
"With pleasure. Thank you very much."
"Ofcourse," said the Philanthropist, as he as-

Bisted the Criminal with his very shabby over-

coat, "you should have kept to your first gen-

erous Impulse; and the moment you saw what

your hand was you should have thrown it face-

downward on the rubbish heap and gone out."

"Could you have done it? Could St. Augustine

himself have done it? Could anybody on earth

have done it? No, the luck was too good. Too

good to be true."

have never cheated at ca»ds. And If Ibad
cheated Ishould have given myself that
straight flush in two lots and not all together.

N"o one accused me, or could have accused me,

but Iwas not exactly welcomed. The thing got

on my nerves, and then— not until then—ltook

to drink. The drunkard is never a good gam-

bler. Ilost my money. Igot into bad com-

pany. And the rest you have seen for yourseif."

"Anextraordinary story," said the Philanthro-
pist. "Imust think it over. Come and see me

to-morrow at this time, and we willsee what

can be done for you."

"The temptation was great. Iadmit."
"Temptation? Why, it wis an absolute neces-

sity to play that hand for everything there was.

The boy saw me at last, when he stood to los«:

a couple of hundred. He had four kings, and
It was hard work fur him to smile prettily when

he saw my straight flush. However. Iwill cut
my Btary short. The boy paid me, and c stole

money in ord«»r to to it. The theft was found
out, and he tried to shoot himself. That was all
bus!;- d Up, but hf left th<- club, and 't was
Mated that Ihad better nsign also. The talk

went round about int.; 1 had as dealer given the

boy four kings, and Ihad given myself a

straight flush, and the age of miracles is past.

Kow,Ihave done almost everything else, but I

"I held a straight flush, and Iam a poker

pl.-.y-r."

"Quite so. The opener on my left took two

cards. The next man had stopped out. The

first rais<=-r also took two, the boy stood pat,

and Ihelped myself to five. The opener bet,

was seen by the next man, and raised the limit

by the "x>y. Inicked up my cards as a matter

•f form;Ihad no expectation of getting any-
thing, and Ihad only come in to lose. And

there in my hand was a straight flush— the first

and only time Iever held one."
"Joker in?" asked the Philanthropist.

"We never used it. There's no sense ina hand

•f five aces. Naturally.Iraised the limit again.

The other two dropped out, and the boy and I
went at it ding-dong. Ididn't want his money.

Z Implored him to see me and stop."
"Why didn't you Bee him, if you wanted it

stopped?"

"Correct. Well, we were playing one night,

and a pot of about £G0 was opened for a sov-

ereign, and the opening was raised twice— the
last time it was by the boy. and Icould see

easily enough by his voice and manner that he

was very good. Ihad nothing that Icould

keep. However, Ihad won more of the boy's

money than Iwanted, and Ithought Iwould
lielp to make the pot up for him. So Isaid I

didn't mind buying five cards for three sov-
ereigns, and put my money in."

"You were dealing, of course, being the last

to speak?"

•Naturally, if you're playing too high for
your means you g--t nervous, and that means
that you get Brightened out when yjought to

stay with it. and you altogether .-vei the

MatT yourself. At least." the Philanthropist

added, "so Iam informed."

"That's all right," amid the Criminal. "I

•wasn't asking you to play. In the days of my

prosperity Iwas in th>~ habit of playing poker
every evening at the club. Ineed not say that
by the rules of the dub poker was most strictly

forbidden; in fact, we always call-l it Califor-
nian whist in consequence. Th>- play was never
cutru^-'-ou?, but it was fairly nigh sometimes.
However, we could all afford to lose, \u25a0 xcept one
—a mere boy. He was a nil •\u25a0 boy in man) ways,

tut a fool. So Ear as the game went be n is

not in our class. Be always insisted on playing,

ar.d be invariably lost."

"It is part of my duty," he said, "to be ac-
quainted with the 80-called rules of these .!••-
plorable gambling games. My knowledge is
superficial, of course, and very mv:h a matter
of Lt-arsay."

The Philanthropist was quite well acquainted

With it. In his narecenerate days— as a young
man at Cambridge— he had played it a good

deal. But he was a little ashamed of admit-
ting it.

"I don't think," said the Philanthropist
plaint:? «_-ly, "that you should treat me in this
way, and make fun of a well meant effort to

he!i> you on the"'Hy dear sir," said the Criminal, "arc-use me
ef anything: else you like, but not of an error
of taste. Ispeak in all seriousness, and 1 will
prove it by telling you my story. Hut let me
first inquire if you are acquainted with the
American game of draw poker, for the story

turns upon that."

"
A::i what brought you to poverty? "What

xnaducned you to crime? The answer is but too
obvious. Drink. Omy dear friend! Omy poor
brother!"

"One moment," said the Criminal, ratlur em-
phasizing a slight drawl; "you have behaved in
a friendly way to me inoffering hospitality, ana
Ihave shown equal friendliness in accepting it.
But when it comes to 'brother' it seems to me
that you are introducing a family complication
\u25a0which is

—
er—unnecessary. Xow let me put one

questicn to you. You ig.ii. correctly enough,
xny downfall to drink. To what do you assign

the drink? Why did . take to it?'
"Our natures are frail and sinful. Even for

the best of us it is a constant struggle with
the power of evil. We can but"

"Yes, yes," said the Criminal, "all very true,
no doubt. And, while granting it, Imay tell
you that Iassign my downfall to my natural
generosity and to a quite exceptional stroke of
good luck."

By BARRY PAIN.
"Well, now," said the Philanthropist, when the

Crimii,al had finished his tea, *act us see what
can be done in your case. You struck a police-
man engaged in the execution of his duty."
"I did," said the Criminal, with something

rather near to an air of self-satisfaction. "I
Btru< k him hard."

•You axe poor and in ra^s. Yet \our pro-
-i-itiun of the aspirate, your manner of tak-

ing tea, and several other points about you
would seem to indicate that you were once in a
better position."

"Iwas."
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A REMEDIAL, SYSTEM WHICH MAY WIN

FOR ITS AUTHOR A NOBEX PRIZE.

It was rumored a few days ago that one
of the five $40,000 prizes founded by M.
Nobel, the [nventor of dynamite, went this year
to Professor Finsen. of Copenhagen, whose

method of treating disease has attracted a great

daal of attention within the last few years.
The statement was not correct for 1902, but

it may well prove true another year. Others

besides the learned and benevolent Dane

have known that there are certain rays of the

:\u25a0\u25a0(.; rum which exercise a baleful influence upon

bacteria. These are the visible violet and in-

visible "ultra-violet" rays, which are so ser-

viceable in photography because of their chemi-
cal power. The discovery was first made In
regard to solar radiance, and Finsen began by

exposing his patients to the sunlight only. He

soon found, though, that cloudiness seriously in-

terfered with that policy. As ithad been ascer-
tained that the light of an electric arc. when
analyzed, contains an abundance of violet and

ultra-violet radiance, Finsen set to work to

devise apparatus of such a form as to utilize

this. Thus he would have at Ills command the

desired agent at any time of the day or night,

and be* independent of the weather.
The disorder which has shown the most

marked amenability to this kind of treatment
is a tuberculosis of the skin, called by medical

men lupus vulgaris. Ina special hospital which

has r>.-.-n established in Copenhagen, and known

as the Finsen Institute, 4.r>o cases had been

treated up to the close of the year 11MH). Of

those a large proportion were so thoroughly

cured that for two or three years there was no
recurrence of the trouble. The treatment was
necessarily slow, since few patients required less

than twenty sittings, of an hour each, one daily,

while many had from three hundred to five hun-

dred. Nevertheless, the success which attended

FINfcEN Ll<;ilTTREATMENT the work led other physicians in Kurope and
America to try the method, and it is now tn use
in a number of hospitals, besides being employed

< xt.-nsively In private practice. Nearly every

doctor who tries the Finsen eystern introduces
some trifling Innovation In the form of hl3

apparatus. There are variations, too. In the
length of the Bluings. But there is increasing

faith in the virtues of "photo-therapy." or the

light cure, itself. Dr. George G. Hopkins, of
Brooklyn, began to experiment with It about

three years ago. and it has been in use In the

Presbyterian Hospital, of the Borough of Man-

hattan for some time.

Dr. Hopkins had a special lamp constructed
for his use. A small concave reflector wu3

placed behind the arc to focus as well as project

the rays. Still further to Intensify this influ-
ence lenses were placed between the arc and

the patient. Inasmuch as glass obstructs the

passage of the chemical rays, it was deemed

wise to make the lenses out of quartz. Along

the route traversed by the rays was placed a

cell or chamber, containing distilled water, to

absorb the heat. So great wan the latter that

it was found necessary to provide a water Jacket
around the chamber, and maintain a steady-

flow of liquid In It. In this way only coal radi-

ance reached the patient's skin At the Pres-

byterian Hospital, in New-York, and the Vic-

toria Hospital, in London, the same general

plan Is pursued for suppressing the heat, al-

though the exact form of the lamp is not iden-
tical with that of Dr.Hopklns's.

Finsen employs light for the cure of smallpox,

also, but he uses a different set of rayß from

those with which he attacks lupus. He wants

the red light instead of the violet, and Intro-
duces red glass or red cloth to .filter out the
iatter. His theory Is that he thus prevent." <>r

abbreviates suppuration. In this treatment the
patient is put into a room where the only light

is red, and is kept there without Interruption

until all the vesicles have dried up Finsen
claims th:it if the treatment is begun earty
enough, scarring can be avoided. Although this
red light cure has been tried in hospitals and
private practice for eight years, it has attracted
less notice than the blue glass system.

AARON BURR'S ALLEGED PM.

Aaron Burr was fleeing immediately after Ow

d"-But where will you be next?" Mked his

tell." returned the statesman,

"whether I'llbe Aaron Burr, or Burr in air

Stopping to kick a su^estive p,«ce of rope out

of his pathway, he hastily resumed his Bight.

A fWRK TilISO.

Ptabdubbe- Do you suppose that girl BBkfaM

is to marry is as rich as she is said to be?

Ptefcedde-No question about it-Iknow Bil-
kiiiß.—(The Smaxt Set.

\u2666 *\u2666*\u2666•
In a remote corner of the park the Criminal

examined the pair of sugar tongs and the tea-

spoon that he drew from bis pocket. "Plated

he said to himself; "I was afraid so at the

time."—(Black and White.
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