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sand cigars. Therefore, the leaf required for tatmanufacture of one thousand cigars willcost Milj Wages to cigarmakers. including the picking and;stripping, average $15 a thousand.
The wages just given are the minimum paid.

| During the years 1539 and 1900 $34 a month was paid
! for regular hands, and as much as $3 a day tot

extra help.
The cultivation of tobacco requires expert labor.

ers, arid they cannot be obtained for less than Jii! a month. The extra laborers employed for planting
and harvesting receive not less than $1 or $150 aday.

Experience has shown that If tobacco is culti-
vated with non-expert labor the resulting crop willyield fillers only. To acquire the necessary expert-
ness a laborer requires an experience of work

i during three crops at least, as the cultivation of
j tobacco involves not only special methods In plant-

ing, but also knowledge In the destruction of th*
tobacco caterpillar, picking the buds, thinning out
the plants, cutting: and curing in the tobacco'
houses, etc.

REMATE3 DE GUANE.
This Is the most westerly tobacco plantation dis-

trict in Cuba, and produces 5,000 to 30.000 bales a
crop. The lands are richer than those of San
Juan and San Luis, and the yield of tobacco a
caballeria rises as high as three hundred bales.
The rental of land varies from $400 to $500 a
caballeria.

A bale of tobacco in Restates de Guane coats to
produce about $43 50 under normal conditions. Cos
of carriage to warehouse a bale. $1 30.

"*"*
A tobacco plantation in the Vueita Abajo. wher*

the tobacco houses, dwellings, tobacco rods, agri-
cultural implements, etc., were destroyed during
the war, has cost the following to rebuild and re-
plant:

Three tobacco house*, four room* earn $1,500
On* selecting house SCO
One dwelling house with kitchen 400
Fourteen thousand tobacco rods for carlnsr 2,100
Ploughs, tools, etc., and furniture for dwellings, etc 3CO'

Total cost $3,100

The above buildings may be taken to last for
six or seven years. Cost a bale in depreciation fa
value of above plant, $SSO a year on 250 bales, or
$3 26 for one bale.
It is only necessary for the American agricult-

urist to reflect on the foregoing figures for a mo-
ment to discover that serious competition on th»
part of Cuba with the domestic leaf of the United
States is impossible. During the year 1900 only
209,000,000 cigars, all told, were exported from the
island of Cuba. Of this amount, only 40,000.000
were sold to tne United States, while in the mean
time the United States produced 5,800,000.000 cigars

within Its own i.orders. Cuba's contribution to tha
general tobacco market of the world is merely a
drop in the ocean.

Even ifit were possible to Increase Cuba's ex-
portation ot cigars to 500.000.000. and to sell the en-
tire output to the United States, what possible
damage could result from competition with our
country, which Increased its production of cigars
from 4,055,G00.000 In 1890 to 5,500,000,000 in 1300. or at

the rate of 1.500.000.000 in the last ten years?
During the period from 1877 to lS36w with a tariff

of $2 30 a pound on cigars and 25 per cent ad va-

lorem.^ the importation of cigars into the United
States did not amount to 3 per cent of the domes-
tic production. .Vita the enforcement of the sched-
ule in the latter year, which raised the duties to
$1 50 a pound, still retaining: the 25 per cent ad
valorem, the importation decreased so rapidly that
in 13C0 Cuban cigars in the American market only
amounted to 40,000.000, or to less than 1per cent

To every man who has studied the subject it
seems clear that the more liberal use of Cuban in
conjunction with native tobacco would render the
American cigars far more acceptable to the con-
sumer, thus naturally increasing the demand and
enhancing the price of the domestic article. The
domestic cigar of America. Instead of being in
danger, absolutely needs the Cuban leaf to make
it worthy of a place on the market, and thus It is
difficult to understand why the Importation of
Cuban tobacco should be•discouraged by excessive
tariffs.

When the American grower and manufacturer
thoroughly understand the facts in the case, they
will cease to demand the exorbitant tariff of tha
present day. Aduty of one-half of that which is at
present enforced, with the complete removal of the'
ad valorem tax, would not only yield a much
greater revenue to the Treasury at Washington,
but would furnish all of the protection that to-
bacco manufacturers in the United States should
ask.

Twenty-five pounds of tobacco are required to
make one thousand cigars, weight net 121* pounds,
as the remaining 12*? pounds represent toe sterns
and off-falls. The dutyon this material at 17' 3cents
a pound, or one-half the present rate, amounts to
$137. A thousand cigars weighing i^-jpounds, at
$2 2."> a pound, one-half the present duty, would
yield a revenue of $23 12. This sum would still
leave the American cigar manufacturer a protec-
tion of $23 73 on every one thousand cigars, which
amount. It would seem, should be sufficient protec-
tion for an Industry which is at present turning
out. in the United States, cigars at the rate of
s,B*«>.ooO.out> a year.

One can readily understand that to the capitalist.
or to the individual who is deriving a benefit from
this protection the tariff levied upon Cuban to-
baccos, which virtuallyexcludes and does not yield
the best results for purposes of revenue. is simply
a matter of business, into Vvhich-^sntiment cannot
enter. But the people of thW-JJ^Alted. States are not
all of them engaged In the tobacco industry, and
to those outside of that field. to the great mass of
the American people, another side and other In-
terests must be apparent.
It is at least possible for the average American

to appreciate the words of a manufacturer who is
generally regarded as one of the most intelligent
men In Havana: "The tobacco Industry cannot
thrive in this country unless the government at
Washington sees nt to come to our rescue by re-
ducing tariff which Is not productive of revenue
and which is not essential to the best Interests of
that country.

"The United States, at the time of the signing of
th*> Treaty of Paris, assumed certain obligation?
with reference to Cuba which were political la
their nature, but it would seem to me that th»
economic lifeof the country la of really paramount
Importance at the present time. It !* quite \u25a0*
necessary for a people to live as it Is for them to
have a satisfactory and stable form of government.
Th) limitations of the Platt amendment restrict tha
government of this island, and make it to illIn-
tents and purposes a protectorate, and such beta?
an accepted fact, the first and best protection
which can be Riven us is to remove the unneces-
sary tariff barriers to our economic life. Without,
these tha country had been rescued In vain."
In other words, an economic error is responsible

for the continuance of conditions that must
eventually brlnsr on a contest between employer
and employe. The former Is compete': to accom-
modate himself to unfavorable circumstances: the
latter feels most acutely their pressure. Moreover,
the effect of a transfer of large interests to Ameri-
can capitalists Is at first naturally a marked In-
crease in the tendency toward misunderstanding
between people of different races, which er.naot
be expected to abate except under the m<*:ilfyin£
Influence of prosperity.

HfOXET AXD BUSINESS.
Ir.Ft<Md of the dull, waiting market that was

generally expected during the closing weeks of

the year, the combination nf tight money and

uneasiness over the Venezuelan outbreak pro-

duced a season of liquidation that carried s»ales
above a million shares daily, and depressed the
average of the active railways to about $102,

which compares with $llr»-7 at the high record

established in September. Margined accounts

were wiped out In great number, and large

blocks of bonds wore sold In order to protect

other imperilled holdings. Declines in bonds

were less striking than in the other depart-
ment, as a moderate investment demand ap-

peared to support the leading issues. Trading

was heaviest in the new Rock Island bonds.
Union Pacific convertibles and Wabash debent-
ures, which have all been semi-speculative in

character. The situation was in every way
abnormal, as intrinsic values have not fallen,

and those who were able to purchase stocks out-
right will secure large profits early next year,

uule.HS some unforeseen disaster occurs. Full

statements of earnings during the month <>r
November show splendid gains over the coi-

respondinp month in any preceding year.

Heavy calling of loans on Stock Kxchange

collateral was necessitated by the effort of

banks to establish themselves upon a firmer
footing. The recent disparity between loans
and deposits in the weekly report of tho asso-
ciated banks has generated a desire to contract
accommodation, especially In connection with
speculation. Rates for money have been ad-
vanced, especially for short time loans. Kven

6ix months' money hue been put on a 0 per cent
basis, and call rates reached 10 per cent. While
this contraction has been general on Stock Ex-
change accommodation, commercial paper is
readily accepted, the banks meeting all demands

of mercantile customers. Transfers to the In-

terior have continued, and it was announced
from Washington that shipments during De-
cember would probably equal those of the two
preceding years, or about $5,000,000. In addi-
tion there was another consignment of $I,O(X),(KW
to Argentina, although the position of foreign
exchange did not mreaten any engagements f-^r
Europe. Heavy imports of merchandise made
a steady withdrawal into the Sub-Treasury for
customs, and the gross gold in government

vaults attained a new high record at $613,092,-

108.
Domestic trade In all the leading staple lines

has reached large proportions, the arrival of
seasonable temperature and snow accelerating

purchases of winter clothing, footwear and kin-
dred lines. This business frequently exceeded
facilities, and the fact was again made evident
that despite the marvellous growthof transport-

ing lines and terminals the development has
been utterly inadequate. Reports from all the
leading cities are unanimous regarding the rec-
ord breaking demand for holiday goods of all
kinds, and it is again conspicuous that the
better classes of goods sell most freely. This
pituatlon was also noticed last year, and. as at

that time, bears testimony to the unusually

well employed condition of labor. A few small
controversies are reported at interior cities, but
taking the country as a whole there is very

little idleness, while tt is a matter of general

comment that work on the new tunnel will pro-
vide a demand for workmen In this \ loinlty

that may be difficult to fill.
While speculative activity in the greal staples

is less of a feature just now, partly because ot
money market Influences, there is a notably lib-
eral cash demand, and foreign orders are con-
spicuously heavy- Kven at the high level of
prices, corn is moving abroad much more freely

than a year ago, while the inquiry for wheat
and flour is on a large scale, both at the Pacific,

and Atlantic coasts. This outward movement.
In connection with numerous reductions of
foreign crop estimates, has caused a sharp
advance in prlce3, and producers sre eager to

sell, but frequently find transporting facilities
Inadequate to reach desired markets. Despite

the large crop, oats are also commanding re-
munerative prices. The outlook is most- favor-
able for a large current wli.ter wheat yield, the
department placing the acreage at 34,000.000
acres, while the condition Is over 99, exceeding

even the good figure of two years ago. While
it is obviously much too early to ascertain any-

thing definite regarding the flnAl crop, indi-
cations are much better than heretofore at the
corresponding date. Fro?t throughout the
Southern States has ended the work on planta-
tions, and som.i authorities are inclined slightly
to reduce estimates that the yield will reach
eleven million tales.

Textile mills have large orders on hand and
find no difficulty in disposing: of their product,
while distant deliveries of overcoatings and
other woollens for next fall are advanced above
the prices at which similar lines were opened
a year ago. Cottons are comparatively quiet,
buyers holding to the hope that better terms
may be secured. As this Is dependent upon
cheaper raw cotton, the situation is somewhat
uncertain. Shoe shipments from the East are
Fmaller than a year ago, but interior shops are
producing more freely, and most manufacturers
have orders for several months. While the hide
market has again declined sharply, the season-
able deterioration of quality Is a prominent feat-
ure, and leather Is not responding, except in
isolated cases Tn the heavy lines of manufact-
ured iron there is a rontinuance ofactivity, roll-
ing mills and machine-shops being worked to
the limit of their capacity, except when it is
Impossible to obtain material. This factor is
still disturbing, although blast furnaces are pro-
ducing more freely and imports still arrive.
8.-llets are also coining from abroad, while the
level of prices is easily maintained. Several
large buildings and bridges call for an abun-
dance of structural steel, and there seems no
limit to the quantity of rails, cars and other

RIVALS AT RAT AXD BASE.
Expectation now runs high that next season

there will be. two competing baseball clubs of
professional players in the Borough of Man-
hattan, n.Dd that the emulation between them
will insure lively and interesting contests and
a high standard of skill and achievement.

In recent years New-Yorkers have walked
softly and shamefacedly when the long list of
the failures and defeats of the local nine was

talked about. The lovers of the sport between
the Battery and The Bronx may perhaps now

look ahead with confidence to a better state of
things, more creditable scores and every other
elemeut. of fine play worthy of metropolitan
support.

be low enough to stimulate the closest trade

relations between the United States aii-1 tho

.Philippines on terms amply profitable to the
Filipinos.

Both of these reforms are recommended by

the PK'Tipine Commission. It is the body

e*tablis>m by Congress for the administration

of the islands, and it is entitled to the fullest

support of Congress. Above all. it is entitled
to have its requests passed upon in the spirit

iv which they are made, and without prejudice

of home politics. No matter what Congress

men may think about opening the tariff ques-

tion or about the lingering claims of silver in

the mining States, their duty is to pass for the

Philippines tfaelmws which the Philippines need.
We have established the doctrine that the isl-

ands should be ruled as 8 thing apart, accord-

intr to their needs, and we should act on it for

their sake and our own.

Efforts hitherto made to reform the referee
system have been denounced as political grabs.

Suggestions fur changes t<> secure more rapid

and efficient work by the courts themselves have
been resented as wanton attempts to make
the judiciary subservient to the executive pow-
er. Every step for betterment has aroused
partisan prejudice. Now let the defects of
present procedure be so laid bare that factious
opposition to reform will be silenced. In an-

oiher column glaring instances of delays are
noted. We hope that the commission willshow
more of them to the public, and show them in
definite form, telling us who doe* the bad work

and bow bad it is: for we are persuaded that.

Gutty as the system may be. a good <lo;il of the
fault is with the individuals. Justices are
easygoing and tolerate practices which they

have power to stop, and ought to stop, and
referees for their own purposes delay cases
outrageously simply because the courts allow
them to do so Instead of rebuking them and
never again giving them appointments. The
atmosphere here is one of delay and toleration
of abuses. It is not so much the fault of the
law as the lack of the right spirit on the
bench and at the bar. This has been specially
noticeable In the criminal courts. Our trials
have been notoriously and scandalously slow
and uncertain in comparison with those of
New-Jersey, and the conduct of important cases
by judges from out of the city, like Justice
Lambert, has shown that judges with the
proper grasp of their work and a firmness in
holding lawyers strictly to their duty can rem-
e.ly Ilarge share of the prevailing difficulties.
It would be interesting to know how many

cases of similar character a judge willdispose
of here, in New-Jersey, in Massachusetts, In
Illinois and in England during a given period.
Perhaps we need more judges, but it Is to be
feared that they -would be only a temporary

relief >o long as the frightful wastes of time
are permitted, and so long as vicious systems of
allowances put a premium on delays on the
part of^both referees and lawyers. We hope
that the commission, therefore, willnot be con-
tent to provide new machinery to do a little
njore work in the old bad style, but will take
measures to make impossible continuance iv
the old bad ways of doing business.

REFORM IX THE COURTS.
We hope that the counsel of the commission

now investigating the delays in the administra-

tion of justice in this city willmake a thorough

and detailed exposure of the abuses of the pres-

ent procedure. The commission can well

afford the time to have the definite facts placed

on record. The temptation in dealing with this

problem is to handle it with wellpadded gloves

to make general recomim-udatious which will

not hurt the feelings of judges who fail in their

duty or injure the ,vested interests of lawyers

who are accustomed to present conditions and

in a measure profit from them.* There is no

i*>ed of investigating to reach the general con-

clusion that it takes from three to five years

to secure the determination of a simple civil
action; that the referee system is expensive

an.l cumbrous, and that the administration
of justice is so near a complete breakdown

that \u25a0 man can often better afford to let him-

self be cheated out of his rights than to at-
tempt their maintenance Incourt. He may be

driven into bankruptcy before he can collect a
simple and just claim from a creditor who de-

fends merely to put off payment. His children
may starve before they can secure the benefit

of his estate. All that is known, and in a gen-

eral way the reasons for itare known, but no

thoroughgoing reform will be secured until

the specific abuses are so clearly put before
the public that the commission need have no

timidity* in going at the heart of the difficulty,

and that those who profitby the present abuses

will have no standing as opponents of radical

measures.

General Abbot devotes much space to the his-
tory of tho freshets and floods along the stream
which will furnish the water for the canal, and
which for several miles willbe identical with it.
Adequate information is lacking in regard to
the flood of 1879. but there is reason to believe
that St was hut little more serious than that of
1890. (tn the latter occasion, at Gamboa, near
the Junction of 4he river with the proposed
canal, the river rose twenty five feet in seven-
teen hours and subsided twenty-one feet in
twenty-three hours. This is the most sudden
and violent oscillation of which there is any
record, and the statement effectually spoils the
su.ry of a fifty-two foot rise in two hours, told
before a Senate committee in Washington two
winters ago. In its introduction lo General
Abbot'6paper "The Engineering Magazine" says
editorially that the <"hagres belongs to a class
of streams that are less formidable than others
which engineers have already learned to con-
trol, it is not so eccentric as the Black and
Warrior rivers, in Alabama. General Abbot
himself declares that the Chagres is not a
"menace." but, properly regulated, willprove a
"friend."

Nor need there be any fear as to the ade-
quacy of the water supply during the dry season
of four months, which begins with Jasunry.
Since the plan of having two storage reservoirs—

one at Alhajuela. near the source of the
stream, and the other dowu at Bohio— was
adopted it has been found practicable to lower
the height of the proposed dam at the latter
site from eighty-five to seventy feet above sea
level. By thus diminishing the "bond,"' or
pressure, the chance of loss by filtration through
the soil along the lower valley is correspond-
ingly reduced. Careful observation shows that
during the dry season the outflow at Bohio is
greater than the recent rainfall. It thus ap-
pears that the soil In the upper basin, above
the level of the proposed Bohio dam, acts as a
sponge and retains water for months. Obvi-
ously this could not be so ifthere were any bad
!-:iks in tho underlying rocks further <rowu
stream. Moreover, records for the last twenty
years Indicate that of late there has been a
niiuimuru of precipitation, and that In the next
decade the amount will Increase perceptibly.

THE CHAGRES RH'ER.
Ifai;y one cherishe* the least doubt about the

suitability of the f'hagres River to the needs of
the Panama Canal he would do well to read
General 11. L. Abtiot's article in "The Engiueer-

inc Magazine*' for December. No living inaa
is better qualified by engineering ability, special
knowledge of the Panama route or high per-
gonal character to speak authoritatively on this
fubj«-ct. His treatment thereof has exceptional
value.

General Abbot makes a careful estimate of the
amount of water needed for lockage, leaking
gates, power for electric lights and operating

canal gates and other contingencies. He is thus
convinced that there Is water enough for the
greatest traffic which can be anticipated for
centuries! There will be more than is neces-

sary even in the dry season. For that period

about two hundred and fiftymillion cubic metres
ought to be stored, three-fifths of itbehind the
Alhajuela dam and two-fifths at Bohio.

Inaddition to holding more than half of tho
reserve water, the upper reservoir willBO con-

trol the flow of the river that mischievous cur-

rents will be averted at the point where the
stream first acts as a feeder. Some silt willbe
deposited, of course, and a littledredging will
bo requisite. But the solid matter carried in

suspension by the Chagres is only about one-

third as abundant as that in the San Juan at

Sabalop. by actual measurement Far less
trouble fi;om sediment is to be expected there,

therefore, than along the Nicaragua route.
General Abbot believes that the superiority of

its water supply alone justifies choosing the
Panama route in preference to the other.

The Tribune
——

urjred upon the last
*ej*lon of Congress both the establishment of
ihe gold standard in the. Philippines and the
Hxinz of a much lower rate of duties on Im-
ports from the archipelago than was agreed
upon. Events of the last few months have
shown more clearly :han ever the need of those
measure?. The recent fall in the price of silver
\u25a0was not foreseen -when Congress had the mat-
ler under consideration, so there was a certain
*5/>u*«e tVir those' who feared disturbance from
the change toa gold basis and thought no harm
•wo\ildcome by leaving: things as they were until
normal conditions in the islands were more
nearly restored. The decline of silver, how-
ever, has resulted in a great loss both to the
Philippine treasury and the private purses of
the people. The evident tendency of the whole
commercial world is clearly toward the gold
standard. Even the nations that were supposed
to he the strongholds of silver are planning to

abandon their old policy, and itmust he clear
to everybody that the countries which continue
adherence to the discredited system willsuffer
Increasingly through their persistence. When
they see, as they must now do, the loss en-
tailed on the Philippines by neglect to reform
the monetary system. Congressmen willbe with-
out excuse if they fail promptly to respond at
this session to the appeal of the Philippine Com-
mission for necessary legislation.

Not only should the gold standard be estab-
lished, but the duties on Philippine goods should
be lowered to 25 per cent of the'Dingley rates.
The present impost of 75 per cent of those rates
Is altogether too high. It gives no proper en-
couragement to Philippine commerce and indus-
try,, the prosperity of which is a better insur-
ance of internal peace than an expensive army.
Inturn itlimits the absorption by the Filipinos
of American goods. The 1duties should be as
low as the rerenuo requirement* to the sup-
plyof which they are devoted willallow. The

• Impost is likewise useful for inspection pur-"
posts and to prevent evasion of our revenue
lav. by foreign merchants taking advantage of
the "open door" privilege to"enter the United
*»wtes by way of Manila. It should, however,

PHIUrriXE LEGISLATIOX.
ProsJdpnt Piliill!\u25a0!\u25a0*\u25a0 denunciation of "the

*T>alj>alileiKiltrooaeryaud cowardice of the mem-
*%m*of the American Congress" for their failure
to establish the jrolrt standard in the Philippines

at the la«t >.-s«ion is somewhat excited and
overdrawn, but Ihm can ho no doubt that such
action would have l*»eii highly desirable then
smd is highly desirable now. Itis au extremely
difficult thins to put an important piece of legis-
lation through Congress, particularly when a
few men in the Senate are determined in op-
3>OFition,* nnd nnthinj:is to bo pained hy petting
down as cowards or poltroons either those who
ti"ant a reform which they do not succeed In

\u25a0vecciriax in il;•uitirety or those who. however
mistaken. oppose it. President Schurman will
do more good to a cause which deserves to be

Fncr-essful by the n«e of argument than by the
tise ofepithet.

Among the passengers who will sail to-day ft*
Hamburg on the steamship Deutschland, of th«
Hamburg- Line, are:
H. Montagu Allen. f Robert McClure.
Albert A. Hlrsch. 1Director Dr. O. Platt.
Professor Illlprecht- !Professor yon Steinen _ - —
John G. A. Lelshman, Mln-lMr. and Mr*. Phlllpp .--'<

Mat to Turkey. ILotnrop Wtthtngton.

On the Coamo. from Porto Rico, were:
Robert M. Basblord.. I'"-plain Dion VTil'iam* _

Among* the passengers on the steamer Minne"
1

tonka, from London, yesterday were:
-

H. 11. Andrews. Colonel J. W. Hannay.
H. Duckworth Bayne. J- E. HcH>wajr.
Frank T. Bakamaa. G«orgre Le^ls.
Charles H. Ball. jCharles MarteO.
John Gibson. !Charles Towneley liartia.

Among the passengers who arrived yesterday
"*

La Touraine were:
Eugene MMM«. Paul Gantil

:
- • \u25a0 Blanche- Lacrus.

Alexandra Ducrot.
Dr. Mousseau.
J-ruc«aoo Ko*«e KSMS

TRANSATLANTIC TRAVELLERS.
On the steamship St. Paul yesreiday. from South-

ampton, were:
Mr*.E. M. Balfaur. jE. Rorruyce Slaimon*
Senator W. A. Clark, of! Ml«» Hel*n C. Staler.

Montana. m

•
Ramon A. de Toledo. A:j-

Mil*.La Chapille, V grnt'.Tti- Consul G*ner«*
Mme. Nordica T>6m«. ! N'ew-Yor.'i.
C. a DrummonA !Mrs. .i« Toledo.
Mr and Mrs. C, W. Hoad-I Miss Su»ana de TMeJe.

ley. iMaster Ramon <!e Tolrfa.
Miss Hoadley. !Rogers K. Vfettnore.
Kdmond Kelly. !E. R. W<w4 jr.
James Henry Mercentime-. \u25a0 \u25a0

Among the passengers on the steamship Lucani*
yesterday, from Liverpool, were:
\u25a0W. J. Bain. British Vlc«|Mr. and Mrs. John Vacfcay.

Consul. Puerto Cortes.' Donald Martrtnjter, K. C.
Central America. 'J. H. McFadJen.

Mrs. Archibald Forbes. IBernard Cum.
Henry S. Glazier.

'
F. Norman Rtley.

Rear Admiral Georp* E.!The Marqulu Spenc*r-Tura**
Ide. U. £. N. :A. E. Tu-ner.

Mrs. Tie. IWalter Wellman.
Master .1. J. Ide. IF. W. Wilkinson.

BIG VALUE.

When after lingering years he had
The maid his longing lold.

And won her quick consent, he said.
"You're v.orth your weight In gold."

"That's (MMni« high value, dear,"
She said, with look elate.

"For as you must admit. It was
An awful lei.gthy wait."—

(Richmond Dl^atctu

Early htmvnr In Ornithology.— Squire (to rural
lad)—Nov. my boy. tell me how do you know an
old partridge from a young on.;?

Poy
—

By teeth, sir.
So.litre—Nonsense, boy! You ought to know bet-

ter. A partridge hasn't got any teeth.
Hoy- No, sir; but Ihave.— (Punch.

By far tho most Interesting bird emblem of a
modern State is that of the Republic of Guatemala.
It has been adopted as the national crest for so
long that {partly through the taete. for stamp-

collecting) the existence of one of the rarest and
most beautiful of the bird creation has been made
far more widely known than it otherwise would
hove been. There is a rae* of birds called tro-
gons, most of which have very fin* feathers and
remarkable, coloring. They are found in India and
the Malays, but nre, most numerous ra Central
and Southern America. Itwas from their plumage

that the Mexicans mad« their famous mosaics of
feamer work. From the tail feathers they made
the lustrous green helmets of their kings and
nobles. The moat gorgeous of all was the long

tailed or resplendent trogon, which was kept as
a saored or royal bird In the palace of Montezuma,
or in one of the two houses which formed the
royal menageries. Adequate description of the bird
is almost impossible. It has a rounded plume on
the head, cascades of feat'aers falling from the
back over the shoulders, plumes falling over the
tail a yard long, and a most elegant contour. The
color of tho whole of the upper surface and plumes

Is a most resplendent golden green, that of the
breast and under parts crimson or scarlet. Such
is the national emblem of Guatemala.

Man and wife wishes caretaker'n situation or
work for tho wife.—(Edinburgh Evening Dispatoh.

Th« chain pump was Invented in China long be-
fore the Christian era. This simple machine,

which seems never to have been Improved upon,
is in such common use that every agricultural la-
borer Is In possession of one. Where irrigation Is
conducted on a large scale th« chain pump Is
madfl proportionately larger and moved by a very
simple tread wheel, and still larger ones are opera-
ted by yoking a. buffalo or other animal to a suita-
ble driving machine.

THE EASIEST WAY.
She's sent me a "bid" to her wedding.

And I, when Ithink of my debis.
Am glad that I've something to send her

—
It's cheap. Ishall send my "regrets."

—{Philadelphia Press.

Here Is the advertisement of a hotel at Ostend:
"Hotel "in den Koophandel,' Place Vanderzwe.ep,
to one's face the Station (railway). Ostend. Ten-
nous from Peter Vandenkerckhove-Houtappei.
Telephon 331. Breakfast from 5 o'clock the morn-
ing, ordinary at noon to 1 o'clock. Pottage: Two
DiahM of meat and legume. Dessert: Beef?teak to

th*-. potato, one shilling; at whole hour tenpence.
Milk,coffee, tea, chocolate, beer of tha country and

outlandish." One would like to know the precis*
difference between Belgian beer and outlandish
beer.

Policemen are. ns other men, rather sensitive of
nllu!<!on to their f.-tilures. Richmond nan lately

buffered at the hands of burglars, and the burglars

are still at large. A well known minister met a
polKeman in the ptroet the other «liy at Rich-
mond, and could not avoid an allusion to the local
topic. "What a number of burglars there are
about!" he na!d; "why don't you constables arrest

them?" The policeman regarded the minister
solemnly. "Sir," he replied, "there are thousands
of people going to hell every day. Why don't you

ministers *top them 0
"

The stickler for punctilio is always a nuisance,

and in tho matter of the proposed duel between
Parisian and Neapolitan fencing masters ho threat-
ens to epoll what the IrUh fire eating uqulre in
the old farce termed "as pretty a challenge as ever
w.ih pinned." Taking their stand on a recent

French arbitration, on the point, tho French sec-
onds declare that, hs their principals are the of-

fended parties. It ifl for tho Italians to come to

them. They offer, however, to go as far as Nice,

while th« Italians refuse to budge from Naples.

"The Figaro" adds that the French conditions of
fighting arc of almoct mortal severity.

YVigg—Many a woman discovers that she has
married the wrong man.

Want I—Well,1

—
Well, I've heard that marriage sometimes

muk^s another* nan ol a f«.-n.iw.— (Philadelphia
Record.

TBS TALK OF THE DAY.

Rumor has it that M. 1* Bargy. the well known
actor, may be included among the newly created
Knights of the Order of the Legion of Honor on
January 1. He has Just returned with Mme. Bar-
tet from a very successful tournee in Spain and
Portugal, and they have both received an enthu-
siastic welcome from their comrades of the Com-
6dle Fran<;alse.

Miss Florence Ilayward. who has been appointed
Special Commissioner of the St. Louis Exhibition
to Europe, is said to be tho first woman who has
been appointed to such an important post. She was
born in New-Mexico, and has lived in St. Louis
since her childhood, though she was for several

ears a resident in this country as correspondent of
one or mure American newspapers.

The Rev. E. 3." Ufford, formerly of WilHman-
sett, Mass.. is now in California, and willleave for
the Philippines the first of the year. He left Hol-
yoke about two months ago, and has been on an
evangelistic tour across the Continent. He intends
going around the world When exhorting to a
Christian lifeMr.Ufford has near him. by way of
illustration, the paraphernalia «>f life saving. In-
cluding two life lines that have seen aervce in
actually saving twenty men in wrecks off Nan-
taskct Beach. Mr. t"fiord Is well known as the
author of 'Throw Out the Life-Line." the hymn
which he sings while handling the apparatus). A
visit to a life saving station In 1886 inspired the
song that became so popular nix years lat«»r. Am
the transport which is to take Mr. L'fforil to Manila
swings off from the dock, he willsing the familiar
salvation song, which has made him celebrated.

Mr. George Riddle can be heard at Memorial
Hall, Brooklyn, on December 15 ana 22. In a read-
ing of "The Tempest" and other works, and the
opportunity of hearing him should be improved,
for he is a sympathetic reader and he gives a capi-
tal entertainment •:

PERSONAL.

Is it Impossible to forge practically unbreak-
able steamship shafts and propeller blades on

transatlantic liners, or at least to supply shafts
and blades which can be counted upon to hold
their own for a definite series of years? The
frequent collapses Inparts of the machinery of
huge ships at sea suggest the theory that the
forging Is not always impeccable.

The Spanish Treasury is not expecting a defi-

cit. Wonder of wonders! The age- of miracle.*
is not yet ended.

Mr. Carnegie comes back to a cold and frosty

town. Nevertheless it Is likely that he can af-

ford to buy coal enough to heat his big- new
house in Fifth-aye.. one of the largest city

homes to be seen anywhere in America.

The detestable assassin who killed a helpless

woman in Philadelphia in the most cowardly

manlier is dead of the wounds which he inflicted
upon himself. Ifevery murderer took his own

life he would add a second crime to his first,

but he would save the taxpayers a considerable
expense. Murdpr trials cost a great deal of
mnn»y, especially in our big cities.

Irrigation enterprises In Egypt and in WPFt-

ern areas in the United States have already

broujrht about marvellous results. "With water

enough, almost any desert may be made an
Eden.

Ac the ages crawl slowly by, the eagle of
"vV'olferfs Roost, clutching at his crag with

crooked clawF, murmurs feebly, "'lt might have
been, it might have been," while the Commoner

of Nebraska moans in weary answer and sad
refrain, "But it never was; It never was."

While fuel of all kinds is quoted at present

figures it will be a waste of breath to ask the

woodman to "spare that tree."

railway supplies for which a ready market could
be found.

BRYAN GOING TO MEXICO.
[BT TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.)

Austin, Tex., Dec. 14.—Colonel W. J. Bryan will
arrive here next Friday on his way to Mexico. He
willremain here a few days as the guest of E. M.
House. It is said that his object In visiting Mex-
ico at this time is to investigate the financial situa-
tion in that country, and personally to study the
effect of the great decline in the price of sliver.

FAIR TO AID BETH ISRAEL HOSPITAL.
The annual fair and festival in aid of Beth

Israel Hospital, which willopen at Madison Square

.Garden on Saturday evening,January 3, will repre-
sent the work of about two thousand volunteers.
Governor Odell will formally open the fair, while
the head of each municipal department is expected
to attend. It is hoped to raise $40,000 to relieve the
suffering of women and children of the East Side.
Half of this sum is subscribed, and gifts represent-
lns- $5,000 have also been received.

The patronesses of the fair are:

MM .Ta<-ob It Schlff. . Mrs. Isi.lor Straus.
Mrs William Einstein. ;Mrs. AdolDh I>nviyohn.
Mrs Felix M. Wartmr*. IMrs. Henry Morsrenthau.
Mrs' Loula Marshall. ;Mrs. fvnis U SuUberser.
Mrs Jacob A. Cantor j Mrs. Henry Rice.
Mrs Randolph Guggenheim- Mrs. Simon Bcrar.

er
'

| Mrs. Lazarus Kohns.
Mrs.' Mayer Iyjhman.

'
Mr-. Samuel Greenbaum.

Mrs \lbert F. Hochsfa.lt»r.
'

Mrs. Joseph Hemshelm.
Mrs! Isaac Adler. :Mrs. Tjunlel P H.-ir,

Mrs. -*<lolDh Ochs. Mrs. Marcus M. Marks.

Mrs W J. Enrich. Mrs. Sarlel Guggenheim.

Mrs.' Isaac GusKenhelm. Mrs. J. Bookman.
Mrs s R GuPKerhelm,

'
Mrs. J. FulJ.

V*>t Fntman. IMrs. Het.ry M. Block.
Mrs. Frederick Nathan.

'
Mrs. Isldor Lew!.

Mrs. Jacques Lev>".

FIRE MAKES FIFTY HOMELESS.
'

Bowdoinham. Me.. Dec. 14.—Fire made a big- gap

In the business part of this village early to-day,

the buildings destroyed Including a hotel, four
blocks and eight dwelling houses. Families whose
aggregate membership is fifty lost their homes.
The total losses will be £9.000. with about $9,000

insurance. In the blocks burned were the town
otllces, the Masonic. Grand Army. Modern Wood-
men and Grange halls and a drug store. The town
records were saved, but the fraternal orders lout
all their property. Many. people were frost bitten
Ingoing through the snow to places of safety after
their homos were on lire.
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XSariff on Cuban &obacco.
Conditions Set Forth on Which Argument for Reduction

!s Based.
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THE vbws THIS MORXIXG.

FOREIGN.— The British cruiser Charybdis

and the German cruiser Yiiuta. on Saturday

sftcrnoon, failing to get satisfaction at the

hands of the local authorities for the acts of \u25a0

mob which had seized the British merchant
all \u25a0mi Topaze and hauled down its flag, bom-
Warded the fort at Puerto «'aWlo. Venezuela:
he fort replied to the lire,but was soon silenced., -

I—lnn laborer? are working under
military protection at Marseilles, where the
strike la believed to bo collapsing. ===== Amer-
Scan orders for coal and iron continue to be

3>laeed on the English market on a large scale.

DOMESTlC— Assurance has been given to

Bvienib?rs of Congress that the Anglo-German
(difficulty-with Venezuela will be settled by arbi-
tration, and that it willgo to The Hague court;

aio excitement was caused in Washington by
th" news that Puerto Cabello had been bom-

iViarded. = Th- new Pacific cable was safely

Sanded at Baa Francisco, be-in? named inhonor
•of th« late John W. Mackay by the daughter of
ithe Governor of California; the first message

was .sent to the cableship. which started for
jHonoiulu. _ —

The Reading Railroad Com-
pany started 13.000 tons of coal for the big

Eastern cities. —-=^: It was reported that the
heaviest December snow in ten years had fallen
In the neighborhood of Kingston.- and that ice
Kvas making fast. —=^=z Five railroad employes
fwere lulled in a wreck near Bucklin, Mo.

ClTY—Many streets were cleared of snow de-
Bpite the fact'that the Street Cleaning Depart-

ment had to depend exclus-ively on Its own
(equipment. ===== Much coal which had been
(delayed by the storm v.as brought into the city
Ifor delivery. ===== The funeral of Mrs. Sarah
Ann Waters was held. =Father Ducey se-
rverely attacked the immoral drama in a sermon
to the Actors' Church Alliance. == A Brook-
3yn girl accused a colored woman of choking
her. rubbing pepper inher eyes, robbing her and
leaving her unconscious In the snow. == A
\u25a0woman's willdirected her executors to sell her
diamonds and, with the proceeds, purchase a
communion service for a church. == While
3>assengers were on the West Mount Vernon
station platform thieves looted the safe of over
$IXK). r.---r- A watchman, single handed, fought

ti tire which destroyed the New-Dorp Beach
HoteL ===== The man who has painted several
*~>f the cup defenders caught one of his employes
•who fell from a staging at A. C. Bostwick's
house; both were injured.=Tammany al-
dermen will meet to-day to decide upon their
stand toward the Pennsylvania Railroad tun-
nel; tho Central Federated Union again decided
To oppose the lranc-hise. == The St. Paul. Lu-
«ania. Touraine. Minnetonka and other steam-
ers arrived late. reporting unusual storms. =
"Wealthy residents of Hawthorne Beach. Conn.,
jhad officers stop a prizefight there.

THE WEATHER.—lndications for to-day:
Increasing cloudiness, followed by snow. The
temperature yesterday: Highest, 23 degrees;
3ow<?st, 17 degrees.

ToIstudent of the situation it appears to be not

an exaggeration to state that the most s.>noua j
crisis in the history of the Cuban tobacco Industry !
is at hand. The market of the United States vir-

tually axes the price of Cuban tobacco; the amount |
consumed in this country largely determines the
profit to the Cuban grower, yet the present tariff
is almost prohibitive. To secure a reduction of
this tariff is the most important problem that con-
fronts the Cuban manufacturer, and no effort
should be spared to place the matter clearly before
the public of both countries.

So far as the tobacco industry is concerned, the
interests of both countries are identical. The,
growth and manufacture of the product in the isl-
and may be stimulated and encouraged without in
any way injuring the producers in the United
States. Ifthis can be demonstrated, and our people

and Congress can be persuaded that a eduction of
tariff duties on tobacco will save the industry in
Cuba without harming the industry at home, there
is» no apparent reason why the reduction should
not take place. The relations between Cuba and
our. own country are such that the prosperity of
the. protege will redound to the credit and benefit
of the protector. Cuba Is and always will be a

consumer of manufactured articles, and as the
population of the country Increases the demand for
foreign goods will naturally keep pace with it.and
there is no reason why the United States should
not supply this demand. But ifthe island is going
to be permitted to sink into a condition of economic
ruin, exporters in the United States willlearn that
the dead consumer requires nothing but a coffin
and sufficient ground for burial. These the Cubans
have always had at home.
Ifitis a question of revenue to the United States

It can be easily demonstrated that the present
tariff on tobacco and cigars is detrimental to the
interest of the treasury of our country. For a
period up to the end of 1890 Cuban cigars entering
the United States were assessed $2 50 a pound and
25 per cent ad valorem. During this time the
customs receipts derived from this item averaged
53.554.000 a year. From IS9O to 1S?«, the duties having
been raised to $4 50 a pound and 23 per cent ad
valorem, the customs receipts amounted to only
J2.45.000 a year, which fairlydemonstrates the fact
that during that time the United Stafes lost each
year $1.3*8.000 in duties on cigars. These figures
an taken from he statistics of the Treasury De-
partment.

Unfortunate exaggerations of the press of both
countries with reference to the possibility of pro-
duction of tobacco inCuba have led the growers of
that product in the United States Into the er-
roneous belief that, should the tariff barriers be
lowered, say, 50 per cent, the Cuban product would
crowd American tobacco out of the Held, or at
least greatly injure it through competition.

This Is simply a delusion, for while it is true
that the* soil of Cuba, as well as its climate, is
especially adapted to the growth uf tobacco. It i*

also truo that the amount of available soil In
which first class tobacco can be produced is ex-
tremely limited. More than all. the conditions
under which it must be grown are not favorable
to either great or cheap production.

First class tobacco lands of the Vuelta Abajo
or Partido districts are exceedingly high In price,
and large rentals are demanded. Irrigation and
constant care in most sections are absolutely neces-
sary. Kin-lent labor is scarce, and untrained
laborers would ruin the product of the best fields.
Add to this the fact that in many localities
Peruvian guano or vegetable manure* are necessary
In order to secure a first class crop, and it willbe
readily understood why the high grades of Vuelta
Abajo tobacco cannot be produced at a cost of less
than from $30 to $60 a hundredweight. Even the.
cheaper tobacco, or what is known as the "Vuelta
Arrlba" or Rcmedlos of the eastern end of the
island, cannot be produced for less than 30 to 33
cents a pound.

The following tables show the cost of production
In several districts of the Vuelta Abajo:

SAN LUIS. PROVINCE OF PINAR DEL RIO.
The tobacco plantations in this district product

6.000 bales of tobacco, the quality of which Is con-
sidered the best In the Vuelta Abajo, on account of
Its advantages for manufacture. Its aroma and its
good burning qualities. In this district one cabal-
k-rla (33 1-3 acres) of land planted ... tobacco pro-
duces to the crop, In normal years. 260 bales of to-

bacco of 100 pounds each, at the following cost:

Rental ci one caballed* of land, prepared for
planting $800

Cost of SOO.OOO seedlings at $2 a. thousand 1,600
(Xote.— Only 650.000 geedlincs are required a

caballerla, but of these at least 150.000 die
out and must be replanted, trlnartr.c the total
number DlanteJ ud to the bOO.OOO stated.)

C • of 10.350 pounds of Peruvian guano or Its
T \u25a0 valent In other fertilizers at 5 cents a pound. £12

Kintalof fifteen yoke of oxen a; $30 430
\u25a0:;•\u25a0- of thirty men during nine months at $17•cold) \u25a0 month IV'O

An overseer for the rear at $30 monthly 600
Three extra hands, tt cook, a night watchman and

a stableman at $15 a, month \u25a0.. 540
Cost of maintenance of thirty men during nln»

months at $10 a month each TOO
Cost of maintenance of four men durins twelve

months at $10 a month each 490
Coat of repairs on tobacco sheds and living quarters

and wear and tear on agricultural Implements.... 300
Cort of selecting the leaf on the basts that this

work Is done on the plantation Itself, taking ad-
vantage of tho help or the overseer, extra hands
and other resources of the plantation— that la on
the most economical system. 2GO bales, at $3 a
bale

—
2.050

Total $14,
Extras and unforeseen. .— — -

850

From the Jfirt bales of tobacco from San Juan or
San Luis, product of one caballeria of land and
costing delivered In Havana $15,902 50. there must

be deducted at least 25 per cent, which amount of
tobacco can only be employed in cigarette factories,

with average price of $20 a hundred pounds. This
percentage of waste ("cola"") has sold sometimes
as low as $3 a bale. On a basis of $20 a bale for
this waste, the receipts on this account will amount

to sixty-five bales of colas at $20 (equals $1,300),
leaving 195 net bales of tobacco for th« cigar
factory, costing $14,502 50. or $74 40 each bale.

Each bale will yield on the average three thou-

Total
-

$15,902

RESULTING COSTS.
260 half* of tobacco on the plantation cost.... $15,902

Co»t of a bale on the plantation. s6o SO
Carriage to Pun.a Cartas M
Steamship and railroad freights.. 70
Carriage to warenouse •» •-

Cf»t of a hale of 100 roar. -.ls de-
livered In Havana 562 0«. or .6VKIa pound

SAN JUAN T MARTINEZ.

The cost of production, the carriage, freights, etc..
In thin district are the same as In San Luis: there-
fore the total cost to the bale of tobacco delivered
In Havana is as given before.

,6


