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WESTCHESTER

COUNTY AND COOPERSTOWN, N. Y, PRESERVE LOVINGLY ~ MANY RELICS OF JAMES FENIMORE COOPER.

COOPER AND “THE SPY.”

WESTCHESTER COUNTY IN-
SEPARABLY CONNECTED
WITH THE NGVELIST.

BEGAN HIS LITERARY CAREER IN SCARS-
DALE—“CLOSET HALL" AND “CooP-

ER'S FOLLY'—ORIGINAL OF

HARVEY BIRCH.

Of the men of letters who have lived in West-

chester (
» to make it
“The S;

o2 the meutral

yunty, James Fen
known than any one else.
» 4s a chronicle of the deeds of

ground of the Revolu-

novel
the heroes

Cooper first came to know the county through
hment he had formed while a midship-
the American Navy for Miss Susan Au-
Lancy, a daughter of John Peter De
yeote Hzll, Mamaroneck. On Jan-
they were married, and for a year
thereafter lived with the bride’s father.
y set up housekeeping for themselves
] cottage in the town of Mamaroneck,
-3 there for a year. The dwelllng is still
g. It has been remodelled and enlarged
velist made it his home, but the char-
»wvness of the original edifice, which
per the name “Closet Hall™ has
in the alterations. At this period
o thought of sadopting literature as
a Cf - 1is home life was agreeable, and he
passed his time in reading and in exploring the
< try, unconsciously gathering the materials
wilch he was afterward to use to such good ad-

“The Spy.”

vantage iz

between the English forces stationed in New-York
and the American army encamped among the
Highlands of the Hudson.

“Upon it more, perhaps, tkan upon any other
portion of the soll of the revolted colonies,”
writes Cooper’s biographer, Professor Lounsbury,
“had fallen the curse of war in its heaviest form.
Back and forth over a large part of it had per-
petually ebbed and flowed the tide of battle. Not
a road was there which had not been swept again
and again by columns of infantry or squadrons
of horse. Every thicket had been the hiding place
of refugees or spies; every wood or meadow had
been the scene of a skirmish; and every house
that had survived the struggle had its tale to tell
of thrilling scenes that had taken place within its
walls.”

These circumstances determined Cooper’s cholce
of the locality and period. The theme of his new
novel had been suggested to him years before by
John Jay, while Cooper was visiting him at bis
home in Bedford. Jay told the novelist the story

of Enoch Crosby, the spy of Westchester in the
Revolution: a patriot who, while posing as a roy-
alist, and enduring every form of persecution
from the Americans in consequence, was actually
in the secret service of Washington. The story
of his herolsm made a deep impression upon the
mind of Cooper, and he resolved to make Enoch
Crosby the principal character in the tale he had
been persuaded to write.

Cooper entered upon his task with but little hope
that he would succeed. Fortunately, he had al-
ready explored every nook and corner of West-
chester, so that he was provided with local color
for his narrative. He was also familiar with the
history and traditions of the region. The novel
was written hastily, a large part of it in a small
outbuilding on Cooper's Scarsdale estate.

It is sald that Cooper took such little interest
in the work that the first volume was printed
meveral months before he felt any inducement to
write a line of the second. Indeed, he at one time
seriously debated the advisabllity of abandoning
it altogether, fearing that he might jncur a pe-
cuniary loss which he was in no position to stand.

“One incident,” writes Professor Lounsbury,
“connected with the composition of this work,
marks plainly the despairing attitude of his mird.
While the second volume was slowly printing, he
received an intimation from his publisher that
the work might grow to a length that would
endanger the profits. The author hereupon adopt-
ed a course which is itself a proof of how much
stranger is fact than fiction. To placate the pub-
lisher and set his mind at rest, the last chapter
was written. ' printed and paged, not m be-

f

THE

ANGEVINE HOUSE,

NEAR SCARSDALE.

Originally built by Cooper, it has been remodelled by the present owner.

In 1814 Cooper removed from Westchester for a

d lived at & place called Fenimore, near
m, on the shores of Otsego Lake, New-
re his father had settled years before.
od to devote his attention to agriculture,
began the erection of a large
use; but while it was in process of
» his wife, anxious to be mear her own

hen established his home in the town of
le. on what was called the Angevine farm,
e name of a French family that had occu-
for several generations. His dwelling stood
the eite now occupled by the house of Dr.
. in the Mamaroneck Road, commanding an
e view of the country about it and of
g Island Sound. Here Cooper erected a large
house, which, on account of its fantastic
jtecture and the wretchedness of its work-
. was called “Cooper’s Folly.”

n its general zppearance it resembled the typl-
Swiss chalet, but the timber of which it was
yosed was so unseasoned and so poorly put
her that the house had to be taken down
within a few years of its erection. The novelist
lived in it about three years, and then the prop-
erty passed into the hands of Dr. Bruen, who
on the site of “Cooper’s Folly” built the present

house.

fore the intervening chapters had been composed,
but before they had been fully conceived.”

When “The Spy” appeared, toward the close of
1821, its success was almest immediate. In the
course of a few weeks it met with a sale unprece-
dented in the annals of American literature.
In March, 1822, a third eaition was published, and
in the same month the story was dramatized and
acted before large audlences. In England its suc-
cess was fully as great as it had been in America.
From that country its reputation spread to the
Continent, and it was translated into all the
cultivated tongues of modern Europe.

In the Boston Post Road, in Mamaroneck, stands
& huge stone chimney. It is all that remains of
the old Disbrow house, that was erected in 1677
by Henry Disbrough. It is an historic landmark,
but it possesses a literary interest, also. For tra-
dition avers that, in the little cupboard that may
still be seen to the right of the great fireplace,
Enoch Crosby once sought refuge when hard
pressed by his enemies. It is sald that they
searched the house for him from cellar to garret,
but in vain. He remaired safely hidden in the
cupboard until they took their departure, when he
pursued his way in peace.

The success of ““The Spy” determined Cooper to
adopt literature as a profession. Before its pub-
llcation he was in straitened circumstances, for
the property left him by his father had adually
Awindled away, and he found himself with a large
family on his hands, with barely sufficlent means
to support them. If tne novel had falled, he un-
doubtedly would have passed the remainder of his
days as a struggling farmer on his Angevine es-
tate.

Fortunately, he had been unable to persuade any
bookseller of the day to assume the risk of bring-
ing out “The Spy,” and, at great personal sacri-
fice, had paid for its publication himself.- Conse-
quently, he was not only the sole owner of the

OOUNCIL ROOCK, IN OTSEGO LAKE.
Mentioned by Cooper in the Leatherstocking Tales.

Surrounded by his growing family, he led for
several years following a life that gave no indi-
cation of what was to be his career. His thoughts
were principally directed to improving the little
estate that had into his possession. He
bullt fences, drained swamps, laid out a lawn and
planted the great trees by which the present house
No though: of taking up author-
ship as a profession had as yet entered his mind.
Seldom has a first work been due more entirely
10 accident than that which he gave to the world.
y, after reading an English novel, he re-
marked to his wife that ne believed he could write

come

is surrounded.

One 4

2 better story himseif. She challenged him to do
so, and, to put his abllity to the test, he wrote
ition.” He had not intended to publish it,

wife and a friend, Charles Wilkes, finally
prevailed upon him to bring it out. Accordingly,
on November 10, 1820, an anonymous novel, in two
volumes, entitled “Precaution,” made its appear-
ance in New-York.

The work flat in this country, although In
land, where it was brought out a year later, it
ceived favorable mention in some Qquarters.
Cooper’s friends, however, considered it a 'work
of gregat promise, and

In h £t novel had tried the experi-
nent of ing scenes he had never witnessed
and a life with which he was wholly unfamiliar.
His friends pointed out to him that in thies he had
rred. They were anxious that he should try his
hand on 21 American subject.

Cooper censented. With him
was not a2 mere sentument; it was a passion.
was only natural therefore, that he should turn
for his subject to the Revoiution, with the de-
taiis of which he was familiar, by his acgquaint-

fell

other.

he

Cep

love of country

| dale his permanent home.

urged him to attempt an- |

it |

ence witk the men who had shared prominently
in the conduct of {he war and had feit all the
joy of a personsl triumph in its success. The

very county, moreover, in which he had made his
bome was full of recollecticns. He lived in the
beart of the neutral ground of the Revolution—

|

copyright, but of every edition that issued from
the press; and, as the book sold enormously, his
profits were large.

Having determined to continue his career as an
author, the necessity arose of changing his resi-
dence; for although the Angevine farm was only
twenty-five miles from New-York, in those days
of lumbering stage coaches and limited mail facili-
ties it was considered too great a distance to be
tolerated. Accordingly, in 1822 he removed with
his family to this city, where he resided in a house
in Beach-st. until his departure for Europe on
June 1, 18%, to be consul at Lyons.

While living in this city Ccoper’'s talents and
reputation gave him a prominent social position.
He founded a ciub, that numbered among its mem-
bers the most intellectusl men of the city. The
Bread and Cheese Club, as it was called, met
weekly in Washington Hall, that stood upon the
site of the present Stewart Ruilding, at Broadway
and Chambers-st. At these gatherings might have
been seen, among others, Chancellor Kent, the
jurist; Verplanck, the editor of Shakespeare; Jar-
vis, the painter; Durand, the engraver; De Kay,
the naturalist; Wiley, the publisher; Morse, the
inventor of the electric

{ and Bryant, the poets.

On his return from abroad, in 1833, Cooper Hved
for a time on the Angevine farm, which he still
owned, and undoubtedly intended o make Scars-
But atever it may

telegraph, and Halleck |

have been that induced him to change his mind, he |

dieposed of the estate to the first purchaser, and
retired to the interior of the State to pass the
last vears of his life at Cocperstown, where he
had lived as a boy. and where he died in 185L
——e

THE HAUNTS OF J. FENIMORE COOPER.

There are a few places around which men of let-
ters have thrown the charm of romance; others
have attracted attention by their historical as-
soclations, and still others are famous for their
beautiful scenery. Few, however, like Coopers-
town, possess all three characteristics.

The first thing to attract the attention of the
visitor as he wanders about the haunts of J. Feni-
more Cooper is the statue in the village park of
one of the ideal Indians of Cooper, mounted on
a huge bowlder. The statue marks the spot where
stood the old Cooper mansion, known as Otsego

Hall.
Only a short distance from the park is the yvard

CHIMNEY OF THE DISBROW HOUSE IN MAMARONECK.
Hiding place of Harvey Birch, a character in Cooper’s “The Spy.”

of Christ Church, with its tall elms, pines and
maples. Here, under a flat marble slab, which
nature has darkened In the half-century just
passed, sleeps the novelist. By his side are buried
his wife, Susan Augusta, and his little daughter
Elizabeth.

Admirers of Cooper will recall his description
of Otsego Lake in the first chapter of “The Deer-
slayer,” and which is just as applicable to-day as
it was fifty years ago:

“A broad sheet of water, so placid and limpid
that it resembled a bed of pure mountain atmos-
)here compressed into a setting of hills and woods.
Its length was about three leagues, while its
breadth was irregular, expanding to half a league,
or even more, opposite the point, and contracting
to loiss than half that distance more to the south-
ward.”

Council or Otsego Rock, which is mentioned in
the *“‘Leatherstocking Tales” as being the place
appointed for the meeting of Deerslayer and his
Indian friend bDelonging to the Delaware tribe,
has changed little in appearance from the descrip-
tion given by Cooper:

“A large, isolated stone, that rested on the
bottom of the lake, apparently left there when
the waters tore away the earth from around it in
forcing for themselves a passage down the river,
and which obtained its shape from the action of
;hei elf:ments during the slow progress of cen-
uries.”

THE JEWISH FEAST OF WEEKS.

INSTITUTED AS A HARVEST FESTIVAL, BUT
OBSERVED WiTH FLOWERS AND SHRUBS.

At sundown on Tuesday the Jewish religious fes-
tival of Shebuoth, or the Feast of Weeks, will be
ushered in, and for the two succeeding days Jews
the world over will suspend business and rejoice
in the observance of the holiday.

Shebuoth is the celebration of the ingathered har-
vest, and is sometimes known as Chag Haggatsir,
or the Feast of the Harvest, but the later Jews
have given it a deeper significance as the anni-
versary of the prociamation of the Ten Com-
mandments on Mount Sinai. It is observed on the
sixth and seventh days of the third Jewish month,
Sivan, and is just fifty days after the beginning of
the Passover. The title Feast of Weeks indicates
that it marks the completion of seven weeks, count-
ing from the second day of the Passover, when the
Jews of Palestine presented their omer of newly
reaped barley in the Temple. As the second day of
the Passover was the celebration over the barley
crop, so Shebuoth is the rejoicing over the wheat,
the first ears of which were then offered up in the
Temple. But as among the Western nations the
holiday does not occur in the wheat harvest, but
when the flowers are in full bloom, it is made a
sort of floral festival, and many synagogues are
decorated with flowers and shrubs.

But so devout is the commemoration of the an-
niversary of the Ten Commandments that nct only
special prayers will be introduced into the morn-
ing synagogue services, but a great many orthodox

Hebrews wili sit up the whole of Tuesday night, |

and read the first chapters of the Law and the
Prophets.

An interesting point in connection with the Jew-
ish festivals is that the time fixed for their ob-
servance was arranged so as to interfere as little
as possible with the industry of the people. The
Passover was kept just before the harvest began,
Shebuoth at the conclusion of the corn haryvest and

NOTES OF THE STAGE.

The coming week in the New-York theatrical
world presents a curious and somewhat unusual
spectacle. There are no less than six light operas
running in Broadway, each making its bid for
summer patronage, and each intending to remain as
long as the patronage can be found. With the ex-
ception of the American and Murray Hill, all the
other theatres are closed. And in the midst of

this amusement of the slightest kind Mrs. Fiske
will play for another week at the Manhattan in
“Little Italy” and “Divorcons.” That she has
been able to hold out so long against the weather
and the summer tastes of the public with tragedy
and a comedy that is played with intellectual
subtlety, neither of them new plays, is 2 compli-
ment to her, to her excellent supporting company
and to ner audiences.

The American Theatre players will be seen next
week in “Rip Van Winkle,” with Herman Sheldon
in the title part. This play was selected in defer-
ence to requests from the patrons of the house.
When revived at the end of last season, notwith-
standing adverse weather conditions, it drew good
houses.

The Metropolis Theatre closed for the summer
last night, with the must successful play of the
season, “The Climbers.”” The fall season will open
about August 2.

For the closing week of the season the stock
ccmpany at the Murray Hill Theatre will be seen

in Broadhurst’'s comedy, “Why Smith Left Home."”
The cast will include Henry V. Donnelly as La-
vinia Daly, and all the members of the company.

“King Dodo” 1is still drawing well at Daly’s.
The Wednesday afternoon matinees will be discon-

tinued, however, after this week, because of the
strain of the weather on the actors.

At Wallack's Rice's “‘Show Girl” continues.

“Dolly Varden” still runs at the Herald Square.

At the Casino “A Chinese Honeymoon' starts on
its second week.

At the New-York Theatre, “The Chaperons,” a
comic opera, new to New-York, enters on its first
full week, having opened last Thursday.

“The Wild Rose’” still continues at the Knicker-
bocker.

The last time that the Grand Opera House will
be open this season is to-night, when the final
Sunday concert and vaudeville will be given.

Duss will lead his band to-morrow night,
his third week opens at the St. Nicholas Rink, in
assical selections. At to-night’s concert the solo-
ist will be Alberti, barytone.

Henry B. Harris has secured the opening weeks

of next season at Wallack’s Theatre, -and will
present on September 1 a new comedy of Ameri-
can life by Grace Livingston Furnis Che pro-
| duction will em a company of well known

before the vintuge, and the Feast of Tabernacles |
after all the fruits of the ground had been gath- |

ered in.

Among the Reformed Jews Shebuoth is the chosen
day for the confirmation of vouth, when boys and
girls over the age of thirteen are submitted to a
public catechising, and if deemed sufficiently
structed are soiemnly admitted to church member-

| mer

in- |

ship. Emerging from the underlying schoolroom, |

the children march up the aisles of the synagogue

te the platform occupied by the rabbli, make avowal |
}

of their bellef, and pledge themselves to live in ac-
cordance with their faith.
open the doors of the ark behind the

pulpit, re-

The rabbi then throws |

vealing the sacred scrolls, and between him and the |
ark pass long strings of catechumens, and as the |

procession moves on the hand of the rabbi rests on
each head in blessing. Then they slowly wend
their way to thelr family pews. This ceremony does
not meet with the approval of the extremely strict
orthodox Jews, who look upon almost every ac-
tion of the Reformed Hebrew as a deviation from
the path of the ancient Jewish religion, and as a

hindrance to the proper observance of the pure |

faith of Israel.
e

CLASS DAY AT COLUMBIA.

Jest and joke, the merry note of college friend- |

ship, tinged with the sadness of parting, will be
characteristic of Columbia seniors to-morrow, when
they hold their class day, which marks for them
the end of four years of undergraduate life. The
president will give an address of welcome, the
nistorian will dwell glowingly on the deeds of the
class of '02, to the exclusion of all other classes;
the prophet, with a vision whose clearness is
fortunately softened by humor, will foretell the

future of his classmates; the presentation orator

will give his comrades some Httle gifts that play |

on their weak points, the class statistician will
tell the facts and figures of his fellows, the poet
will read his composition, and then the jesters will
side for the valedictorian, who will say fare-
he class, The seniors will then file out on
bareheaded, will sing the class
1¢ tree orator will deliver his speech as
e tree is planted in the campus green.
ro-morrow night the senior dance will be held In
Green growing things, blue
white decorations and trophies of athletic victorie
will fairly transform the usually prosalc *“gym.
Out in the grove between the stately trees will be
strung Japanese lanterns. The sun will be high in
the heavens on Tuesday morning before the last
couple, looking garish in their evenlig clothes,
the early da jeave to say farewell to Columbia’s
class day of '02
The young men who will have a place on to-mor-
row's programme and the part they will play are
as follows: President’s address, Allan Beach Ar-
nold Bradley; class prophecy. Richard Kelly; class
history, Stanley Kidder Wlilson; class presentaticn
speech, George Middleton; class poem, George
Henry Danton, and class ode, Gilbert Oakley Ward.
e e

SCHOOL.

the gymnasium.

CHILDREN AND

From The Toledo Times

It is curious the difference in the regard children
have for their school and schoolwork. When a fire
started in the Warren-gt. school one day last week
a little girl went sobbing down the street, with
streaming ., because she feared her school was
to be destr .d. A moment later a bhoy came tear-

in |
| The customary Sunday concert will begin at 2 p. m.,

and |

ing down the street on his wheel working overtime, |

and shouting,

fire!”

“Hurrah, kids, tke old prison's on |

comedians, including Miss Alice Fisher.

Jammerstein's Paradise Gardens, on the com-
bined roofs of the Victoria and Belasco theatres,
on the third week of its season. Mr. Ham-
in 'S re

enters

s¢ i

s pts of the gardens up to
date have be . ir » history of his
roof garden experience new acts are
introduced, while th principal features of the

T bill retained. The Sunday concerts

nt
continue.

are

| horse trading. Recently

when |

New wax figures of General Kitchener and Oom
Paul Kruger have been placed on exhibition at the |

Eden Musée. Other new waXx groups will be

placed on exhibition this week. The new orchestra
will give poj ar concerts afternoon and evening,
and new mo g pictures will be shown hourly in

the winter garden.

The following will appear at Pastor’s this week:

Jane Courthope and her company in a one act
play, entitled “It Might Have Been”; Fitzgibbon, |
McCoy and Fitzgibbon, In their knockabout com-
edy, ‘‘The Mischievous Brother”; Mr. and Mrs.
“Jimmie' Barry, in “Mrs. Wilkin's Boy''; John E.
Cain and company in *“Night of Terror'; Sullivan
and Pasquelena, in songs, dances and comedy; Miss
Blanche Newcombe, singer; Willlam Cahill Davis,
“The Man from 1, who will sing his old

“In Old Ne ; Besnah and Miller,
comedy singing and dancing; the Grahams, intro-
ducing “A Lady Electrician,” ending with illus-

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Shaw, singin
iss Frankie Wallace, singing an
hris” Green, the musical co-
on and Baimbridge, in a rural
Nothing to Say,” and the Ameri-

trated songs;
and dancing ac
dancing specia
median; Hutch
comedy sketch
can vitagraph..

Proctor’'s Twenty-third Street bill of continuous
vaudeville promises twenty-five numbers. The
Sunday concerts begin at 1:30 p. m., and will run
continuously.

Over in Newark Proctor’s $20,000 production of
living pictures will enter upon the fourth week of
a successful run. “Joe” Welch, Hebrew imper-
sonator, and H. V. Fitzgerald, lightning change
artist, will be features in the vaudeville bill.

The Fifth Avenue will present the permanent
stock company in “The Girl in the Barracks,” the
comedy In which Louls Mann and Clara Lipman
appeared. Henrietta Lee will play the part which
was assumed by Miss Lipman, and William H.
ald will play Mr. Mann's part. The Sunday
yncerts begin at 2 p. m., and are continuous.

Up in Harlem “Captain Swift” will be
by the Proctor stock company, E. M. Bell playing
the part previously taken by Maurice Barrymore.

running continuously.
B e —

HOW ROCHEFORT ESCAPED.

From The London Chronicle.

The death of Pascal Grousset leaves Henrl Roche-
fort the sole survivor of the group of évadés who
escaped from Noumea in the P. C.
nearly thirty years ago.
to go, having lost his life In the Soudan many years
agO. There was great excitement

officials were powerless to do anything,
knew that the runaways were
E. while the vessel was still
in sight, beating her wui' laboriously out through
the passage in the coral reef. The bark was an
American, and once she crossed the three mile limit
Rochefort and his companions were able to light
up their cigarettes in "fwace. comfort and ease,”
as the name of the salving ship guaranteed

government
although everybody
on board the P. C.

resented |

i bark |
Ollvier Pain was the first |

in Noumea |

when the party succeeded in making off, but the |
or two which has made the broker ache for the

| his own ground.

| sitting hen.

CCRED OF AUCTION HABIT.

ACCIDENT PRODUCED RESULT—POUNDS
AND GUINEAS—THE BOY WITH-
OUT OPINIONS.

The auction hablt is a fatal one to contract, as
it has been known frequentiy to lead to. much do-
mestic discord and unhappiness. Once, too, the
habit has gained hold upon a person, it can only
be shaken off by the exercise.of strongest will
power, which often is not the possession of those
who have fallen under its baneful influence. So the
weak go on filling their homes with useless articles
purchased at auctions at what seemed bargain
prices. Sometimes, however, an accident will ef-
fect a cure.

There was once a man and his wife who were
rapidly becoming addicted to the auction habit.
They were not fatally engulfed, however. After
each fresh auction they would bewail their un-
happy lot and determine to have nothing further
to do with them, and then—a fresh auction would
be advertised and in the front row of bidders
would be that unhappy couple. Finally matters
came to such a pass that they entered into a com-
pact to avoid auctions altogether. Shortly after
this another and most attractive sale was adver-
tised. The man and his wife, while they read the
advance notice with interest, nevertheless re-
mained firm in their determination. The morning
of the fateful day arrived, and the husband start-

ed for his office. and neither he nor his wife men-
tioned the auction. His way downtown led by the
auction rooms and the demon whispered that it
could do no harm to pay the place a visit. He
need not buy, and to watch the animated scene
and to listen to the spirited bidding would afford
innocent amusement. Of course he fell and soon
found himself In an obscure corner of the auction
room. For a while all went well, and then an espe-
clally attractive tea set was put up. It was just
what was wanted at his house, and the bidding
halted at an absurdly low figure. It seemed to him
eriminal to let such a chance go by, and so tenta-
tively he made a slight advance in bid. From the
opposite corner and beyond his sight the auctioneer
received another bid of a small advance. The man
who was forsworn responded, but the unknown bid-
der met him. The result was that after a heated

battle the man who was to buy no more bargains

an active part in the game, with the result ﬁ
the broker is laboriously learning to write with ,

left hand.

The letters R. 8. V. P. are so common that those
whe do not know their meaning are the exception.
But when they first began to come into use on this
side of the water they created a lot of discussion
and inquiry. In the nation’s capital a hostess star-

tled her proposed guests a quarter of & w
ago by a‘r: im'it'uinn carrying these letters.

one of the recipients knew the meaning, but Rob-
ert G. Ingersoll. who received one of the

firmly announced that they stood for

smart victuals provided.”

Speculation becomes a mania, and those indulzg-
ing in it are apt to regard all news from the mar-
ket point of view and to weigh everything by its
effect on stocks, cereals or whatever it may be that
they are dabbling in. Some time ago an amateur
who was attempting a short cut to fortune by spee-
ulation in cotton was standing by the telegraph
board on the Cotton Exchange. On this bogrd is
posted the varied and various information that
may be forthcoming about cotton, and in conss-

of all cotton devotees. AS

quence it is the Mecca
one of the empiloyes

the tyro loafed about
proached with a bulletin, which he posted on
board. The last line of the telegram read. “Worms
in cotton in Texas,” and this distressing plece of In-
formation caused the amateur speculator to race
for his broker's office, where he breathlessiy

out his long cotton and went short on the

This done. he strolled back to the board in search
of further information. He got it, for the
telegram had been added to, and now read, “Worms
in cotton in Texas are fast disappearing.” The
“are fast disappearing” was om a second sheet
which he had not waited long enough to see post-
ed. Then came a second rush, with a $500 Igss at
the end of it, which convinced him that the race
is not always to the swift. I G B

JEWS WHO WEAR PIGTAILS

HEBRAIC COLONY IN CHINA WHO HAVE
FORGOTTEN EVEN THEIR RITUAL.
It is not generally known that there is a colony

&

of Jews In China—Jews who wear pigtalls, bear -

Chinese names and speak the Chinese language
exclusively, and who have forgotten the God of

Cooper began housekeeping

HALL,
there. Recently remodelled by the present owner.

MAMARONECE.

at sales became possessed of the tea set at a price
that even in his enthusiasm he realized represent-
ed 4 least three times its worth. He ordered it
sent home, and went on to his office. In course of
the day he carefully concocted a story to account
for its possession. That evening he told his wife
how, attracted by the set in a china store window
and remembering their need of one, he had inquired
its price and, finding it phenomenally low (here he
quoted the figure), etc. As he went on his wife
seemed overcome by some emotion, for she hid her
face in her handkerchlef and her figure shook.
had the effect of bringing his tale to a lame and
impotent conclusion. When its end was finally
reached his wife removed her handkerchlef and
surveved him with dancing eyes. Then she sald:
“John, I was the other bidder for that set.”

The conservatism of the English is traditional,
and in no place does it show more than in the
British system of coinage. The rest of the world
has come in the main to the decimal system, but
England still clings to her pounds, shillings and
pence, and will probably so cling for a cenutry to
come, although the system is as inconvenient and
antiquated a one as could well be imagined. When
one goes to London he hears of a gulnea, a wholly
imaginary coin, except in collections, as it no longer
exists. It is supposedly worth 21 shillings. The
first guinea was issued by Charles II in 1663. In 1813
the coinage of guineas was discontinued, and they
have disappeared from circulation. They are, how-
ever, stnF carried in Engiish monetary reckon-
ings, to the occasional discomfiture of the foreigner
and to the joy of the British tradesman. Foritisa
convenient money of account in trade, especially
a man wanted to purchase
He finally found one that

a hunter in London.

E

thelr fathers and neglected their ancient
worship until it has been entirely lost to
But there is such a colony, and its
puzzled Oriental scholars for many years.

Recently it has been established that they
tered China—or, rather, thelr prog:nitors did—
about the year 319 A. D., in the reign of the Eme
peror Mingie 1I, and formed a colony about sevemt
hundred miles from Shanghai, on the Hoang-Hoy
or Yellow, River.

1!

Thelr city grew in population until its

numbered about five thousand Jews alone, and they
became so wealthy that they were able to loan
money to the Emperor, who so esteemed them thas
he built for them a synagogue. Two of them,
whose names have been lost in the passing years,
were especially honored by the Emperor. One
made the treasurer of a great province and
other was a general in the imperial army.

In the golden days of Judalsm in China
prospered, and when their magnificent temple
destroyed by fire they rebullt it in greater
nificence. In a land where there ars many fna
temples theirs was one of the most splendid. IS
was 350 feet long, and 150 feet wide.

To-day their temple is a mass of ruins. Stone by
stone, almost, it has been torn down by thosa
whose care it should have been to preserve it. The
story, even among the heathen, is that they forgot
the worship of their God and he forgot them. Theg
grew poorer and poorer with the advancing years-

GRAVES OF COOPER AND HIS WIFB.
Christ Church, Cooperstowr,

They lie under flat marble slabs in the cemetery of

uited him, but the price, £100, seemed too high. He

:xx\Ej the horse's owner argua_d the matter, the up-
shot being that the horse dealer offered the nag
for % guineas, which the purchaser snnpped at.
He was well satisfied with his bargain until he fig-
ured it out and found that he had given only five
shillings less than the price originally ask

says a New-Yorker, “struck the

“Have you ever,”
dinned into him that

boy who has had manners so
he forever agrees with you and has no opinions of
his own, at least none In conversation, if by any
chance they conflict with yours? There is such a
one in the circle of acquaintances of a friend of
mine, and that friend started out one day to un-
earth if possible an individual and original opinion
belonging to the youth.

“He invited the lad to lunch with him and go to
the theatre, an Invitation that was accepted with
alacrity. As my friend was a visitor in the boy's
town he asked him what restaurant he would like

to lunch at.
« “Wherever you do,’

a sweet soclety smile.
« ‘But what restaurant do you like?” was the next

replied the youngster, with

question.
« «Oh, whichever one you do,” was the sickeningly

sweet response.

“That setiled it, and so, firm In his purpose, my
friend led his victim to a vegetarian restaurant.

“There he relented enough to ask the youth what
he would like to eat, but became as adamant when
a sugary ‘Whatever you do’ was elicited.

“A nauseous compound of greens and tomatoes
having been disposed of by leaving most of it on
the table, the palr went to the theatre, the boy
wearing a dublous and hungry expression, and now
and again glancing at his companion with doubt-
ful eyes.

“After the play was over my friend suggested
ice cream, which the boy agreed was a happy Idea
+ “Where shall we go? inquired my friend.

«“ *Oh, wherever you like,” the victim made an-
swer from force of habit, and then hastily, as the
dish of greens arose in memory, ‘but they do say
itis goog at Jones's.” ™

A Wall Street broker has a brother who has
gone Into poultry raising as the business of life.
To this brother the broker recently pald a visit, and
the countryman taught to the city man a thing

other to return the visit, so as to have him on
The brother took the broker on
& tour of the farm, during which they came to a
“john.,” Iinnocently requested the

owner of the fowl, ‘‘won’t you move that hen and

1 let me count how many eggs she has under her?

The other started to comply. but the hen

during which they failed to keep the Sabbath of
their religion and were finally forced to sell all
they had for food and clothing. Stone by
almost, their temple was demolished, to be

to builders of other temples and houses; thele
sacred books were dlsposed of for what money
would bring; they had no place for worship,
gradually their religious rites were forgottem and
even their language so neglected that it has now
become & mere memory and they themselves & peo=
ple lost among the heathen of the Orient.

They are only a handful now, Chinamen in-all

that outwardly marks one of that nation, except
that every one bears the unmistakable facial chare
acteristics of the Jews. There is a trace of thety
old religion left, but so very little and so garbled

and mixed with the religion of the land that only

experts can detect it. :

Some Orlental students have held that thesa poor
wretches, starving in the city where their ances-
tors once lived a.-rgvr!nces In the land, are the rems
nant of the lost tribes of Israel. This, however, :
only wild speculation, particularly since China
merlmoned an‘.ge Blblelaanjd hwasu;ellulsno“ in the
early days o udea. Isaiah (xlix., says: “Be-
hold—and some from the land of Sinim &m&‘

In the days of the Er lFeror Mlnzo 4
the most highly civilized nation, d all ths 3
traded with her. The Jews visited the country re-
peatedly, although it required twc hundred and’
fifty days—nearly a vear—to make. w
from Judea. No doubt some of the J
chants, finding the country fertile and
advised their countrymen to em!mtq
that have been found in China that
enty familles started for the new land,
with them rabbis and men learned in the
the Prophets, and carrying holy books
R(;raphemaua 'u-ed dlnﬂtho hwm D.rl-“

ter a year of wandering the p D
Poen, the Kal-Fungfu nf to-day, and there
descendants have remained ever since.

For nearly six hundred years
gradually Jewish traders pene
of the country. In the year
by a fresh influx of their
power and influence of the
;:reuﬁed.c The first redf:ronco
n the Chinese recor was
century, when Jews are referred to as
llhe imperial army with great bravery and
tion.

The date of the beginning

dg generally. -
their own ple.
forget the ?:oomh! of their God and the

tion of the Sabbath came to them, and to-m
are only about a hundred poor, half |
wretches as best they can among
ruing of their once magnificent temple.

‘At one time these Jews were a power in the land
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