, then, the -
surrection, while it may be very troublesome
and stubborn in certain quarters, is not at pres-
ent widespread?”

“In the Philippines, where the insurgents are
gathered in force, as in the region around La-
guna de Bay and in the outlying districts of
Samar, the resistance is stubborn, but the peo-
ple in the other large areas I have described
to you are not affected particularly by this con-
tinued resistance. What keeps them in a con-
stant state of unrest is the agitation in this
country. The harm done is in discussing these
matters here. I was in Iloilo when word came that

President McKinley was shot, and a few days
after that word was received and

through the group that Bryan was to be Pres-
ident. It was a well known fact that the
tators In Samar and Cebu, which at that time
were in open rebellion, actually believed that
Bryan would become President immediately,
and that they would then receive their inde-
pendence. It is thought by the officers there
that that is why there was so much trouble,
which resulted in the assassination of American
troops.

WHERE THE REAL TROUBLE IS,

“It has been said that the Filipinos do not ac-
cept the situation. and that there are threat-
ened outbreaks. That is not the trouble in the
Philippines. The trouble is, the American peo-
ple don't accept the situation. If the American
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