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NEW-YORK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED S

BOOTH IN CALIFORNIA,

YOUTHFUL DAYS AND EARLY TRAINING
OF A GREAT ACTOR—THE BEGIN-
NING OF A SPLENDID CAREER
—A GOOD EXAMPLE.

During the last twenty-five years of his life
Edwin Booth was accustomed to write freely

and frequently to the undersigned, and several |

hundred letters of his have been preserved,—
many of them being of much interest, and, by
son equally of their narrative-substance and
1eir sprightly style, well worthy of publication;
since they depict various episodes in theatrical
history, and, at the same time, illumine various
of the interesting and noble character

1
ti

aspects

of their writer. In one of those letters, dated
London, December 18, 1882, —he made a signif-
icant allusion to his early experience as an
actor. These are his words:

Glad of your boy's success With Barrett he

i{s in good hands, but he must not have all
sericus work. As much comedy and character-
i as he can carry will do him a world of

good. My principal experience was in a variety
of quaint and comic parts; and 1 am endeavor-
ing to t Clarke’s boy, Creston, into that sort
of wo He was with me on the tour, and he
did very well, for his first seasomn.

Later researches, among old California records,
have afforded means of illustrition of RBooth's
to the “variety of quaint and comic
in which he gained his “principal ex-
perience.” A careful abstract of those records
is here displayed, and it is believed that every
admirer of Edwin Booth's acting, and likewise
every student of theatrical history, will be glad
ss and preserve it. Edwin Booth's first
sssional appearance, it will be remembered,
vas made, at the Boston Museum, on September
10, 1819, when he was in the sixteenth vear of
his age: after which time he travelled and acted
with his father, for about three years, at first
.« on the Atlantic seaboard, later in Cali-

reference

parts”

to pos

in citic
fornia, which had just then become the land of
promise and Eldorado of the West. It is to the
California episode that these chronicles relate:
The elder Booth (J. 1Ib),

1852, — W ednesday, July 28—
accompanied by b sons, Junius and Edwin, ar-1

i 1board the steamer Cali-
fornia, Captain Whiting, from Panama.

July 29—The eclder Eooth made his first ap-
pearauce in California at the “Jenny Lind The-
atre,”” San Francisco.

Saturaay, July 31 -The eclder Rooth acted Sir
New Way to Pay oud

rived at San Fr

Giles Overreach in A
Debts.™
Sunday, August 1 -“Hamlet” was presented.

The
appen

Ophel

elder Booth acted Hamlet. Edwin Booth
.d as Laertes and Charlotte Chapman as

Monday, August 2—"The Mountaineer
foundea on an episode in “Don Quixote,” was
proeduced, with kdwin Booth as Vivolet and
Mrs., J. B. Booth, first wife of Junius, the
yeunger, as Floranthe.

August 3—"Othello” was acted, with the
younger Junius B, Booth as Othello, for the
first time, and Edwin Booth as Ca io.

August 4-The elder Booth played Shylock and
Idwin Booth played Gratiano.

6—The elder Booth playved Richard I
and Fdwin Booth played Richmond
August T— The Apostate” w
elder liooth played Pescara,
played Hemeya.
Sunday, August 8

st

. and the
Edwin Booth

“Richard 111" was acted,—
his

the e¢lder Booth playing Gloster and son
Junius playing Richmond

Wednesday, August li—Payne's * 3rutus; or,
the Fall of Tarquin,” acted,—the elder

Wa
and Edwin Booth playing

Roeth playing Brutu:
Tiwus.

August 12— King Lear” wus acted,~the elder
Rooth playing Lear and Edwin Booth playing

Bdgar

A st 13 Iron Chest’ i,—the
elder Booth z Sir AT «r and
fadwin Booth playing Wi

August 14 Othello™ wi weted t 1w elder
Booth as lago, Junius the M Kdwin
Booth as i and Caroline Chapman as Des-
demona

The ¢ ement ended that nigh

h

tha elder

E.;-lu“xvr'u' and « T
On Friday, October 1, 15852, the elder Booth
saited from San Francisco, aboard the steamer
Independence, on his ret u to the East
He crossed the thy from Panama nd
sailed from Colon to w-Orl s, he«
acted six time Charles Theatre
closing, with Mortimer and John
Lump, on A He then em-
barked on the steamer J. 8 eth, for Cin-
cinnati; but iled far fore h
ame fat: in la
vember i His hod car
ried to Dalt buried His d h
a calan vl r the tree t Y
On heari i t B T !
vas great nd where 1} I !
d, with h s lid wvi i ich
success, - Rufi Choute expre i th
ling of the hour, when h vid I'hen
no more actors!”  Friday, Decemb

oot
ned, in
Francisco Hall.

nian fanui San

called the

February Edwin
at the San Francise i
», in ""The American i
3 performance was repeated
Fehrua na Meadow Wit 1
Edwin 12 '

r Henry Mendon

February (
was pertormed for the
Chapm and Mdwin B
February Charles 11" wus acted, with
Spn as Captain Copp, and Edwin
Charles 11
rury 18—-The San Frand y The-
atre, opened, by William Chap
man child with a stock-com-
wis a member
aiden ware,”” with
Hamilton d Caroline
16:1
Idier's Daughter” wa
; vin Booth as Frank Heartall
February wl Pry” was per med
acted Paul Pry, and Edwin

William Chapman

Booth aj Harry Stanley

_l"'-hrw y Liooth ted Charles
Franklin, in and Wiy ana also
L.ord Sparkl > in Liver

February Booth acted Sir Charles

{ivvrﬁ, in ““I'he Trumpeter's V Iding.*
- l-‘rn:ny, March 4—Repetition of “The Soldier's
rvaughter” occurred, with Edwin Booth

Yrank Heartall c -

1853.—March 3-"The Heir-at-Law’’ was acted, with
Edwin Booth as Dick Duberly.
March 11—‘She Stoops To Conquer”
acted, with Edwin Booth as young Marlowe,
March 14—Same performance.

March 16— Maidens Beware’® was repeated,
with Edwin Booth as Henry Hamiiton

March 15~“Faul Pry’” was repeated,
Edwin Booth as Harr tanley.

“The Invisible Princ
was not cast, then had a brief run.

with

Thursday, March 2+ -“A Lesson To Mer- :
r‘*h.mln" was acted, with Edwin Booth as Mr. 5 teenth and twentieth years, when he pnssed
jromley 3 . : i
[ 1\|;,,-"»Q; 5 Same performance. { through this, the most important period of his
| A\iu‘rh’ “,v”"{v ;"l‘urnv or Wed “l:,s | novitiate, and the example that he thus set,—
repeated, wit 3dw ¢ S 5 4
| }'”’;'_‘_‘rs' Lo D th a BaEles : an example of patience, endurance, and stead-
2 “A Lesson To I,'mins"! was acted, | fast effort,—is one that young actors may well
as Mons. St. Va That per-
i formancs 1 March 2% and : : I TemembersAndt erintte
:{“I‘r"“ 41 : "‘\"i”‘ Booth acted Mr. Bromley, in! 1 ono after his early California days, and when
“A Lesson To Merchants.” | S ) o - R
Friday, April 1 + was acted, with { his renown had been everywhere established,
h}\\j’:f;l' S ( :';lu SUnIE L | veleated [EaWIN Booth, writing to the undersigned, Oc-
with Kdwin Booth as Dick Duberly. { tober 29, 1872, from Portland, Maine, made
April 5—The Trumpeter's W dding’ was re- e following facetious reference i
peated, with Edwin Booth as Sir Charies Rivers. | th l,' . e “ _“ 5 RELENC to old times
April 6-“Guy Mannering” was acted, with i and juvenile vicissitudes
Edwin Booth as Colonel Mannering I
April 7-—A Lesson to Ladies™ “"_,_,- repeated, I am dnm; well. though not '"'“'Ar than if I
with Edwin Booth as St. Val had gone on in the old way, of starring, at reg-
i
|
| EDWIN BOOTH.
]
(From a rare photograph.)
— — e SN,
April ~ x ~d Walker. in “Lea Jar theatres, without my T
‘ sy '_"\ ‘\;'L"""":‘v‘“'\;"" ton't know that I like this o
H 9 i = y place. It is still rather novel;
| 1 wnd ( Bushes” was acte its of it in my California
| wit w i : ivs, when the edge was
{ A twin | wted Fur t afford such Keen e
H i Yeilow Dwart nd Walk | fes, it is too f
| N ! ides, i st
{ ' i b anid Ot 1 Y in n vopla -
\ T v ! 1 v
i Anr i @ " 1
: - : s g
A | = . ! i
! [ I S
H i \ -
| § i i ! « I'a «
| f t k ! t I
A . v " ! fron
M 1 I \
e : = [ owes f monotor
Mr. 1 { hrough al 1 h
\ o |
18 v‘ : W | n ft d h t the loftiness of |
| Min i ¢ ted pirit Y ued, t weetness of
‘ ! : \ \ disy " T i, and the
ll “\.' 1 A S ved 1 ; 1 of his playfu wr er dimmed.
e 1 W ! | To hav Know 1 S a S d
|
= ed < x | reme mber | to he constantly encouraged
UiMay 19 2 5 ) A rd cheered WILLIAM WINTER.
Boot il and Catl Sincliir - T
acted }
M I P | AINGLOINDIWN LIFE.
ented 1 dw I 15 Petr
v .\.In ¥ e iy Wt ited, | irday Review
‘ 'I‘.,. .‘ \.n win 1 h .I' p T\ night at dinner the Anglo-Indian holds
o ! wed on | a kin ! ee. The inse ttend dance
May 26, T yut a year, | Sayiy round the lamp, s to watch
Booth w a new theatre calied one’s plate and glass l"{.“x“’\ RS e of the
the M ) e e = irsects should dance into then. There is one
. 1y Cathe o Sin- | jnsect—a littie, flat, brown, shining creature—
clair (M1 1 with whom he acted | which emits the worst odor in the world. If
principal parts. In 1854 le u professional | one of ”"‘-‘I“ "'”l"""-“ your food the whole is
: > tainted and rendered inedible. You d
vis O a 1 "ene > dare not
M Ali_ ‘m‘ mpany with |‘..||lv\ Keene, to the kill these pests, for if one be squashed the
Sine \t:‘ h il and Aus'ralia, but he returned | whole room becomes fiiled with its disgusting
to California, : an absence of nine months, | smell and is uninhabitable for the ne <
. ¥ v next half
and vemained there until the autumn of 1856, hour. So these abominable insects fly about
when he came back to the East, and began, at it ‘"”;um(y] “;“::’l ‘lhe T Angio-Indian
Wiy . Sy S S must perforce 1oo ciplessly on and inwardl
timgre, that triumphal carcer with which | sigh “Spero meliora™ .

was |

in which Edwin Booth |

UPPLEMENT.

‘thn public is familiar—lasting till his death, in
| 1893. Ample accounts are readily accessible,—

;in his Biography by the present writer, and in
{ other books,—of his professional proceedings in
| m but, of his early training and ex-

ence as an actor, these records afford a

ner and more particular exposition than has
He was in his nine-

hitherto been published.

LITERARY NOTES.

There is to be, after all, a su

» . suppiemen
volume to the delightful new Murmypedmorr’
Byron. This volume—the thirteenth—will eou.“
::un the bibliography and index. Six v
p;:(‘::»rylfern devoted to the letters and six to the

M. Emile Zola has finished a large i
new book, and the English \'crsmrrjlmrtwa: -
| brought out during the autumn. It is to -

called “Truth,” and is the third of the %enesbe
four projected by the novelist a long !;mo -
The first and second, it will be r:-rr.(-mb:g:&
were “Fruitfulness” and “Labor.” Neither book
achieved the success of his earlier novels, Ty
last of this series is to be entitled "Justic;‘." -

The man who paid $1.110 last March for the
“unigue” copy of Charles Lamb’s bit of nursery
verse, “The King and Queen of Hearts™ must
look upon his purchase now with some search
ings of heart. For a second copy appr;nﬂ;i ami
now a third copy Las turned up, anc o
has come down to -$Z5! " G ot

Some reminiscences of Charles Reade, that
brilliant novelist, are coming from the peqn of
his onetime friend, John Coleman, the actor. In
England at least there is a constant demangd
| for Reade’s books:; it is stated that nothing sells
bette~ in cheap editions. In the United Stateg
H_n-re is generally a demand for that master-
piece of histeorical fiction, “The Cloister and the
Hearth.” It is a book so willy, so charged
with knowledge of human nature so picturesque
and so thrilling that it cannot die. The man
who does net read this novel wilh wonder and
f_lt']ib;ht writes himself down one without taste,
imagination or the historical sense As for
Reade’s lighter books, who can turn witheut
keen enjoyment the pages of that most humer-
ous and acute little study of feminine charaeter.
“Love Me Little, Love Me Lonz”? We are
anticipating, not too patiently, the publication
of a small, light, handy pocket edition of Reade’'s
novels. May it not be long delayed!

The sixpenny reprints of pepular beoks are
being sold in great quantities in Fngland, and
it is stated that they have seriously aff:
sales of the sixpenny magazines

Those who have seen Mr. Kipling’s pen and
ink drawings for his forthcoming book of “Jusg

ing full of fun.

So Stories” describe them as

It is the complaint of “The London Morning
Post” that the current “Lives” Dickens de
not contain any account of his wonderful powers
as a talker. “As a boy in a lawyer's office he
was famous for his powers of mimicry, and as
an actor he would easily have become famous,
On the other hand, his inexhaustible flow of
fancy and humeor, a flow which he never me~
any attempt to check. must have made b’ o
most delightful of talkers. One remembers th;

comment of Thackeray on one
Dickens was making an afier dinner speech, ‘I
ecannot afford to coruscate 4 that.” Perhaps

it was impeossible to preserve any of his con-
versation. Voice, expression and gesture might
seem to those who heard him so essentiai to the
effect he produced that the bare words seemed
cold and dead when those who had listened
came to write them down. But we have a recol-
lection of a story to the effect that Dickens once
took Thackeray out for a walk and brought him
back exhausted—mot with w ing, but with
laughter. One would like (o have even a faint
echo of the conversation on that occasion.”

The re-establishment of Poland as a kingdom
and the piots laid for the purpose furnish the

machinery of Mr. Henry Setor Mer new
novel, “The Vultures.” These “V are
introduced as men in the service of strong gov-
ernments “whose mission it 1= to find selves
where things are stirring—to be at t seat of
war.”

Mr. Paul du Chaille, kindest and most cheer-
ful of travellers, has been living in =<ia for
the last year. busied in the « t of Mma=-
terial for a book dealing JUNIry.
He means to devote three S more
to this preparation, perfect in the
larn.guage, of which he alre xceilent

>, and living ameor { the

knowl

popul n. He has had : ith the
Emperor, who is greatly ir plans
uthor

promised to
useful spec

and who has
with a particularly
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9 Japanese Je ray i9
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issued suppiem p Bur-

My

meme

twn

irs,

blished

his

H
wife

wrote

out

one day sick (a

him), 1 was first acquainted with

have since marriea » was hi
ealous Presbyteria 1d a

eat intrizue that thougt
to her and had been invited to h
by several obliging messages fro
had still declined it. For I dislike a Y
women; upon which T =aid once to the
of Lauderdale [somewhat?] that

turned: I thought there were two s
sons that ought not to meddle ia affairs,
upon very different accounts, these were chu
men and women; we ought to be above it
women were below it. But from a gener:
Quaintance with my wife there grew a &




