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EX-PRESIDENTS,

DAVID B. HILL FAVORS MAKING THEM
SENATORS,

ADVOCATED A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT N
MESFAGE TO THE LBEGISLATURB IN 1588

In Governor Hiil's first annual message to the
Jeglslature at the beginning of his eecond full
term &s Governor in 1888 he urged upon that
body the adoption of a joint resolution to be
sommunicated to Congress, formally recom-
mending the amendment of the constitutlon giv-
iz ex-Presidents esats in the Senate, which has
=en advocated by The Tribune. The words in
which Governor Hill commendad this subject 1o
the legislature follow. The fact that the only
ex-President In sight is & Democrat, while the
only other candidnte in posse is a Republican,
makes appropriate now Governor Hill's remarks
of thirteen yesrs ugo, that “in the present situ-
.mun. partisanshlp cannot be accused of seek-
Ing advantage in this proposed change, for a
representative of each of the great political
parties would be the [firet] recipients of such
Beratorships.” Governor HIl said:

The present tlme seems peculiarly opportune
for our confideration of certaln amendments to
the constitution of the United States having re-
n to the office of President. Such amend-

if proposed In Congress by authority or
val of the State of New-York., and advo-

its representatives uat Washington,
umand and receive the immediate and
attention of all the States. The

:zé,u—t..ui
probability of their incorporation into the con-

% would also be much greater now than
thelr proposil and discussion should be de-
layed until nearer the next Presldential election,
if the suggestions I make commend themselves

tno your houorable bodies, 1 recommend that, by
jeint resolution or otherwise, some formal ex-
f your views shouid be communicated
£5. The amendments which I com-
your consideration are briefly stated

First—That the term of afflce of the President
and Vice-Fresident shall be six years.
-—'li'h:n the Presldent shall be inellgible
iectlon

Third—That the President shall Immediately,

upon the expiration of his term, become & mem-
ber of the United States Sepate for life, and re-
ecive an appropriate salary. This amendment
shall eprly to all living ex-Presidents.

The result of the last general election deprives
the publle service of the priceless experience
and unique official training of another President
of our républic. At the moment when his avail-
ability as a publle servant is presumably great-
est, and representing, 83 he does, not only the
eminence of character which called him to tha
Chist Magistracy, but the accumulated distine-
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