
VIPPUR'S GREAT LIBRARY.

It was a glorious sigbt for th-- excavators
They had found inscriptions and other valuable
antiquities in various parts of the mounds dur-
ing the previous tw.-lve years but n<> discovery
could be compared to this in extent nnd Im-
portance. One by on.- the tablets wore care-
fully removed from their reftin^r places J>:
trained workmen. It was necessary to handle
them tenderly, owliir to the fact that they were
moi.st from being buried for several millen-
niums in the earth. Aa ihey were taken from
their restlnp places they were carried to the
cattle, which had been built by th. excavators

The clearing »»f th. library was continued a
few weeks after Professor Hilprccbt's arrival
at Nippur, when be withdrew tbe Arabic work-
men from its rui-is. owing io the shortness of
th.- tirre al his di posal, and sei ;h> v: ar work
"!i the eastern fortifications of the city, at th«
same time having one of ;!:• architects make a
ground i an of the r.ion.s exposed. Tbe com-
plete excavation »f this most important stru<.t-

ure, with its precious literature of a long for-
gotten past, will require several years of con-
tinuous labor. \Vhil<- tho destruction >>f t.'m-

ples, palaces, libraries and works of art wkick
the Elamites th.n arntmnHnhrfl must be re-
garded as gross vandalism.^M in this particu-
lar instance, so far a* the people of this day
are eonc< rned, it was most fortunate, for doultt-
iiss the tablets, i>« in^ mostly unbaked, would
have been destroyed long ago and th.-ir contents
entirely lost if the Islamites had not destroyed
the library building. Wh. :i th>- roof collapsed.
the tablets, which had l".-n laid in rows, classi-
fied doubtless according to their contents, fell
Horn the shelves to the floor in heaps, in which
condition the) were found.

was a business section for keepin? accounts, and
tne educational Quarters, with a vast Bbrarj

of a literary character. Only the southeastern

and northwestern winss of the immense e«iifi< \u25a0•

have thus far been cleared: in all about ane-
twentieth part of the .ntir»* library. Professor
Hilprecht estimates, on -i basis of the discov-
eries already made, on tne topographical ap-

pearance «'f tlie mound and the history of th»-
temple with which th.- library was connected),

that when the entire mound has been com-
plete)) excavated it will have yielded at least
one hundred and fifty thousand tablets; ev.ry

one of which belongs to the third millennium
l>»-for.- t'hrist

A little over twenty-five years ago the in-
tellertu.nl world was startled hy the announce-
ment that AshurhanapaPs library had been dis-
covered by Hi" English explorers La yard .« t»•(
Bmith, ruul thai among the clay volumes there
vfif accounts of the creation and d> hiL:<- which
rrnnh resembled th^ Biblical st-.ries. it was th<- i

ascertained that these legends were copies of
older tablets which belonged to Babylonian 11-
brnrl^s in th« southern part of the valley. For
some ttme neholarc have assumed that every
Important Babylonian city had Its library, and
thr»t Jf they could he found most Important data
for the reconstruction of the early history of
man would be forthcoming- Without detract-

ESTIMATED THAT ONK HUNDRED AND

FIFTY IHOUSAND TABLETS OF THIRD

BIILLEKNIUMB C \\ 11.1. 1 i:

TAKEN OUT.

Some of the most important archaeological

material th:vt ever cam.- to America has Ju: I

arrived at the University of Pennsylvania. A
library of which every volume or tablet was

written prior to Abraham's leaving Ur of the

Cbaldees was excavated in the reoenl cam-

paign in Nippur. These treau ur< 8 w< re brought

to this country in iw.nty-two large cases, con-

taining from six to eight boxes eath. More

than a year ago Professor Hllprecht left Phila-

delphia for Constantinople, expecting to ron

tinue ids work of organizing the new Semiti«

Bection of th- Imperial Ottoman Museum.

which occupies the third new building recently

erected at the Sultan'- order, and at the same
time examine and study the immense results of

the last expedition to Nippur, which had ar
rived at Constantinople. As Professor Hi!
precht was about to leav< Constantinople the
Sultan, who had theretofore on a number ol \u25a0\u25a0•

casions manifested his appreciate :i nf the val-

uable services rendered bj Professor Hilprecht,
presented to him, amons fther important an-
tiquities, the larger part of th«> famous t.-miii--
library which was excavated by the expedi-

tion of thf University of Pennsylvania. Pro

fessor Hilprechl In turn present«-d this map-
nificent collection of tablets to the Institution
which he represented.

Several versions of the creation and uelujre

stories older than those found inAshurbanapal's

library have been discove.-ed at other places.

One of these is dated about 2000 B.C. It would

not be fiuprising to find that versions of the

same accounts older than these already recov-
ered would be found in the great Nippur library,

besides other documents which would throw art-

ditional lisht on the early chapters of Genesis.
This in only one of the important discoveries

of Ike recent campaign. Considerable attention

was paid to the excavation of the great temple

of Bel. the foundation of which was laid be-

tween Six thousand and seven thousand years

before Christ. An ancient government palace of
immense proportion*, where the kings lived. > \u2666-

lunging to the fifth millennium before Christ,

and one of Ike ancient gates and walls of the

city were uncovered. A government palace

erected about 300 B. C. v is completely and sys-

tematically excavated, bosides numerous other

buildings of less importance. Most valuable in-

scriptions in stone belonging to th- earliest

rulers .if Babylonia, by Ike help of which the

early history of mankind in the valley between

tke Tigris and Euphrates will be reconstructed
were discovered. Antiquities in coins, jewelry in

gold, silver and bronz*" In great quantities: vases

in enamelled] and plain pottery of all periods;

seals and seal cylinders, such as the Babylonians

used in connection with their business transac-

tions: Images of gods, playthings in terra cotta.

bass- reliefs, weights, utensils in bronze, iron and
silver, *-!••.. were found. These are a few of the
important things found, without mentioning the

numerous facts ascertained and the many «a»
tiotis solved through th.- personal study of Pro-

fessor Hilprecht while In the trenches, which

have important bearing upon th. religious k«i
and customs of the daily lifeof the Babylonians

Only a small portion of the mounds at Nippm

Has thus far been completely excavated Con-

siderable work yet remains to be done on th*
tempi**. Only one side of the ancient govern-
ment pla'-.- has been cleared, and akaal one-

twentieth part of the library. In view of th*
fact th.it the Sultan and his administrative i-ilj

have manifested such a generous and friendly

attitude toward the university, and especially

toward her representative, who is the scientific
director of the expedition, there Is little doubt
that this Important work will be continued in

the near future, especially as Professor H»I-
precht has already completed all arrangement*
toward this end.

When we reflect that until recent decades
our knowledge of th- period prior to Abraham
was entirely dependent upon, the first eleven
chapters of Genesis, and that here is an entire
library, which contains many thousand vol-
umes written in that early age, we can at least

realize that the future generations will have
considerable knowledge of those early days;

which until recently «ac regarded by manj

scholar: s as mythical, and yet no one can even
conjecture what is contained in the larger part

of the mound, which up to the present n-maina
untouched.

The contents of the library, so far as ex-
amined by Professor Hilprecht while at Nippar
and in the last year at Constantinople, proved

to be most varied; in fact, practically every
branch of literature known to the Babylonians
is represented in the library. Among the In-
scriptions are hundreds of historical texts, dic-
tionaries, or lists of Sumerian words with
Semitic equivalents; lists of birds, animals,
plants and stones; lists of words for chairs,
stools and other articles of furniture; hymns,
astronomical and mythological inscriptions,
tablets which refer to the service and func-
tionaries of the temple

—
how many garments the

god Bel wore, how many temples and shrines
there were at Nippur besides those dedicated to
Bei, and what the revenues of the temples were;
tablets containing grammatical sentences writ-
ten by students, arithmetical calculations, etc
Naturally, in the brief time at his disposal up
to the present, only .he most cursory exam-

ination of the precious material could be made
by Professor Hilprecht; but. as he announced,

"the methodical publication of Ike rich and
varied contents of this unique literary library,

the first of its kind so far excavated la Baby-

lonia, and now constituting one of the moat
precious treason of tat University of Pens-
sylvania, will be lakes in hand vigorously and
constitute his chief task for the next twenty
years."

to house themselves and also the antiquities,
After the tablets wen; thoroughly dried they
were packed, ready to bo .shipped to Conataafc.
nople.

inp, therefore, from the Importance of the dis-

covery of this :in< ient Assyrian lil<r:iryat Nine-
veh, th<- announce ment ih;:t the library of the

Great Temple "f Bel, the must famous sanctu-
ary of the early Babylonia, has been found
sorely must !•«\u25a0 regarded as i.-iuf,- of even

greater importance. The scribes <-f Ashurbana-
pal ri::.<!'- n pies of tablets from this library,
f,.r it bad been thrown Into ruin over sixteen

hundred years prior to his time. The Elamite
hordes under Kudur-Nankhundi, L'-S.'i B. C,

who destroyed nearly every city of Babylonia,

threw into ruins at th»- same time the tempi*

!i:.r try .it Nippur, in which condition it re-

mained until ex< avated. This fai t determines
<>. t everj tablet found in its rui-.s belongs to

tn, perj, : prior to this invasion, or, in <".h r
words, wa \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• ritten Iifore ir about the lime

Abraham 1- ft South, m I-\u25a0:',lon a for the Prom
ised Land.

An. twelve years go when Prof, Hi!-
precht first rode over the mounds ;it Nippur, he
pointed out an • sti •

iv< group <>f mounds south

of the ttmple hill, which he regarded as the
pr ibable site of the temple library. About

twenty-five hundred tablets were recovered
from this mound in the lirst campaign. The

moi lid was tailed Tab>t Hill. Latei excava-

lions revealed many additional inscriptions, but

un the recent campaign Prefessor Hilprecht was
able to establish definitely that his old theory

whs correct. In the brie! space of about eight

weeks a series of "booh stacks." < r rooms, were

cleared by his field director, Dr. Elaynes, and

a rich harvest of nearly twenty thousand tab-

lets was gather* <).

in U-..- uppermost stratum >f this mound the

excavators found coffins vi.i \\ bad Ix n buried

in the ';n!> centuries of our Christian era. A

: ,... t many antiquities were also h«r. <1

uti.h 1.. \u25a01.-ri:;. .1 to the Jews who continued t..

li . ai Nippur after the return of Ezra and

N.h'ii i.:!i rniiu.nt among them were terra

coita lK>wis containing incantatio is and charms
jrl>,.n!,,,ln !,,,l in Hebrew :;nd Mandsean. Mown th<-

excavators went, through twenty-five feet of

accumulations <>:' debiis. representing several

millenniun-s of history, when they finally came
on the library. Here they found a series of
rooms, a. number of which contained ledges or
shelves built >nit from th<- wall, for the purpose

of laying out th>- tablets in rows. Tho library

seems to have been divided into two parts. There

EXCAVATING AT THE TEMPLE OF BEL, IN THE PRESAROONIC STRATA, SHOWING EARLIEST KKVSToNi: ABTH

KNOWN AM) A SACRIFICIAL VASE OF THE FIFTII MILLENNIUM BEFORE CHRIST.

STINGS FROM THE TEMPLE OF BEL, DONE IN THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM, HAVE JUST REACHED THIS COUNTRY
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