
NEW- YORK DAILY TRIBUNE. SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 21, 1902.

UTILIZING CITY REFUSE.

DR. WOODBURY, THE ECONOMICAL STREET CLEANING COMMISSIONER, IS MAKING VALUABLE REAL ESTATE OUT^OF NEW-YORK'S ASHEj
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WORK OF ENLARGING BIKER'S ISLAND-

rRISON LABOR EMPLOYED.

\u25a0 September 1. the date, when the Proton water

should have' been flowing from the hydrants on

Bikcr-s Island,, has pa-scd. am' no piping has yet

been laid under the channel between the Island

»n<J the mainland. The contractor promises, how-
ever, to have the work finished by October 1.

This deaay. more than anything else, holds back

the xrork of filling with city refuse the area of
forty-one acres within the crib erected southwest

of the island about six years ago. Other difficul-
ties, too. have held back the Department ot Street
Cleaning in it? efforts to dispose of almost the

entire solid refuse of New-York in adding to the

area of this Island, which is destined, according to

present plans, to become th«« site of the city

prisons, leaving Hlnckwell's Island entirely to the
Department of Charities. "-\u25a0. ~- -

At present the prisoners are taken on a boat

from Blackwell's' Island to Hiker's Island each
morning to work, and are returned to the prison

at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. This materially

shortens the hours of effective labor anu dimin-

ishes by at least one-fourth the working efficiency

of the force. While there- are barracks sufficient
to house and feed the 9M prisoners tins employed.

the water supply of the Island is limited, and
sanitary .condition? cannot be provided for so
many men without abundant water. The only fresh

\u25a0water obtainable comes from a well 12 by 12 feet,

and CO feet deep, dug during the administration
of Mayor Strong. The barracks were began

•during Mayor Strong's administration, but were
not completed. The Van Wy.k administration
finished tne buildings, but the plan of fillingme
crib with city refuse was Belayed by litigation, by

the experiments of several contractors and by

the alleged preference of the Department of Street
Cleaning for the more expensive plan of dumping

the refuse at sea. It has been charged that this
preference -was in a measure due to the profitable

contract held by the owner of patents, on a dump-
ing scow used by the department. This contrac-
tor has naturally opposed every plan for the final
disposition of city refuse which contemplated the

abandonment of his scows and the curtailment of
(

his profits. His last effort to prevent the utiliza-

tion 'of city refuse and prison labor was de- I

feated lately by the refusal of the courts to-

ftrant a permanent Injunction against the De-
partment of Street Cleaning, prohibiting the fill-
ing of the crib with city refuse. It is asserted
that much of the complaint in ihe past was due
to the carelessness and indifference of contractors

•who were not unwillingto have this method of dis-
position forbidden by the courts in order that the

eea dumping might be continued.
One of the greatest difficulties encountered by

the authorities has been the unloading of scows.
Even 200 able bodied prisoners make only little im-
pression in a day on a dozen scow loads of refuse,

arid therefore until recently the larger part of the

water in an irregular heap. The Enme tide and
that of the days immediately following soaked the
filling,whloh had already been raised to grade, and
caused a settling- of the ma.«s of more than four
feet. The yard or so of top dressing of earth, dug
with a st>am shovel from the high ground in the
centre Of the island, cracked open for a distanceof over two hundred yards, and by it? subsidence
broke the fishplates of the little railroad and cre-
ated a necessity for five or six feet of additional
lillingand new top dressing. This subsidence,
t'aptain Piper paid, was perfectly natural, as the
fillingconsists In large volume of paper, straw, ex-
celsior and other spongy stuff, which diminishes
in volume when it becomes watersoaked, and also
as it decays. It will bo many years before the
made ground can be saf.-ly used for building pur-
poaes. This, however, in no wise diminishes the
value or importance of the work, as the solid
ground of the island has an area of about two hun-
dred and slTty ;icrc« and affords ample building
space for many years to conic. Meanwhile th«
made land can b<» profitably utilized for gardening
and other purposes.

There Is only one family resident at present on

HOW REFORM HAS BEEN EFFECTED IN

A DOWNTOWN PBECINCT—HIS REC-

ORD IN BROOKLYN.

For they pave us Myles O'Reilly, from Gowanus-
by-the-Bay,

An' he woke us from the torpid trance in which
we've growed .so gray,

An' he'll Flash off all our buttons if we* doesn't
eiirn our pay:

So there won't be nothin' doln' In the mornln'.

Captain Myles O'Reilly, better known by some as
the "Brooklyn Terror." the "Blue Lightning," the
"Morning Ghost" and the "Honest Cop." Is to

have a birthday party next Saturday, for on that

CAPTAIN MYLES O'REILLY.
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HE GETS THE WORTH OF HIS MONEY

EVERY TIME.
'
"AChinaman at the telephone Is a funny thing."

remarked a long distance telephone operator In
"The Denver News" a few day3ago. "You see, it
is impossiDle to tell whether one person or half a
dozen are talking, and we often become mixed up
in listening to them. When one is speaking it seems
as ifhalf a dozen are talking, and we often imag-

ine the wires are out of order. To make matters
worse, the Chinese delight in talking as fast as
possible, and we never know whether the Chinaman
at this end of the wire is talking or If itis the one
at the other end. After the conversation is ended
the Chink walks out of the Dooth with a self-satis-
fied smile on his face, and pays for a three minutes'
talk. AYe have lately discovered that he invariably
says as much during that time as could have been
said by a white man in fifteen minutes."

A CHINAMAN AT A TELEPHOXE.

HOW THE CRUSTACEANS ARE CAUGHT

AND KEPT FOR MARKET.

Bangor. Me.. Sept. 20 (Special).-Now that the

summer visitors have gone, the people along: the

eastern coast of Maine are turning their attention
to the harvesting of the lobster crop that is to fur-

nish materials for the winter broils and salads

In former years the lobster? were sent to mark t

as soon as caught, but nowadays. in order to regu-

late the supply and maintain prices, a different

policy is pursued, the fish being kept in pounds

and cars, alive and fresh, and marketed according

to the demand. In these days, when the catch Is

much smaller than formerly, this «*•»» ln
*

-.;"
pensable. insuring as it does something like regu-

larity In supply, and. consequently, a fairaverage of prices, whereas without It there would

be an alternation of feasts and famines.
Lobsters are caught in traps-cages made of a

framework of wooden slats or laths. \u25a0*"*<»*•;
drical in shape-two or three feet wide .the flat

part and twenty to thirty inches deep wlth netting

to cover the ends, the netting extending Inward In

funnel form and having openings through which

the lobster finds it easy to enter but practically
impossible to etcape. At stated ™*™l*-™ce a

day usually-the traps are drawn up from the

torn where they are sunk, and the lobsters taken

out. The trap is the freshly baited and sunk for

another catch. The fishermen generally dispose

\u0084. thelr catch to the owner of a pound who keeps

a large stock on hand and sells to wholesale deal-

ers at points along the coast from Eastport to

Boston. Portland being the largest market. .
A pound is simply a large inclosure. usually

H&eriirS^s^rs^splaced in reaSlncss for the "fall crop." and willbe
tilled as fast as the lobsters are brought in. A
good many lobsters are kept in cars, which are
g?eat floating cages, whence they can easily and
quickly be removed for shipment in some cases
the cars being moored alongsiae steamboat
wharves, so that the transfer from the water to
barrels on the steamer's deck is accomplished in
a very short time— a case of live lobsters while*

"The" laws of Maine prohibit the taking of lobsters
less than 10^2 Inches In length, and, although there
are many violations of the law, this prohibition
has been a valuable protection to the young. Just
as the theorists and statisticians send out period-
ical alarms about the destruction of Maine's for-
ests so they announce annually that the last
Maine lobster will soon be caught and the day of
salads be only an epicurean memory; but the coast

of Maine is extensive, the lobster family innumer-
ous and prolific and its commendable efforts In
the direction of multiplication ana expansion are
being ably assisted by the United States Fisheries
Department, whose "work in the cultivation and
propagation of this best of shellfish has met with j
gratifying success.

MAINE LOBSTEH CROP.

policy, all night debauches and other vices flourish.
This talk about getting evidence, and impos-

slble it is. is all rot. Why. all you've got to'do is
to keep your eyes open. Why. any man half awaxe
can tell whether a place Is crooked or not. _ .

"Now, Idon't believe si raids. Ibelieve pre-
venting Instead of punishing crime. The *»>*•>
do is to go Into such a place as a gambling "ouije.
sit down at the table, and then talk with the
players; tell them they're dead wrong, and >"*?ought to earn an honest living. I-or it t> a

tL*,;
that if the most of these 'crooks' would put their
cleverness to a decent trade they'd get ricn. \u0084„_

"Do you think that Colonel Partridge, w"l clean
up the town ifhe makes th*police do their duty

"Certainly. Colonel Partridge Is all right.Give
him Ichance. A man can't get the lay of the Urn
and learn how to handle eight thousand nv»n and

clean out corruption in six months in a rl.> oi

three million five hundred thousand. If n»' n!YIA
ten year term, or even longer. Iam '

*-?f'™
sure-that he'd have this town as cl*an a" *

t^?m
""

board is on Monday night at the end of that urn".

He's doing well as it is. Give him a chance.

Hamllton-st. station of Brooklyn "wuz eomln*
"

there were such exclamations as these up and
down the Bowery:

"YV'y he's the cop wat goes out huntln for
grafter* and gmiK mornin's wid de milk wagons.

'

"He's the guy dat wen he fines a gin mill doln'
bizness at -' o'clock, he Jest goes in and pulls de
whole push."

And then some of the patrolmen of the precinct,
who had formerly done duty under the "Honest
Top" in Brooklyn, talked about him in the follow-
ing fashion:

As long as Captain O'Reiliy was head of the
Hamllton-ave. force, there wis never a raid sent

there from Police Headquarters. He found the
precinct "pretty wide open." and immediately set

out to shut it up. He used to take long walks
through its street^ between midnight and morning,
looking behind bar screens or where there were
lights and a lot of noise. The first night he found
a gang of men drinking and playing cards in a re-
sort in Hamllton-ave. He walked in the back
way, and ran plump Into the proprietor. They
recognized each other instantly, and the saloon
man sa'<l:

"Xothin' doln', cap. Only a few friends of mine
here."

"Put out the lights, run thesp men into the
street, or I'llpull tne whole crowd. And don't lie
to me again." was the answer.

But the crowd was out in the street without
being invited. The captain on his Haroun al
Ras. hid tours of the early morning soon spread
terror through th3district. As Captain O'Reilly
said at the time:

"It's sort of hard cleaning up a district, be-
cause you've got to get the lay of the land. But
after you've cleaned It up. it is easy to keep It
clean." All the police want to do is to keep their
eves open— keep 'em open, understand?"
"And so Captain O'Reilly, after he had been trans-

ferred to Oak-st.. to clean up the Old Fifth, a few
days after he had taken charge said to one of
his detectives:

"It's the newspapers that are cleaning up this

place. They print a lot of pictures of the 'Brook-
lyn Terror.' and all that, and these fellows are on
the run before Iknow who they are."

The next night the captain was walking down
Cherry-st.. about 2 a. m.. when he heard men
swearing in a nearby cellar. He put his head to

a crack, and heard one feller with a big voice say:

"The new captain Is a hum and a bluffer. This
talk that he's honest is all rot. He's out after the

graft, same as all the rest."
"Right you are." chimed in another. "Id like

to have a" craok at his mug. I'd make him drop
his flukes."

"I'dlike to kill him." said a third.
The captain thought it was getting Interesting,

so he stepped in. He came on them so suddenly
that it soft of took the wind out of them. Then he
sai.l:

"I'm Myles O'Retlly; I'm the man you're groin' to
kili

"
The crowd is said to have looked as dazed as if

he lud hit even' one of them over the head with
a nightstick. Then they took to their he^ls, and
as a sort of souvenir Captain O'Reilly gave three
or four of them a punch in the ne-k.

The force in his command at Oak-st. speak with
the greatest respect of their captain, and many
who did not know his ways when he first came,

now are his warmest admirers. As one of them
said:

\u25a0We like the captain, althbugh he is strict with
us. for ifhe finds a man doing his duty he will al-
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PRISONERS CARTING ASHES AWAY FROM THE DUMP ON HKKBTS ISLAND.

r&f*« refuse has gone to sea as formerly. A big
dredge, capable of unloading three or four scows in
a day. was finally secured, and by the aid of a
•small locomotive and a dozen automatic dumpcars.

the -waste is conveyed to the place where it is
wanted and left there as rapidly as It is taken
from the scows. This plan worked so well that
the Department of Street Cleaning- leased from the
government the famous old dredge Hell Gate, and
it Is now discharging city refuse from scows at a
rate which piles Itmountain high above the carts

and the 200 prisoners who convey it to the place of

Anal deposit. So rapidly has the work proceeded
•with these appliances that Commissioner Woodbury
has arranged for more dredges to be put Into ser-
vice as soon as the way iscleared to operate them.
"With the additional appliances which will soon be
available. Captain Piper, superintendent of final
disposition. Fays he hopes to complete the filling
of the present crib in about eighteen months.
This -will add about forty acres to the area of the
Island. A second crib will meanwhile be con-

structed to the northeastward of the island and
similarly filled.

Th» Inability To use more dredges now is due to
seme experiments by contractors along the south
e!de of the crib. One had a scheme for pumping
the refuse from a basin into which it was to bedumped from the scows. It is said that after

'
losing $18,0)0 the contractor discovered that New-
York refuse-came to Hiker's Island in chunk's toobig for successful pumping. He sold his plant for
v song to another experimenter, who thought he
bad Invented an endless chain svstt-m of scow un-loading, which would make both the city and him-
self rich. He failed, like th- man who tried to
pump the crib full, and left the plant he had used
to block the way for unloading by the present
method. A pile driver, derrick and other appli-
ances are now engaged in removing these obstruc-
tions.

Still other difficulties have arisen from time to
time. Much of the bottom on whi.-h the crib wasbuilt "was soft mud. and a lew days ago during
en

——
high tide, over fifty feet of the cribon the south s:.:. of the island was undermined by

the current and disappeared. The wall in thiscase was made of rough rock dumped into the

A small boy of eight has come all the way from
Chicago by himself to spend a whiie with his uncle
and little 'girl cousin In Flfteenth-st. It is thf> first
time he has ever le« n away from his mother, but
if he feels any homesickness he hides it like a lit-
tle man When he arrived his uncle helped him un-
pack his travelling lias, und. to his astonishment,

came upon a cigarette case half filled with clumsy
looking cigarettes, rolled of writing paper and filled
with dried corn silk. 1-Varing that th.- little rolls
might not be so Innocent as they looked, he ques-
tioned the boy. Tht child ar.swere,i quite frankly.

"They're, nothing but corn silk." be said, "but
they're" the bes! 1 could do. You know how mamniu

is about such things like that. Iknew wed have
a long ride from Chicago here, and I'd want to

spend a good deal of time In the smoking room
with the oth.-r men. and a iHL.w is such a silly
without a thing to smoke. They re only corn silk

but Iguess they're all right, for the porter told
mt- Imade more smoke than anybody else In the
l<

That same small boy is named Reginald, but on
the rery first day of bis stay in the capital he drew
bis uncle aside and confldentlaly asked that h- be
called by another name during his visit.

"Reginald's a sissy name." .suitl he. '1 •\u25a0 :int stay

ov: on our front steps a minute without having
mamma come to the door .m<l say. '<"ome In. Regi-

nald.' and then the boys guy me on account of ray

fool name Here they don't any of them know it.

and If you want to give me a good timeIwish to
goodness you'd just call me Pete.'

CHICAGO HOY AWAY FROM HOME.
From The Washington Post.

this tract of land. William Halpln. coxswain, of
the Department of Correction, has a neat little
borne, and his wife and three young sons and baby
daughter p^em to enjoy their isolation. The De-
partment of Correction has fifteen acres of land
under cultivation, and pastures its horses on about
forty acres of the rempindtr. It has raised m<Te

cabbage t^»n corn, peas and other vegetables
than could be used in season, and Warden Peattts
is now making sauerkraut of the surplus cabbage.
The buildings are four prisons, a dining ball, a
workshop, a hospital, a storehouse, a keepers
house, a bouse r>r the warden, a blacksmith shop,
a stabie. a bouse for the coxswain and a powder
magazine. Except the coxswain's house, these
!idldings at night are deserted, except for the

caretakers The farming, repairing, much of the
building, the plumbing, roadmaklng and painting
are all done by prison labor.

"ItHI you. time flies in this business. Look at
that calendar, with an nngr-l flying over every
month. Igot that five years ago. Pretty soon I
can use it again. J\>ep movin' Is my motto.

'
The policeman who has made such a record for

himself that the day after he was transferred from
Brooklyn t<> t h<- Oak-st station the streets were
.^aid *o be full of vans tilled with th.- furniture of
poolrooms, policy shops, gambling houses and

otht-r evil resorts does not look as if he lackca
only one year of bi-hiK a sexagenarian. Erect as
an elevated railroad pillar, his hair sprinkled with
iron gray, close clipped and standing on end; eyes
that st-em to penetrate the deeper because of the
pressure of heavy eyebrows upon them and with
an energy t!)i.t shows Itself In the constant grind-
ing of his teeth. Captain O'Reilly could <:isiiy pf&a
for a man twenty years nis junior.

Many are the stories told of t'r.e "Brooklyn Ter-
ror" since he became a captain of the noiice in
1895. And when he came to Oak-.=t. last .lune the
history of his exploits crossed the East River
ahead of him. and the tenement house dwellers of
the Fifth Precinct who live between Catharine and
Fulton sis., the river and the Bowery told all these
stories over again, with striking results.

Before Myles O'Reilly was captain at Oak-st., the
precinct, according to popular gossip, had been a
favorite hunting ground for petty thieves, pan-
handlers and sneaks, who roamej up and down
the Bowery, apparently, without apprehension of
police interference. In the side streets, mixed l;i
with crowded tenement houses, were said to be
dives of the lowest character, where men gambled
their paltry earnings away and where other vices
flourished. eUher openly or under some kind ofcover, while poolselling flourished.

When the news came mat the captain of the

day he will begin his sixtieth year. Now that he
has won his fight with the four patrolmen whom
he caught one morning "shooting craps" in a wide
open enloon, and the talk of a rr^tlny among his
men has beon knocked in the J^id by Commis-
sioner Partridp". who supported the captain by
dismissing all lour men. the "Brooklyn^Tf-rror"
says that ho never felt younger in his l^r, and
can't believe tht calendar.

"Tea," Bald the captain of the Fifth Precinct, as
he tilted back in his chair yesterday and looked
out of the windows of the Oak-st. station at a
crowd of tenement house children playing in an
op<pofiite doorway. "I'll be fifty-nine years old on
the 27th of this month"; and as he said it he
pounded on the desk with his fist, took a pull at

his gray mustache, and then pointed to an old
calendar hanging from the mantelpiece behind his
desk, with the remark:

ways take pains to reward him somehow or other.
He's good to the people around here, poor as they
are. Do you see that barber shop opposite the sta-
tion? Well, the barber charges three cents for a
Shave withoiu bay rum and five cents with. and.
although he must suffer, the captain goes over
there every day for a shave. One day he said to
me:•' 'Better patronize that fellow. Give him a chance.
He's a Brooklyn man. and Iwant to help him

"Well. Iwent over there and found the captain
had been paying the barber 15 cents every shave.
The results Were wonderful. The barber got new
towels, polished hi* mirrors, and now is on the
high road to prosperity."

Captain O'Reilly is a man of firm convictions, as
can be Judged from his forcible manner of speaking.

"Vice can't exist in a precinct," he paid one day,
pounding the desk with his tist, "If the police do
their duty. Idon't mean they can stop murder,
suicide, hurglarles and thefts, which are bound to
happen occasionally, and which It Is our duty to
study each time and find the criminal. But I
mean the <'vil rrsorts, where gambling, pool selling.

To be sure, the telephone company is not really
"out" anything by the transaction, as it is paid by
the minute, but. nevertheless, in the case of China-men, the company would be the gainer by charging
for volume instead of time. A Chinaman always
begins his talk in Pidgin-English; he says: "Hello.
Is this Sam TAug.Ibettee you don't know— ylhi kl
yi he yay bo benno ne." and so on. and It soundson the wires as Ifseveral persons were at work.

An amusing incident occurred in the Denver of-
fice of the company last week. The lone distanceoperator at Colorado Springs called Denver overone wire and informed the local office that an-
other wire was out of order. An investigation re-Fulted In a report being made to the effect that
the. w.re was crossed with a doz»n others and that
\ %-Tk YeVc lmP°ssible to use It until the trouble

could be located. An inspector asserted that he
<\u?it 4?° Wlrc was crossed with one conm-ctlnffwith the Tower of Babel, and the 'hello girls' up-

stairs were ready to agree with him when a China-man walked out of a booth, glared around theroom for a minute, and then said",n;Me ",o:tw wh*» NS fool monkov with Maand call me names allee samee me nottee know

SOMETHING MOKE THAN ASHES FOR THE NEW LAND AT BIKER'S ISLAND.
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