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BEtTgEN COUNTY7N. )., CANNoTbE REPROACHED FOR OMITTINGjrO_PRESERVE JTSJiISTORICAL RELICS AND DATA.

SPECIMENS FROM THE HISTORICAL EXHIBITION AT HACKENSACK.

Pwt,rlHtt
,r m« few, iFort Lee> Cup f^m which Washington drank. Knife. fork and spoon .Fort Lee). Revolutionnr," china teapot

and Aaron Burr's candlesticks.HISTORIC HACKENSACK.

BFFGEX COT'XTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY FORMED THERE

/;)• RESIDENTS.

He Is said to have married a Miss Van Der Lnde.
and later purchased 1.!>77 acres from the Indians,
called the "New Paramus Patent.

The original proprietors of Hackensack were cap-
tain William Sanford and Captain John Berry who
made extensive purchases from the Indians. Asud-

sequent purchaser was Nathaniel Kingsland ana
because he had been a sergeant major in the Island
of Barbadoes the township. including Hackensack.
was named New-Barbadoes. a name still retained

The first Sheriff of Bergen County was Michael
Smith, who married a (laughter of Captain John
Berry. The first recorded murder was that nf

Nicholas Qnera by a negro named Harry bewnsrnj:
to Hendrick Christian Zabriskie on October -•<, ].•>'-
The special evidence against the prisoner, besides
his confession, was the fact that when he touched
the dead man's face blood flowed from the nostrils
of the dead man. The coroner's jury Immediately

concluded the negro was the murderer, and he was
executed. The Freeholders' records contain the
execution of "Jack." a negro, for burning seven
barns in May, 1741.

One of the oldest houses in Bergen County, and
one of the most interesting historically, is the
••Widow Prevost Boose." at Hohokus. It was here
that Colonel Aaron Burr carried on his <«>"££»> P

at the time of the Revolution ©1 Mrs. Theodosia
Prevost. a talented and captivating widow, who
occupied this house at that time. The house was
occupied and owned by a wealthy English fsnvl)

for some time previous to the Revolution, and for
many years was known as "the Little Hermitage.

Mrs." Prevost was living with her brother, a
French nobleman, who owned the house at the

time. She met Colonel Burr while he was in that
vicinity and the friendship ripened into love. One

story is to the effect that Colonel Burr was sta-
tioned in New-York, that he used to cros* th-
Hudson River near closter in a flat bottomed boat

with his horse lying down in the boat The nae
through the dangerous Palisades woods and the
Paramus Valley, where the British soldiers could
be expected at any moment, is regarded as the
stirring feature of the courtship. Another story

Is that Colonel Burr's love making took place while
he was stationed at Suffern. in the Ramapo Valley.

White the general belief is that Colonel Burr and

Mrs Prevost were married in 1752. In the parlor of
:the Little Hermitage." some say the marriage

took place in the Paramus Reformed Church, but
he church records do not »how this. The house i«

nf hammer dressed brownstone from nearby quar-
rios wiTh oak and chestnut timbers. ordinal
Provost residence is th» northern half of the. pres-
ent structure th" other portion having been built

In 1812 for Dr. Elijah Rosencranz. whose family

has been in possession since that time. William
Rosencranz Is the present owner. The house Is al-

most hidden by trees. It seems able to withstand
centuries more of time. 0,, two of the stones m

Jhe ornVinal house, above the windows are f,.und

Masonic emblems, and It Is believed that the house
was first built by the afasonte fraternity. Mr

Rosencranz %aid a few days ago that he was of

those of Albert Bllngerland and Hester Brlekers.
both from Albanie. The original church officers at
the organization were Hendrick Jorese md \
Fen • elders and H»-r.drick F.pke and a oikert
Hansen. deacons. The first dominie of this old
church wiis th. IC". Petrua Taschemaker He
moved to Bchenectady and -a.-> j pastor of the Re-
form-.! Dutch church at that place at the time of
the \u25a0 \u25a0

• Indians In I*9 D mlnle Tas,-he-

maker ••• ;:•\u25a0 aad colored .*<rvants were among

the victims ot the Indians
The f re-er:f site of the church, together withnd-

joininß innds. Including a large portion of "the
green

"
°r pnrk. wns Riven to the church on April

19 ISM, by Captain Jonn Berry, an.l the original

commanded an excellent view of the only Inlet
from the river, opposite Fort Washington. For a
long time it was said that there were two camps
at this place, named Fort Constitution and Fort
Lee. but the controversy ended when it was proved

that Fort Lee was first known as Fort Constitu-
tion.
On the property where now Is located the Belvl-

dere Hotel can be plainly seen the ruins of the
stone oven where the Continental soldiers baked
their bread; the ruins of a large stone hut. the

ore said to have been occupied by General Greene;
Washington's well, from which the troops obtained
water for the camp, and the "Dead Brook." This
brook has its tradition. Some say it obtained its
nam» after a Hessian soldier had been shot while-
washing his feet in the water. Others say a
bloody battle was fought 3long its course.

On the west side of the Hudson River trolley

tracks and near the icehouses, in th? limits of the

Fort Lee camp, are still to be seen the ruins of

the stone huts of the troops. Here was where
Morgan's Virginia riflemen were* camped, a band

of hardy mountaineers and dead shots. The his-
torical society will be called upon to perpetuate
these historic spots by building up th» fallen rifle

The monument which the State will erect at Fort
Lee Assemblyman Tillotson's bill calling for an
appropriation of Si/"1

" for that purpose, will be

in the centre of what was formerly known as
Parker's Pond, near the line of the Hudson River
Traction Company. The pond has been dried out

and the property fenced In.
Exploded shells, rifle balls, cannon balls. Hessian

bayonets. English swords, powder flasks, bullet
moulds and many other Revolutionary relics have
been picked up at Fort Lee, and many are now on
exhibition In the Johnson Library Hall at Hacken-

"wpshington while In Hackensack made hisWashington while in Hackensack made his
headquarters in Peter Zabriskle's home, now the
Mansion House. He was served with his meals
across the street at the home of Archibald Camp-
bell whose descendants. Mrs. Kate Hasbrouck.
Mrs' Jane Adams and Adolph W. Campbell, are

There is no doubt that the historical fo-
ciety will endeavor to pet possession Ot a numr>er
of the relics and curiosities seen nt the loan ex-

hibit in the Johnson Library Hal. In '-dare, of a
number of women of the library association, oi

which Miss Taplln and Mrs Cornelius Blauvelt
are at tbe head. Amon^ the choices! ot these

curio?, all of historical Interest to the county. Is

a popper kettle taken from the Hrtnkerb.off home-
stead, erected in 17<M There la an ancleni pi«i
filler for a Dutch o\-en. over two hundred y^rs
old There 1p a deed from Peter Zabriskl'- to

Wiiltam Sar.tford. dated 1771. Though dated New-
York 1776. the money order for PSO t-tgned i»y

Aaron Burr has Its local Interest

SOME OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE BERGEN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

\v*. M. Johnson.
First Assistant Post

master (General.

J«m»i» A.P.omf yn.W. O. T/abagh.The R»v. E T. Fanf"r(l. O!»b V»n H. Whitbe'-k.

This society Shall be known as the Bergen County

\u25a0WSieSiSii be the . -;;r^
History, pa^rs hritott. J^^jJ^SSfe "2nd
County. X. T.;genealogical. \u25a0 Ar asS^^t^- an^t^enffiKw-Si c^pound historical ta*t« and the encouragement

a patriotic sentiment.

The Historical Society has elected the following

officers: President. William M.Johnson. First As-

sistant Postmaster General: vl^-i.re..-id*ata. WiH-

lam A Linn, of Hackensack; IV..Moore and Cor-

nelius Christie, of I.eoria; Mis* Elizabeth Ver-
milye. of Englewood: the Rev. William H. Vroom.

of Paramus: Charles Burrows, postmaster of

Ruthrrford. and Isaac P. Bosrert. of Westwood;

recording secretary, the. Rev Ezra T. Sanford:

corresponding secretary. Arthur Van Buskirk;

treasurer. James A. Romeyn. and executive com-
mittee. F. M. Glover, of Rutherford; Miss Adelaide
"W. Sterling, of Englewood; Abram C. HoMrum. AC
"Vv*e*twood. and Abram De Baam. or Hacfcriisaok.

While the present generation of the old Bergen
County families lay particular stress on the Revo-
lutionary history of the county, this new society

will pay particular attention to getting nil official

data back to ISO. wbjen the county of Bergen was
established. At that time the county included the
territory fast of the n%ctaaaaack River from the
KillYon Kull to the Hat« toe. InROi th? county

of Bergen was enlarged, and from that time on un-
til 1887. when Passat County was pet off. IIIn-
cluded the latter, with the exception of the snail
part southward of the Passaic (taken from Essex)

and the county of Hudson, which was set off inIS4-1).

Bergen County in her undivided stato passed
through the phases of colonization and civil rule
under the Dutch of New-Netherlands: through the
transition to an English colony and the govern-

ment of the Proprietors of Bast Jersey: through

the exciting: scenes of the early Indian wars; the-
period of colonial authority under the queens and
ting* of England—all matter of much interest and
Importance to the Bergen County Historical Ko-
rJety. besides the stirring events for the struggle

for Independence.
The most ancient and Interesting part of the old

rounty of Bergen is that portion of it which was set

off to form the county of Hudson in IfJQ, after
having borne the name of Bergen fcr r.ecrly two

hundred years. Lyingalong the west side of New-

Jork Bay and the Hudson River, close to the.
Dutch headquarters on Manhattan, it early at-

tracted attention, and became tho subject of the
2rst purchase from the Indians in East Jersey.
On July 12. 1630. this portion of territory was pur-

chased from the Indians by the Director General
end Council cf New-Netherlands fcr Michael
Pauw, Burgomaster of Amsterdam and Lord of
« \u25a0 -.hoven, near Utrecht. The conveyance was
tbe first deed of record In New-Xetherlands, and
the names of the Joint owners of the lands, called
Hobocan Hackingh. were Af"me£uw. Tekwappo
and Sackwomeck.

Bergen County residents always point with a de-

free of pride to the fact that a portion of the
county was the scene of much activity In the
Revolutionary period, and also to the fact that

General Washington made his headquarters for
>ozne considerable time in Hackensack. There have
boen many controversies as to the exact dates.
Incidents and locations of Revolutionary matters,

t.nd the new historical society will find much to

ft-jtereM It in deciding upon the conflicting reports.

For Instance. I,osslng. the historian, says that It
•ray a farmer who hurried to Hackensack to warn
General "Washington that the British had crossed
the Hudson near the Closter landing, and were on
their -way to Hackensack. Mrs. Sarah Fletcher
rhompson. the great-granddaughter of three Revo-
lutionary soldiers, in her little bit of historical
gata recently presented to the historical society,
•ays that "Sarah Vreeland. th» wife of John.
Terhuse, when a girl walked nine miles before
Breakfast to warn the, American camp of the ap-

jroach of the British."
Fort Lee stands alone in point of Revolutionary

Importance, for here It was that Washington's

army, under General Lee. encamped for a long

time. But the camp was not on the Palisades
bluff,and the proposed monument to be erected at

Fort Lee willnot be on the bluff. The camp was
on the west side of the ravine or ferry road, and

At Hart the pastas of Bergen County have suc-

c~<Jed mi organizing an historical society at HacK-

\u25a0aMk that bids fair to be of cr.during ber.eflt to

that part of Northern N^-JeraSF. as far as keep-

ing pr>"^l™ of authentic historical data, relics

anfl <>ur!ns dating bark to the Revolutionary

period and before Is concerned. An effort to form

an historical society was am** about twenty years

aro but The enthusiasm only --ted about seven

months. It remained for newcomers in Kacken-

Ba£k to r«aliz.the valuable historical surroundings

an*
„

take in hand the formation of the Benßan

County Historical Society. a meeting to held

at the' Johnson Free Library Hall on March 4. The

Rev. Herman Vanderwart. for nearly fifteen years

pirteV of the First Reformed Churrh. "The Old

Church on the Green." the oldest church in the

northern part of the Hate «M chairman. James

A Bwaaeyi art ac father was pastor of this

churrh many yars Ego. was secretary. At the

preliminary meeting a committee was appointed

to Fend letters to every representative, old family

in the county and urge en-operation in the pro-

posed work and Jit a meeting on March 26. when

th» constitution was adopted, the library hall was

\u25a0wefl filled. Among the articles of the constitution
arf the following:

MANYREVOLUTIONARY RELICS NOW TO

BE 6EEN-GRAVE OF ONE OF

LAFAYETTE'S GENERALS.

Ftill living in Harkmsaek. Mrs. Hasbrouck has
in her possession a cup which was part of the sli-

ver service used by Washington at his meals. This
cup is also on exhibition at the library.

The body of Brigadier General Enoch Poor, or
New-Hampshire, lies in the southwest corner or
the First Reformed Church burying ground, where
the Sons of the Revolution of New-Hampshire
purpose erecting a monument. General Washing-

ton attended the funeral of General Poor in Sep-
tember 1780. and in 182* Lafayette visited the
grave. According to the inscription on the tomb-
stone, "Lafayette, turning away from the grave,
exclaimed, 'Ah. that was one of my generals!' ,

The First Reformed Church has had a conspicu-
ous part in the history of Bergen County. There
Is only one church in the State that la older— the
Reformed Church at Bergen, built in 1680. The
church organization was effected In 1656. but it was
ten years later before a place of worship was
erected. Where services were held in these ten
years Is not known, but the present church Is on
the original site. The church at English Neighbor-
hood, now Ridgefleld. bears the date. 17<w: the
church at Paramus was organized in 1725. The first
baptism at Hackensack in 16SS was that of .Taenie

Slmson. The first names on the marriage record,

which begins at the date of January 16, 1695, arf

Nearly two hundred carloads of orar.srea were
shipped East over the Southern Pacific and
Santa Fe railroads last week, which brofci the
record si citrus fruit shipments The fr:!t Is
now ripening so rapidly that raHraawl iiav»
been pushed to provide cars.

Santa Clara County has held a blossom fes-
tival this week that surpassed any previous ex-
hibition. Every day a different town has been
the centre of a show, and trips through miles
of blooming cnerry. almond, prune, apricot and
peach trees have delighted hundreds of stran-
gers. This festival is in Imitation of the- cherry
blossom festivals in Japan, and the wealth of
orchards in this garden spot of California makes
the series of f?te days one of the most beautiful
spectacles the world can furnish.

The dedication of the beautiful ?tanf.ird Me-

morial Church has been finallypostponed to Sep-

tember 7. as it was found impossible to complete

the elaborate frescoes of the Interior before com-
mencement day. The Rev. Dr.R. Heber New-
ton, of New-York who recently resigned from
the pastorate of All Souls' Church, win have
charge of the chapel, and will also deliver lect-
ures at the university on ethics.

The Oakland Board of Trade i.« givingall.day

excursions to the Oakland suburbs. Berkeley

and the State University and Haywards for SI.
The design is to show to tourists and home

seekers the beauty of Oakland and its suburbs
at blossom time, when aD the fruit trees and
flowering shrubs are in full bloom.

The escape of the officers and the crew of th»

British ship Frank-start, which was burned at
sea, forms another tale of adventure on the
Pacific, which is so prolific of stories of peril

and death. For four days the captain and all
hands expected every moment that the vessel

would be blown up by the imprisoned gases
generated by the burning coal. For nearly four
months the vessel had been crossing the Pacific,
and the long passage under the tropical sun so
heated the coal that if finallybroke into flames.
For four days every yard of canvas was
stretched to carry the ship nearer to the Cali-
fornia coast, and thus make a journey in open

boats less dangerous. On the last day. however,

when the pitch was bubbling in the seams of

the deck and the hatches were blown off. a
schooner hove into sight and rescued the ship's

crew.
Another coal laden vessel. long ov*r*s*, the

Frerch bark Olivier de <"lisson. is believed |a

have been burned at sea. but nothing y^t has

been heard of her crew.

E. S. Wlllard has drawn good audience to
the Columbia to witness "The Cardinal." Next
week Wiliard will give a varied bill. At the
Tlvoli Opera House 'The Fortune Teller" is re-
vived, and at Fischer's Weber and Fields's New-

York success 'Fiddle Dee Dee" is having a bigr

run.

The Fair heirs have bought the southeast cor-
ner of Sutter and Powell sis., with additional
land on Powell-st . thus giving them a corner

IfIZK feet on Sutt"r-st. by
~~
l2 feet on Powell-

st. They propose to add »50 feet on Powell-st..
which willgive to them 137 llool o feet on that street.
Their plans are for a bis private hotel with
store? underneath.

A ajaajltj w-e<iding this week waa '^*r of 3fiaa
Edith Preston, daughter of Colon-3. Edgai I
ppro>=ton. and \\*iliard N. Prown. The- c»remsay

was performed by th* Rev. H. C. Foute, of

Grace Church.

Green D. Morris, the well known horseman,

who has had a string of flyers at the Oakland
track this winter, has b?en in the hospital all

this week, suffering from a lightattack ofsmall-
pox. He was in no danger, and will soon be out.

Smallpox has been prevalent In Oakland and
Berkeley, and several cases at the State "'\u25a0

sill led to \u25a0 stringent order for the vaccina-

tion of all the students.

ARMY TRANSPORT EXTRAVAGANCE
-

A STORY OF SHIPWRECK.

Pan Francisco. April 11.—The relations of
extravagance in connection with the army-
transport service at San Francisco and.
Manila were fullyexpected by those who. have
made any careful study of the subject. No on»
who knows General Long would dream of ac-
i-usinir him of any share in the fraud and waste
that has been laid bare, but he was certainly-

lax in trusting" subordinates who took advan-
tage of -his confidence in their watchfulness and,
honesty. Of course, much of the alleged ex-
travagance in fitting: up transports can be ex-
plained by the urgent necessity for getting -•..,

vessels into commission in the shortest time pos-
sible and by the bad condition of the labor
market, which at times made it impossible to

obtain skilled workmen. But there is no excuse
for paying two or three times the open market
rate for supplies or for permitting vessels under
expensive, charter? to lie for weeks at dock.

The British remount scandals in the South
African service saw how easily officers succumb
to the great temptation offered by unscrupulous
agents of big firms, and the same ugly features
of dishor.psty and favoritism taint nearly all the
details of fitting out the transport service In
San Francisco. The United States built up a,
fire service frr transporting troops to and from
the Philippines, but it cost at least double what
it would had close supervision been given to
repairs and supplies.

OX THE PACIFIC SLOPE.

JTsT THE TUiyr,.

From The Philadelphia Record.
"Ialways take my dog with me when Imane

a balloon ascension." said the aeronaut. "A
Skye terrier. Isuppose-,"' remarked the village
wit.

HfUV IT BROUGHT HIM I.VC.K WHEK HE WAS

itEnrcEn TO extremities.

The death recently of "Billy"West, the negro
minstrel, recalls the luck that a banjo brought 10

\u25a0 New-York boy who went to California in 1552 to

"get rich'" In the gold mines. He was "Charlie"
F'.enfiel, of a well known family In this city, and
bad learned the machinist's trade as well as to piay

the banjo, and he obtained a position as assistant
engineer on a small steamer that went around to

the Pacific by way of the Straits of sfaajanaa. While
lying In the harbor of Callao, Pern, the vessel took
fire and was destroyed, and those on board saved
only what they could carry in their hands. BSBSSI
and the others subsequently reached San Francisco
by working their pimtii on other vessels.

When young Bensel reached San Francisco all
he had in the world were the clothes he had on and
his banjo, and after wandering about two or three
days in an unsuccessful search for employment he
became so hungry that he concluded to get one
good meal at a restaurant and then give a \u25a0prom-
ise to pay." After eating a couple of dollars' worth
In one of the tent restaurants he went to the pro-
prietor and fold his story. The proprietor was so
impressed with Benael'a truthfulness that he told
him he would trust him untilhe got enough to pay
his bill. but. observing that he had a banjo, asked
Din to play a tune, which resulted In his being
hired to play and to sing negro melodies at the
door of the tent to attract custom. Soon after-
ward he wrnt into the mines at Virginia City.
where he succeeded beyond his anticipations, but
In a couple of years he organized a minstrel com-
pany, which became popular not only on the Pa-
clfic Coast, but also in China, where it went on a
tour and where Bensel died He had been asso-
ciated with Backus, Birch. Wambold. Cotton. Coe
and other minstrels, including West, and before he
died he owned a large property In Sacramento.
His start in life he attributed to the banjo, which
he had learned to play when an apprentice boy In
New-York.

"CHARLIE" BEXSEL AND TITS BAXJO.

the belief that many Masonic treasures were hidden
under the house, for a secret door was discovered
a few years ago. leading to an old excavation.

The Historical Society may b«- able to determine

which If the oldest house in Bergen County As in

other parts of the State, Bergen County has its
share of "Washington's Headquarters, many or
which are unsupported by history or records but
then ire several ancient stone houses that ar-
older than in.my people think. Th- Kip? hous^Js
the Polifly Road, near HaekensaeK, Is supposed

by many to be the oldest, because Hendrick Kipp

settled in that vicinity about HBO. The Zabrl>ki*
house, at River Edge, near th*» bride* where

Washington and his army crossed the Hack»nsacK
River upon their retreat from Fort Use. was!built
In 1603. and is therefore COT years old. The Brtnker-
hoff homestead, in Essex-st.. has the date 1.04 on
one of the stones in the tack part of the house.

Among the Interesting relics at th* loan exhibit
In the. library ball is a copy of The Tribune dated
Tuesday. April 27. 1S«. It Is No. a of th- first
volume and is still In a good state.

Cannon hall and powder na,k (Fort Lee). Filming pistol, with folding bayonet. Hessian bayonet and rifle bullef? (Fort Let* Andre prf

lock find key (Tappan, N. V)

deed Is now In the archives of the church. The
Rev. Theodortck Romeyn was pastor of t*« ova
church on the green" during the Kevnu.,ionar>

neriod. and to him was given much annoyance by

•he British soldiers who on one occasion stole all

his household effects. On another occasion two

armed loyalists attempted to murder him. but were
prevented from doing so by the timely arrival of
his armed companions. Dr. Romeyn was an ardent

patriot, and because of his position the British pave
him the title of "the Rebel Parson."

Th» Bergen County court House, directly oppo-
site the First Reformed Church, was built in 1819,

but the present structure. '* the result of much
adding thereto and remodelling. The first court-
house was burned by the British In 1780, and for
two years court was held at Wyckoff In conse-
quence. The first meeting cf the trustees of Queen s
(now Rutgers) College was ordered to bo held at
or near th« County House of New-Barbadoes. or
Hackensack, on the second Tuesday of -May. lttn.

The civilhistory of Hackensack. so far as known,

dates back only a few years previous to the church
organisation, to 1641. when the town was a trading
Dost. The town derived Us name from the tribe

of Hackingkeshackey Indians that dwelt In that
region of which Oratany was chief. The Orttanl
Field Club IS named after this celebrated chief,
though the name is changed somewhat in Its -pell-
ing The first known settler in Hackensack was
Alberdt Saboroweskl, who. emigrated from Poland.
He crossed the ocean In the Dutch ship Fox in lfi62.

SITE OF THE PROPOSED MONUMENT AT FORT LEE,THEODOSIA PREVOST.
HOUSE NEAR H.OHOKUS. X. J., IX WHICH AARON BURR COURTED AND WON


