
THK LUXURY OF DOING fIOOD.
[Note.— Readers of 'The CornhilT* will renjem-

ber an article in u,e February number by Mr.
Stephen Gwynn on "The Luxury of Imini;

Good." in which, takins for hi« text Hobbes's
dictum that "Benevolence is a love of power
and delight in the exercise of it," he upholds
the paradox that men do good not from pure
and disinterested kindness, but for the gratifica-
tion of tbe pleasurable, and therefore Intrin-
sically selnsh, instinct of action and self-ex-
pression. The essay has provoked the follow-
ing verses.- Ed. Cornhill.]

PHII> '.« iPHER.
Say, whither with (hose bags of gold,
Proprietor of wealth untold."
Tell on • who knows of no such things
As Boon s and Corners', Trusts and Ri igs.

What happy Rails, what luck} Mines,
What high capitalist's designs.
What province of finance or trade,
Expects your vivifying aid?
< 'h. l< H me. in what shy resort,
Victoria Street or Capel Court,
You l;o to buy th' augmenting share?
Tell me. my multi-millionaire:

MILLIONAIRE.
me. Sir: you wrongly guess;

This pold ia for the C. <>. S.
Think you the rich no object know
Save that they still may richer grow?
Nay. lor n.vs. It" whin shares are hi>;h
Ihoar the <:al! of Charity:
And when Dye given the humble poor
s. :: c fraction of my k< Iden store.
Full »ell Itie- in that fraction spent

—
For lhave b» en benevoli m.

nil!/eOPHBR.
}\u25a0\u25a0 :•t ah nl

' 'Tis quite absurd
Eluw people use thai stupid word!
Read, to correct your boastful mood,

Luxurj of 1kiing,Cor.!.'
Where Mr. Gwynn and Tin.mas Elobbes
I1I 1

-
•\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 that the seeming-generous throbs

Which agitate at times your breast
Pr< •\u25a0 d from mere self-inter, st.

that the man who helps his friends
[Vtes IIto serve his proper ends;

What aid you give, in power or pelf.
Is simply given to please yourself.
i' shows a kind of moral twist

'!"•\u25a0 think that you're an altruist:
Lei such ideas at -nee take wing—
Because, of course, there's no such thing!

MILLIONAIRE.
Forgive me. ifperhaps Ierr

-
lam not a philosopher—
The v.. nlle art of splitting '.airs
Is not for multi-millionaires.
Yd. say.— if this your conduct guide.

Such rules, consistently applied.
Play, if comlusi' n right 1 draw.
The dickens with the Moral Law:
For how. on your peculiar plan.

Define the Had or Virtuous man?

PHILOS4 IPHER.
Y,.u touch the spot; 'tis even so:
Thais just the thine Imeant to show:
Ihardly thought to find so swift
A readiness to take my drift.
i; t!i Good ami Bad are really based
On mere discrepancy of taste;

That Virtue which your pulpits praise
Is simply a misleading phrase.
For so-called Vice is every bit
As justly laudable as it:
And in a <niit>- espe< ial sense
This holds of your B* ne\-« L< nee.

MILLIONAIRE.
I'ear me! ''.ear me! You're ri^ht. no doubt ...
But leave the moral question out,
\nd think of my relations with
Impoverished J' nes and blighted Smith,

Who. freed by me from misery's mesh.
Are stall- d on their legs afresh:
Surely, it's reasonably plain
Ponje gratitude fnm them Ipain"
They'llbless the man gui cito <!at—
There's something, after all, in that!

PHIL*»S< (PHER.

TVismif? at on< c these notions crude:
This is no case for gratitude.
Here'ii smith, or lanes <I '-are not which.
1 mean the man who's far from rich).

With his affairs ('tis kindness sheer)

He suffers you to Interfere,
By loaves of bread and pounds of tea
To vex his love for lil*rty.

With bounty arrogantly doled
His personality to mould-
That you. my friend, may feel thereby

Foui finger in an alk n pie.
May Bnd. forsooth! an active sphere
By feeding him with beef and beer.
Which gratifies your selfish sense• if Pride and Power arid Influence:—

And Is it then your curious view
That be sin uld grateful be to you?
Let ii"pin h mists your brain bedim:
'Tis you should render thanks to him!

M11.1.K IKAIRE.

If this be so. 1 plainly see
Benevofc nee ts nol foi me:
It is a thin;,' which happy makes
Nor him thai gives nor him that takes.
For if 'tis based on motives low,

•Cor een affords a quid pro quo.
Why sh.uld 1 pay a longisb price

For linnmunerative Vice?
On. no! lildo what's wiser far,

\nd buy another motor car.
In vain may paupers throng my door—
j've sinned enough, lilsin no more:
\i d when starvation makes them thin

Blame Thomas Efobbes and Mr.Gwynn!—
(A. I>. Godley. inThe Cornhill Magazine.

FREEMASONRY IN FRANCE.

The Grand orient Is rapidly discarding all

J£ considering it as effete and out of
hanmmy with modern ideas. The -trials .to

«lich ncvi(<'s were on, \u25a0 subjected have long
given up. and the mystery with which

ltion has clothed the order is

dStag S The process of vulgarization

Ss^ofe so far that Freemasonry can hardly

Efcal'd a secret society at a!!, as far as

France is concerned. It is virtually a club or

association of Philosophers and politician-.

v-i..n.u-
-

and practical men. it selects its

adherents more carefully than most associa-
tion but less bo than its chief adversaries— the

i^ui'r^ and religious orders generally. More-

over its doings are perfectly well known. In
October last a Paris illustrated paper published

two drawings showing the position of the hands

and sneers m the Masonic grips. The only real
secret hidd< n from the profane is the password,

which is chanced at regular intervals, with a
view to preventing intruders from making their

wav into the lodges on the strength of informa-

tion obtained from Masonic publications. This

word is Bent under seal 10 the master of each
lodge and communicated by him to the brethren
in a whisper, after which the paper is solemnly

burned. This u.?e of a temporary shibboleth
dates from 1777, and is one of the few relics of
antiquity surviving in the lower degrees of

Fiemh Masonry. The adherents of the Grand

Orient. in fact, seem to find it borne in upon
them to pulldown all their old institutions and
replace them by brand new ones. They have
even introduced a form of Masonic marriage,
wherein the bride, after plighting her troth
before the master and brethren, takes her part-

ner by the hand and leads him to his seat, to

signify that she willnever seek to interfere with
his attendance at the lodge. The most startling

variation consists of the "mixed lodges,*' to
which \u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0! sexes are admitted. The largest of
thfse groups is nearly one hundred strong, and
holds its meetings twice a month in Paris.
Three or four others exist in the provinces, and
all fcrm part of an order called th»> "Droll
Heroin." They have a ritual based on and
strongly resembling that of the Scottish Rite.
The Paris group has a woman as worshipful
mistress. Italso poetesses a sort of dispensary,
at which one of the members, a woman doctor,

attends daily and gives free advice to the
brethren, sisters and their children. The initia-
tion of \u25a0 woman in the presence of her husband
and son who were already members, was re-
cently witnessed in this lodge. Ishould add.
however, that neither the "Droit Elumain" nor
bbj oth.'r form of mixed Masonry (so called) is
recogniz.'l . •:.-\u25a0' by the Grand Orient or the
Grand Lodge. '!"!•• heads of these bodies look
upon .• with 10 friendly eye. but consider that
it must be put to the test of time and experience.
Theoretically, of course, Freemasonry would
pain immensely in strength if it could obtain
the Mij'pcrtof the weaker sex, but the practical
object)' are obvious. In few countries could
so daring an [.-rim. be attempted.

Th» theoretical existence of a family tie
among \u25a0.: Masons is frequently emphasized.
Should th-- wife of any brother present her hus-
l.and with an olive branch, a batterie d'all<'-
gr^sse. or clapping of hands in the prescribed
manner. is put down on the notice paper for the
next meeting and duly performed. Marriages
and oth<-r Joyful events— the bestowal of a dec-
oration, for instance, on a brother

—
are ac-

claimed in the me way, and should any mem-
ber of th- li'dge distinguish himself by some
brilliant action .i full relation of the circum-
Ftances is made to the assembled brethren, pour
\u2666•ncourag^-r ex autres. In this way a military
Mason mentioned in dispatches is also mentioned
in'much sjr^iter detail to the other members of
his Masonic family- The death of a member, or
any of the n^ar relatives of a member, elicits a,

batterie ]c d«-uil. and, in some lodges, funeral
orations are delivered. In addition to these de-
vices for the maintenance of solidarity among
its own brethren, a lodge often enters into spe-
cially close relations with another by appoint-

ins delegates to pay frequent visits to the sister
lodge. The effort toward solidarity shows itself
in many other details of the Masonic organiza-
tion. Participation in the annual banquet of
the order is obligatory on every lodge. The
ticket is charged for, whether the delegate at-
tends the feast or not. The delegate himself (-.-
required to give' an undertaking to faithfully
discharge bis duties. His attendances at the
monthly meetings of the executive council are
carefully registered, and reported to hi». lodge
Very few or the delegates fall to take them-
selves seriously; and the debates are often long
ami arduous, to judfje by the official summaries-
—<<;. A. Roper, in The Nineteenth Century and
After.
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/>/ 7 I//. KEQI /A'/ Vfl A7/E\ TION.
From The Philadelphia Record.
Ifevery man is the architect of his own des-

tiny he should pay particular attention to the
fire escapes.

What kind of ducks are these?" asked the
toi in th< ornithological department at the

museum.
s.iid th" attendant. "We paid

.<1 <mhi fur those two specimens."
"<3osh!" exclaimed the visitor, turning to h!*

wife. "He says they paid $1.0011 for > in. Pve
Ik ughl finer dvi k^ for half a dollar many a
tiit:.- What have you got 'em in thai glass
ia \u25a0 :>'i v" be inquired, addressing the
again.

"Becan?e they are about thi mosl notable ex-
hibit we hay. Those t«ir s were shot in lN.r>f>.
Labrador ducks are now extinct."

"He says." explained the visitor, turning tr>

bis wife once more, "they put 'em in thai glass
case because they haven't a pleasant odor And
1 don't wonder at it. They were shot in 1856."

1 IMPRESSED.
From The i'hi( ago Tribune.

LORDLY LONDON ESTATES.

Let us now deal with a portion of London
already touched upon, and group a few << n-
timioifs estates. I! we t. •!<..\u25a0 th.- West Heath,
Hampstead, as our starting point, wo can go
around a boundary by the Wesi End Lane, Kii-

burii r';nk Road, and across to the Marble Arch,

on through New Oxford-st. to Portland Place.
und uii'i thai :his immense area, over three and
a l-a!f miles in length, and comprising some of
the finest property in London, consist almost
wholly (,f six of the estates enumerated here.
The London system <>f leaseholds is applied to
tii, whole of such properties, and many are Urn
problems of political, social, and economic Inter-

est presented by the result, but these are so far-
rea< hing thai they require separate treatment,

and ran only b. touched upon in this article, it.

is estimated that the annual income of three of
the nx estates referred to—namely, the Eyre,

the Portman and the Portland, all situate in
the parish of Marylebone

—
amounts to some-

whi re about £1.200,000, but it is impossible to
mv. the exact figures. It is stated by Mr. Ban-
Reid that in 18S8 about I.7SC leases were re-
newed on th<- Portman estate in and around,
Baker-st., and thai Mr. Hunt, the agent, re-
ceived fully 11 .•_:."»< \u25ba• mm» in "premiums" on tho
renewals, besides fixing a large number of th«i
reserved rents at an increase of eight times the
gum ij 'viously paid. This, however, is a techni-
cal part of the subject which may be illustrated
on a future occasion. As we writ--, it is an-
nounced that at the Mart. Tokenhouse Yard,
-on;" SSO feel of a site in Wormwood-st., <"ity,
h:i^ been sold for E3.510; while another in Re-
liance-si . Shoreditch -nol exactly a fashionable
quarter, but valuable for business purposes-
measuring some 5,578 feet, has been sold for
i.. j."ii». These facts only very partially indicate
the rang \u25a0 of values in London, but they will
as-si.-t the reader t-- understand th>- problem.

Further Illustrations of this phase of the land
question will »>e found in following the process
of demolition of property and transference of
busireFs caused by such operations as tha
"grand improvement scheme" of the London
County Council. A bootmaker and outfitter baa
removed from the old Hdywell-st. to a 3h©«
and baw meni on th<' south side of the Strand,
opposite. It :s a new building, and the rt-nt is
!vih> with local rates in addition. Again, while

<};•\u25a0 laM instance Is >>n the Norfolk <-«:tate, we
may gel another in the same thoroughfare on
the Salisbury property, for thf shops on the
ground floor of the Strand entrance to the
Hotel Cecil, together with th>- basements, are
io let. The rents required for the corner shops
,i» the entrance ar>- £2.000 per annum: for the
others £»00. When w<. remember t2>at the rat-
able value of London ia about t39.7tW.000 1, and
•i at no less than aboul ElK.OOO.flOfl of that sum
is represented by the value of th<- sit.-s. the
more ;\u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0•\u25a0 sive portion of the property, we
shall perceive th- significance Of these hiph
ients. « "hambers's Journal.

plained to me that ifhe were to do so he would
become so fearfully heavy that his weight would
break in two the poor little horse who had yet

to carry him many miles before sunset. While
J was laughing over this pantomime with my

white visitor, the. wily rogue vaulted into the
saddle and in a minute was out Of Sight Ever
since then Ihave fed the red man. 1 won't say

ungrudgingly, but certainly without hop.- of
reward.— (E. Lewthwaite, in The Empire Re-
view.

Original French Etchings ™

Edwards Mezzotints, English Prints.
Suitable for wedding; Kite*. card prize*,

tutors for < (.till.m*.

12 West 28th St. GEORGU BLSSE.

INDIANS IN THE NORTHWEST.
< nir .quests were an Immense intercs! to m

and we soon became great friends, "Old Joe,'

as we called him, being particular^ amusing

Having brought out a camera with me. I

broached the sum.-, iof a photograph to them.
\t first they seemed delighted with the idea

but wh<-n it came to the point "Old Joe" de< lined
t.. be taken; in fact he would nol be d m
Suddenly he disapwan d, an I aft< r a tin \u25a0

came back, an absolutely metamrrphosed l>:'--

Gone were the ancient trousers and the Bhahhj

coal and before up stood the nnble red man
with fringed buckskins, i laborate mori asln
knif.- m belt, altogether far mori llk< Fenlmore
Cooper's heroes than the ragtag and bobtail I

had previously seen. In this costume lie was
quite willingt<> have hia photograph taken The
dear vain old fellow! Bui he made a capital
] holograph, and Iam gled to have it. ?\u25a0\u25a0 !>•\u25a0

ha* parsed to the GreaJ Beyond, pneumonia
having carried him ofi as It carries off th< mn
jrrity oi his race. He was very delighted with
the photograph, of which I gave him a c«ipj

;,,,,) ever afterward evinced .. great interest it.
anything of the kin!, beins surprisingly clever
in recognizing likenesses. When he came t.

s.-.- us in our new hous* I remembei taking him
Into the drawing room and showing him the
photographs 1 had collected of dlffereni plaet-8
;,,,,i |.- ,i,!,.. ...i. being a group taken seven-
teen years before. In which he pointed oui cor-
rectly the five \u25a0: us whom he personally knew-

;i feat few of our own friends could have ac-
complished.

Iso \u25a0!! became quite fond of the Indians in

their ways they are like little children. Treat
them kindly and they will do almost anything
y..u v.ant. Iadmit they are very lazy, and i
found it difficult i-< gel them to do any iittl.
••ch'i«" for me in exchange f>>r the meal 1
gave them. Generally they pretended nol to
understand what Isaid. One w-k !had fed
about a dozen, and when the thirteenth came !
said to a friend who was staying with us: "I'm
going to make this one do something in return.
He shall chop me Borne word." "W< 11, make
him do it first." my friend replied, "or else he'll
skip out as soon as h«-'s bad hi> meal." Accord
ingly, Itried to explain t-> the Indian what I
wished him to do, whereupon he exotalned to
me l»y many signs that he was so faint for lack
ct fo.d that li-- could not possibly chop wood
till he had something to Bupport his waning
energies. To this very rational request 1 had
to give in. After eating with much relish about
half what 1 «aye him he rose to depart. 1
begged him to eat more. Very graphically, he ex-

houses and ordinaries in the days of Swift and
Steele and Addison, of the club <\u25a0! the Johnso-
nian era. the tavern's best room its habitat, with

rules which now excite :i smile; the twenty-
four mcmlx rs of the Essex Street Club, found-d
by Johnson shortly before hia death, to meet
three times ;i week—"he who misses forfeits
twopence"— the library at Streatham, Coleridge a
table, Rogers's breakfasts, and, later still, those
of Monckton Milnes. It is true that Swift pays
compliments to Stella on her conversational
powers; that l>r. Johnson spoke highly of Mrs.
Montagu's wit: that, in his day, the Duchess o
Portland and Mrs. Dehiny went by the name of
the "old wits"; that Mrs. Thrale's conversation
was delightful, and that Mra Chapone, in Epite
of her infirmities and uncommon ugliness,

charmed all who approached her with her silver
speech. At all times there have been women
who have made their mark among the conversa-
tionalists of their day; but their position was- a
subordinate cue. and it is evident that in that
"concert" the part they played was very gen-
erally that of the second violins. So much is
this the ease that a writer of the present day.

in a chapter on "Conversation," speaking •\u25a0\u25a0'

Bowood, Panshanger. and Holland House, re-
minds us that "the Bociety of Lord Lansdowne,

I^ord Holland and Lord Melbourne was also
the society of Brougham and Mackintosh, Ma-
caulay and Sydney Smith. Luttrell and Samuel
Rogers," but mentions none of the women who
also helped to compose it.

The moment we < ross the Channel all is
changed. From Mesdames de Rambouillet and
de Sevigne to Mme. Mohl we mov< in a
womanly atmosphere, and have the impression

that for some two centuries all the good con-
versation of Paris took place in some lady's
Balon; that it was led, controlled, and directed
by her, while neither rank, wealth, nor beauty

were Indispensable qualifications for admitting

her Into thai magnificent sisterhood whii h in a"

unbroken succession possessed the art of tenir
mi salon.

All the most famous men made part of tain
brilliant company; bui it would Beem that, with
the true French gallantry of other day.-, they

bad effaced themselves before posterity, so as
to leave the undivided renown to the women.
Those queens of conversation sprang from so
many different ranks and conditions • f life!
Some, like the Marquises de Rambouillet and le
Sevigne. the Duchesses d<- Duras and Mmc tie
Stael. born in the iurple of hi^h rank and Btat< .
breathing the atmosphere of court an Ir»olittc-s?
from their earliest years; some, and they were
not the least oowerful, attaining to sovereigntj
by their own talent*. Among these we count
Mme. Roland. Mile. 'Lespinasse. Sophie Arnould
and Mme. MohL The holder of a salt n m.._-l:t be
old and blind, rich and powerful, poor and risen
from the smallest bourgeoisie, a duchess oi an
opera Binger; she need not even be verj lever,

but three qualities were IndispensaliK great
ta< t. a sincere desire to please, and, above all,
that quality so essentially P*rench that then
no word for it In any other language esprit
(The <"• rnhill Magazine.

TALK IN ENGLAND AND FRANCE.

It is a noteworthy fact that in considering
English conversationalists we find ourselves* al-

most entirely among men. Prom Dean Swift to
Sydney Smith. Itacaulay and Holers, we move
in a "masculine atmosphere— snug coffee

FIX IN IRISH NEWSPAPERS.
y. \u0084 \u0084. nriviiews of livingin Ireland is

,^,',2.. !i" Irish papers. They are full
r i-H,d thirs" Some of these are due to the

™ty of the printer, some to the eloquence -I'

g£writa: or the speaker. Printer* errors in

U-.--M and elsewhere, have. It is well known,„ ,„,.'„always accidental, one is often led to

«tatak that those which now prevail an- some-

5 ;•!« du?£ a subtle sense of humor such as
V», t which causes "The Freeman to speak of

S' • lorkh.'ad^ ? y,,,-m in South Africa Hut

when the type is bopetessly confused, and the
(.'.r encounters a collection \u0084f consonants

ai,.-renily thrown together at \u0084: d. \u0084, ,1may

t.e tlat the printer ;had some drink taken.

!.>. ThY ... Times"-the respectable- organ

rfSdlorfs-^infonna us, on the :«Hh of Janu-
.;,,„ proposals are "to?

miiT to form a "basis of peace -«o doubt
SSft* "too general/ The .statement in

froM.t paper that a certain officer us ap-

?»•r-cd AB.C to the Lord Lieutenant gitaes
Kfi^mtny thoughts: In "The O-rk l-.xam-

•
«\u25a0 necember <: U»01, we read of a hospital

'^..."l» * 'A that she had administered to
\u0084 ,t -.n -antisceptic lotion"; and we may

fr' :-t:
-t r-tvr than by th« doctor.

1 ;',' :u leader i,, -The Freeman again.'' -
ir-arv -1 last, contains the following°" ...... to the successful career of

JSfSSent I'ope Catholics should pray that
f';; ".H smay grow, and that the hand

mi h « K-M..... r.ook of Peter to so steady

i".urt through the quicksands may no be
t'.v"l till the Pilot has reached the haven.

rvadVr-s mind will Inevitably conjure up

tb- picture of a venerable pontiff «Ju ng on

a hook. which i.- slowly being sucked down.
vhiThe attempts to fight the wav.-s it* Ma

pen. X., doubt we should understand the bark
,f Peter** to be meant; but even then it does not

Zem likely that a pilot who has guided his
shin into the quicksands will ever reach any

heard of th.- man who never opened

\u25a0\u25a0 \u0084,. is ,-.\u25a0,, ..-1.-.1 to !'..*\u25a0 »«\u25a0 .."\u25a0;
In hand »Kn i-: . '

Hut "this might make it less convenient for the

ordinary mouth. This statement •;;;\u25a0,--;-;
th»- fui.i-ci of \u25a0 striking picture.—!Blackwood \u25a0

Magazii;'-.
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