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DR. VAN DYKE WINS THE RACE.
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PRESBYTERIAN GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSIONS BEGIN.

programme: for to-day.
I)a .,i».-A««eml»l.v m»li ..ml upend* n I.ulf hnnr ,n, n ,|ovollonnl

' .
jt:.';i>-n. m.—The report* of the H|it>rinl commit Irrn i..,.i...ii

.1

trill be renil. "tee*. ln<li,,|lnX the one on (reeil nevUlnn,

2:::<> |>. 111.—IliiHint* Kpni>lnn fop i-nimldrrntlnn of tho re tort
4 !». m—•<.-<«-,.1i0n nt MiKxion ICoom in tli<- I'im-kl.vierl-ni 'llun.ll... BUM.-I1. -si. ".'\u25a0\u25a0run mill.M111:. l-iftli-n»p.mid inrntU

\u25a0p. 111—I'oiiulnr meeting In Fifth Avenue ( h iiri-lii.. \u25a0---

-—
\u0084, , «...si«l.t..,ili >,l.nol Work: »lneliiu by oh il«lr",,"\u0084|,,,|pV,

llonr«l of I'nl.ll.ntlon*nml
An all-«lii> mt'ftiiic in th<> InlerrKt of Home Mism..,,, ..hi i>o lic|<|

,„ „„„,„„.„
nonrdin the 4 <in*nl (Imn-li.

iihnioiii,ar||| |,c ,10,,,,10
,,, ,,

y f
,
l(. w«mnn'« Ilonrd

THE REV. DR. HENRY VAN PYKE. THE RKV. PR. HENRY C MrNTON.
The incoming and retiring moderators of tho Presbyterian General Assembly.

DR. WILLIAM TOD HELMUTH.
*

Dr. William Tod Helmuth. head surgeon of th«
Flower Hospital, and one of the foremost repre- |
Eentattves of the homreoiiathic school of medicine
In this country, died at his home. No. jSJ Madlson-
ave.. from heart disease, yesterday. He had been
seriously illonly three days, although he had been
afflicted with heart disease for some time. At his
bedside at the time or his death were his son. Dr.
William Tod Imuth. jr.;his son's wife, his son-
in-law. Colonel W. P. Kdgerton. and Mrs. Edger-
ton. and Dr. and Mrs. William M. Bishop. Mrs.
Bishop Is the sister of Mrs. William Tod HslmatiJ^
who is on her way to New- York from California. }

Dr. Ht-lmuth was a physician of national repu-
tation. had held many important offices withprom- 2
Inent hospitals, and was a well known writer on•
medical and surgical subjects. He was an au.-:
thority on diphtheria, was a consulting surgeon

in many hospitals, and conducted a private hospital.
of his own.

He was born in Philadelphia on October 30. 1833.
was a graduate of the Homueopathic Medical Col-
lege, Philadelphia, in lsi. and ot the Hahnemann
College. s>an Francisco, in is6»i; received a degre«
from the Regents of New-York State in 1877, and*
In ISSS received the degree of LL. D. from Yalal
University. He wa3 sx-presidrnt of the American.!
Institute of Homoeopathy of New- York, the fc*o-i
mceopathical Medical Society, and the New-York^County Homrropathical Society. H» was also pres— «
ident of the Collins State Homceopathical Hospital.],
and an honorary member of the Soclet* Medical*.
Homceopathique. He went to St. Louis tn I*sß. andfwas one of the organizers of the Homoeopath-.
Medical College of Missouri, In which ne held t^a
chair of anatomy. In I*O he organized the St. 1
Louis College of Homoeopathic Physicians .aatl
Surgeons, and was its president for one year. For*

OFITIWKY

PR WILLIAM TOD HELMUTS
*
Tl

Who died yesterday.

.1 FRANK EMMONS.
J. Frank Emmons, of the Stock Exchange firxn

of H L. Horton & Co.. died on Wednesday at "a
sanatorium in this city. He was born in Boston
in 1529. and at the close of the Civil War. Inwhich
he had seen service as an officer of a Massachusetts
regiment, went Into business in this city. Mr.
Kmmons had been a member of the New-York
Stock Exchange since MarcU CO. 1579. For many
years he had been president of the Staten Island
Rapid Transit Railway Company, and he was also
president of the New-York Transit and Terminal
Company and vice-president of the Rapid TransitFerry Company and the First National Ban*, o*
Staten Island.

Mr. Emmons waa a member of the Union Leag-ua
club, the Army and Navy Club, the LoyalLegion.
the Players, the Richmond County Country "CMS*
and the Luncheon Club. He leaves a widow, two
sons and two daughters.

CAPTAIN SAMUEL M'KEEVER.
Somervllle. Mass., May After a Ions; tQnSsl

Captain Samuel McKeever. U. S. A. (retired), dlad
at his home here to-day. Captain McKeever waa
sixty-nine years old. He was a native of St. John.
N. B. He was In charge of the provost guard atWashington on the night of President Lincoln'/assassination.

more than a generation he was one of the editors
of "The North American Homoeopathic Journal."

Among the publications of Dr. Helmuth are &
"Treatise on Diphtheria." "Medical Pomposity."
"System of Surgery." "Scratches of a Surgeon."
"Suprapublc Lithotomy." and "With th« Pouss*
Cafe" (post prandial verses).

He married Miss Pritchard. of St. Louis, In MsaV
Mrs. Helmuth is prominent In the work of wom-
en's clubs, was an early president of Sorosls. and
has been president of the National Federation oC
Women's Clubs.

I GEORGE N. BIRDSALL.
' *

George N. Birdsall, treasurer of the Union Dinars
Savings Institution, died yesterday mornins; at his
home. No. 6SS Macon-st.. Brooklyn. He was born
In Brooklyn. Ohio, in ISS6. and came to this city
when a ooy. During the Civil War he wa3 chief
clerk of the Appraiser's office In New- York. Later
he was chief clerk In the Brooklyn office cZ In-
ternal Revenue under Silas B. Dutcher. Ha -also
held various positions in the office of thai TTnttstl
Statt-s Appraiser of Customs. In IS>2 Mr. Birdsall
became connected with the Union Pimo Savings
Institution. He was a member of the Union League
Club and Lincoln Club, of Brooklyn. Ha leaves,
thiee daughters and one son.—

\u25a0

—
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lUnm. SAGE DUNHAM.
Samuel Sage Dunham died on Wednesday at St.

Luke's Hospital, after a lingering illness. x Mr.
Dunham was born sixty-four years a^o, in 'Water-*
vllet, N. Y. He was the youngest son of thai
late General A. T. Dunham, of Albany. Early In'
life he came to this ity. where he continued tor
live for more than forty years, except f.-vr a stay
of a few years in London. He was a lawyer, but
because of failing eyesight he retired more thans
twenty years agot Of late years he devoted him-
self to literature, mas a specialty of Shake-*
spearian research.

Mr. Dunham was the brother of Sister Helen-the superior of the sisterhood at Albany, who died?
last February. ii:^family Include a brother. Will-
iam J Dunham, of Saratoga

-
ings; a brother-

In-law. Frederick O. -irk- of Oswego. and a.
cousin. Marshall B. Clarke. Assistant District At-
torney in this city. Funeral services were held
In the chapel of St. Luke's Hospital on Wednssdasr
at S p. m.

* *" ~*

\u0084 it
ALBERT GALLATIN RIDDLE. "-»*•

Washington. May 15.—Albert Gallattn Riddle. Sa
well known lawyer and author and an ex-Repre- <

>entatl\e from Ohio, .11. in this city to-day. Death.
'

was caused by a general breakdown of the systSSSk ;
due to advanced age. He was eighty-six years OsS !
Among his works are "Bart Ridgeley." "Trie/ TOt*
trait." "Alice Brand" and "Recollections of .War

'
Times."

INBTALMWSr MgTS TRIM. TODAY.
The cases of Isaac and S.'tnuel Stromherg. th«

Instalment dealers, who are charged withextortion.
will come up before Magistrate Alfred E. Steers in
the Ist District Court in Brooklyn this morning.
The prosecution will he in the hands of Assistant
District Attorney Eldrr Max P. Steurr Is the at-
torney for the Strombergs.

The agreements were accompanied hy a letter

of transmittal from Secretary Hay. who made
r,o comments on them. They are, it is said, at

the department engagements to enter Into treaty

relations with th- United States on the basis
therein stated, after Congress shall have se-
lected a route and the President shall have been
duly authorized. In the view of the depart-
ment, therefore, they are not. technically speak-
ing, treaties, but in the view of the other negoti-
ators they are pra< tically conventions of a
treaty charau te» and are so regarded by them.

The drnft of a treaty or agreement submit-
tcl by Mr. Corea. the Nicaraguan Minister, to-
day, was a. revtsion of a protocol drawn up by
Secretary Hay In February. This document
embodied the views of a number of Senators as
to what concessions Nicaragua should make in
the canal matter. It was referred to Mr. Corea.
who thereujon pointed out to Secretary Hay a
number of instances In which the provisions of
the agreement clashed with the constitution of
his country. Mr. Hay modified the document
somewhat according to Mr. Corea's suggestions,
ari-i its tenor was then communicated to the
Nilaraguan Government, which in turn made
several more alterations, and then empowered
the minister to present the document in its
amended form to the State Department.

The Nlcaraguan agreement provides for the
lease of a strip of land which shall be ten miles
wide while a canal is In course of construc-
tion, and afterward be shortened to six miles.
The price stipulated Is StI.tMMMHiu. together with
an annuity of $lir>.<K>O. a nominal sum Intended
merely to serve as a material reminder of Nica-
ragua's sovereignty over the leased land. The
United States is empowered to use the civil po-
lice force to preserve peace and good order
within the belt. No provision, it is said, is made
for Judicial administration over the canal belt.
In case the canal belt In time of war is threat-
ened by any foreign government, full power is
given to the I'nited States to send either mili-
tary or naval forces, or both, into the canal belt
to protect it, and to fulfilthe guarantee of sov-
ereignty over the belt which this government
would warrant to both Nicaragua and Costa
Rica.

AGREEMENTS WITH COLOMBIA. NIC-

ARAGUA AND COSTA RICA SENT

TO THE SENATE.

Washington, May 15.
—

The negotiations be-
tween Secretary Hay and the ministers from
Colombia, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, looking- to

the acquirement of the necessary rights for th*
construction by the I'nited States Government
of either the Panama or the Nicaragua canal,

have at last been concluded, and the Sec-
retary of State this afternoon sent to the
Senate three treaties covering the ground. Th»
treaty with Colombia was completed some wevka
ago, but has been held up In order that no sign

of preference might be gathered from the laying

of one before the Senate In advance of the
others. The ministers from Nicaragua and Cost t

Rica were at the State Department to-day, and
were able to announce that the lust obstacles
had been removed, so that all three treaties

could be sent in at once.

Go.l. Divine snv^relgnty Is the Magr.a I'harta of
human liberty. Only he who Tc\r< tr> offend a
can afford to hurl back into thfir brazen fa.
flaunting pretensions of usurping tyrants and op-
pressing despots. Man's liberty is lax license.
\u2666 xcept as authority somewhere is recognized, and
authority is vanity of vanit'es unless it has the
sanction of a rtghteousiess that is divine, and the
pieceptß of a law whicn is almvc man's cavil or
appeal.
It has been pre-eminently the privilege of Pres-

byterlaniam to stand for .1 God th.it governs and
guides His world, and to preach th* Gospel ol
emancipation from hum in tyranny along with
that of deliverance from the bondage of spiritual
death.
It floes well In honoring sound doctrine, but Ifit

ov» nines the <loctrln.il. It imperils the warmer ele-
ments Of a true Christianity, while If It sli ;ht<« it
c.vermuch It falls a strl,-ken vtcMm of the malaria
of scepticism or of the «lo.v j.ar.il>s'- vt .t \u25a0lanmy
n cderatism which Is alniost a synonym*- for death.

The very genius of Its life is the genius of free-
dcm. but if in enthrontne freedom it tramples
under foot its constitution »! safeguards, it throws
harmony and unity to the four winds of Heaven.
wMle. on the other hand. If it makes those safe-
gi ards too inflexible and urmwa Its lines too tightly
it outlaws th* legitimate latitudes of liberty,
which, withlti bounds that ar^ it once
ar.i clearly :lxeil. have constituted Presbyterlan-

bm the shrine of humai liberty, personal, civil
and regliulous. wherever its irfluence has bee 1
feli or known.

SAYS IT SUPPRESSED EKEE SPEECH.
MEMORIAL AGAINST THE BOARD OK PlBl.I-

CATION AND SABBATH SCHOOL WORK.

A memorial has been laid before the Presbyteri-
an General Assembly by WHusjSS T. Ellis, an ed-
itor of the PresDyterian Board of Publication and
Sabbath School Work, accusing the hoard of at-
tempted intimidation anil suppression of free
speech. The charges declare that In November
of last year Mr. Ellis was invited to read a paper

in .January before the New-York Presbyterian Min-
isters' meeting on "Are Young People's Societies
Decadent? IfSo. Why?" The paper was shown to
an officer of the board, who first approved it. and
later asked to have certain recommendations
omitted. Mr. Kills read the paper practically In
defiance of orders sent to him hy telegraph by
members of the board. Later he was called before
the board and asked to explain his conduct.

After several conferences the hoard passed a
resolution condemning the action of Mr. Ellts, while
<]<daring that he acted from conscientious motives.
Later he resigned.

MEETING Of THE WOMAN'S HOME
BOARD.

The Woman's Presbyterian Home Missionary So-
ciety of New- York, in view of th* fact that this
Is the centennial year of home missions, has In-
vited to the annual meeting of the Woman's Home
Hoard an unusually large number of th»legates. and
will entertain them during the week of the annual
meeting. Not only are sj nodical officers Invited
and entertained, but. what has not been done be-

fore, also Preabytertal delegates are Invited to
share in the meeting and in the hospitality con-
nected with it.

The committee on entertainment consists of the
following: Mrs. James Yereunce, Mrs. Andrew H.
Smith. Mrs. George P. Slade. Mrs. Wilbur Chap-
man. Mrs. William C. Adams. Mrs. H. C. Olln. Mrs.
Kiliaen Van Ren.xselaer. Mrs. Payson Merrill. Mrs.
William H. Barbnur, Miss I Gillls, Mrs. Charles
H. Parkhurst. Mrs. George H. Danforth. Mrs.
« "ochran. Mrs. Silas B. Brownell. Mrs. A. H. Evans.
Mr?. Charles 1,. Thompson and Mrs. Howard Duf-
fleld. These women willbe at the Central Church.
Kiftv-seventh-st., near Seventh-aye.. to-day, to ar-
range for the comfort of the delegates.

THREE NEW CANAL TREATIES

THE REV. DR. F. ROSS STEVENSON.
J'u^ior of the Church.

THE COUNTER CURRENTS.
It ts Idle to deny that counter currents

have -et In agaii \u25a0 iti..n. Doctrine is be-
|g lecried, and many echoes are

pounding out that the function of a church in these
iltlvate piety and tn pii-ken the

sly ethical impulse \u0084{ men— and to Btop

Imake neither defence nor apology for denoml-
nattonailsm to-day. For the moment I take con-
ditions as I find them, and Itin.l that what Is
needed most ol all la not re-formatlon. bin recog-
nition; for In the visible Church of Jesus Christ
th>r.- are bonds that are very real and very vital
that lilnd all its parts Into a unity that is organic
and complete. No Papal anathema can destroy
the unity of the Church of God. No decree of
excommunication can falsify the underlying unity
of the » 'hurch owning allegiance to a common Lord.
building her faith upon a common Word and held
together l>y a common Holy S;.irlt.

Any consideration of the mission .if Preshvterian-
i-rn would be omplete if in th« first place It
tiiI t."t note the fact aa ot greatest importance
that ihe Presbyterian Church has always held
forth to tlie world .1 confessional testimony to what
it believes to be the truth of God. it' has not
tiald with Newman, that all there Is i!i religion
Is dogma, nor has it said, with Schlt-lermacher,
that religion is all feeling or life. Ithas character-
istically approached men on their rational side.
.mi, assuming that conviction shapes conduct. it
ha* aimed to enlighten the Intellect and to r^r-
buade the will by the plain presentation of the
truth of God.

HE TAKES FOB Hlfl SUBJECT THE
EXDURIXU MISSION OF

PRESBYTERIAXIBM."
The morning session of the Presbyterian Gen-

eral Assembly, in the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Church, yesterday was devoted to listening to
the sermon of the Rev, Dr. Henry c. Minton, the
retiring moderator, who had for his subject
"The Enduring Mission of Preshy t»rianism."
There was a targe attendance at the session,
most of th>-> commissioners of the General As-

sembly being in their places, while the galleries
of the church were (tiled with spectators. It was
noticeable 'hat many women were among the
listeners in th* galleries. It Mintoa'l sermon
was in par! as follows:

DR. MINTON'S XK/tMON.

until this morning, after a prayer had been
offered.

DIDN'T "WANT TIME WASTED.
"The audience Will please refrain from wast-

ing time," said Dr. Minton. sarcastically.
La*er some of the commissioners tried to ap-

plaud the ppeaker into silence, but the modera-
tor checked the demonstration, anil Dr. Parry
continued w -ral minutes longer.

Tlie Rev. Dr. Joseph J, Lampe, of Omaha
placed the Rev. Dr. David X Kerr, of Ne-
braska, In nomination, urging his election be
cause he was president of the Bellevue College
and belonged to a region thai .. been
recognized in the selection of a moderator.

The !:• \u25a0 Dr. H-!:i< k Johnson. \u25a0•! Chicago,
seconding the nomination of Dr. van Dyk<
"Ihnve heard some t-iik about Ins orthodoxy
being called In question. He is a worthy son of
an honored father He is a child of th>- covenant.
As a member of the revision committee he h is

been a contributing and unifying force, and has
helped to formulate thought and give it proper
expression."

The Hcv. Duncan C. Mllner. of Chicago,
neconded the nomination of Dr. Moff.-it it « is
"\u25a0\u25a0jo p. m. when the nominations were ordered
closed. Dr. Phraner then asked leave to witn
.lrnw his name, saving he had not desired the
nomination, n;id his friends had plied him In

"as a business man aa well as a minister, andnad been able to do more for the cause of home
missions than had been done by any other manin the General Assembly. Dr. Holmes, he said.
had llft.d a debt of .Sso.imo which had burdenedtho Board of Homo Missions. Then he had re-
duced the debt of $1,250,000 on the Presbyterian
Muilding in this city to less than $200,000, and
he would be able to wipe out the debt entirely
in another year if he were elected moderator.

Th«> Rev. Dr. Thomas Parry, of Plttsburg, inseconding Dr. Holmes's nomination, nearly wore
cut the patience of the assembly. He said Dr.
Holmes w. uld fit the moderator's chair like alady's- glove her hand, and that he bad been
elected as a commissioner by the Plttsburg
Presbytery for the purpose > fbeing 1 lect'd mod
erator. He repeated the story of the man who
had his head put off and did not know it until
he Sn^p;,,.,] \u0084,,,; \u0084,., ;,(..,] \u0084 ;,.;,,- , f |.;,,, |,,\u0084,. )lV
adding: "Dr. Holmes in the .hair will be that
kind of a moderator. He has such tact that he-
can suppress nti obnoxious speaker, and the man
will f<»ei complimented." Dr. Parry, In eulogiz-
ing Dr. Holmes, caused more laughter by say-
inß: "His earnestness has pui a syphon In tii \u25a0

tear fountain of many an audience." Some of
the commissioners apparently wanted to laugh
th^ sp«>r<ker down, but he shouted: 'You are
wasting time."

DR. VAN DTKE'S POPULARITY.

action of Dr. van Dyke Is a Just trbute
reputation as a pastor and writer. He Is
ilypopular inboth spheres, but his elec-• this time is due chiefly to his work on
\u25a0.no:-, romr.iittee. From many members

• • committee t.-stimeny has come showing

I cceUent has been his work, and how con-
ciliatory has heon bis attitude toward those who
<!!.Te:- fiom him theologically. He has dom
r !Mh. as Dr. Johnson paid yesterday, to bring
;r.out a unanimous report. He has Flgned a
rV cument which b^arp the name of some of th<»
sir mgi-st conservatives m the Church.

Dr. van Dyke was born in Germantown. Perm.,
and was graduated from Princeton University

tn 1673, and from the seminary In the same town

'.' ur years later. Princeton, Harvard and Yale
have each given him the decree of D. D. He
was licensed by the presbytery of Brooklyn in

]•»"<;. and served as pastor of the United Con-
tional Church at Newport from IBT9-*B2,

when lie was caK- •\u25a0! to the Brick Church, in this
city, which he Sited and kept full until his

or three year? ano, to accept a
ip at Princeton. Hi* successor. Dr.

Babcock, was his intimate friend, and after Dr.
Babcock*S d< nth a year ago, the church turned
again to Its \u25a0 Id pastoi and offered him a liberal

upply during the vacancy.

Dr. van Dyl I to come back on the

oditlon thai be should serve without a
salary, and. finding that be could be secured
only in that way. his generous offer was ac-
cepted. and again he has his oldtime audiences.
He ;s one of the most popular preachers in
the colleges of the land, one of the best known

The defeat of Pr. Holmes has a sad feature.

Pr. H.ilme.s has done a splendid work for the
Presbyterian Church, and many people had as-
sured him of their preat desire to help him re-
ceive that recognition at the hands of the
Church which his labors merit. One of the most
impressive speakers in the present assembly had
promised. Dr. Holmes says, to nominate him.
Yesterday it was found that he had promised to

Lte another man. having forgotten his
first offer. Inhi? perplexity he offered to nomi-

nate the two men. both friends of long standing,
or not to nominate either; the latter course was
firally taken, and he neither spoke nor voted for

mdldate. Another powerful speaker, one
of the most convincing in the assembly, ap-
parently did not feel that he could support
openly Dr. Holmes's candidacy, but he assured
th^ Pittsburg pastor that he would refrain from

b«half of any other commissioner.
To his BUprifte—a stronger -word might be used
appropriately— Dr. Holmes saw his friend rise in
1ebalf of one of the five rivals. As the speaker

] for th- platform Dr. Holmes left the
r Hi could not trust himself to listen to
th° words of tin? one upon whose silent Influence
he had so mu?h depended.

The def.at of Dr. Duffleld. of this city, can
also be explained; any defeat can be explained.
The explanation in this case as given by those
who speak by the R,-«ok Is that the commission-
ers do not favor a local candidate. Only orce
In thirty years has a man been chosen from the
presbytery which entertains the assembly. In
1676 the, assembly meeting in Brooklyn elected
Dr. Henry J. van Dyke, the father of the pres-
ent moderator.

One never knows what a General Assembly
win d.\ although one can reasonably predict
whnt the commissioners willnot do. Two of th->
candidates defeated in the Fifth Avenue church
yesterday afternoon owe their small vote, if not

their defeat, in large measure to the unwise
nifthnds made by well meaning but officious
:

-
in their behalf. The rebuke thus admin-

istered will, it is hoped, not soon be forgotten.
Speakinp for a Western synod, or signing his
name as moderator of that synod, and thus con-
veying the impression that he spoke for the
6ynod. one of the commissioners, more zealous
than wise, hurt the candidate whom be sought

to help. Members of \u25a0 presbytery appreciating
heartily the labors of one of their fellows made
a similar mistake.

THE FIFTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHUBCH.
Where the General Assembly Is meeting.

THE V.'ORK FOR TO-DAY.
Tua morning the chief business will be the
IOf th» reports Of the special committeeson "The Assi-mMy Herald," the constitution.

ALL THE CANDIDATES HAPPY
Judging from the remarks made last evening

by several of th.- unsuccessful candidates. Dr.
van Dyke is-- the only one who ran yesterday
uh" is to be pitied; at leas! three of the five
wtwe virtues were named, in some cases at
great length, were heard to say that they were
the happiest men in the body.

The new system of appointing standing gom-

rnitte-s had its second trial last night. After
;he communion aeivlce, held in the church, the

rmed themselves into twenty-
\u25a0 tii.g distrii ts. ;,<c irdlns; t<". the pr s rlb^d

plan, i.ie, uon District No. :;. for example, con-
tained the representatives of five presbyteries
from the Synod of New-York. Brooklyn, Co-
lumbia, N'.nh River and Westcbester six-
teen ministers and sixteen elders. The Rev.
Dr. John Bancroft Devins. of th" New-
York Presbytery, had been appointed to receive
Ihe papers and to convene the committees. The
Rev. In. David <». Wylle was chosen chairman,
md Dr. Devins secretary. KiKhtministers were

ated and elected to serve on these
mm!ttees: Judicial, home missions,

Uon, church erection, ministerial relief, aid
for colleges, benevolence and temperance. Ten

•a. re then < hoacn to serve on these corn-
is and overtures, polity, foreign mls-

u:<>:<s. publicati. n. theological seminaries, freed-
Baen, correspondence, narration, leave of absence
and finance [n \u0084.n minute* the eighteen men
had been selected, and. after a prayer of Silas
I Brownell, the committee adjourned. The

nwn thus chosen, together with those from the
other electing committees, will meet to-day as
standing committees, and name theJr own chair-men.

writers in this count-:., ;-. nd a friend to more
young men, perhaps], than almost any other
preacher in the denomination. Young men love
him and trust him, and his friendship la greatly

. oy those who s.-cure it. one of his elders
to the writer last week: "Dr. van Dyke is

loved pastor in the Presbyterian
Churcht" Certain it is that the l?rick Church

In a hurry to obtain a successor to Dr.
Babcock while th>- present arrangement can be
malnta

<;<>D\S SOVEREIGNTY.
it la ea«r t.. say that the doctrine of God's \u25a0•*-

etelgnt) is the « irranl for petty human despotism
and monarchies, but whoever saya it has not care-fully scanned the annals of human freedom m,-.
has never truly found himself except as he haa
bowed in humble reverence baiors his Sovereign

there.
t.

On the other band, we devoutly believe
that the call is mado all the louder by this very
tendency, for the witnessing work of a confes-
sfonal church.

Let us not deceive ourselves; this is a th oli*i-cal age; not profoundly so. but predominantly *o.oven though it may think otherwise of Hself. Inone breath we call our age intensely practical, un.l
iii the next intensely Intellectual and b.Mh Irettue. Men are thinking: intelligence Is caul.rIfnot deeper, than ever in the past and it is al-way* true thai as men think, either broadly ordeeply, th»-y think their way back to th. eternal
problems of God. Theology lies implicitly in thebackground of all thinking, and to say that anage la at once profoundly thoughtful and c.iamc-ristlcally untheologlcal Is to utter a contradic-
tion in terms. Th.- man who denies Gorl has atheological notion of the being he denies and theman who ignore* God baa a theological conception
of the God whom he more or less deliberately
1 nooseH to ignore.

Presbyterianlsm la pre-eminently r»ot— andthere are very few visible symptoms of its fallingaway from the saving Protestant grace of loyalty
to Holy Scripture. Philosophers may dispute
11bout the Bible, scientists may challenge Its .state-
ments and critics m.i> argue its origins up or down,
but both the h< irtand the brain of th» Presbyterian< hurch are wedded to th^ cl.lBook, not as so muchrrlnters paper and In*, lot as so many ouncesavoirdupois, l.ur as the "rectnua revelation In ilte-
i\.ry form of the truth Of God, which meets thehonest Inauiriea of the intellect, which satisfies thei,.,>vinti of the aplrit in man. and. above all whichbrli.ua to us th.- record in hlstorv of the ever
Messed Christ who is Himself both teacher and
truth to men.

The Rev. Dr. Robert It. Booth was the New-
Yorker selected to place in nomination the Rev.
Dr. Howard Duffleld, of the "Old First" Church.
He referred to Dr. Duflleld as the worthy pastor

of the mother church of this city, and said he
could be trusted to administer parliamentary

law In the General Assembly with equity and
fairness. "He represents the solid orthodoxy of
th* Church," Dr. Booth continued, "and he ex-
presses that Which is purest and noblest In the
faith of the Church. Ihave yet to learn that
new notions have saved any one. We are here
to uphold the standards of the Church"

LOUD APPLAUSE FOR DR. VAN DYKE

The Rev. Dr. William It.Taylor, of Rochester,

elicited the most applause of the day, so far.
when he nominated 'he Rev. Dr. Henry van
Dyke, and the applause was significant. H. said
Dr. van Dyke represented both Princeton I'ni-
versity and New-York city, and his books hud
made him known widely, and had led people to
trust him as a theologian. Dr. van Dyke hnd
not sought the position of moderator. Dr. Tay-
lor d'-clared. and he belonged to no party or

faction in the church. He had given valuable
aid to the committee on revision.

Dr. Duffleld's nomination was seconded by th>»

Rev. Dr. James V. Rlggs. of East Orange, N. J..
v, ho said it was a mistake to suppose that the

Qeuersl Assembly was a room full of old men
sitting In fr°nt °f a moderator like rows <>t ex-
tinct volcanoes. The volcanoes were not all ex-
tinct, he said, and it needed a good man to keep

them from blowing their heads off.
Dr. Phraner's nomination was seconded by the

Rev. David Howell. of Lansing. Mich., who
urged that a record of twenty-five years In the
service of home missions ought to be recognized

The Rev. Dr. Samuel c. Palmer, of St. Louis,

who is extremely baldheaded. said he came from
a part of the country where the Indians still
scalped to place in nomination the Rev. Dr.
Richard S. Holmes, of Plttsburg. Dr. Holmes

SIX HUNDRED COMMISSIONERS UK
BPOND TO THE ROLL CALL.

Wh^n the Presbyterian General Assembly be-
gan its afternoon session :.t :; p. m. th.- calling
of the roll was the first business in order, after
the short prayer by the retiring moderator. It
took Dr. Noble, the permanent clerk, more than
half an hour to call the roll, and about six hun-
dred commissioners respond**! to their names.
The commissioners represent t: synods
and "SA2 presbyteries.

A gavel, made of w Ifrom Jerusalem, was
presented to the General Assembly by a delegate
from California who had travelled in the Holy
Land, and Dr. Mfnton. the moderator, held it
in his hand when the session opened. !!•• said
it would be placed in the keeping of th.
clerk and always remain the property of the as-
sembly. Then he annoum 1 thai noml
speeches would be hear.!, preliminary to the
election of a new moderat >r, ;..nd he urged tha»
the speaker* economize tim \u25a0 as much as pos-
sible.

The Rev. Dr. H. D. Lindsay, of Allegheny.
was recognized as the first speaker, and he pro-
ceeded in a long speech to place In nomination
the Key. Dr. James D. Moffat. of Washington,
Perm.. president of Washington an 1 Jeffer-
son college. Western Pennsylvania had not
been recognized In the selection of a moderator
for twenty-eight years, Dr. Lindsay said, al-
thouKh It was a centre of Presbyterianlsm.

•'What Western Pensylvanla is to 'he busi-
ness world to-day, with Its gas. Its coal and its
st^-ei, that it is to the church," he Bald, with
much earnestness, and then looked surprised

when there was a great outburst of laughter.

He declared that th'-r*- were jjo many Presby
t«-rja:.s in Western Pennsylvania that men In
that region were asked not if they were Presby-
terians, but what kind of Presbyterians thoy
were. The form Of inquiry,he said, was, "Are
you a I"-P-. an R. P. or a straight P.?" He said
that several Of the recent moderators, including

Dr. Minton had been reared and trained in
Western Pennsylvania, and the mother of mod-
erators oupht to have one of her commissioners
In the chair at least once In twenty-five years.

WASHINGTON AND JEFFERSON COLLEGE.
Washington and Jefferson College, with a

body of students not exceeding four hundred in
any one year, had sent more young m»n into
the ministry than had Harvard, Vale or Prince-
ton, the speaker said, and the selection of Dr.
Moffat as mode—- tor of the General Assembly

would be regarded us a recognition of the good

work of the college, now near its ]<X»th anni-
versary. No party in the church was able to

claim Dr. Moffat as Its owa, he said, and Dr.
Moffat, without being a "trimmer" was able to

harmonize the work of th" General Assembly.

Jeremiah Baker, an elder of Madison. N. J.,
placed in nomination the Rev. Dr. Wilson
Phraner. In a short speech Mr. Haker referred
to Dr. Phraner*s long labor in the Board of
Home Missions, and said that Dr. Phraner. who
was eighty-Six years old. had performed his best
work aftei passing the age of seventy-five.

There was quiet laughter when Mr. Baker
said, In closing: "Dr. Phraner is sound in the
faith and large hearted. Idon't believe he Is
a perfe.-t mrtn. but Ithink he is fitted for the
moderatorahlp."

dipest, evangelistic work, home mission centen-
nial, Omaha Seminary. Presbyterian Building,
ministerial relief, reprinting minutes, revision
of the Confession. Sabbath observance. Church
Statistics, systematic beneficence, twentieth cen-tury fund, vacancj and supply, and young peo-
I>le s work. The nxvt important nnc is that ofthe revision committee, appointed at Philadel-phia last year. There will be no time for dis-
cussing it to-day, but it will be placed on the
docket for consideration tv-xt Thursday Tho
discussions will doubtless occupy a day mdperhays two days.

This afternoon at 4 o'clock there will he a re-ception in the Presbyterian Kullding.at Twen-
tieth-st. and Flfth-ave.. given by the members
Of the Home and Foreign boards. This even-
Ing the popular meeting at 'he Fifth Avenue
Church will be In the interest of the board ofpublication a:id Pal. bath school work a feat-
ure of this service will b. fh« Kinging by nlarpe chnir. made up of Bunda> school children
from churches in the neighborhood, led by Dr.
H. R. Palmer, who has .hart;, of the Broome
Street Tabernacle choirs, and has 1 n the
leader of the sinking at Chautauqun for several
years. His children's choir will sine nlone, and
members of his larsrer choir will aid In thechorus. Dr. 'Vorden and other Interesting
speakers willmake brief and spirited addresses.

There will be i)n all day meeting, beginning at0 a. m.. held in the Central Church, by the
Woman's Board of Missions in spiritual in-
terest the meetings held by the women often ••x-
ceed those held by their brethren. Np \u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0man
In attendance at the assembly meetings will
make a mistake if she spends to-day at the
Central Church, in Fifty-seventh-st., near
Broadway.

THE PROCEEDINGS INDETAIL

Total number of votes 5Qg
Necessary to a choice 'J\Vi\
Dr. van Dyke 217
Dr. Moffat 144
Dr. Holmes 90
Dr. Kerr SIS
Dr. I>uffield <;i

Some <.f the commissioners were in fnvor of
postponing 1 another ballot until after the com-
munion service, which wns announced to take
place at S p. 111 . bui It was decided to begin an-
other ballot Immediately. The nominations of
Dr. Duflield and Dr. Kerr were withdrawn be-
fore the rollcall was started. The result of the
second ballot was announced at <>:4<) p. m. as
follows:
Total number of votes ,-,74
Necessary for a choice !!!!!.287
Dr. van Dyke

'

\u0084'
'

-".is
Dr. Moffat 227
Dr. Holmes

'

-,|

The committee appointed to Mud Dr. van Dyke
and escort him to th-- platform failed tn find him
before he stepped quietly into the churrh and
was greeted with applause. When he was in-
troduced by Dr. Minton as the new moderator
he said:

'I have not deserved this honor, hut Iwill try
to be a fair and true moderator of the Church in
which Iwas born, and which Ilove will all ;. v
heart."

Then he checked the applause which followed
his simple pledge, and declared an adjournment

nomination without consulting hIR wishes. The
general assembly voted to allow his name to be
wlthdra >-n.

Another roll call followed, and it was »> p. in.
r.-hen the teller* annonunced the result of the
vote us follows:

The very exceptional number and
variety of objects in
,5*TE'RLIMG SILVEH
shown at the warerooms of The
Gorham Co. will be found to greatly
facilitate in the selection of

WEDDING PRESENTS
Their stock is adequate to meet any
possible requirement in the way ofDin-
ner, Tea and Dessert Services, as well as
any preferences for unique single pieces.

TheGORHAM CO.
Silversmiths cr Go!,!smiths

Broidwiv md Nineteenth St. md 21 23 M»idca Line

KNIT
TO

FIT.

j OUTLASTS ALL OTISERS. IjSaletroom. (Who|,««it),1(>8 FrankHn st., N.y.I
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