
His Action at Caracas Makes a Good Impres-

sion in Berlin.
Berlin. Dec. 11—Minister Bowen has suddenly

become famous in Germany. The newspapers
print his portrait, vrith sketches of his career,
Bpi»laudinsr his prompt intervention in favor of
the Gernians and British at Caracas.

Tho Foreign Office now understands that the
press report that all the persons arrested were
Kubsequently released is correct, but the officials
h<=re are entirely ignorant of what has taken
place since Tuesday, being, as in the China cam-
paign. Two days behind the newspapers. If
President Castro has replied to the German and
British ultimatums, his reply is still in course
of transmission to Germany.

The German Foreign Office officials are much
pleased at Minister Bower." s energetic action
at Caracas, resulting in the release of most of
the Germans imprisoned there, and by his ef-

forts *.o obtain the liberation of the others.
Full advices on the subject have been received
from T\"ashiii£-ton-
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Minister Bowen has been qualified by twelve
years in the diplomatic service of the nation and
experience in trying circumstances for any con-
tingencies which may arise at Caracas. He went

la his pott there in the summer of 1901. succeeding
Francis E. Loomis. who went to Portugal, but
whose policy was carried out by bis successor.
Minister Bowen went to Venezuela from Persia,

\u25a0where he had been minister for two years, having
\u25a0been appointed in 18SS to succeed his brother-in-
law. Arthur Sherburne Hardy, the novelist, who
went to Athens as minister.

But it was tn Spain, before the outbreak o? hos-
tilities between that country and the United States,
that Minister Bowen gained the especial experience
which will stand him In good stead in the Venez-
uela Imbroglio. He first went to that country in
IS9O. being appointed consul at Barcelona by Presi-
<l*nt Harrison. m 1535 President Cleveland made
him consul general. Barcelona was the scene of
manifestations of hofctility toward the United
States in March, 1896. The feeling was aroused
by the passage by the Senate of the Morgan res-
olution, which recognized the Cuban insurgents

A mob of several thousand persons gathered in
front of the United States consulate In Barcelona,

nnd with shouts and execrations demanded the de-
struction of the building and the death of the
«octapahts. Consul General Bowen appeared at
the entrance and defied the mob. which dispersed
in a short Time without harming any one. and do-
ing littie damage to the edifice. Mr. Bowen was
the last representative of the United States to
leave Spain at the tiiae of the actual outbreak of
hostilities. After the close of the Spanish-Ameri-
*"an War he was preparing to return to his post at
Barcelona when made minister to Persia.

Herbert "vVolcott Bowen was born on Brooklyn
1{eights, in 1556. and was one of the sons of Henry

Qualified by Experience To Confront Emer-
1 gencies.
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WOULD MAKE SHANGHAI A REPUBLIC.
Munich, Bavaria. Dec. 11.— Poultney Bigelow, ad-

dressing the Geographical Society to-night on East
Asian politics and commerce, advocated making
Shanghai a republic, free from consular or other
official meddling. He said that what was good in
Shanghai was due to the energy of the self-govern-
ing merchants, principally Americans and British,
who for fifty years had taken care of themselves
and built up a seaport aptly called the "New-York
of the Far East." Some of the Chinese territory,
he added, should be annexed to the city. The mer-
chants of the East, Mr. Blgelow claimed, need
nothing but liberty.

ACQUITTED OF MURDER OF KENSiT.
London. Dec. 11.-John M K-ever, who *?*»

charged with the murder of John Kensit, the a

Ritualistic crusader, has been acquitted.

John Kenslt was Injured on September S. •«£
he bad addressed a meeting at Birkenheaa.

*
a

died in a hospital at Liverpool on October ». •
coroner's jury held John. McKeever on the c-^
of having thrown a chisel at Kenstt, ta- ,
from which killed the crusader.

PARIS AND THE

'
ST. LOUIS FA}R"

Paris. Dec. 11.—The" Prefect of the Seine has ssi"

mitted to the Municipal Council a rnemorta 1 ••

the advantages to be gained by a liberal rep

sentatlon of Paris at the St. Louis Exposition. »B

asks for an appropriation of $36,000. which v

expected the council will grant.::TheJ^f/^epoints out the Franco- American character ,
exposition, and urges a Parisian repreaenU a
which will exceed InIts artistic nature tha'. ai

"*"
Chicago World's Fair. . -—5-

—
\u25a0<"- -f*

C. C. Pdulding Is Criticised by Justice
Gaynor.

When the action of Clarence Dowllngagainst the
New- Central Railroad Company for (MM
damages, for Injuries received In the tunnel wreck
on January 8. was called for trial before Justice
Gaynor yesterday morning, at White Plains, C. C.
Pauhiing, counsel for the company, was not in
court, but a clerk told Justice Gaynor that ha had
received a telephone message from Mr. Paulding

that he would not arrive until 11:33.
"Mr.Paulding Is no better than any other man,"

paid Justice Gaynor, "even ifhe does represent the
New-York Central company. He should be here.
This comes as near being an Insult as anything.
We have no trouble with the Westchester lawyers

—
it seems to be all on the part of New-York lawyers
who neglect to be present

"
A little later, when Mr.Paulding came into court,

he started to apologize to Justice Gaynor.
"Don't apologize to me." said the justice. "You

would better apologize to the county of Westchester
and the jurors and lawyers you have, kept waiting
here."

The trial then went on. The jury was Instructed
to bring in a sealed verdict to-day.

CONTRACT FOR BRIDGE WORK AWARDED.
Bridge Commissioner Lindenthal yesterday opened

bids for the construction of the tower foundation
In Manhattan of the Manhattan bridge (No. 3).
The contract was awarded to John C. Rogers, who
constructed the Brooklyn foundation for the tower
at that end of the bridge. Rogers'* bid was $4&-,-
756 56. or about $11. less than his bid for the
Brooklyn foundation.

The next lowest bidder was John G. Talt, whose
bid was $512,726 55. The security required by the
city of Mr.Rogers willbe $200,000, and the time al-
lowed for the completion of the work willbe three
hundred consecutive working days, exclusive of
Sundays, holidays and days on which no work can
be done on account of the weather.

COUNSEL FOR CENTRAL REBUKED.

QUARTER MILLION WORCESTER FIRE.
Worcester, Mass., Dec. 11.—A flrr in the seven

story Chase Building. No. 44 Ftont-st.. this after-
noon caused damage estimated at $250,000. Three
firemen were slightly injured by fighting the flames.

GREAT PRICE FOR A SALTCELLAR.
London, Dec. 11.—A silver Elizabethan saltcellar

of the date of 1577 and weighing nine ounces was
sold at auction here this afternoon for $15,000.

PENAL SERVITUDE FOR LAWYER.

London. Dec. 11.—Robert Harding Milward, for-
merly solicitor of the Duke of Marlborough and at
one time a leading lawyer of the Midland Counties,

was sentenced to six years' penal servitude to-day,
after having been convicted of misappropriating
$14,000 from a firm which became bankrupt InJune.

»
NEW PRESIDENT OF SWITZERLAND.
Betne, Dec. 11.

—
Vlee-President Deueher was to-

day elected President of the Swiss Confederation.

On November 11, 1901, the British Foreign Office
reported that the government did not deem it ex-
pedient to send a fresh expedition against "The
Mad Mullah," as his followers had dispersed and he
was a wanderer among hostile Uibes.

The outside world heard no more of his activity
until October of this year, when a new expedition
was sent out against him under Colonel Swayne
across the desert and reinforcements were sent
from British Central Africa to Berbera. On October
20 the news came that Colonel Swayne's force had
been surrounded by the men of "ihe Mad Mullah's"
command, the native troops had deserted and the
Kngllshmen had escaped to Berbera by cutting
their way through. Another force was being organ-
ized to send against him.

"The Mad Mullah" was so called for his fanati-
cism, and not beeatise he was regarded as insane.
There was apparently a "method In his madness"
in the course he pursued, and he was said to pos-
sess much knowledge and skill.

The name of the so-called "Mad Mullah" was
HaJI Muhammed Abdullaii, and he belonged to the
Habe Suleiman Ogaden tribe of Somaliland, in East
Africa. Amullah is a Mahometan priest or prophet,
and this one asserted that he was commissioned by
Mahomet to engage in a jehad, or holy war, against
the white race. He was connected by marriage with
the tribes In the Dolba-Nanta All Gherl country,

within the borders? of the British protectorate. He
made his headquarters at the village of Kab
Fardod. about one hundred and seventy miles In-
land from Berbera. He acquired by various means
great influence with and power over the ignorant
and fanatical natives, which was greatly enhanced
by the success whlcb attended his conflicts with
the British forces. He was supplied with guns by
French traders, ar.d assembled his followers about
a >ear ago to resist a British force and also com-
pelled an expedition sent out by the Negus of
Abyssinia to retreat. He was reported at that time
to have a force of forty thousand men, of whom
eight thousand were cavalry and three thousand
were armed with rifles, while he had one Maxim
gun and plenty of ammunition.

Ad^n. Arabia, Der. 11.
—

A rumor has reached
hete of the assassination of the Mad Mullah in
Somaliland. The report was brought to the
coast by a native runner from Garrero, via
Berbera. The Mullah is said to have been killed
by a spear thrust in the stomach, inflicted while
he was praying.

Assassination of the Somali Fanatic Re-
ported.

SAYS "PAT" CROWE IS IN SOUTH AFRICA.
Chicago, Dec. 11.—Steven A. Crowe, a hotel pro-

prietor in this city, brother of "Pat" Crowe, as-
serted positively to-day that the latter is In Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa. He said that within
the next few weeks his brother might surrender
himself, according to an agreement with, Edward
Cudahy when the J23,(XH) reward for his arrest was
withdrawn.

"Except for the fact." he paid, "that Ilost my
temper recently when approached by an agent sent
by "Pat." my brother might now be in the hands of
the authorities and ready to face the accusations
made against him when the Cudahy child disap-
peared under such sensational circumstances."

Twenty Cases Said to Exist Among Children
at Woodside.

There Is every probability that the public sohoo!
In the Woodside section of Queens Borough will
not reopen after it closes this afternoon, until after
the Christmas holidays. There are many children
absent from it. suffering from scarlet fever, and
many more children have b*-en withdrawn from it
by their parents.

It is said that about twenty cases exist among
children who have attended the s?hool. in addition
to cases where the children were too young to at-
tend the school. The Department of Health Is do-
ing everything possible to keep the existing rases
Isolated, but the lack of a suitable hospital for
their treatment maJie^ it almost Impossible.

SCARLET FEVER TO CLOSE SCHOOL

MAD MULLAH KILLED?

Bill Passes Its Second Reading in the
Reichstag.

Berlin. Dec. 11— tariff bill Dassed its second
reading to-day by 184 to 136 votes on Baron yon

KardorfTs motion taking the bill as a Whole. with-
out debating Itby paragraph. This motion and the
parliamentary questions growing out of Itcaused
the violent scenes of the recent weeks. The mo-
tion embraced a number of amendments, there-
suit of the compromise agreement between the ma-
jority parties and the government. Yet the bill
Is not considered to be in its final shape.

The Reichstag does not meet to-morrow. in order
to give the leaders of the majority parties an op-
portunity to arrange the final form or the* bill.
The Reichstag will meet again on Saturday, and if

in agreement will then proceed to pass the third
reading of the bill.

Chancellor yon Bueiow's speech to-day was a dis-
appointment. Both sides of the House considered

It too vague and as failing to outline definitely

the government programme In the midst of the

present confusion. Chancellor yon Buelow's pres-

ence in the Reichstag to-day caused expectations

that he would make a statement regarding Venez-
uela, and the House was filled. But ha did not

refer to International politics. He dwelt on the

tariff bill, and said that If the reduction of duty

on agricultural machinery and Implements as pro-

vided for In the Kardorff amendment was adopted,

the federated governments would take the changes

Into serious consideration. They would not consent,
however, to fixing minimum duties on animals and
m4ats. The government. In making th«« new com-
mercial treaties, would guarantee to the domestic
animal Industry protection enough to Insure its
prosperous development and would accept no pro-
visions In treaties which would render ItImpos-
sible to adopt the necessary veterinary measures to
prevent animal diseases coming into Germany from
abroad

The Chancellor's statement was greeted with ap-
plause from the Right party and with derisivelaughter from the members of the Left party.

Herr Bebel somewhat violently attacked the ma-
jority parties 1 arbitrary methods. He said the
Chancellor's omission to disapprove them indicated
that he favored them.

Alter further speeches by Herren Edward Muel-
ler and Gotheln. to which the majority refused
to reply, a motion closing the debate was carried by
US to 113 votes.

Cubans Celebrate the Inauguration of
Through Traffic.

Santiago, Cuba, Dec. 11.— The arrival here this
evening of the first regular through train from
Havana was the cause of a great celebration
in Santiago. A special train, carrying city and
provincial officials, two tands of music and a
large.number of guests of the railroad, left here
and met the regular train at Cristo, twelve
miles up the line. Thousands of people assem-
bled at the station here to meet the train, flre-
Korks were set off, and there was much en-
thusiasm. The railroad officials were enter-
tained at a banquet to-night.

THE GERMAN TARIFF BILL.

A Crew of Ten Perish in Newfoundland
Gale.

St. John's, N. F., Dec. M..—Furious snowstorms
continue to sweep the Newfoundland coast. Four
more schooners have been lost, one with her entire
crew of ten persons. The other three vessels have
been driven to sea and are believed to be in great

danger.
Trains and steamers are delayed and there have

been a number of fatalities throughout the colony.

One of the Injured seamen, who was brought
ashore from the disabled steamer Valetta, which
arrived here last Tuesday, died !n the hospital to-
day, and his companion will probably not live.

FKOM HAVANA TO SANTIAGO.

FAVOR FRENCH RECIPROCITY TREATY.

The Under Secretary also said that the release
of the British subjects arrested at Caracas had

been demanded, but that up to that time the
government had not been informed that the de-

mand had been complied with. The government
had no official information of the reported ar-
reet of the British consul at Caracas. The
latest Information received was that he left La
Guayra yesterday evening. The British sub-
jects arrested had not been harmed.

The Under Secretary also announced that the
British vice-consul at La Guayra and some
women and children were taken on board a
British man-o'-war yesterday evening, and
added that it was reported that President Castro
held the British and German prisoners as host-
ages.

In the House of Commons to-day Under For-
eign Secretary Cranborne confirmed the reports

of the capture of three Venezuelan vessels at La

Guayra and the disablement of a fourth vessel

without resistance, and also confirmed the capt-

ure of the Venezuelan gunboat Bolivar at Port

of Spain, Trinidad. Two of the prizes, he added,

were sunk.

Inconnection with the reported seizure of the

Venezuelan customs, the Foreign Office officials
say that arrangements for that step have not

been completed. Before any general seizure
could occur. Germany, Great Britain and other

nations would have to come to an agreement for

a pro rata division, and adjustment of their

respective claims, similar to that arrived at by

the allies in China, except that La Guayra

custom house may possibly have been seized as

a purely military measure. Though the seizure

of the custom houses will take place eventually,

it is pointed out that, while hostilities are in

progress the customs, as a fiscal institution, are

practically valueless.

Lord Cranbome's Statement to the House
of Commons.

London. Dec. 11.—The Foreign Office at 1
o'clock this afternoon was still without official
news from Venezuela. The officials were glad

to hear of the release of the British subjects,

but were unable to express any opinions on the

press dispatches, except to say, as Under For-

eign Secretary Cranborne did. that they pre-
sumed they were correct.

PROVIDENCE LIGHT COMBINATION.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States in Congress
Assembled:'

May it please your honorable body, the Chamber

of Commerce of the State of New-York respect-
fully represents:

That the extension of our export trade with for-
eign countries is now a pressing question, as en-1

larged markets for the product of our manufact-
urers, of our agricultural and other Industrie*
have become most necessary for our commercial
wellbeing.

That to secure such enlarged markets for our
products and to obtain the advantages that we
seek for our own trade we must depart from our
policy of exclusiveness and must offer certain recip-
rocal concessions in our duties on Imports to those
nations whose trade we desire to cultivate.

That among the treaties negotiated by our gov-
c.rnmon» in the furtherance of this enlightened
commercial policy, the reciprocity convention with
the Republic of Franco offers concessions of the

Greatest value to the export trade of the United
States and will open to our trade and manufact-
ures a large and remunerative field.

That under the terms of this treaty the reduc-
tions from the French maximum to the minimum
tariff average about 48 per cent, including oils, and
about 26 per cent, excluding them, and apply to the
whole French tariff list,excluding nineteen articles,
whereas the reductions conceded on the part of
the United States average only 6.8 per cent and
apply to only 126 numbers out of 462 dutiable items,
showing the greater advantage to be on our side.

That the Important concessions to our great ex-
port trade obtained by our government through
the negotiation far outweigh the apprehension of
possible slight Injury to any isolated special In-
terest.

Your memorialists respectfully urge upon your
honorable body the early and favorable considera-
tion of this most important subject, and your me-
morialists will ever pray.

MORRIS K. JESUP. President.
GEORGE WILSON. Secretary.
New-York, Dec. 8. 1902.

Senator Platt Presents the Chamber of Com-

merce Memorial.
[BYTELEGRAPH TO TilE TBIBCJTE.)

Washington. Dec. 11.—Senator Platt. of New-
York, presented In the Senate to-day a memorial
from the New-York Chamber of Commerce strongly
urging the ratification of the French reciprocity

treaty on the ground that the advantages which
the United States would obtain would be much
greater than the concessions made to France. The
memorial Is as follows:

Reported to Be Backed by the Widener-
Elkins Syndicate.

[BYTELKC.RAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.1
Providence. R. 1., Dec. 11—The consolidation of

the Providence Gas and the Narragansett Electric
Light companies by the Rhode Island Company,
controlled by the Widener-Elkins syndicate, of
Philadelphia, is reported under consldi ration.
Nearly $5,000,000 Is involved. The syndicate now
controls nearly all the traction companies within
sixteen miles of Providence.

VILLAGE MAKES $1,000,000 BY VOTE.
Cleveland. Dec. 11.—The village of Collinwuod. a

few miles cast of this city, to-day voted against
permitting the sale of liquor within its bounduries.
Because of the result of the election the Lake
Shore Railroad Company will spend Jl.OOO.OtX) in
new shops, additional to extensive buildings al-
ready erected there. The railroad officials said
that this extra sum of money would be withheld
If the village voted for the sale of liquor.

GERMAN ARBITRATOR NAMED.
The Hague, Dec. 11.—Germany has nominated

Dr. Sievking to be a member of the International
Court of Arbitration in place of Dr. Binger, presi-
dent of the senate of the high court.

FRENCH MINISTER -NDiSPOSED.
Paris, Dec. U.—M. Rouvier. Minister of Finance.

Is suffering from a severe attack of influenza and
willbe obliged to keoxi to his room for a turn days.

NAVAL OFFICER ON TRIAL.
Manila, Dec. 11.

—
Lieutenant Commander Will-

iam R. A. Rooney. who was in command of
the Frolic, when this vessel ran aground re-
cently near Cebu, is being tried by court mar-
tial at Cavite. It is alleged that Commander
Rooney's negligence caused the accident. The
testimony has been concluded, and the argu-
ments are now in progress.

FOOD MAKES MIDSHIPMEN SICK.
Annapolis. MA., Dec. 11 (Special).— Ninety-five

midshipmen are on the sick list, made ill, it is
thought, by something given them to eat. Several
are in the hospital, but most of them are still able
to be on duty. Vigorous efforts are being made
to discover the article which caused the trouble.

EMIGRANT SHIP SHORT OF COAL.
Hamilton, Bermuda, Dec. 11.—The Portuguese

steamer Dona Maria, Captain Rocha, from Lisbon
for New-York, with emigrants on board, arrived
here to-day short of coal.

MUTINEERS CONVICTED.
Portland. Mo., Dec. 11.—In the United States Dis-

trict Court the five sailors of the schooner Helen
N. Atwood. charged with mutiny in the Kenneheo.
River, were sent to jail for ten days.

James L. Eliingwood,who was arrested at Veazle
for alleged smuggling was sentenced to thirty
days In Bangor Jail, and to pay a flue of $175 and
costs.

PRESIDENT GREATLY INTERESTED.
The President is showing particular interest in

the situation, and this morning he called Secre-
tary Hay away from his regular Thursday diplo-

matic reception to confer respecting Venezuela.
The chairmen of the two committees of Con-
gress which care for foreign affairs also called
at the State Department to talk over the Venez-
uelan developments. Senator Cullom, chairman
of the Committee on Foreign Relations, ex-
pressed regret that England and Germany had
destroyed vessels of the Venezuelan navy. "They
might better have been kept for toy houses, as
against a formidable s<£iadron they were fit for
little else," he remarked. He believed that, ifit
were considered necessary to seize the vessels,
they could have been kept intact until after the
present trouble was settled and then restored to
Venezuela. Senator Cullom expressed the opin-
ion that the United States would not become
sffriously involved in the present disturbance, as
he was satisfied that neither Great Britain nor
Germany had any intention of acquiring1Venez-
uelan territory.

The State Department is well pleased with the
energetic yet discreet manner in which Minister
Bowen has acted.

No orders have been issued to any American
naval vessels to proceed to Venezuelan ports,
and it is not Intended to issue such orders un-
less an emergency should arise, as the presence
of foreign men-of-war in such cases as this Is
likely to cause useless friction. There is, of
course, always danger that the attempt of an
American vessel to pass the "peaceful blockade"
may in the end call for the appearance of Amer-
ican men-of-war on the scene.

A joint resolution was offered in the House

WORD FROM MINISTER BOWEN.

Minister Bowen, at Caracas, in a cable dis-
patch to the State Department, dated to-day,

confirms the press reports that all the German

and British prisoners have been released. This

was the only advice that came to the State De-

partment as to the situation in Venezuela, but it

was welcome, for the officials felt that by re-

leasing these civilians President Castro had
greatly diminished the most dangerous factor in

the problem. Had he insisted on retaining them

in jail the allies must have dispatched a force to
the capital of Venezuela, and war would have
ensued". As it Is, the officials here prefer to re-
gard the status as not one of war. providing

the allies adhere to their original programme of
a "peaceful blockade," perhaps followed by the
temporary seizure of Venezuelan custom houses.
Details of the sinking of the Venezuelan navy
by the allied naval forces are awaited with in-
terest here, and the officials expressed their re-
gTet and surprise that it had been found neces-
sary to proceed to such extremes.

Xothlng has yet occurred to induce the State
Department to change the policy of non-interfer-
ence which ithas adopted.

England and Germany Expres*

Thanks for Mr.Botcen's Action.
Washington, Dec. 11.— Acting under instruc-

tions received by cable to-day from their home

offices, Mr. yon Holleben, the German Ambas-
sador, and Sir Michael Herbert, the British Am-

bassador, to-day presented to ihe State Depart-

ment the thanks of their governments for the

E2rvices of Minister Bowen. acting on behalf of

the United States. In securing he release o?
the German and British subjects arres:ed by

President Castro at Caracas. Both diplomats

discussed the Venezuelan situation with. Secre-

tary Hay, who offered to keep the embassies
informed of all news received here from the

American Legation at Caracas or from any of

the American consuls. This information is be-

ing cabled at once from the embassies to Ber-
lin and London, which, It is understood, are

receiving most of their advices on the Venez-

uelan situation from Washington.

kittle in the way of direct instructions has

be.-n received by the German and British am-

bassadors from their governments on the Venez-

u.lan situation In the last few days. They

have been directed tc assure the State Depart-

ment that neither Great Britain nor Germany

intends to depart in any particular from the
plan of joint action against Venezuela which
was drawn up in London and Berlin, and sub-
mitted to the State Department some weeks ago.

Mr.Pulido, Venezuela's Charge d'Affaires, has

received no confirmation from his government

of the sinking of the Venezuelan gunboats by

the foreign fleet off La Guayra. and to-day said:

Iconfess Iam unable to see what the
(

foreign

powers mean by sinking my country s little
gunboats, which are &carce!y more than yachts

compared to the foreign men-of-war. Ido not

understand it. for the reason that assurances
have neen given only in the last day or two that
the blockade established was to be a peace

blockade-- Iregard the sinking of the gun-

fcoats as absolutely unwarranted. It will be

found that the situation has been gTavely com-
plicated thereby.

THIS COUNTRT-S HANDS FREE.

It is an interesting fact that up to this point

the State Department has not undertaken to
recognize the limitations which might he placed

on American commerce incase of a Venezuelan
blockade. The German Government no later

than last year sought to secure an understand-
ing on this point, but the State Department
simply recorded the views of that government

without either accepting or rejecting them, so

that our hands are free. The matter came up in

December. 1901, when Germany was considering

coercive measures against Venezuela, and ad-
dressed the following note to the State Depart-

ment:
Imperial German Embassy,

Washington. D. C. December 20, 1901-
In case the German Government should be

obliged to use coercion against Venezuela in

connection with the pending claims, itwill have
to be considered what kind of measures should
be applied The most important measure of co-
ercion—that is. the blockade of Venezuelan
harbors— would have to be carried through with-

out a declaration of war preceding it. The
blockade would, therefore, be a peace blockade.
Such a blockade would touch likewise the ships

of neutral powers, inasmuch as such ships, al-
though a confiscation of them would not have
to be considered, would have to be turned away

and prohibited until the blockade 6hould be

raised. In the same manner European State 6
have proceeded on such occasions, especially
England and France.

Civil Service Reform League
'In-

dorses His Appointments.
Philadelphia, Dec. 11.— The Twenty-second annual

meeting of the National Civil Service Reform
League began here to-day. Two public sessions
were held, one this afternoon and the other to-
night. In th« afternoon the annual report of the

executive council was read. The report com-
mended the policy of President Roosevelt in mak-
ing federal appointments, and called attention to the
persistent hostility of professional politicians in

both the great national parties to Civil Service re-
form. The special committee on Civil Service in
dependencies also commended the President.

George McAneny. of New-York, spoke at the
evening session on "The Merit System as an Ele-
ment in the Reform of the New-York City Police
Department." He said in part: j

The ideal system of police promotion no doubt
would give the superior officers the unrestricted
right to select for positions of command those
whose fitness he would have the best means of

""iTldof the State CivilService Commission brought

about the amendment of the municipal rules so as
to reduce the discretion allowed the police commis-
sion almost to a nullity. The first.examination
under this change was completed April14 last. As
a result of Itthirteen captains have been appointed,
in whose selection the department had no say.
except in exercising the limited discretion the law
allows In choosing from the eligible list. Not one
of these men was advanced through any Influence
but that of his own demonstration of fitness. The
regulation of removal in the .New-York Police De-
partment does not belong to the Civil Service law.
Many reinstatements have thus been ordered by the
courts, usually with allowances of back pay. me
authority of the commissioner must inevitably be
weakened when it is understood among his suDorai-

nates that their laxities or even flagrant failures
of duty will go unpunished unless they may be

proved by positive evidence, and to the satisfaction
of a power higher than he. At the same time there
can be no doubt that the peculiar nature or police
work requires that a higher degree of protection
should be given to members of the force, or what-
ever grade, and that the process of a fair and open
inquiry Into the justness of a

"complaint should
be retained.

Every one understands that a fairly large pro-
portion of men in the higher grades are to-day
hopelessly bad— systematic neglect of duty, or
worse, continues in many quarters, and that one of
the most pressing questions with which the present
administration has to deal Is how to get rid of this
element. While absurd leniency Is no longer the
rule, and the tone of the force is keying up in
consequence, the process of actually removing the
undesirable Is unnecessarily complicated, at least,
by the state of the law, and legislation restricting
the authority of the courts to matters of procedure
and making the verdict of the commission, on the
evidence taken, the final word may very fairlyand
properly be asked.

Carl Schurz spoke on "The Reform. in the Con-

sular Service," baying in part:

For many years various Chambers of Commerce
as well as other organizations of business men
have been urgently demanding a reform of our
consular service. Nothing can be more self-evident
to any man of experience than that,, as the Civil
Service Commission expresses it, "it Is to the
competitive system, which has so greatly improved
the other parts of the service, that we must look
for the permanent betterment of the consular
branch." Attempts at legislation to reform the
consular service nave been made. There are now
two bills pending in Congress, both of which have
great merit— introduced by Senator Lodge, of
the Senate, the other by Mr. Burton, inthe House
of Representatives. Itis not my purpose to discuss
the various features of these two bills further than
to say that while they might, perhaps, in this or
that particular point be strengthened by amend-
ment, they contain very valuable pro\'isions, and
that If*either of them, even as it stands, were
enacted into law and faithfully executed with a
single eye to the public interest, the character and
efficiency of our consular service would be greatly
advanced. .
It is reported in the press that Senator Lodge

intends to attach his reform bill at the present
session of Congress to an appropriation bill for the
consular and diplomatic service and thus to press
Its passage. We certainly wish him success, but
that success. Iregret to say. is at least very doubt-
ful. He will certainly find great obstacles in hi*
path, and wo have to contemplate the chance 01
defeat.

But Ifthis effort and other efforts to obtain the
desired legislation should fall, must we therefore
despair of accomplishing the reform of the consular
service? By no means, for the principal part of
that reform- the introduction of the competitive
merit system for the fillingof consular offices, can
be compassed without any legislation by Congress.
It is simply in the hand or the President atone.
He can say: "The Constitution confers upon me
the power and the duty to nominate, and, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint
consuls. The business of nominating— selecting
suitable persons for nomination

—
rests with me.

Iconsider Itmy duty to select for nomination the
fittest persons Ican rind. According to my ex-
perience, the best available means to ascertain the
fitness of candidates, and. as a general rule, to dis-
cover the fittest, is the open competitive examina-
tion. I.therefore, for my own guidance and con-
venience, to aid me in the performance of my duty
to select the fittest persons for nomination, order
that applicants for consular tiositions go before an
examining board designated by me to he examined
In competition with others, and that the examining

board certify to me the three, or five fas the case
may be) candidates who have passed the examina-
tion with the highest credit: and from the list so
certified to me Ishall select the person to be
nominated. Ishall also make my selections for
nomination for the higher consular offices to be
filled from the incumbents of consulates of a lower
grade by way or" promotion."
If the President does this there will be no con-

stitutional question as to an encroachment upon his
powers, for he does it of his own free will. It will
be his way of exercising his powers and of per-
forming his duties. This action will stand above
all constitutional cavil.

Result of a Street Fight With the Police

of the City.
San Juan, Porto Rico, £>cc. 11.— The sailor

Costello. of the Wasp, whom the police shot on
Monday night in a fight between a number of
sailors and the police, died early this morning.

As a result of the fight, a sailor named Hibbs,

belonging to the Wasp, was held for trial to-

day before the District Court Tor assaulting a

police lieutenant, Cabreria, who was badly

bruised by kicks and punches.
The navy men axe Incensed at the action of

the police."and say the shooting of Costello was
unwarranted, as the sailors were wholly un-
armed. They also say that the sailors did not
attack Caorerla until after he shot Costello..

VESSELS AND LIVES LOST.

FRESIDEXT COMMENDED.to-day by Mr. Shafroth, of Colorado, authoriz-
ing the President to propose to Great Britain
and Germany to submit their claim against

Venezuela to arbitration, and to guarantee the
payment of awards that may be made.

MAECONI LOSES HIS WARSHIP.

C. Bowen. the proprietor of "The Ir:<iepen
Po"lv-He was prepared for college at the Brooklyn Poly-

technic Institute, and entered the class or 78 at

Yale, but .lid not remain for graduation^ After
travelling abroad he studied law at h« Columbia
Law School, entering on the practice at hi pro-
fession in this city in 1581. and continuing ituntil
he went to Barcelona. Minister Bowen is six feet

three inches tall, of athletic build and Sfeat p«r-

\ingut. secured a divorce on me ground of wiinu

dest-rtion in May. 1901. at Newport He ™.smar-

ried at Caracas to Miss Carolyn Clegg, of Texas,

03 January 25, If"1-.

VIEWS IX WASHINGTON.

The Carlo Alberto Ordered to Duty in
Venezuelan Waters.

Halifax, Dec. 11 (Special).— The Italian war-

ship Carlo Alberto, which had been assigned to

Marconi for wireless experimental work, and is

now at Sydney, X. S.. to-day received orders

from the home government to hasten to Venez-
uela to protect Italian subjects there. She will
probably sail to-morrow. The departure of the
Carlo Alberto will probably retard the progress

of Marconi's experiments at Table Head station.

LITTLE KNOWN IN LONDON.

SET* DAILY TRIBUTE. FRIDAY, DECEMBEK Jg,_1902.
SAILOR SLAIN AT SAN JUAN.

'. . To Cure a Cold In One liarTake Laxative Bromu Quinine Tablets. All
"
druggists

wluaa the money IX it fall* to cure. E. ',v. Grove's

ISEAIt 23D STREET.
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Itis thought here that the seizure of the Ossun

by the Germans was due to the enforced ser-

vice of that vessel under the Venezuelan flag,

but the French nationality of the Oesun is con-
sidered here to be unquestionable.

Leading French Officials openly express gratifi-

cation at the fact that France has secured
through diplomacy what other powers were

seeking to obtain through force-
Itis learned from an authoritative source that

the French claims which will be submitted to

the coming arbitration amount to $10,800,000.
This includes f3.f100.000 demanded for the prac-
tical destruction of the French railroad running

from the Gulf of Maracaibo to the mountains.
The recent protocol restricted arbitration to

damages occurring prior to 1890, but, as the rail-
road was begun prior to 1599, and was con-
tinued through the recent revolution. France
will insist that the claim be arbitrated under
the protocol. The claims which it has not >^
been .decided to submit to arbitration agtfre-
pate $400,000. but it is believed that these also
willbe included before the arbitration is closed,
and it is understood that the arbitration willre-
«uk in Venezuela allowingFrance to collect the
duties at one or two ports until her claims are
paid, which may raise further issues ifall the
Venezuelan ports are occupied forcibly by other
powers.

Public and newspaper opinion here tends to
sympathize with Venezuela, as being the victim
af undue severity on the part, of strong powers.
The "Temcs" says:

"If the. United States has nothing: to say on
the Monroe Doctrine in this affair, it may be
time for Europe to speak, in the interest of uni-
versal peace."

rlaJm for an indemnity. This is one of the

claims which is now to be submitted to arbitra-

tion. Venezuela conceding that the O**un was a.

French vessel.

184 Fifth Aye.,
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When the cutters from the German and British
squadrons captured the Venezuelan steamers on
Tuesday it was decided to sink them, and at 2
"'clock the next morning the General Crespo, a

small gunboat; the Totuma, a tugboat of about
thirty tons, and the Margarita, another very small
vessel. were sunk. But the Oseun, which was capt-
ured at the same lime, was spared, in view of the
protest made by the French charge d'affaires, H.
Quievreux, who informed the officer in command of
the allied fleet that the Ossun was the property
of a Frenchman. The Ossun is a steamer of 231
tons gross register. She was built at Bowling,
Scotland, in 18S0.

WAESHIP3 READY FOR SEA.
London, Dec 11.—A diEpatch to a. new? agency

from Devonport says instructions have been re-
ceived there that warships of the first class re-
serve be kept coaled and ready for sea at
twenty-four hours' notice.

GERMANS APPLAUD MS. BOWEN.
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All the newspapers here, with the exception

<if the Socialist "Vorwarts," are in sympathy

\u25a0with the government's auction toward Venezuela.
The papers contain many humorous references
to what they term President Castro's "magnilo-
quent manifesto," cabled to the representative
of Venezuela in Paris, and made public last
night. The "Vorwarts," which never loses an
opportunity to assail what it considers to be
"political shams." says it thinks the formidable
ultimatums of the two powers and the naval
demcn&ration are "governmental bluster, a fine
piece of pretence and international nonsense,
suggested, however, for the promotion of cer-
tain financial aims." The paper adds:

"So far as Germany is concerned, the action
taken is likelyto do more harm than good, since
$150.000,O» of German capital is invested in
Venezuela. The United States must feel secret
(satisfaction at seeing Germany ruin its dominat-
ing position in Venezuelan commerce and
finance, anj musf hope to supplant German by
\u25a0American financial influences."

The direct dispatches received from Venez-
uela by tb" Foreign Office here say that Venez-
uela's naval vessels have not yet been seized,

that onlyher revenue cutters were captured, but
lhat the seizure of the former is expected im-
mediately.
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