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PATERSON SILK MANUFACTURERS HAVE IMPARTED A TONE OF INDEPENDENCE AND PLUCK TO THE WHOLE CITY
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ence In refusing assis f the outside. The
heads of 1 to work the morn-
ing foll t mon with which
to sus ! -

Pater S ! d deper
on twc Ryle, an
Englishm:as started f ] he East, made it
the centre of ti Ame and it
became known as Ameri

Perhaps nowhere world can there be
found a » whe r workingmen have
started s s as in the silk
business a: Patersor Catholina Lambert, the rich-
est silk manufacture ving at Paterson, who land-
¢d In this niry with $25 in his pocket, says:

We were as poor Job's turkey when we
started the Amq« manufacturers here
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CATHOLINA LAMBERT.

started at the bottom of the ladder. When I say
American manufacturers, 1 mean those who have
been In the silk bus s a long time. To tell the
truth, there are hardly any of us who are Ameri-
cans. Most of us came from England, Scotland or
Ireland, but we have spent our lives at the busi-
Ness in this country, and we call ourselves Ameri-
eans, as distinguished from those who have import-
#d their business from the other side. I would not
Say that Paterson silk men are rich in the way one
is accusiomed to talk nowadays. Some of us have
& Ereit deal of real estate, mills and machinery,
but the trouble with us is that when business is
dull we cannot get anything like its valye for it,

when business is good you cannot get us to

Fully ® per cent of the men in the silk busi-
Bess at Paterson were workicgmen carning thelr

!

» MAIN HALL OF CATHOLINA LAMBERT'S HOME IN PATERRON,

ellk conecerns 1s intent on the success of its separate

} and individual existe
The sllk trade was )ably never better than it
Is to-day. Every } unning up to
its capacity and no t ymplain. Of
course there are always those who talk of the good

|
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old times when money was more plentiful, but, al
lay

though manufacturers get a great less to-

for their product than they vears ago, thelr
facility for turning out more erial for the same
expenditure is greater. Mr. Lambert says that fifty
years ago his concern used about fifty pounds of
silk a week, whereas to-day It s six thousand
pounds a werk. The benefit A« opment in

the trade goes to the consumse

nsSumer now

gets for 75 cents what he formerly $2 for
That the manufacturers are well satisfled with
thelr profits cannot be better shown than by the

fact that 50 per cent of those in the b
started within the last few yvears
to notice how firms

1siness have

It is remarkable |

many new have sprung up |
lately. It is not alone the briskness in the trade
that has caused this increase | the number of

which are now
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concerns doing 1¢s8. There are

usiness now

no more ved men going 2 ¢

than formerly ire start-
ir are ne success
of Balle) ight Ash-
ley, J ry Dol ‘harles E.
Meding, Jacob :‘dward Riley, Charles
Auger, Charles Simon rimshaw Brothers, the
Bamfords and many wl 30 to their
mills carriages itom 1 ve In fine
homes and are the ) citizens of the town, yet
who started practic it a dcllar, depending
entirely on th The new
men in the t e and busi-
ness shrewd than the
princes of th ) will take
the places of the big manufacturers in the com~

munity
It is generally ass
more money
Paterson than
the last fe
this is not true,
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forn

w years in
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ung men who
have had no
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seen fromn a few instan
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For sharp young business men it would be hard
to beat the Cohen Brothers, who started with noth-
ing In 1895, and to-day they have a plant worth
$30,000. Israel is thirty-six and Abraham is twenty-
SiX years old. They were both weavers, and they
hired four iooms in the Merrill mill a..d got their
winding and warping done on commission. They
went ahead and wove silk without orders, and
Israel went on SBaturday afternoons and sold what
they had made during the week.
of nine months they moved

After a struggle
Into the Acme mill,
where they put in twenty-four of the finest power
looms. Now they are in the Fulton mill with one
hundred looms. Thelr strong point is in knowing
what 18 wantea In the market. They made a big
hit by ing the first to see the coming fashion in
moire velours, which are now in vogue.

“It has been a hard fight,” sald Israel. when
talking of his experience, “and I would pot t=ke
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ett Silk Cc y started in 1891 | : ( 1 ¢
NOw the f nt, and | r 1
heer ently Incorporated at 1
David Beckett, the latter of < s P
nths ago, w thletes. They - ¥ eloved the
'ral notable blcycle races In the « ty 1 v the ant is worth $9.000
©oyal Silk Co any is run by Messrs »dda i of D d Matchett pros
1, who started four years ago with a « ital t troas r and James ¥
of 0 In the Broomhead mill. The small plant was Mat tts were weaver
practically operated by the familles of the two men .
at first, Mr. Dodd giving his whole time to {t, but r weos & Cn.. is a
Mr. Main only going there In the evening after elf-made m o never went
working in another mill all day. They spee y de me of the best rend men Iin the
veloped their plant, and two years ago they formed y WOr n a silk mill in England
a corporation. Shortly after that they 1d trouble ght ven id He studie at the
with thelr raw silk man and thelir s w ut aves had a t ? 1de him He mas-
off until an accountant went over the wks. It syetem of shorthand In this manner
was found that they had equity 00 and n hrought him promotion, and he
operations were resumed y are doing a va » severa ! n England
good business 5r e Y for rs ago, and
The Miesch Manufacturing Company is a big con- r heer this b t eleght vears
cern to-day, but teen years ago Mr. Mlesch, who He started with looms and s 1M
2 for rles M ng, started he r . £ x f the manufact-
the large Miesch rers is expr ed by Jol H t Fssex
r an f 1 Y 1 ¥ - Y | 18 for five
£ u.niu-! Se priet« r VeATrs Dre which } vAS A W er for Ash-
Company, d W At 1 ¢ P & Baile Whet sked as to his | iness ex-
ness when he a partner of r he aid
Years ago irted with fiy 1 1 ave had t of t ”‘!.“ ey
ego Setzer bought his partner it, and now had § N 0 ace i
eighteen looms and is worth $8,000. He is would ' tackled it t T am a
d ter off n are a
I . off : . *
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IN THE SILK MILL OF E. SARGENT, PATERSON,
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ice in the Union V rom ti > oty THENST
ned from the war \ maste f which f sums
and was forema 1 i T e or four irs ago he
* started in 1 not
, and now he gal wa 10 enough to
fine silk pl vntings, to which tantly
B e ! had an exceptionally ge 1 nber of
r sastwood was an | - 2 b
n | raste of the eightee
patents g B lish x:u ters h eighteenth
the patents of Mr | d to group them together
y-two looms, whi h are | “t + new gall . - 1
£ hich are 4 ne gallery, running
which were in s t 1t
& in at th f the ng pr > the r
business e of the long promenade to e north of
atents | the castle To-day this is decidedly the finer of
.

A LUCAS HAND SILK LOOM IN PATERSON.
Mr. West, a veteran weaver, looking over the operator’s sh r
= sssacl, e s B
and other m s he goes to t New-York office | their looms Mrs. Jenkir was the first t4
f the mpa where | spends the day, return- S t  twd
ng to ! n it 6 ¢ ock A N ng and
He g O or ars and ten, but n t S v Lo
but he d X ma He ad success of Mrs sOr
mits A ne » imposes upon Mrs. Jenkins e
himsel & to make t, 1 that | old and at wl
he YOI i at after the reel into s
cares and w § of a | business. K
conecern whi « I S 0 men and women, but Jend t
t k W ¢ how he is going to A
- I hours
s wa
1 ' s il spa =
time . s winding f

sbyteriar

h
one time t

At re was a v that Mr. Lambert
| would leave hi rt col ti » the city of Pater-
son, but Ked ¢ matte he said
! that he « t t o family,
as it was the most vi ‘ (EET 1l
“I have v eoll : tures for the last
forty years he 1 As I 1d 1) cash to spare
I bought pictures ity W t on
ing more wvi ahle v ¥ As
taste and my purse s v red » plet
which I bought a and m¢
expensive o1 uril now worth
my real « ess8 put
gether, | put or

T

lay some ¢
those mul figures
Now that v some
of these treasures ha far be-
| yond what [ paid
Mr r every-
thing t ¢ man-
| ner ar S me
| Ing ist and a
| good that one
| word ‘v came to
| this cour fifty-four
years age
5 A SOV-

a

| week's board. 1 s ted Mr. Dexter's
| mill at Boston for 1 was no eight
| hour law in s twelve hours

a day, and

1 ! not grumble
];” the hours. When we t work we did it
Four years after I started I nad an interest in the
business."
|  Outside of buil own business, proba-
| bly Mr. Lambert's gres t work was done on the
; tariff committee of the Silk N anufacturers' Asso-
| clation, whicn perhaps did m than any other
body for protection to Amer products. This
| committee wor Or many years at Washington
to get a protecuve tariff put on silk, and in doing |
so they worked for the protection of all other
Industries. To the work of this committee is due
the remarkable conditions which prevail in Pater-
son to-day, where s0 many wor iingmen, with no
capital, have gone Into the silk business and In a
coraparatively few vears have hecome wealthy
while at the same time the operatives have heen

well paid, well dressed and have lived comfortably.
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SLEEPS IN H

IS SILK MILL.
William Ball is getting along in years now, but
he has not changed his business habits with the in-

crease of his wealth
with three loowms in

or ¥

i
River-st.,

iness,

He started

i mill, at Bumner and Montgomery sts.
. provides a fine home for his fa

and has bullt up a
three floors of his own

Although he
1y, he sleeps

fAine business, occupying

| That is the seeret of her su

the |

rame t her sm

employ

stead 1
room
About two u s f
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MRS. LIZZIE JENKINSON.
LT = =& —
n 1
mill, in Garfleld-av warping 8nc
winding r'nucmnns and ‘secgg’
floors and she lets the tenant.

umber of

9 and the

a splendid
ha She s an
own drumming
he sik mills
jses are

has thirty warping creels :
winding frames. The plant
mill is worth $35 000,

In five years this woman
Lusiness and emplo about
indefatigable worke
and is very often seen drivl

in her own delivery wasg« - .
carried out strictly to the v
that an order be ready t a
manufacturer can depend her_ to

ss. She is
o;u-ry mo;mr.z at 7 o'clock and no one in her e
ploy works harder than she does s

She bas decided to go into the throwing busigest




