THE BAYREUTH FESTIVAL-

MEDIOCRE SINGERS AXND DEFECTIVE
STAGE MANAGEMENT-RESPECT

FOR THE COMPOSER’'S SON.

Bayreuth, August .

The Wagner Festival is at its height here.
The first cycle of the “Ring” has been cOn-
~Juded, and now the performances of “Parsifal”
are drawing music lovers from all countries and
focussing the rays of rovalty, wealth and fash-
jon on this little Bavarian city, which glows
with life and color.

In addition to “Parsifal” and the “Ring,” 2
festure has again been made this year of “Der
Fliegende Holldnder,” which has been presented
with more than customary care, both as= regards
the choice of singers and the setting. The title
-2le has been sung by Bertram and Van RooY,
shose work has been most favorably com-
sented on by every one and which has
ainly been marked by great care and b
tancy. Emmy Destinn has taken the part of
Senta, and by her sweetness and charm, both
In voice and manner, has made for herself hun-
areds of new friends. Schumann-Heink has
sung Mary with her usual intensity*and mower,
while the part of the steersman has been taken
by Brozel. The Erik was to have been sung
by Emil Borghmann at all of the performances
but this wonderful young tenor has started for
a five months' tour of America, it is satd, under
a guarantee of 100,000 marks. The part has
therefore besa sung by Ernst Kraus, who has
chared to a large extent the honors accorded to
Burgstallier and Schmedes, the other two nota-
ule tenors singing in Bayreuth this year.

But despite the fact that such able artists
have ascisted In the production of the opera, it
~annot be said that it has been a distinct suc-
has not been attended full houses,
33 can be obtained for the
next performance. The reason for this is proba-
bly that theose who come to Bayreuth prefer to
hear the dramas which manifest Wagner's most
characteristic methods and his mature genlus,
rather than this eariler work, no matter how
artistically it has been staged. Tt would have
heen well if the same care which went into the
presentation of “Der Fliegends Holltinder™ had
jzed 1h= other productions. The “Ring”
in former

oss, It by

ats

and even now

~haracter
felt the loss of many singers
vears made the Bayreuth production of these
dramas so unalloyed a delight. It is true that
Bertram sang Wotan Wwith perhaps deeper
conception of the part thaa ever before, and
that both Burgstaller and Kraus made favorable
impressions as Siegmund and Siefried. and also
that Schumann-Heink contributed almost per-
fect work as Waltraute. But it is also true
hat some of the singing approached nearer to
mediocrity than it is possible to believe of Bay-
cuth. At times Ellen Gulbranson does work
which is almost great in the role of Rriinnhilde,
put at other times her 3\ is strikingly in-
adequate. and her dramatic work often borders
on erudeness. She made a more favorable im-
pression as Ku .. although even in that im-
personation her work was uneven, often
iacking in that and passion which at other,

who

a
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are

and often mnot so appropriate, times she had
indicated as belongi to the character. The
performances of P 11" this vear were cer-
rainly below the ndard., and, strangely
snough, tn a large extent it was the very singer
who was supposed to lend distinction to the
work who was responsible for much of the dis-

was

appointment which was folt. ‘This singer

Theodor Reichmann, a

created the role of
co 1

twenty

vears

who
Amfortas
supervision.

under g
10

own and D
his singing from the
house of Wahnfried, one that only
iwenty years could have elapsed since he was
in the glory of his vouth. His is hard
and unsyvmpathetic. his aecting awkward, and
at times it has seemed as if the very business of

ter his long alienation
wondered

voice

the part were strange to him. The part of
Amfortas was all that was required of him,
and he has already left the role in the hands
of Car! Perron and Hans Schiitz, and gone to
Munich, where he is to apprar at the Prinz-
Regenten Theatre next waek

But “Parsifal” this vear has been notable
for the introduction « a comparatively new
tenor. Schmedes, whose work in the title rdle

has received the highest notice from European
erities. and which {s certainly marked by so

much purity and brilliance that it amounts
almost to genius. His voice 1s a really splendid
tenor. under surprising command; 2nd his
assumption of this difficult rale is characterized

¥ an unusual combination—youthful exuber-
ance and mature understanding. aithough he
Thimseif is yvet far from hls maturity. Whether
he has been so much a faverite with those who
lve in Bayreuth doubtful Alois
Burgstaller, who also sung “Parsifal,” is the pet

of the city, wWhere it

or not 1=
believed that he is the

His voice is certainly
pov while his manner is
lacks that fulness of tone
1 of underst ng which mark
ork. Another new singer who made

s

great tenor of the future
full char
captivating,

1 and
but he

breadtt

and that

Schmedes's w

a promising impression was Richard Mayr, a
young basse who has been studying for some

time under Professor Kniese, of Bayreuth, and
who made his déLbut as Hagen. His voice has a
clearness of tene in the lower register sugges-
tive of Edeuard de and his entire

which is quite unusual one, is not-
ably even in quality and under good command.
His lacks the confidence of experience,
but jt is believed in Bayreuth that he has a

Reske's,

range, an

acting

Jong and brilliant future before him.
Much interest {s taken in the next perform-
af the

ance _“Ring.,” which begias Thursday, as
agner is to direct it in person. The
S ¥4 directed by Dr. Richter. Sieg-
;rled Wagner's personality is one which is com-
ing to have a deeper and deeper significance on
‘h_“ production of the Bayreuth festival operas,
While Frau Cosima still exercises the most In-
d_ﬂlnl!ah]t" activity in supervising even minor
details, it is certain that the influence of the
son is to be felt more and more each vear. Al-
ithough without the creative genius of his
father, he has undoubtedly inherited to a large
degree his father's artistic perceptions, and in
Bayreuth he is regarded with a respect which
amounts almost to reverence, not only by the
peasants, who stand aside with uncovered heads
when he passes, but also by musicians, who
see in him the embodiment of his father’s high
ideals and deep insight into artistic perform-
ances. With aone like this assisting in the guid-
ance of the operas here, it is the more surpris-
ing that some*of the flaws which have been in-
dicated should be tolerated. Of course there is
the usual whisper that Frau Cosima’s deepen-
ing moral sensibilities are exacting a standard
to which few known singers are able to con-
form; this, even if true, does not explain or
extenuate the engagement of so much mediocre
talent, and it certainly does not explain or ex-
cuse the clumsiness in some of the spectacular
effects, which were especially apparent in “Par-
sifal” this year. For instance, the marching
ckildren in the temple scenes appeared as if
they were engaging In an amateur performance.
The rhythm to which they have to keep step is,
of course, exceedingly difficult, but it seems
likely that a litue more rehearsal would have
overcome their uncertainty. The killing of the
swan and the casting of the lance bordered on
absurdity, so carelessly were these effects man-
aged in some performances. These are minor
faults, certainly, but no one appreciated better
than Wagner how much the perfection of the
pect lar illusi has to do with the entire
artistic impression, and he would be distressed
if he knew that mechanical carelessness was
tolerated. It would be entirely unjust to let it
be supposed that thes® adverse criticisms are
shared even in a slight degree by the thousands
of eager anrd enthusiastic people whe have
thronged here this season. One's first experi-
ence of an opera at Bayreuth blinds him to any
imperfection. If his sense telis him that this or
that is not ideal, he immediately blinds himself
with that most potent blindness which will not
see,

the annual pllgrimage to this
centre of musical culture was first hailed as a
fad, the pilgrimage still continues, and the
superficiality which may have characterized the
=pectators at one time, and dees stili, to

small degree, is gradually giving way to a
attitude which acknowledges from
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a profound impression
doubt this, sitting in the darkened
auditorium after the final curtain has fallen on
“Parsifal.” There no immediate rustle of
impatient exit; there is no whispering. Even
the appluuse seems 1o bhe the unwilling expres-
sion of an emotion which calls for the deeper
manifestation of tears. Superficiality 15 not
moved this way

The time will soon slip away now arter which
the sacred festival drama can be produced else-
where than in this littie eity, which it has hal-

18

lawed so long, and one regrets the fact, shrink-
ing at tha unsympathetic attitude <which will
andoubtedly be taken toward it in other coun-
trics, have it inadequately inounted and
sung, and, even when presented with a perfec.
tion H imating that which is now given it
to have it r would be as grievous as
sacrilegs For, whatever maas thought of
the subtle symbolic ideals which are presented
in opera, the splendid work, aside from its
passionate music, aside from its fascinating
magic i holy pageantry, can be taken as the
exposition of an ideal to which no healthy na-
tion. nor one truily great, can take exception
and endure—an id=al upon which all must agree
a8 to its transcendent truth and beauty-—that

gtrength and power grow out of the resistance
to temptation.

There 18 Parsifal, the innocent, thoughtless
vouth, vibrant with vitality and virility, re-
sponsible to none but himself, frec, so far as
easy sophistry might guide him, to lead the

kind of life which most pleases himn—there he is

put in the way of such temptation as might well |

beguile a thoughtful man, who has responsibili-
ties and realizes them. The temptation.of Par-
gifal in Klingsor's garden of flowers and delight,

! York. notlce is hereby given to all persons

surrounded by such benumbing beauty both of |

sound and sight as almost to put

the audience |

in sympathy with the enchantress, is a scene

of such dramatic potency and significance as | MARY
RUTLER, NOTMA?

history does not parallel. and when he has the
strength to burst from the embrace of Kundry
and live to be his highest self the opera of
“Parsifal” has reached a scene which, aside
from all other scenes, serves to make it one of
the greatest of the world's artistic achieve-
ments. If the force and truth and beauty of
this scene are liable to ridicule in other coun-
trles and cities, let it always be kept In
Bayreuth, and let that place become a mecca
to which fathers in all countries shall send their
sons.

COUNTRY'S

GAIN IN REVENUE.

TREASURY RECEIPTS SHOW NEARLY $6,000,000
MORE THAN EXPENSES IN AUGUST.

Washington, Aug. Sl.—The recelpts of the Treas-
ury Department for the month of August, just
closing, exceed the expenditures by $,%5,812, an un-
expectedly large surplus. The total receipts were
$48.605,812 and the expenditures $42,650,000. For the
same month of 1ast year the total receipts were $45,-
394,125 and the expenditures $89,351,497, a surplus of
a little over $6,000,000. The big surplus this month
has been attained In the face of heavy cuts made
by Congress in the way of wiping off the books the
taxes imposed on account of the war with Spain.
This act of Congress decreased the receipts by
something like $6,500,000 a month. In fact, in July
the receipts from internal revenue fell off more
than that figure, as a result of the cut. This
menth the reduction is not so large.

The receipts from the different sources have been
as follows:

Customs, $26,682.230; internal revenue, $17,525,358;
miscellaneous, $4,498 213, For August of last year the
customs receipts were $21,462,171 and internal reve-
nue §23,036,7%. The ‘ncrease in customs receipts
over the same month of the corresponding year is
over $5.000.000, showing that the country is buying
more heavily abroad each month. The falling
off from internal revenue is less than $5.000,000. The
expenditures are something over $2,000,000 greater
u,;.n for the same month of last year.
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PURSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF HOXN.

aunte of

B

« 1 v. ¥ ¢ sent *
subscriber, at his p T
Joseph i1. Mahan, No
¢ Maabattan, 1n the City of

bers Street
ew York, onor be

hirtv-nirst day of January, next. Dated, New
e O1h dav of July 1W =
ANDREW HEYBOURN., Executor,
PH M. MAHAN., Attrney for Eaecutor, No. 13

ambers Street, Borough of Manhattan.

I,\' PURSUANCE of an order of Hon. Frank

T. Fitzgerald, a Surrogate of the County of New
York. motice is heféby given to all persona having clalms
amainst Danlel Murray, 18'¢ of the County of New York,
decensel. 10 uresent ~ne eamd with vouchers thereof to the
eubscribars, at their place of transacting business, at the
office of Andraw Wilson, No. 154 Nassau Ntreet, In the
¢ of New York, Borough of Manhattan, on of before
the 3my day of October neat.

Dated New York, the 1sth day of April, 1802

JOSEPH E. MURRAY, MICHAEL F. MURRAY, Ex-
ecutors
ANDREW WILSON, Attorney for Executors. 154 Nassau
St.. Borough of Manhattan. New York City, N. Y.
].\' PURSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF HON.
of New

matiocp Burcau. |

T
e lght, |
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|
|
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New York |

Abner ", Thomas. a Surrogate of the County

York, notice 1s hereby given to all per having claims

against Amb-oge O McCall, late of the Cou of New |

York, deceased, to present the same with vo thereof

to the subscriber, at her place of transact business,

viz., at ths office of Thomas F. Donnelly, No. 41 Park

How. Borough of Manhattan, in The City of New York,

on or before the 10th da f February npext.

Dated New York, the Fourth day of August, 1002,
NORAH McCALL cutrix.

THOMAS F. DONNELLY, Attorney for Executrix, 41

of New York

Purk Row, Borough of Manhattan, Cit

l.\'_l'rlv'l{.\'L'.-\.\'('li OF AN OR[)L‘R OF HON.
y of New

g viaims
y of New

Abner . Thomas, a Surrogate of the t‘ount

ugainst Hannah B. Strong, late of the U 3
York, deceased, to present the same with vouchers there-
bscriber at che offi Hutle wn. Joline

e

in the City

I attorneys,
ebruary next.

of New York, on or before
Dated, New-York,

wth day of
August . 1902
RONG SHATTUCK, Administratrix.
JOLINB & MYNDERSE, Atturneys
ix, 54 Wall Street, New o Cly.

for Adimini

[N PURSUANCE of an
T. Fitzgerald, a Surrogate of the County
Notice is hereby given to all persons having vlgnms
against Stlas C. Croft, late of the County of New York,
deceased, to present the same with vouchers thereof to
the subscriber, el Fis place of transacting business, No.
26 East 126th Street, in The Clty of New York, on oF be-
fore the §th day of November next.
Dated New York, the 30th day of April, 1902
CHARLES P. CROFT. Administrator.
STRASBOURGER, WEIL, ESCHWEGE & SCHALLEK,
Attys. for Adm.. 132 Nassau St. N. Y. City.

N PURSUANCE OF AN OXDER of Hon.

Abner C. Thomas, a Surrogate of the County "f]!\‘e'
Yerk, notice is hereby given to all persons p»vm ﬁ" :"
agalust Mary Kelly, iate of the County of New YOIk, n‘:'
ceased, to present the same with vouchers thereof to th°
subscriber, at his place of transacting business, at‘ o
office of his attorney, . Thornton Warren, No. d!{ Nu—
sau Street, Borough of Manhattan, In the Clty © ew
York, on or before the 25th day of August next

Dated, New York. t}_x‘nggth day of March, 1

order of Hon. Frank
of New York,

00!
MAS KELLY. Adininisirator.
G. THORNTON WARREN, Attorney for Admlmum\gor.
No. 31 Nassau Street, Borough of Manhatiaf. & ew
York City.

N PURSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF HOXN.

¥rank T. Fitzgerald, a Surrogate of the r-‘unw‘:f
New York, notice is hereby given to all persons hav D%
claims against Harlan P. Smith, late of the toun!Yha"
New York, deceasea, to present the same, with \'OU% iy
thereof, to the subscriber, at her place of transacting ‘::gh
ness, at Room 64, Number 111 Broadway, in the Boro +
of Manhattan, in the City of New York, on or before the
ratea N T the 30th day of June, 1902
ew York, the ay o -, 2
. OOR!!EL!UETT SMITH.

Executrix of the Wiil of Harlan P. Smith, deceased:
PARSONS, SHEPARD & OGDEN, Attorreys for New
ecutrix, 111 Broadway. Borough of Manhattan, &
York Citv
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Printing, and will be ready for the banks as soC
as the deposit of bonds is made. The !ncreawe
circulation will not be taken out at all umes:eded
banks are satisfied that the money will be n\'ew_
in trade channels to relieve the tuation in i 8
York or elsewhere. The $12,250,000 does not i -
the circulation being taken out by new Danks.

by regular banks ir different parts of the coun!
w}hi-h have not be-n inform of the plan.
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DRAIN OF BIG ARMAMENTS.
From The Pittsburg Dispatch.

being printed at the

The financial and physical drain which is im-
4 reducing Austria to indus-
N:?d;m !}:M ga:rclml;euuod to have the l‘-“‘“te

tr
resuits in Germanfr because that nation was
n

ter able to sustain the tax upon its

Europe, freed from the expense of m%

millions of idlars, and with its vast mlor-
in productive work, would a more fors
le rival to the American invaders than

all its bristling guns and fashing bayonets.
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YOU WILL FIND COMFORT and ENJOYMENT at
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FOR AUGUST.

THE GREVYLOGK
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hetween the beautiful mountain lakes Wonons mic and |
Wononseapomico; elevation, 1009 feet; 25 mile view of

and Tldtehfield Hills; appointments and service
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For Young Ladies—CIty.

CADEMY MOUNT_ ST URSULA.
BEDFORD PARK, NEW YORK CTITY.

This Academy for young Ladies and little Girls is
directed by the Ursulines. It is delightfully situated on
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ARMY AND NAVY ORDERS.

Washington, Aug. 2l.—The following army
navy orders have been fissued:
ARMY.

Captain GEORGE ¥F. BALTZELIL, 27th Infantry, is
transferred to the §th Infantry, Company E.

Major WILLIAM C. GORGAS, surgeon, is relleved from
duty at Havana, ba, to take effect September 30,
:nd will then repair to this city and repert to the
Surgeon General for duty.

The following changes in the stations and duties
of the officers of the Medical Department are or-
dered:
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SUBEURBAN SCHOOL
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