1

NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE. FRIDAY. APRif 18. 1902. TS

J. L. WELLS ON EAST SI

DE PLANS

‘TAX BOARD PRESIDENT SAYS IT WOULD ADD 70 THE
CITY’'S DEBT INCURRING CAPACITY.

EFFECT ON REAL ESTATE

JAMES L. WELLS SAYS EAST SIDE SUD-
WAY WOULD ADD GREATLY TO
ASSESSED VALUATION.

*Phe construction of an East Side subway is
an absolute necessity. The extension of the
underground railroad will work out Its own sal-
wvation. More rapid transit means a greater de-
velopment of the city, and accordingly an in-
crease in its taxable property. By thus increas-
$ng the taxahle property of the city the debt
3imiit, which is cone-tenth of the city’s taxable
preperiv, will also be increased. With the in-
crease of the debt limit it will thus be easier to
builéd other municipal improvements and more
undergrovnd railroads.”

_ This statement was made vesterday by James
L. Wells, the president of the Board of Tax
Commissioners, in indorsing the proposition of
begirning the preliminary work for an East Side
subway imimediate Mr. Weils, prior to his
appointment Tax Commissioner, was presi-
@ent of the North Side Board of Trade, which
to a wide extent represents the interests of The
Bronx Mr. Wells
has an extended knowledge of the increase in
values hich s occurred in that part of the
city as a result of the improvement of existing

as

As a deailer In real estaile,

wh

gneans of transportation in this borough.

“The prestige of this city, as the metropolis
of this country,” added Nr. Welis, “depends on
the extension and improvement s rapid
transit system. People will come here to make
their homes as fas: as new homes can be built,

-
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®ané homes will be built in proportion as ade-
guate means of transit are granted. The city

will spread out, anrd the sparsely settled parts
will become densly peopnled as fast these out-
lying districts are brought into close contact
wvith the city’s centre by means of swiftly mov-
dng trains.

“The history of real estate improvement of
the city has gone hand in hand with the im-
provement of its lines of rapid transit. I am
speaking now of the surface and elevated lines,
With the completinn of the subway,
posed, stili greater facilities of travel will be
offered our people, and the results in the im-
provement and the increase of population will
be corresvendingly greater than what has re-
sulted from the extenslon and improvement of
the present means of transit. A casual glance
@t the plan of the present tunnel, which taps
only a part of The Bronx, and, cur off to the
wvest, jeaves the great East Side without the
Tacilities an unaerground railroad; suf-
ficient to show the need of a direct East Side
goute on the lines recommended by John B.
McDonald, which would connect with the Len-
at One-hundred-and-forty-
snth-st. and Third-ave,, and with the m line
g1 Fortyv-second-st. or Fourteenth-st.

“With the compiletion of an adequate under-
ground =y of reilroads connecting The
PBronx wi'h the lower part of Manhattan prop-
erty a'ong its route wiil be increased in value
gnany millions of dollars. An East Side branch
aill especially benefit The Bronx, inasmuch as
§t will cut down the time of traneit from this
part of the greater city to the business section of
Manhattan by the establishment of a direct line.

“In this connection I would call attention to
the following talle, which will show the tre-
gnendous jump in the real estate valuation of
he Bronx since 1890, which is contemporaneous
awitk the extension of the elevated line north of
the Harlem River:
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*The official reports of the Tax Commissioners
sghew, first, that the total assessed value of real
estate in The Bronx is greater than the total
equalized assessed value of real estate in any
©of the sixty-one counties of the State, except
New-Yor Kinzs and Erie; se=cond, that the
total as ed value of real estate in The Bronx

equalized agssessed
Cortland, Clinton,

than the total
walue of the counties
Franklin, Essex, Fulton, Greene, Hamilton,
Lewis, Putnam, Schoharie, Schuyler, Seneca,
Sullivan, Tioga, Warren and Yates combined.
“One example of the rise in valuation caused
By the extension of the elevated lines as far as
T¥remont, and one which I had personal knowl-
edge of, is the following: In 1891 four acres,
consisting of fortv-eight city lots, at One-
hundred-and-seventy-second-st. and Third-ave,,
were sold for $36,000, or $§750 a lot. After the
completion of the line as far as One-hundred-
and-seventy-fifth-st. four of these lots were sold
for $H56000, or $12,500 each. This would show
an increase of valuation of more than 1,600 per

ds greater
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“With the construction of the underground
road. affording, as it will, a still better means
of rapid 1ransit, the valuations of property in

s of the city now undeveloped which will

reached by the road will increase tremen-
dously. The construction of an East Side subway
would thus increase the valuations of property,
®0 that the expense of its construction (which,
2s we know, does not fall upon the city, but
simply means an extension of its credit) would
be returned many times over.”
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PUMPING TO START IN TUNNEL TO-DAY.

| overflows of the rivers and streams of the State

Pumps ané machinery for pumping out the old
anfinished tunnel between Fifteenth and Provost
sts., Jersey City, and DMorton-st., this clty, were
placed in position yesterday, and the pumping will
begin to-day. President E. F. C. Young, of the
troiiey syndicate which has undertaken the com-
pletion of the tunnel, said vesterday that the en-

had compieted their preliminary arrange-
menis, and that as soor as the excavation was
pumped out they would take soundings to test
the solidity of the tunnel, and the bering would
de completed. The tunnel is completed for more
than two-thirds of the distance,

known to the medical pro-
fession, and is

And see that you GET it
Substitutes are WORTHLESS
and often HARMFUL.

Label fs Biuc with Red Center.

HARLEM MEN OUTSPOKEN.

ORGANIZATIONS THERE ALSO SUPPORT

‘THE EAST SIDE SUBWAY
PROPOSITION.

The present agitation for a subway on the |

East Side has met the support of the repre-
gentative citizens of Harlem. Already the Har-
lem Club has adopted resolutions favoring such
an extension of the rapid transit system, and
at a meeting which will be held next Monday
night it is expected that the RHarlem Board of
Commerce, whose potent influence has already
been successfully exerted in the interests and
for the improvement of this part of the city,
will take similar action in urging the Joard of
Rapid Transit Commissioners to take immedi-
ate action by aathcrizing a survey for an East
Side subway. At a meeting of the directorate of
the board, held recently, resolutions in favor of
such an underground railroad were unanimously

adopted.

Those directors of the board who were seen by
reporters expressed their hearty indorsement of
proposition to begin the preliminary work
Willlam

the
on an East Side subway immediately.

A. Martin, president of the board, said:

1 gladly welcome the opportunity of rm"nrd.ing
myself in favor of a subway to the east of Cen-
ra] Park. Such an improvement will offer re-
residents of Harlem, by affording
live to the east of Fifth-ave. rapid
jes which they now lack, and the
Y i benefit the residents of
the western side of Harlem, by relieving the
Lenox-ave. branch of the subway of some of
the tremendous traffic which will ultimately g0
to this tributary of the rapid transit system.

2lsc

fmpre

A. Riesenberg, business manager of the firm
of H. . . Koch & Cc., and a director of the
Harlem Board of Commerce, said:

An Fast Side subway is a positive necessity,
and I cannot be quoted too strongly in its favor.
will certainiv prove of great benefit to the
i of the East Side, who, is well
wn, are now suffering from inadequate trans-
ation facilities.
ery possible endeavor should be made to se-
cure the approval of the Board of Rapid Transit
Commissioners, and to bring about their im-
action 1n authorizing the preliminary
work for such a feeder to the present rapid
ransit system.
there is sufficient money to carry on the
and an appropriation can be obtained, the
construction of such a subway should be begun
racticable

une is to be commended for agitating
mprovement, and I have no doubt that
1 am also pleased
to see that the movement has the support of
“The Warlem Local Reporter,” representing, as
it the local interests of this part of the

city.

J. R. Senior, proprietor of the department
store at No. 218 West One-hundred-and-twenty-
member of the directorate of

nts as

such an
ss will attend its efforts,

joes
does,

fifth-cc., and a

the board, said:

Th» ¥ast Side must have better transporta-
tion raciliti and an East Side subway along
lLexington-ave., in my mind, is a remedy of the
sitnation. While I do not think that the time
is quite ripe for the construction of such a
branch of the rapid transit system, I do believe
the preliminary work can be undertaken at once.
the best thoroughfare for

lexington-ave. 1s
such a feeder of the central system, and I do
not think that the construction of an under-

ground railroad there would meet with any great
opposition on the part of property owners.

J. J. Sperry, the coa! merchant. at No. 237

West One-hundred-and-twenty-fifth-st,, who is
also a director of the board, said:

The people of the East Side deserve consid-
eration in the question of rapid transit, and the
time has come, in my opinion, when the pre-
liminary work for an East Side subway should
be begun. One reason that there should not be
ar elay in this improvement is that there will
be a full equipment of machinery on hand at
the completion of the present underground rail-
road, and if the preliminary steps are taken now
for an st Side branch actual construction can
begin two years from now, and some of this
machinery can he utilized. Although 1 am,
technically speaking, a resident of the West Side
of Harlem, vet I do not believe that the West

Side she i be alone in its enjovment of im-
proved rapid transit facilities.
The East Side subway will be welcomed by

many people who now are compelled to use the
trains of the New-York Central and the New-
Haven roads, and who object to the steam and
smoke in the Park-ave. tunnel. I favor Lex-
irgten-ave. as the reute for an East Side sub-
way, and think that it could be built at a less
expense there than in Third-ave. or Second-ave,
R e S o

A STATE WATER STORAGE COMMISSION.

GOVERNOR ODELL NAMES IT TO CONSIDER SPRING
FRESHETS.

Albany, April 17.—Governor Odell to-dav appoint-
ed the following members of the State Water Stor-
age Commission: Olin H. Landreth, of Schenec-
tady County: John L. King, of Onondaga County;
Elnathan Sweet, of Albany County; George W.
Rafter, of Monroe County, and Charles Finch, of
Warren County.

The commission is appointed pursuant to Chapter
400 of the Laws of 1%2. That act provides that a
ccmmission of eight members shall be created, to
consist of the Attorney General, the State Engineer

and Surveyor, the State Forest, Fish and Game
Commissioner and flve members to be appointed by
the Governor, The law charges the commission to
investigate the cause of the spring freshets and

and to recommend to the legislature what should
be done to prevent their recurrence. The sum of
$5,000 is appropriated for the expenses of the com-
mission.

MR. STRANAHAN AT APPRAISERS STORES.

Collector Stranahan and H. C. Stuart, his secre-
tary, visited yesterday the Appiraisers’ Stores,
which constitute the sixth division of tne depart-
ment here. This is the last division to be visited
personally by the new Collector.

the visit excepting that he was pleased with the
dispatch with which the work was being conducted
at the stores. Besides paying an official visit to
Appraiser Whitehead the Collector went thoroughly
over the whole ground and watched the men at
their work in all departments.
e

"MORTGAGE AND SECURITY OFFICERS.

At a meeting yvesterday of the stockholders and
incorporators of the New-York Mortgage and Se-
curity Company the following directors were elect-
ed: Charles T. Barney, Cyril H. Burdett, Edward
M. Burghard, John D. Crimmins, James A. Deer-
ing, William F. Havemeyer, James B. Hodgskin,
Clinton R. James, Willlam Jay, Edgar J. Levey,
Peter McDonnell, Theodore F. Miller, Andrew Mills,

Charles W. Morse, Willlam E. Harmon, Francis K.
Pendleton., Eugene A. Philbin, H. R. Steele, Oak-
leigh Thorne, Warner Van Norden and George Za-
briskie.

The following officers were elected: President,
Edgar J. Levey; vice-presidents, John D. Crim-
mins and Charles T. Baraey; secretary, Cyril H.
Burdett; treasurer, H. R. Stecle.

The company’'s capital is §1.000,000, and the =ur-
lus is $260.000. The busine il

o uag I - slm k;eflransampd
€ principally the guaranteeing of mortgages o
New-York City real estate. i 2

UNITED STATES STEEL BOND MEETING.

OmMclal notice has been given that at the special
meeting of the shareholders of the United States
Steel Company, to be held at Hoboken on May 19,
a serles of resolutions adopted at the directors’
meeting on April 1 will be voted upon as follows:

A resolution declaring it to be advisable that
holders of two million shares of preferred stock
consent to the redemption of that amount out of
an issue of 5 per cent ten-sixty bonds, or the
proceeds of such bonds; the resolution authorizing
the issue of $250,000,000 bonds, to be secured by a
mortgage hen or pledge upon the DroPerty and the
stocks of other corporations now heid and owned
or hereafter acquired by the United States Steel
Corporation, and authorizing the offer to preferred
.tlﬁckholder- of the $250,000, bonds at par, pay-
;“ aeoo $200,000,000 in grererred stock at par and
v 000 in cash; the resolution authorizing the
bcug. and sale for cash of the additional $30,000,000

ads; the resolution authorizing and a?rovlng a
ionctzut between the ion and J. P. Morgan
offer by them to et

h
bonds, and for the acquisition by them of th: b::c
not taken by the preferred lto{:kholdeu. e

On his return the |
Collector said that he had nothing to say regarding

MOUNT VERNON HARD UP.

CLEVELAND FIRM WILL XNOT TAKE
BONDS AND BACK SALARIES

REMAIN UNPAID.

There is disappointment in Mount Vernon over
the failure of W. J. Hayes & Co., a firm of Cleve-
land (Ohio) bond buyers, to take an issue of $130,000
deficiency bonds recently awarded to it. The city
expected to use the proceeds of the sale to pay its
floating indebtedness. It owes the police and fire-
men for three months' services, the school board
has overdrawn its aceount at the banks for
teachers’ salaries, and at a recent meeting of the
aldermen a letter was read from the managers of
the Mount Vernon Hospital in which they stated
that if they did not soon receive the $1,i00 the city
the institution it might have to close its
doors. Some of the policemen, it is said, have be-
come so much in need of money that they are
borrowing from saloonkeepers.

The floating indebtedness amounts to about $175,-

owes

! 000, which was accumulated under the recent Demo-

Included among the credit-
school teachers and

administration.
firemen,

cratie
ors are policemen,

| all employes of the city, also the water and light

| companies and the newspapers.

The Westchester
bill alone amounts to about
$30,000. The company has not been paid in six
months, The deficiency bonds were put through
by the Republicans, who are now in charge of the
city and were authorized by law, but the bond
firm, after bidding them in, decided that the city
was bevond the debt limit or very mnearly up to it,
and has therefore decided to take only $42,000 of the
securitles.

It is said that there i{s doubt as to whether the
firm will even take this amount, and Controller
Seder of Mount Vernon is in correspondence with
its representatives on the subject. Mavor Fiske
and Controller Seder have held that $400.000 in tem-
porary bends running for periods of less than five
vears could not be counted against the constitu-
tional debt limit, but the Cleveland firm, in de-
clining the deficiency bonds, has shown that it
makes no distinction between them and the long
term bonds. In order to zeitle the question of how
the city stands in regard to the debt limit, the
Common Council has decided to employ ex-Judge
John F. Dillon, of this city, to make an examina-
tion and detailed renort of all indebtedness,

In the mean while the city’s ereditors are having
a long wait. It is said that even if the firm takes
$42000 of the bonds, the proceeds will not go to
the loeal ereditors, as it will require the greater
part of this amount to pay interest now about due

1 Tt

Lighting Company’s

on bonds he first relief that can come will be
from the mn_ of taxes, which has been de-
laved by the tchester County Supervisors, who
are just adopting the table of equalization of

taxes and assessments, which should have been in

two months ago.

TO SUE ENGLISH ALKALI COMPANY

AMERICAN FIRM WANTS ACCOUNT OF AL-
LEGED SECRET PROMOTING PROFITS.

Camden, N. J., April 17.—A special meeting of the
stockholders of the American Alkall Company was
held here to-day to consider the report of the com-
mittee appointed to investigate the accounts of
the company after an assessment of §10 a share
had been levied on the preferred stock. The com-
mittee's statement was presented by Allen T. Dixon
and gave the Information that a full investigation
of the company’'s accounts had been made, result-
ing in the discovery of certain discrepancies.

The annual report of the Commercial Develop-
ment Company of England, a econcern engaged in
the same line of business, was examined and
showed receipts in compensation for patents pur-
chased from the American Alkali Company amount-
1!_:.' to £108652, but f or nearly

0.0 of the n the Alkall com-
7's books to ha ] for patents. The
that the British co ny had

jer paymant nir tho 4 unas-

r
s of the common
can Alkali Company.
Mr. Dixon said 5
to counsel, who
a suit against ti
account for the
been made o
Alkali Compan
President Brown in an address to the stockhold-
ers stated that the compar attorneys were of
the opinion that {t would 1 ossible to bhring suit
for the $10 assessment on the preferred stock
against the true owners of the stock, despite any
u-_rl-_)‘m!re:l u\';nr-rahm.
he shareholders ratified the action of t} an-
agement in deciding to enter suit, £ the nixy

stock of the Amerl-

10 informantion warranted
» promoters, calling upon them to
'ret profits that had evidently
of the promotion of the American
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SOLD LIQUOR: LOST INSURANCE.

CHARGE THAT THE EXTISE LAW WAS VIOLATED

IN A BOARDING HOUSE

Violation of the Exelse
reason why

law was held 1o he a good
an insurance company need not pay a
logs on a house on which it had taken a risk, in
the Supreme Court yesterday.

The suit was brought by Jnseph K. Ellenbogen
as receiver for Michael Early, the German
American Insurance Company, to recover on a pol-

#alnst

fcy of fire insurance. The company set up the de-
fence that it had taken a risk on a building to b«
used as a boarding h ¢, that the law had been
viclated by the sale of liquor on the premises, and

Ny was not ijable,
Justice Steckler and a
the defendani was

that therefore the cor
The case was tried
jury and a verdict in favor of
given.

ore
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ACCUSE CITY OF COMMERCIALISM.
WANT
BY HEALTH

MANUFACTURING DRIUC STS SALES OF

VIRTU'S AND ANTITOXIN

BOARD STOPPED.

Bartow S. Weeks headed a delegation of drug-
gists and manufacturing chemists that visited the
Mayor yesterday to urge him to reduce the *“com-
mercialism’” of the Department of Health in sell-
ing vaccine virus and antitoxin. A petition signed
by over one thousand physicians and manufactur-
and retail drggists, was left with

ing wholesale
the Mayor.
The petition said, regarding this selling:

Firet—TIt imposes duties on the bacteriologists
which. extremely repugnant to the sclentific mind,
distract their attention from those that come with-
in their legitimate province.

Second—It 18 contrary to the principles of politi-
cal science, unjust to mercantile interests and ex-
ercises a disturbing influence in commerce.

Third—It tends to  diminich  the confidence
which all sections of the community ought to have
fn a department of the municipality that more
than any other requires the co-operation of the
public in carrying out its important functions. Let
the gratuitous distributions of vaccine virus and
antitoxin continue, but eliminate the commercial-
ism by stopping the sales.

Bartow 8. Weeks said that Section 1,226 of the
charter gave the Board of Health the right to sell
surplus vaccine virus. The money made by this
sale was in two special funds, created in the Cham-
berlain’s office, (1) the fund for gratuitous vaccina-
tion, which last year had an unexpended balance
of $1,500, and (2) the antitoxin fund, which last year
amounted to $20,90, and had an unexpended bal-
ance of over 000, He asserted that commercial-
fsm was being brought into the government by the
annual increases in the revenue from this product.

The Mayor did not seem to be favorably im-
pressed by the arguments. Je said the question
tad been brought before him sev 1 times since
the first of the year. "I know this Is 2 matter that
requires attention,” he added.  “‘I do not think it
at all practicable to deal with the question with
this budget. 1t cannot be dealt with out of hand,
but we may deal with it in the fall budget.”

Walter L. Hawley, a ne aper man, spoke
against the suggestion advan 1 by the delegation,
He said it was purely in the interest of some large
manufacturing concerns, which were trying to get
an antitoxin on the market, but could not, as it
was known that the antitoxin manufactured by
the Board of Health was pure. He sald the ques-
tion of life was more important than the expendi-
ture of a few thousand dollars.

“Yonu seem to agree with me, Mr. Hawley ' said
the Mayor. “that there is another side to this
question.'”

Bl iRl e Y
TUNNEL WRECK SUITS BEGUN,
ACTION OF MRS. L. G. DIMON, WHO HAS FIVE
CHILDREN TO SUPPORT, ON TRIAL.

In the Supreme Court at White Plains yesterday
three suits of $100.000 each for damages against the
New-York Central Railroad for the killing of New-
Rochelle residents in the tunnel wrock were be-
gun. There is much speculation as to how much
a Westchester jury will award for each death.
Justice Keogh ordered the action of Mrs. Lottie
G. Dimon, the widow of Henry G. Dimon, to be
tried frst. Mr. Dimon was a brother-in-law of
District Attorney J. Addison Young, and was one
of the officers of the American Locomotive Com-
pany. His widow sues for $190,000. She has five
children to support. Mrs. Dimon, dressed in deep
mourning and accompanied by her little ones, was
Ty

e railroad is represented by John F. Brennan
and Charles F. Paulding, and glthough they have
no defence they spent half the afternoon chal-
lenging jurymen. Each one was asked he
wouid render heavier damages against the New-
York Central than any other company, and each

said “No."” ke al will be tin A
after which the sults of the helr:O:t )lnr: m
E. Frank

Howard, a bride of six
Cosby will be tried. Thontin, S0l

AIDIN THE WAR ON SHARKS

ORGANIZATIONS WHICH ARE HELPING
THE TRIBUNE'S CRUSADE.

FRUITS OF THE FIGHT SHOWN IN THE RAP-
IDLY DECREASING NUMBER OF AR-
RESTS IN INSTALMENT CASES.

The fruits of The Tribune crusade against the
instalment dealers and the three or four mar-
shals who are closely identified with them are
now beginning to be realized. The University
Settlement committee, headed Dby Samuel
Thorne, jr., of District Attorney Jerome's staff,
is hard at work investigating the situation.
The Legal Aid Society is in close touch with
A. C. Kenyon, who is fighting the same fight in
the Italian distriets. Miss Loew, of the Legal
Ald Society, and Mr. Kenyon had a consuitation
yvesterday and planned the preparation of
charges, which will be filed with the Mayor in
time for his investigation, when he takes up
the matter in May.

Another valuable ally in the struggle is Dr.
David Blaustein, the head of the Educational
Alliance, who has been following The Tribune
fight with great interest and is studying the
question at the present time. Dr. Blaustein
hopes to be able to present the matter througn
the pages of the Jewish daily press, which
reaches a large population on the KEast Side.
Bimilarly, Gino C. Speranza has promised to
work through the Italian daily papers.

Charges against certain marshals continue
to pour into the Mayor’'s office, where they are
carefully filed, waiting the action of Mr. Low,
There are also good reasons to suppose that
the time is not far distant when certain of the
most flagrant of the outrages will be heard in
criminal courts.

The heartiest co-operation has been furnished
The Tribune by Sheriff O'Brien and Warden
Sullivan, of Ludlow Street Jail. The practices
that they have witnessed have stirred them
deeply. Sheriff O'Brien has avowed his inten-
tion of going to Albany at the next session and
attempting to secure some legislative remedy
for the existing situation. Meanwhile, the Legal
Aid Society is immediately informed of any
instalment prisoner’'s commitment to Ludlow
Street Jail, and is able to investigate the case
at onece,

In the Second District Court, where by far the
largest number of instalment cases come up
for trial, Justice Bolte has taken advantage of
the publicity The Tribune has given the instal-
ment cases to deliver several severe lectures to
those concerned in such cases.

Still another day has passed without any ar-
rest In instalment cases. This is the record low
water mark. As The Tribune announced re-
cently, prior to its agitation of the instalment
question the number of prisoners committed to
Ludlow Street Jail on instalment aggre-
gated twenty-five or thirty a week. Examina-
tion of the figures for the last two weeks re-
veals some interesting things. During the week
ending April § there were fifteen commitments
in these cases; of these six were brought by
Marshal Abrahamson, five by Marshal Com-
minsky and one aplece by Marshal Lee and four
other marshals. For the week ending April 12
there were twelve commitments, eight of which
were made by Marshal Abrahamson, two by
Marshal Comminsky and one apiece by Marshal
Lee and another marshal. During the present
week there has been only one, and that was not
made by any of the marshals named. These
facts furnish a very significant testimony of the
result of The Tribune's efforts.

Mr. Kenyon, who was seen by a Tribune re-
porter yesterday, seemed very much elated over
the results of the fight.

“Our friends the instalment dealers are lying
low just now,” said he. *“They are thoroughly
scared, I think The Tribune has rendered great
service in the publicity it has given the w hole
matter. 1 am In communication with the Legal
Aid Society, and while T hope to secure criminal
prosecution for some of the people concerned I
shall certainly assist in preparing evidence for
the Mayor. You would be surprised to notice
the utterly different attitude the marshals and

cases

instalment dealers show now. A great work
has been accomplished.”

In one of the municipal courts yesterd:
morning one of the Strombergs was forced to
take back the four watches he had sold, and
was not allowed to get costs. This action by the
justice will prove & it blow to the instal- |
ment dealers who ‘customed to refuse to

receive their property back, and go to court in
order to colleet the extortionate price originally
asked. In all cases the contracts specify that
the buyer can return the property, but F
ter of fact he is nev allowed to do that
out paying a big pri ge.

1. C. Ringwalt, of the Legal Aid Society, told
a Tribune reporter terday that he thought
that the action of his society in the matter of
preferring charges was now assured.

“I ecannot tell you at present how many dif-
ferent people are assisting us,” said he, “but I
have no hesitation in saying that I am assured
now of a successful outcome of the matter. We
shall go right ahead investigating and filing
complaints until the Mayor is ready to act, and
by that time we shall have some very valuable
and convincing testimony.”

A POOL IN TUGBOATS.

PRINCIPAL, TOWING COMPANIES TO COM-

BINE TO PREVENT RATE CUTTING.

A movement 1s on foot to combine the principal
towing companies of the harbor in an assoclation,
or pool. for the purpose of controlling the towing
business of this port, and securing a uniform
schedule of rates. If the proposed pool goes into
effect it will result in an advance in towing rates
and will virtually drive out the small tug owners,
who are s=ald to be responsible for much of the
present rate cutting. Most of the important tow-
ing companies have given options on their stock
and plants to the promoter of the scheme, whose
name they will not divulge. These options are to
expire on May 17, unless all have agreed to the
plan of organization, which is still to be formu-
lated.

Among the companies which have already given

these options are Frederick B. Dalzell & Co.
Kiernan & Co., the Moran Towing Company, the

Mutnal Towing Company, the New-York Harbor
Towboat Company. E. E. Barrett & Co., and the
White Star Towing Company.

“There is very little that 1 can tell you on the
subject,” sald Mr. Dalzell yesterday, “beyond the
fact that a movement is on foot. Who the prime
movers are I absolutely do not know. None of the
towhoat men who are interested know any more
than the fact that options have been asked for
and given on thelr stock and plants, with a view
to organizing a pqol, or combination of the prinei-
pa! towing companies in the harbor.”
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VIADUCT BILL THOUGHT TO BE DEAD.

GOVERNOR WILL NOT BE ABLE TO GIVE HEAR-
ING TO MOUNT VERNON PEOFPLE.

It was reported in Mount Vernon yesterday that
the bill enabling that city to build a $400,000 viaduct
over the New-York and Harlem Ralilroad in West
Mount Vernon was probably dead. The bill pro-
vided that the State should pay one-fourth of the
cost of the improvement, and this, it is said, is
what led Governor Odell to declde not to sign the
measure, as he feared that it would form a prec-
edent and that other municipalities would be ask-
ing for similar assistance next year, Mayvor Fiske
heard yesterday that the Governor would probably
veto the bill and wired him to set a date for a

ublic hearing on it. Governor Odell replied that

t would be impossible for him to give the hearing
as he was about to start on a Western trip. The
New-York and Harlem Rallroad was to have paid
one-half of the expense of the viaduct, the State
one-fourth and the city one-fourth. The Unlon
Railway Company, which would run its cars over
it between Mount Vernon and Yonkers, offered to
bear $25,000 of the city’s expense, so that the via-
duct, if built, would cost Mount Vernon only about

$75,000.
—————— —
SPIRITS DISTRIBUTING (0. DISSOLVED.

Tranton, N. J., April 17.—Acting on the advige of
Attorney General McCarter, Samuel D. Dickinson,
Secretary of State, has accepted and filed a certifi-
cate of dissolution of the Spirits Distributing Com-
pany, the payment of dividends on whose preferred
stock was guaranteed by the Distilling Company
of America, The fight to enjoin the dissolution

made by the minority stockholders i

States courts was rinéwed when tﬂ.”é%n‘fé‘é‘:{:

of dissolution was recelved here two days ago.

Vi us technieal &rounds were assigned for pot

mt:gchg; oortlm ate, which led Secretary Dick-
u e rs u vised

Attorney Gannnpl ho'ptaopemt. .. e

SKY SIGN§ FIGHT TO GO ON.

PRESIDENT CANTOR WILL PUSH ORDI-
NANCE IN SPITE OF RIVES'S OPINION.

.-

Borough President Cantor does not agree with
the Law Department that the city has no jurisdic-
tion over sky signs. At a conference held by Mr.
Cantor, Buildings Superintendent Stewart and Mr.
Aiken, the supervising architect, it was agreed
that the ordinance concerning sky signs, intro-
duced at their request in the board, should be
pushed vigerously, notwit nstanding the opinion of
Mr. Rives, as it is deemed advisable to pass the
crdinance if pessible, and to have the courts de-
its validity. President Cantor said:
has become so great, beoth
as well as from the

termine

*“This nuisance
an artistic point of view
of view of aanger to pedestrs that some
cal steps in this direction must be taken. The
Bureau of Buildings is constantly besiezed wWiin
plans for these projected ‘sky signs,’ and some of
of formidable sizes, of them un-

from
point
rad-

them are man ]
wieldy, and all of them dangerot to lite and
limb.”

BISSERT RELEASED ON BAIL.

HI1S OLD BOND DOUBLED—CASE MAY GO TO
COURT OF APPEALS.

George RBissert, the former wardman of the
Fifth-st. poli2 station, to whom was granted a
new trial by the Appeliate Division of the Supreme
Court after he had served several menths of his

Lsontﬂu‘e at Sing Sing, was released on bail yes-

terday. He was brought to this city on Wednesday
evening and lodged in the Tombs. Deputy Sheriff
Kelly, who had the prisoner in custody, permitted
Bissert to visit awhile with relatives after reaching
the city, before going to the Tombs with him.
Yesterday -norning F. B. House, Bissert's counsel,
made an application for the release of the prisoner
on bail. He asked Judge Newburger, in the Court
of General Sessions, to fix the bail at $2,508, the
amount of Bissert's former bail

Assistant District Attorney Sandford asked to
have the bail increased to §10,00, saying: “The
District Attorney probably will take the case to the
Court of Appeals. When Bissert's
300 before, he was a member of the police
force and not iikely to run away. While 2 man
might respond to a bail Lond when he expected a
new trial, he might not respond if the Court of
Appeals decided that the sentence should stand
and that he must return to prison.”

Judge New er took time to consider the case,

and 1n the afternoon he decided to fix bail at
§5.000. The bond was furnished by Frederick and
Joseph Stolzenberg id to be relatives of Bissert
by marriage. Ex lice Captain Diamond, under
whom Bissert served as wardman, was in court
when the bond was signed and Bissert was re-
leased Several friends of Bissert were present

to congratulate him. He refused to talk to news-

paper men.

OF INTEREST TO LIFE INSURERS.

THE LATEST MOVE IN LIFE INSURANCE IS
OF GREAT IMPORTAN'E TO EVERY ONE
WHO IS INSURED OR WHO ANTICI-
PATES BECOMING INSURED.
Albany, April 17.—This ufternoon the Mutual Re-
cerve Fund Life Association of New-York received
its charter as an old line company. Under its new

title, The Mutual Reserve Life Insurance Com-
pany, the organization now is a purely mu-
tual life insurance Institution, incorporated
under the legal reserve statute of New-York®
The examination by the New-York Insurance
Department preliminary to granting the right
of reincorporation has occupied three months.

The condition of the company was determined from
the standpoint of its ability to comply with the
of the statute governing legal re-
I es. The result of a most careful and
thorough e ination undertaken by the depart-
ment shows that the company possesses a surpius
in excess of all Habilities, including the full statu-
- reserve, of about half a million doilars. The
Department increases the value of the
holdings beyond the estimate of the
compat At the beginning of the examination
the management asked of the department the ut-
most strictness of inguiry into its affairs, and this
course was rigidly adhered to. Superintendent Hen-
dricks Is satisfied that the company is amply able
to comply with all the requirements of the law for
reincorporation as a legal reserve or eold line mu-
tual lite insurance company. On this showing the
charter was granted yesterday afternoon, ang now
the Mutual keserve Life Insurance Company takes
its place as the third largest purely mutual life
insurance company of New-York. President Fred-
A\. Burnbam has thus fulfilled his pledge to
nolders of placing the Mutual Reserve
ilar law without depriving the policy
; part of their ownership in the inst-

lirements

serve comp

ance

estate

tution.
The Mutual leserva Life Insurance Com-
begins it new career prosperously. Founded

1t s within a period of twenty-one years
ms to its members fnfty million
ousands of members in practi-
ca ¥ State of the Union, and its interests in
Europe are important.

PHILIPPINES AT WORLD'S FAIR.

has

WILL ASSUME A
EXPENSE OF
EXHIBIT.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PORTION OF THE
FURNISHING

uis, April 17.—As a result of Civil Governor
Taft's conference with the executive committee of
the World's Fair, he induced that body co-
operate financially with the Philippine government
in the matter of its exhibit. He told the committee
that such action would have a good moral effect

the Filipino people and would do more toward
ition of the islands than repressive military

St. L

to

on

The executive committee unanimously agreed to
assume a proportion of the expense entailed by the

Governor's plans. On his return to Washington he
will submit t agreement to Secretary of War

for approval
——

HAVEMEYERS BUILD BEET FACTORY.

Fort Collins, Col., April 17.—Representatives of
the Havemeyer interests have closed a d-al for the
purchase of 120 acres jus. north of the town for
$IN 000. Engincers will to-day begin to lay out side
tracks and locate a beet sugar factory.

The plant will be the largest in Northern Colorado
and will begin operations with a capacity of 1.0
tons, and if per acreage can be obtained will be
enlarged to 2,68 tons the second year,

e
RAILROAD THROUGH CENTRAL ALASKA.

Seattie, Wash., April 17.—Men prominent in the
business and political affairs of this State have
announced their intention of constructing a rail-
road through Central Alaska. It is purposed to
build from a point on Resurrection Bay by the

most feasible and the shortest route possille to
Rampart City on the Yukon. The length of the
propoged line is 574 miles. Ameong the promoters of
the enterprise are ex-Governor John H. McGraw
and United States Senator George Turner, Articles
of incorporation were filed yesterday.

Root

JAIL BREAKERS CAPTURED.

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., April 17.—The four prisoners
who escaped from the temporary county jail, In the
old Vassar brewery building, were captured to-day
near Pine Plains, thirty miles from here. One of the
prisoners was seen hiding behind a tree by the
engineer of a passing train, who reported the fact
to Sherif Hoffman. Sheriff Hoffman formed
Deputy Sheriff Harry Stickle, of Pine Plains. The
latter captured one of the prisoners unaided and
then with a posse surrounded and took the other
three.

bail was fixed |

DECISION UPHOLDS DIKE,

APPELLATE DIVISION REVERSES JUs
TICE GAYNOR AND SUSTAINS
GOVERXOR ODELL.

By a unanimous decision handed down yestep-
day. the Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court, TId Department. reverses Justice Gay-
nor’'s decision, and declares that Charles Guden
was removed from the office of Sheriff of Kings
County by Governor Odell in a legal manner.
Therefore Celonel Norman S. Dike, who was
appointed by the Governor to succeed Guden,
is the legal as well as the actual Sheriff.

Jerry A. Wernberg, counsel for Mr. Cuden,
was much surprised by the decision, and de-
clared at once that he would take the case to the
Court of Apvea's. The unanimous decision of the
court seems to have lifted a great burden from
the mind of Colonel Dike. He says that he wilj
no longer tolerate the absurd spectacle of Guden
rying to do the business of Sheriff. Colonef
Dike now holds both the jail and the regular
Sheriff's suite of rooms in the courthouse, sg
here will be no more shifting of possession.

The opinion, which is written by Justice Barte
lett and concurred in by all his colleagues,
finds that an ante-election promise to take cep-
tain action after election and installation is suf-
ficient cause for removal. The charge against
Guden was that, in order to get Bert Reiss's
influence, Guden had promised to appoint him
as counsel to thg Sheriff’s office in case of his
election. Concerning this point, the essence of
the opinion is:

Whatever tihe conclusion might be, if the acts
committed before € enn enter~d into office had no
direct relation to his subsequent official conduet, I
am of the opinion that a corrupt promise, made
ore election, to exercise his oificial powers in a
particular way affords a sufficient basis in law
for the removal of the officer by the Governor,
under Section 1 of Article X of the constitution.
It seems to me that the reiation of the promise to
the subsequent official tenure is so close as to make
the act of entering into such a corrupt agreement
affect the usefulne of the officer as clearly and
directly as cquld any miscondict committed wholly
after the nﬂ'!‘lul term began.

I am unable to find in any of the decisions cited
in the opinion below any rule autheritatively laid
down which really conflicts with this conclusion,

Justice Bartlett says that the Governor's
power of removal over county officials is not
absolute under the constitutional provision. He
l'mits it in the following language:

The language of the constitution ia respect to
this matter necessarily imports more than is ex-
preseed. It plainly means that the charges must
consist of matters which a public officer may rea-
sonably be required to defend himself against.
Hence it is clear that trivial allegations in no
manner affecting the character of the incumbent
or his ability to discharge the duties of his office
are not within the contemplation of the funda-
mental law. I think it may fairly be said that the
charges to which this constitutional provision pe-
fers must be such acts of commission or om
as affect the usefulness of the incumbent as a
public officer.

Charles Guden looked much surprised and ex-
ceedingly depressed when he heard of the de-
cision of the Appellate Division. He hurried
over to Mr. Wernberg’'s office, and after a con-
ference it was announced that the case would
be appealed.

Colonel Dike said:

“I am glad that the uncertainty of the situa-
tior which has puzzled the public is over. I do
not think that Mr Guden will attempt to trans-
act business, nor will he even stay around-the
Ceurtbtouse. That has been a ridiculous situa-
tion, which I have allowed to continue only until
the matter could be determined by the Appellate
Ceurt.™

S —

DAVIES DELIGHTED WITH DECISION.

SUSTAINS HIS OPINION ON GOVERNOR'S
ABSOLUTE POWER OF REMOVAL

[AY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Albany, April 1T.—Attorney General Davies ex-
pressed himself as greatly pleased to-day when he
heard of the unanimous decision of the Appellate
Divisien “of the Supreme Court in Brooklyn, re-
versing Justice Gaynor's order directing Sheriff
Dike of Kings County to deliver over to ex-Sheriff
<uden all the records of the Sheriff's office.

“As the Governor's legal adviser,” said Mr. Da-
vies, “I made careful examination of all statutes
and forms of the constitution bearing upon ths
Governor's pewer to remove sheriffs, and I was
satisfied as soon as I read the proceedings of the
convention that framed the constitution of 1821
that it was the intention of the men who drew up
that part of the constitution referring to removals
of officials to give the Governor ample autherity to
remove a sheriff. A sheriff is the right arm of the
Governor in the various counties in maintaining
eorder. 1If the Governor is to have authority to
repress disorder, therefore, he must have absclute
power to remove a sheriff that he thinks is unfit
for the office.”™

JONES IN JAIL WITHOUT BAIL.

SAYS THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO GAIN BY
HEYWOOD'S DEATH.

Detreit, April 17.—Willlam M. Jones was ar-
raigned to-day in the police court on a warrant
charging him with the murder of George M. Hey-
wood, whose body was found a week ago to-day
on the street a short dis from his home.
Jones's examination was set for April 25, and Be
was committed to jail witnout bail

After his commitment to jail Jones was seen by
reporters for the first thne since his arrest. He de-
mied that he Killed Heywoud, of wrnom he spoke in
the highest terms. After discussing his relations
with Mrs. Heywood, for whom he expressed sor-
row, Jones said: “What would [ kill Heywood for?
There was ncthing

e

I had everything my own way.
I could gain with Geoorge dead.”

“Did you know that he had insurance upon his
i.fe?”” he was asked.

“Yes, I knew :t. I had heard it said that he had
somewhere about §10.00, but how cculd I get ft? I
could not marry Mrs. Mleywood. | am a married
man myself, with twe cnildren. heywood being
dead would net help me in the least.’ N

“You could get a Jdivoroc from your wife,” sug-
gested the reporter.

“Oh, bosh!” replied Jgnes. “I ¢
find a gold mine, too, appose can figure
out all kinds of pessibilities. [ did kill George
Heywood, and there can be no evidence thag shows
that I did "~

Jones denied that he owned the revolver found
near Hevwood ¢ one chamber of which
been recently discharged.
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YERCHANTS' TRIP TO CHARLESTON.

Details concerning the special train which the
Merchants' Association delegation has ar_rm
for the various New-York committees visiting the
Charleston Exposition for New-York Day have
been perfected. The train will be composed of &
baggage car, three compartment sleeping cars. &
Pullman diner and an observation car. It will
leave the Pennsylvania Railroad station, Jersey
City, at 10:14 o’clock Monday morning next and
return to New-York at 5:30 p. m. Friday.

The cost of the trip by the special train w.i‘ll bs
$100 per capita, covering transportation, Puliman
accommodations, meals on the train and board st
the St. John's Hotel. Gosernor Odell has or
his staff to report for duty at ¢ hnrn‘sv‘r}. A
delegation of State Senators and .\ssemb.yme{-
be present. in addition to the New-York State C
misston and the delegations from New-York City
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“‘And the night shall be filled with music,
And the cares that infest the day

Shall fold their tents like the Arabs,

And as silently steal away."”
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