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: fROM THE TEMPLE OF BEL, DONE IN THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM, HAVE JUST

B

T

UNE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.

REACHED THIS COUNTRY,

TEMPLE OF

A

AT THE
KNOWN AND

EXCAVATING

YIPPUR'S GREAT LIBRARY.

}f!\"l‘ll\‘l:\'rf'll' THAT ONE HUNDRED AND
FIFTY THOUSAND TAELETS OF THIRD
WILL BE

MILLENNIUM B C

TAKEN OUT

Some of the most important archa ical
material that ever came to America has jusl
arrived at the University of Pennsy 1 A
library of which every v 1 Or
written prior to Abraham’s leaving Ur of
Chaldees was excavated 1

These trea

paign in Nippur
to this country in twonty-two laz
taining from six to eight 1
than a year ago Profe
delphia for Constantinople,
tinue his work of organizing S
gection of the lmperi n M
which occupies the third new ding r
erected at the Sultun’s ord i at t}
time examine and study th nse results of
the last expedition to Nipg which had ar
rived at Constantinog Prof « Hil
precht was about to ! Constan ple th
Bultan, who had theretofore on a numb of «
casions manifested his appreciati the val
uable ser €S 1 ¢ by Prof r Hilprecht
presented to him, amonz other important ar
tiquities, the larzer part of the famous tempie
lihrary which w “x ited by th exped
tion of the Un of Pennsylvar Pr
fessor Hilprecht in turn presen this
nificent collection tablet to the instituti
which he T

A little 5 R B it
tellectual world was i nou
ment that Ashurbanaps v hiad been <
covered Ly O 1 and
Emith, and urn the
were accounts of the erg iun ¢ which
much regembled the Biblical staries was then
ascertained that these I Opie af

belon

older tablets which

1o

braries in the southern part of the vall Foy |

some time scholars have assumed that every
]

fmportant Babylonlan city had 1ts library, and |

that if they could be found most Important data |
for the reconstruction of the early hlstory of
man would be forthcoming. Withous detract-
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IN TIHE PRESARGONIC STRATA, SHOWING EARLIEST KEYSTONE ARCH
VASE OF THE FIFTH MILLENNIUM BEFORE CHRINT.
ing, therefore, from the importance of the dis- | was a business section for keeping accounts and

covery of this ancient Assyrian library at Nine-

veh, the apnouncement that the library of the
eat Temple of Bel, the most famous sanctu-
of the early tabyvionia, has been found
surely must be regarded as being of even
greater importance. The seribes of Achurbana

yets from this library,

|

quarters, with a vast library

Only the southeastern

educational
literary character
and northwestern wings of

tne
of a
the immense edifice

have thus far been cleared; in all about ene
twentiecth part of the entire library. Professor
Hilprecht estimates, on a basis of the discov-
eries already made, on the topographical ap-

yearance of the mound and the history of the

temple with which the library was connected,
' that when the entire mound has been com-
pletely excavated it will have yvielded at least

one hundred and fifty thousand tablets, every
{ one of which belongs to the third millennium
before Christ

The clearing of the hlbrary was continued a
{ few weeks after Professor arrival
at Nippur, when he withd
men from its ruins, owing
the re at his disposal, and
on the eastern fortificatio

having eor

to ruin over sixteen
prior to } time. The Elami
K Nankhundi, 2285 B. C,
1 ne every city of Babylonia,
at the same time the tempic
H in which condition 1t re
mained 1 excavated toe
thut e blet found in its ruins
th 1 I r to tt inva n, or. i other
W s rit « ! the time
A bLrahar ft Southern B + for the Prom
ived L i
wut twelve years 5O P'rofes or Hi
proe t rode over the mounds at Nippur, he
pointed out oup of mounds soul
of 1 t h o regarde 1s tt
¢ t L rary Abtout
ve  hu red et ! recovered

nit

sta

ot
ries « book ks.™ ¢ rComs, wers
v hi dine Di. Haynes, and
v rich harv f near \ ty thousand tab

lets was gathered

In the uppermost stratum of mound the
execavators found cofli hh n buried
1 of our ( era. A
vere als wathered
I ho continued to
n of Kzra and
them were terra
ta bowls containing nca tions and charms
neeribed in Hebrew and Mand@aan Down the
1 went 1 ty-five feet of
« lations o enting  several
; millenniun s of history, when they finally came
on the library Here they found a series of
rooms, & nuinher of which contained ledges or

built out from the wall, for the purpose
of laving out the in rows. The library
seems to have been divided into two parts. There

shelves

tablets

plan
1 st important struct-
e, W it recious iterature of a long for-
sotten |} t. will require several years of con-
u While the destruction of tem-

of art which
accomplished must be
5&2-\].:“5”),“[ in this particu-
the people of this day
. It was most fortunate, for doubt-

libraries and works

then

re

so far as

ss the lets, being mostly unbaked, would
have been destroyed long ago and their contents

| entirely lost if the Elamites had not destroyed
| the 1§ ry building. When the roof collapsed,

which had been laid in rows, classi-
tied to their contents, fell
irom the shelves to the tloor in heaps. in which

ubtless

according

condition they were found

It was a glorious sight for the excavators

i They had found inscriptions and other valuable

| antiquities in various parts of the mounds dur-

ing the previous twelve years but no discovery

could be compared to this in extent and im
portance. One by one the tablets were care-
fully removed from their restins places by

trained workmen. It was necessary to handle
them tenderly, owing to the fact that they were
moist from being buried for several millen-
nfums in the earth. As they were taken from
their resting places they were carried to the
castle, which had been built by the excavators

4

to house themselves and also the antiquities,
After the tablets were thoroughly dried they
were packed, ready to be shipped to Constanti.
nople.

The contents of the library, far as ex-
amined by Professor Hilprecht while at Nippgg
and in the last year at Constantinople, proved
to be most varied; in fact, practically every
branch of literature known to the Babyloniang
is represented Iin the library. Among the In.
seriptions are hundreds of historical texts, die-
tionaries, or lists of Sumerian words with
Semitiec equivalents; lists eof birds, animals
plants and stomes; lists of words for chairs,
stools and other articles of furniture, hymns,
astronomical and mythological inscriptions
tablets which refer to the service and fune-
tionaries of the temple—-how many garments the
god Bél wore, how many temples and rineg
there were at Nippur besides those dedicated to
Béi, and what the revenues of the ter
tablets containing grammatical sente

so

es were;

nces writ-

ten by students, arithmetical calculations, ete
Naturally, in the brief time at his disposal up
to the present, only .he most cursory exams-

ination of the precious material could be
by Professor Hilprecht; but, as he ann
“the publication of the ri
varied contents of this
the first of its kind so far exeavated

methodiecal

unique literary lib

lonia, and now consuit
precious treasures of the University ol
sylvania, will be takern in hand vigerously and
constitute his chief task for the next twenty
years.”

When we refleet that until recent

to

our knowledge of the period prior

the

was entirely dependent upon f

chapters of Genesis, and that here is an entire
library, which eontains many thousand vel-
umes written in that early age, we can at least
realize that the future generations will have
considerable knowledge of these early days,
which until recently were regarded by many
scholars as mythical, and yet no one can even

larger part
it remaing

conjecture what is contained in the
of the which up to the pres
untouched.

Several versions of the creation and deluge
stories older than those found in Ashurbanapal’s

mound

library have been discovecred at eother places,
One of these is dated about 2000 B. C. It would
not be suprising to find that versions of the
san ounts older than these already recov-
ered wonld i yund in the great Nippur lbrary,
besides other docum s which would throw ad-

ditional light on the early chapters of Genesis.

This is only one of the important discoverie=
of the ent campaign. Considerable attention
was pald to the excavation of the great temple
of Bél. the foundation of which was laid be-
tween six thousana and seven thousand years
before Christ. An ancient government palac: 14
immense proportions, where the Kings Hved, be-
before Christ

the fifth millennium

and one of the ancient gates and walls of the
ity were uncovered A government palace

erected about 300 B, ¢
L & AL\,IZ"".

* was completely and sys-

really besides numerous

Most valua

of less importance.

i belonging to the earliest
3 by the help of which the
early history of mankind in the valley between
the eris and FEuphrates will be reconstrin ed
were discovered. Antiquities in eoins, jew: n
4, silver and bronze in great quantities ses
in enamelled and plain pottery of all periods

seals and seal eylinders, such as the Baby lor
used in eo ¢tion with their business transac-
tions; images of gods vings in terra cotta,

bass-relicfs, weights. utensils in bronze, iron a
silver, ote., were found. These are a few of
impertant things found, without mentionir
numerous facts rt wed the
tions solved through the personal study «
fessor Hilprecht while In the trenches, w
have important bearing upen the religiou

and customs of the daily life of the Babyl

ind many

Only a small portion of the mounds at Nippur
has thus far been completely excavated Con-
ciderable work yvet remains to be donme on the
temy Only one side of the ancient goverh-
ment place has been cleared, and 2bout one-

twentieth part of the library. In view of the
fact that the Sultan and his administrative body
have manifested such o generous and frien
attituds toward the university, and e
toward her representative, who is the sel
director of the expedition, there is little
that this Important work will be continucd
the near future, especially as Prof
precht has already completed all arrang: mentd
toward this end.
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