
The engagements- of the week include that of
Miss Eva Barbey. the youngest daughter of Jlr.
and Mrs Herri I. Barbey. to the Itaron de Nw.
nize: that of P. Stuyvesant PiUot tad Miss Get.
trude Hubbant Grossman, the granddaughter of
Mrs. Gardiner Hubbard. of Washington, and of
Miss Edith Cushing. the daughter of the la:8
Thomas ( ushing to J. Blair Fairchild. of Boston.
Mr. FairchHd Is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Char&s
Fairchild. and he la private secretary 10 Lloyd
Griscom, now Minister to Japan.

Mr.and Mr-- Robert F. Collier will give a dinner
on January 25 fag honor of Mrs. Aster. It wm i*
followed by a musical.

Mrs. Herbert ffarsons. who was M:?s Emeiin*
Coe. will give . .n Wednesday for Mis»
lUnaMe Coe Cantpbell, her daughter, at hat hone.
No. us Saadfaron-ave.

Mr«. Aborcrombie and Miss Osgeod will have a
card party at their home. No. 25 Madison Sqoara
North, on January 9.

Mrs. Stanford White gives a dance on Tuesday
evening at her home in Gramerty Park for her
niece. Miss . Isabc-Ue Wetherill. who ha3made her
debut this season.

The Tuesday Evening Skating Club b erne of B*.
latent rocial organizations. It will meet on Tues-
days in January and February at the homes ofdif-
ferent members. The skating will, of course, be-
at the St. Nicholas Rink, and the meetings «h
be for supper after-ward. The first meeting Trill
be on the afternoon of January 3, when Miss Ali»
Howland will give a luncheon for the club. Aaai«
those who willentertain at suppers ttIIIbe 3Css
Elsie Van Kirk.Mrs*. Th«>docu3.BaU»T.' Mr*Ea-
a-ne Parsons. Mr- Dudley F. Ph-H??. jr.. Miss
Katherine Whiting and John Frankiin Alexander.

Mr. and M:-. James Wilson Clark will give »
cotillon to-morrow evening at Dodwortn's for their

lighters. Miss Catherine Clark and Miss Stitt-

beth W. Chirk, the latter being a debutante.

The second dar.ee of the Cinderella Cotillons wilt

take place on Tuesday. There willbo informal
dancing until midnight, when supper willbe served

After sapper Henry K. White, jr.. wiU lead the

cotillon. There will be some pretty and seasona-
ble favors The other dates for the Cmderellas wul
be Ja;r" . \u25a0 :><\u25a0 February 13 and April 14.

Mr. and Mrs. Levt P. Morton, who had a taaa.
dinner on Christmas Day at their Kifth-ave. boat
will sail shortly after the new year for Europe

'

The second series of the Bagby musical inorniaj,
will begin on January 5. Mme. Nordica la to an*
at one of the performances.

There are a number of New-Yorkers in the South
for the Christmas holidays. Mr«. Richard Irvlab
in Baltimore staying with relatives. Mr and 3an
Pembroke Jones are at Airiie. in North Carolfca!
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Maclay Bui! have goc« to
Augusta for a fortnight. Colonel Oliver H Pbim
is in the South, and Mr. and Mr«. Richard T WLson. jr.. are Ht their shooting box in Georgia.

Mr. an<s Mrs F. Burton Harrison have takes a
large party to Canada for New Year's. They wia
be absent abou* a fortnight.

John T. Atterbury. of No. 13 West Forty-jflab
St.. will give a dinner dance for his dao?htersTX
Misses Josephine an Mary B. Atterbury' "»!Sherry's, on January 7. On January S Mr and «TJames L. Barclay will have a dance for m $g
lalde Barclay, also at Sherry's. • s**

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Dillon Ripley, Mr.and IJriFoxhall P. Keene. Mr. and Mrs. James L. Kr-nochan and Mr.and Mrs. J. E. Smith Haddea havj
been amonp mose who have been srivlnr house ••_

ties at Hempstead. ""use par.

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Emery have cards out for 1dinner, on January S. at their home. No. 5 fear
Slxty-elshth-st. Mr. and Mrs. Henry S. Redaoiwwill give a cotton dinner on the same evenJa- tncelebrate the first anniversary of their wed(Ua|.

The next meeting of the Amusement 'ciafc "
tak* place on Wednesday. The patrenesi-

**'
Mrs. W. Wilson Drake. Mrs. Douglas Cafflo£!
and Mrs. Franklyn B. Lord. The Neighw^
Club willhave Its second meeting next week.
on January 8 th« Thursday Evening C!ub win

***
at the home of Mrs. John Hone. UIa*«

Mrs. August P. Montant has cards out tor t»»
dinners for M

--
Adele Montant on January m56. at No. \u25a0 '. •• Twenty-flrst-st.

Januar y *«4
Mrs. Stanley Mortimer will give a theatre Birrfollowed by a supper, on Wednesday evenl^^her niece. Mls» Eleanor Roosr.veit. Mr xba *<v

Stanley Mortimer will sail the first week to J^

ary. There will be music, \u25a0-' th« artists w,
from the Metropolitan Opera. On January 1?.•**
net. Aallcnac and Heathe Gregory will^nj. *»*\u25a0

About Teopte and Social Incident*.

M!*» L*ary has cards out for Tuesday* in Janu-

Mr. and Mrs. Georpe J. Gould have a large house
party at Georgian Court this week end. Th. guest

of honor Is Dr. Lorenr. the famous Vienna special-
ist. Mr. and Mrs. Gould' will entertain during the
rest of the .holidays.

Miss Callender ar.d MiMDe Forest have sent out

cards for their Sunday musicals, which will herin
a w*ek from to-day. These will be much enjoyed
this winter

Although there has been a lack of large dances
in town, the suburbs and towns adjacent and the
neighboring cities have all had a number of such
entertainments. Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Brown,

in Baltimore, gave a ball last week, and Mr. and
Mrs. Alexander Van Rcnsiclaer will have one in
Philadelphia on New Year's eve. and a New Year's
reception to follow the next day. At Morrl«town
there was a Junior assembly on Friday evening.
and there will be a dance given .on Wednesday
evening 'again, and WO will be welcomed with
much festivity at the Palmetto Club at Alk«?n.

Mr. and Mrs. Elbridge T. Gerry have cards oat
for a musical on January 8. They will also give a
ball on January 30 Mr«. Burke Hoche has some-
thing: on the tapis which will be announced this
coming week. At the fnd of January Mrs. Stan-
ford White will give a dance. >

One of the largest house parties now Koinu on

is that given by Mr. and Mrs. George W. VanderbUt.
at Biltmore. There will be a succession of Kiirsts
each week until the end of January. Mrs. Rich-
ard Gambrlll started for Blltmore on Friday. She
will remain there over the new year. Mrs W.
Seward Webb hns another house party at Sh<*!-
burne Farms, and Mr. and Mrs. X H. Haillmafc
havr been entertaining at Arden. while Mr. and
Mrs. James Cross have had friends at Newfound-
land, and Mr and Mrs. Rutherfurd Btlljve—l
have celebrated a jollyChristmas at Tranquillity.

Tuxedo has had an extrem. ly gay week. Then-

have been the tennis playing and the numerous

hotise parties. James H^nry Smith and Mrs. Pierre

I.crillard bring among the rhief entertainers. The
New Year's ball there will be the incident of the
present week, and Meadow Brcok. which has been
gay enough to satisfy any one. will also have a
large dance at the club on Wednesday evening.
Ardsley will celebrate Informally.

To Christmas succeeds the New Tear, ami this

week will still be devoted to YnletMe festivities.

The latter hardly end until Twelfth Night, still

celebrated by the Century Club with such witty

revelry. Christmas was as merry as possible. The
snow, although it prevented the for. hunt at

Meadow Brook and some of the OvMcor sports,

was hailed as a harbinger of good times to come.

In New-York the festival was celebrated more as

a religious and family affair than as an occasion
for social entertaining. The young people have

had It all their own way. and Christmas trees and

theatre -parties and dances have been numerous.
To-morrow Mrs. Charles Dickey and Mrs. Benja-
min Wells will have a laree children's dance at
Sherry's. On Tuesday last William Hs».vemeyer

gave a dance for his sons, who were home frem
college. The boys and girls are being fpted and

amused and entertained, and will he until the
ill fated day when they are called back to their
studies.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.

THE CABINET.
Washington, l>se. it <Sp.-ci;ib.-The Postmaster

General and Mrs. Payne gave a dinner 10-night.

Their guests included the Belgian Minister and

Baroness Moncheur. the charge (iaffair^s of the

French Embassy, and Mmf. de Marg-rie. ''aunt

Quadt. first secretary of the German Embassy; the

military attache of the French Embassy, and Mm*.

Vignal, Miss Patten. Miss McKenua. Major Ma
-

Veagh. Colonel Samuel Reber an<i Mr. Thaw.
Secretary Moody, with Mrs. Dewev, wife el the

Admiral of the Navy, will receive the officers of the
navy and Marine Corps and of the army, as well

as their other friends, on New Years Day. from

1until 4 o'clock at No. 1.747 Rhode I?lar.d-ave.. the

home of Mrs. Dewey. Women ar» not expected at

the reception. This will be the first time Mrs. Dewey

has formally entertained in the house given to

Admiral Dewey by the people.
Secretary Root has returned from New-York. and

was at the War Department to-day.

m

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.

Washington, Dec. 27 (Special*.- Tha date of the
marriage of Mfea Martha Hoy ta Pierre Roees'-
vensky wiil be decided next we<>k on the arrival

here of the pastor of the Greek Church, who will

officiate at the ceremony. The marriage, which will

take place at noon at the home of Captain and

Mrs Hoy In C»nnecticut-ave.. will be on Tuesday.

January 21, or Wednesday. January 22. to suit the

convenience of the pastor. Mr. Roge=tvensky has

taken a house at Chevy Chase, whrre he and his

bride will live this winter, and in the spring they

will go abroad.
The Italian Ambassador and Sipnora Mayo* dea

Planches have rtlnrer invitations out f r Mondays.

December 29 and January 3. The latter wffl be

followed by a reception to the Diplomatic Corps,

to which also a number of people in society have

been invited.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
-

'\u25a0: Washington, Dec. -27. (Special).— President .Roose-

velt- Is enjoying a genuine rest from office work
in the holidays, and will \u25a0 continue to avoid •his
desk as much as possible' untilJ Congress reassem-
bles on January 5. He had a long horseback ride
in ,the country this morning with Mrs. Roosevelt,

who braved the piercing cold winds to accompany

him. His only official act to-day was to receive the

Austrian Ambassador.
"

The followingprogramme for the New Year's re-
ception has been issued:

"

11 a. m.—The members of the Cabinet; the Diplo-

matic Corp?.
11:20 a. m.— Chief Justice and the Associate

Justices of the. Supreme Court of the United States:
the Judges of the United States Court of Claims:
the Judges of the Court of Appeals: the Judges •\u25a0'

the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia:
ex-Cabinet members and cx-mlnlsters of the United
States.

11:30 a. m.—Senators. Representatives and Dele-
gates in Congress: the Commissioners and Judicial
officers of the District of Columbia.

11:45 a. m.—Officers of the army: officers of the
navy; officers of tho marine corps: commanding

general and general staff of the militia of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

12:1". p." m.—Assistant secretaries of departments;

the Solicitor General: Assistant Attorneys General:
Assistant Postmasters General: the Treasurer of

the United States; the Controller of the Currency,

the Commissioner of Patents; the Commissioner of

Pensions: the Interstate Commerce Commission:
the Librarian of Congress: the Public Printer: the

Commissioner of Labor; the CivilService Commis-

sion: the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries; the
Regents and secretary of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution: the heads of bureaus in the several depart-

ments: the President of the Columbia Institution
for the Deaf and Dumb.

12:30. p. m.—The Society of the Cincinnati; the

Associated Veterans of the War of lSt5-'4": the
military order of the Loyal Legion of the United
States: the Grand Armyof the Republic: the Union

Veteran Legion: Union Veterans' Union: Spanish

War Veterans: the members of the Oldest Inhabi-

tants' Association of the District of Columbia.
1 p. m.—Reception of citizens.
Adjutant General Corbln and Assistant Secre-

tary Darling to-day issued the customary orders
requiring all officers of the army, navy and marine
corps to assemble in full uniform on New Year's
Day at tht Ir respective headquarter?, and proceed

thence to pay their respects to the President.
The President's party will receive in the Blue

Room, as in the past, although the room Is not
yet completed. According to the plans approved,

the guests, as usual, wil*. enter the mansion from

the north portico. They will proceed past the Pres-
ident in the Blue Room and on into the East Room.

From there they descend the new flight of
stone stairs to the basement floor, and depart

through the new east terrace. At the evening re-

ceptions, later on. the terrace extension will be

used both for entrance and exit. The reason for

the plan £(lepte<l for next Thursday la that guests

keep on their wraps, and so do not have to leave

the house by the entrance where the cloakrooms

are located.
The usual diplomatic breakfast will follow at

noon at the home of the Secretary of State.

Mrs. Shaw, wife of the Secretary of the Treasury:

Mrs. Payne, wit- of the Postmaster General: Mrs.

Knox. wife ol the Attorney General, and Miss Wil-
son, daughter of the Secretary of Agriculture, will

receive in the afternoon. The hours generally se-

lected are from 3 to 5 o'clock. Neither Mrs. Root

nor Mrs. Hitchcock, both of whom are In mourn-

ing, willreceive.

The Imperial German Government has been
duly informed of Venezuela's refusal of its de-
mands relative to the payment of German
claims arising out of the civil wars of 1806 and
WOO. and of Venezuela's arguments. The im-
perial government, after a re-examination of
the case, does not consider the arguments satis-
factory. Venezuela's argument, that owing to

the internal legislation of the country it is im-
possible diplomatically to arrange the claims of
the foreigners arising out of the wars, is not in
conformity with international law. . . . The
Imperial government, therefore. heli* itself
obliged to contribute in a definite manner to
their immediate satisfaction. Iam instructed to
pray Venezuela to satisfy without delay the
German credits, which amount to 1,718,815 bol-
ivars 67 centavos.

Furthermore, the manner in which the Ger-
man claims consequent on the present civil war
•were treated led the Imperial government to

think' that the other claims of its subjects are
also in need of support. To arrive at a just con-
clusion, therefore, the German claims conse-
quent on the present civilwar. and the credits of
th*1 German houses occasioned by the construc-
tion of a slaughter house in Caracas, and the
amount due for the Great Venezuelan Railway,
must be considered in the same light,Iam or-
dered to ask Venezuela to make- a declaration
immediately that it recognizes in principle the
correctness of the demands, and is willingto
rcept the decision of.a mixed commission. with

the object of having them determined and as-
fured in all details. The Imperial government
hopes that the republic willsatisfy the just de-
mands, of Germany and villnet oblige the im-
1 •?ria.i government to enforce th«<ir satisfaction.

'Ihe Venezuelan Government met these de-

!:irads with direct refusals: and thereupon the
ministers withdrew from Venezuelan soil, and
the blockade and bombardment, followed.

It will be observed that, with the exception
of'the one German demand for immediate pay-
ment of a special claim of 1.715.515 bolivars, or
about $343,703, the proposal was that all claims
should be referred to a mixed commission, such

'.The Gorman Charge d'Affaires at the same
time addressed the Venezuelan Government in
these terms:

"WHAT 'TWAS ALL ABOUT."
How many Little Pcterkins there may be

wondering what the Venezuelan trouble was or

it; all about we know not. Surely there has
been sufficient explanation of the case. It

fault.there be in <*ucb explanation, indeed. Itis
probable that ithas been too profuse, likewise
diffuse, so that the mind has been bewildered
with too many words and has failed to catch
the essential grains of truth amid the storm of
chaff. Itmay therefore be pertinent and profit-

able to recall a few definite details of the con-

troversy immediately preceding the practical

declaration of war by the European powers. It
was on December 8 that the British Minister
presented his government* final demand upon
Venezuela. Speaking of the British claims, of
which settlement was asked, Mr. Haggard said:

These claims include all well founded claims
•which have arisen in consequence of -the last
civil war and previous civil wars, and of the
ill treatment and imprisonment of British sub-
jects, and they also Include an arrangement for
the foreign debt. Ihave asked Venezuela to
make a declaration that she recognizes in prin-
ciple the Justness of the claims, that she will
immediately make compensation in navigation
cases and the cases above mentioned, and in
those -wherein British subjects have been un-
justlyimprisoned and illtreated, and that in re-
Fpert to other claims she willaccept the decision
of a mixed commission as to the amount and
guarantee which should be given for their pay-
ment. 1 have also expressed the hope that Ven-
ezuela will defer to these demands and will not
oblige his majesty's government to take steps to

obtain satisfaction.

HEAD OF THE ARMY AXD WEST POIXT.
The list of general officers of the I'nited States

Army will be greatly changed in the year 1908
because of retirements for age. Major Gen-
erals R. P. Hughes nnd (J. W. Davis willretire
on April5, lieutenant General Miles willreach
the age limiton August S and Brigadier General
M. I. Ludington will retire on July 4. General
Corbin inhis address before the Cleveland Cham-
ber of Commerce said, without reservation and
with a degree ofcertainty which gave the state-
ment official form, that there would be no
"Jumping" when the office now occupied by
General Miles became vacant, and that after
the brief service of General Young as com-
manding general the place would go to Major

General Adna R. Chaffee. Thus the highest
place in the military service of the country will
again be held by a man who did not gain his
military education at West Point.

The Military Academy Is entitled to all the
praise it ha? received, and the fact that it will
be nrrbiteeturnlly improved nnd its various de-
partments made adequate to the increased de-
rr>nu<ls is a source of pride to the American peo-
ple. But it willbe remembered also that West

Point has not given up all the good officers.
General Young, who willsucceed General Miles,

entered the service of his country as a private
in a Pennsylvania volunteer rpgiment in 1801.
Genera] OfcaflßC began Us military career «s a
private in the fith liiitctl States Cavalry in the
first year of the Civil War. and Major General
M:i. Arthur saw service for the first time as a
lieutenant in a \Vi«">msin rcgimem So the Ifßt
might br estended far down the line, only

There is wheat, for example. We are selling

Cuba some $2,000,000 worth a year. Would It
not l>e worth- while, and -would itnot be profit-
able to us. to have the present high Cuban tariff
thereon reduced one-fifth inour exclusive favor?
There are meats of various kinds. Cuba now
buys nearly ?«>.'>Oo,ooo worth a year from us.
Might not a 20 per cent reduction of tariff rates,

specially to them, be advantageous fo our cattle
and hog raisers? There Is coal. We sell Cuba
$1,000,000 worth a year. Itused to be on the free
list, but a few months ago Cuba put on a tariff.
Mightit not be a good thing for us to have that
tariff materially reduced? Here are a few
other items: Corn. •'\u2666'7.000; cattle. $1,250,000:

cotton q;oodF. $300,000{ eggs. $477,000; iron and
sieel. SS.iiOO.OOO: leather goods. $4or>.000: min-
eral oil. $57.>.000; milk. J4OQ.OOO; vegetables.
KHQOOOO; lumber and woodenware. $1,500,000.
We might continue the list much further. ,

These are all great I'nited States industries,
touching agriculture and manufactures more
c-losely and at many more points than does the
single one of beet sugar. In many of them
American trade is suffering seriously from Eu-
ropean and other competition. In every one of
them there should be an extension of our trade,

and might be under a tariff reduced in our ex-
clusive favor. Such reduction of tariff rates to
the extent of from 20 to 40 per cent Cuba now
offers us in return for a reduction of our tariff
of only 20 per cent. Surely such an offer is
worthy of nr-epptanrc. There is no proof, there
is no considerable indication, that anything In
the mhenit would prove detrimental to a single

I'nited States industry— though even ifitshould
bear hardly upon one or two it might still be
commended and approved on the wise principle
that the object of government ie to secure the
greatest good for the greatest number. It is as
certain as anything can be In such matters that
it would greatly benefit a number of important
and widespread industries.

<l BAX RECIPROCITY PROPOSALS.
There are rumors of possible opposition to the

ratification of the Cuban reciprocity treaty.

This will, we are told, come from those inter-
ested in a singie United States industry, to wit.
be^t sugar making, and willbe based upon the
supposed injury to that industry which such
reciprocity will effect. We have already and
frequently cited the expert testimony of one of
ihe leaders of that industry, to the effeci that
it would not be injured by reciprocity or even

by absolute free trade in 'competing commodi-
ties. We may add that a recent reiwt reveals
the interesting fact that at least one of the

prominent establishments in that industry has
This year been able topay 25per cent dividends,
a fact which seems to indicate that it might

manage to exist profitably with a trifle less pro-
tection than it now receives.

But there are others. The United States
grows other things thau fleets, and manufact-
ures other things than sugar. Many of these
other things it sells to Cuba. It does not sell
them to that island in as large quantities as It
should, or as Cuba would like it to. That is
partly because the Cuban tariff is so high as to
be n barrier against some of them, and partly

because other countries, such as Great Britain
and Germany, are able to undersell us. In con-
sidering the reciprocity question, therefore, it
will be well to consider not only the continued
prosperity of an industry which has boasted
that its prosperity is secure against all possible

tariff changes, but also the prosperity of nu-
merous other industries, agricultural and manu-
facturing, which are iv pressing need of en-
larged markets.

Apparently that is the- course now to be pur-

sued in the trial before the tribunal at The

Hague. The validity and the amount of the

claims are both to be arbitrated. The one ex-

ception may be the German claim of $343*763
already referred to. It is now explained, how-
ever, that that claim may be much smaller

than the figures quoted, and that it is one the
validity <»f which has been passed upon by

Venezuelan courts and is fully acknowledged
by the Venezuelan Government. Ifthat be true

it is not unreasonable to expect Venezuela to
pay it promptly and before the other claims
are submitted to arbitration. It ought to be
possible for President Castro to do that. He
has for some time been in sore straits, literally

menaced at once by "fightings within and foes
without." and the resources of his treasury have
been considerably drained. But Venezuela can-
not be so nearly bankrupt as to be unable to
raise even so much as several hundred thousand
doßars to redeem her honor and to put herself
upon r basis of approved credit before the in-
ternal.onal tribunal which is to adjudicate her
differences with foreign powers.

as that which was agreed upon between France

and Venezuela. That was reasonable,; and was

indeed practically what is now to be done In the

arbitration^ proceeding*.' It.would seem, that

Venezuela might have done well to accede to

that demand. ;But on the other hand it Is es-
sential \u25a0 to observe that the powers required, as
prerequisite to such submission to a tribunal,

that -Venezuela should at once "recognize in

principle the justness of the claims." To that

Venezuela demurred, and not without reason.
Itmay be that all the claims are just in prin-

ciple. It is highly "probable that most of them

are. Nevertheless, it did seem arbitrary to re-
quire Venezuela to admit the fact offhand. It
was much like, asking an- accused person > to
plead guilty and leave nothing for the court to

do but to determine the magnitude of the sen-

tence. •In cases of arbitration of claims the
practice has 'been to determine first the validity

of the claims and afterward to fix their amount.

That was the course pursued in the British case

a=ainst the United States over the seizure of

her sealers in Bearing Sea, and in our more
recent case against Russia for seizure of our

sealers, and in Germany's case against the

United States and Great Britain for damages in

Samoa. . , .

Graham Bell denies that he has actually in-
vented a flying machine, hut admits that he
has studied the subject and that he has great

faith in the possibilities of the aeroplane, as
represented by the kite. Allof that was known
before. Itlooks as if he had accomplished one
new thing, though. An airship of the type he
has in mind is liable to descend far more precipi-
tately than a gn?hag Hke thai of Santns-Dumnnt

A few weeks ago the British Education bill
and the German Tariff bill held the centre of
the stage in foreign news. They have now been
enacted almost without public observation or
record on this side of the Atlantic, being hidden
behind the more sensational Venezuelan em-
broilment. Thus the moon sometimes eclipses
the sun.

The holiday vacations of the miners make
many a hearth and home cold and cheerless.

SETES CAR ELEVATED TRAIXS.
Mr. Skitt told the Mayor the other day that

It is impossible to run more trains during rush
hours than is done at present, but that when
the elevated railway company has rolling stock
enough to have six cars in a train everything
will be lovely. With the first of these two
propositions perhaps there can be no dispute.
The other needs to be taken with a grain of
salt. Mr. Skitt does not expect the full com-
plement of cars before April, which, in view
of established precedents, probably means next
fall or winter. "Man never is, but always to
be, blessed." says Pope. The policy of increas-
ing thf» length of trains is a good one, but the
Manhattan company docs nor carry it far
enough. While it retained the antiquated steam
system it was hampered by the limited power
of its locomotives. The 'multiple unit" sys-
tem of electric traction makes indefinite exten-
sion feasible. If. therefore, the elevated com-
pany would put seven or eight cars into each
train during rush hours it would encounter na
technical obstacle, though, of course, it would
be under the necessity of ordering more rolling
stock and elongating its station platforms
again. It would then bo able U> treat its pas-
sengers with some degree of decency.
It is not 10 be expected, however, that the

Manhattan company will view this proposition
with favor. That corporation !;;s be* a dis-
gracefully k!ow to initiate reforms whieft it was
manifestly good financial policy to undertake.
It waited until other large <ities adopted elec-
tricity before it decided to try it. There w:is
needless delay in carrying out the new pro-
gramme when the latter was once approved.
There has hern constant disappointment and
failure to keep promises. The plight in which
the company found itself during the recent ice
storms is only one illustration of Its eencnil
style of procedure. Even to-day, with its at-
tractive electric service, it is throwing away
profitable business and driving to the surface
lines traffic that it ought to retain. For this
reason it is practically hopeless to expect the
company voluntarily to take the initial steps in
a seven car train service. Intervention by the
State Railway Commission will probably be
needed to secure the relief which the public
needs.

Ifthe bed of Father Tiber is ever thoroughly
explored, as it should be. the discoveries may
rank in value and significance within some
comparative approach to the ever memorable
"finds" in the last century in the Troad, in
Mycenae, in the Nile Valley, in storied Crete
and in Cyprus.

THE BED OF THE TIBER.
The stupendous triumphs of English engineer-

ing in Egypt at Assiout and Assouan suggest
that work far less difficult in diverting the
waters of the Tiber within the territory of the
Eternal City might lead to the disclosure of
treasures of ancient art over which every civil-
ized nation would rejoice. It is the generally
accepted belief of archaeologists, historians snd
artists that whenever Rome was besieged and
captured many notable works in marble and
bronze and precious metals, and no small num-
ber of the other achievements of cunning artif-
icers, were cast into the yellow stream which
was breasted so gallantly by brave Horatius.
the captain of the gate.

" •
TEARING DOWN CHURCHES.

For more- than ninety years the famous Park
Street Church, at the corner of Ti einont-st.,

close to the gilded dome of the Massachusetts
State House, ami only a. few steps from the elms
of the famous Common and the waters of the
beloved Frog Pond, has brought to mind the
honored memories of ancestral Boston. The
property has now been sold for $1,25G,QG»), and a
skyscraper office building will speedily efface
every recollection of the old meeting house, in
which so many sermons have been preached

since the nineteenth century was in its swad-
dling clothes. Like the Broadway Tabernacle
in Manhattan, itmust pass away* To consider
practical matters of business Investmeiitj itmay
not be out of place to mention that the two
celebrated church properties in New York and
In Boston have been &old for amoo&ts not far
apart. In each instance a religious landmark
of note Is to give way before the :;lmo>t Irre-
sistible onset of business enterprise.

New-York, however, may count with confi-
dence upon the steadfastness <° at least three
impregnable barriers against the strongest as-
saults of commercialism. Old Trinity at>u St.
Paul's and St. John's will act be sacrificed.
They willabide and remain in the face of every
endeavor to sweep them away. ItIs well that
they should stand for centuries. The rebuild-
ing of Manhattan should be turned aside from
those stately and dignified memorial." and mon-
uments of the past.

After a tedious delay, for which it if not
easy to account, they were arrested in Madrid,
where they had sought- KfngC Who can ex-

plain why they were not discovered and taken
into custody in the Spanish capital long ago?
However, they r.re nov: back InParis, or on the
way there, and as tin: French laws -against
swindling arc extremely severe, mid French
prosecutions of men or women guilty of gigan-

tic frauds are proverbially rdentleas; it h> likely

to go hard with the Humberts. Bat their pe-
culiar careers Lave bee;- as s astonishing as

were those of the celebrated adventurers Cagli-

ostro and Casanova in the eighteenth century.

AVAZIXG ADVENTURERS.
-

In few of the fascinating: "stories of "The Ara-
bian Nights" are there tales more bewildering

than the authentic accounts of the operations

of the Humberts, who succeeded in borrowing

millions of francs from the shrewdest money
lenders In France and elsewhere upon the Con-
tinent of Europe. These big loans were/ob-
tained solely by means of the ingenious fabrica-
tions of the swindlers concerning a colossal
fortune' which never existed. It was entirely

mythical. like the 'riches of,the Count of Monte
C'risto. The Humbert? fled to Spain when the
bubble burst.

eight of the generals were graduated at "West
Point. These are Grant, Bell. G.B.jDarlß,

Bates,; Gillespie, Crozler, Carter and Bliss, and
until "some*of-the' brigadiers are advanced there
willbe no Military Academy man on the list
of major genernls. and the head of the military

establishment under the President, either as
commanding general or n/s chief of staff, willbe

a man from the ranks, a livingproof of Ameri-
can adaptability.

**

A"Bevelc Wood Famine.— The wood famine has
become so severe- that when' a young man goen to
see" hi» girl -ho.has to take -an armload of wood
with him, and when it is burned he must either
leave or by staying take chance" of freezing.—
(Paris (Mo.) Mercury.

'

That famous restaurant the Maison Doree has

closed its doors forever. It was almost the last

of the renor/ned houses of entertainment that

formed one of the most distinctive features of

Parisian life during the greater portion of the first

half of last century. Itwas long one of the chosen

resorts of all that was famous and elegant, not
merely In the French capital, but in Europe. The
proprietors of these houses, which were impossible

f../all but wealthy customers, grew rich; and it is

because times have changed., and it is no longer

customary to dine so luxuriously, that the Maison

Doree has had to put up the shutters. The diner

who now spends 80 francs upon his dinner, and

considers himself rather extravagant, would, in

the days of the Second Empire, have paid 100. and

thought he was a hero. It was not for nothing

that the neighboring Caf£ Riche was so called.
That v.as the name of its owner, and when the

Mal-on DorSe belonged to M. Hardy, the wits used

to say mat-one must be tres riche pour diner chez

Hardy, et tres hardl pour diner chez Riche.

His Fearful Blunder.-"Where are you going in

yw^o^2uVo.f town tillit blows over."

t^lS^SS^nlM.^^ne"t*d<!or to/us a shaving set Ihad intended for

mm P
t
h awkward, but you can explain it.

"

\u0084v' ,nn-t That's the worst of it. Aunt

Rachel has a good deal more beard than the
nephew has."— (Chicago Tribune.

While a jury was being Impanelled in Circuit
Court in Washington. D. C. recently, of the

talesmen asked to be excused from serving on the

ground that he suffered from deafness

"Can you hear what Iam saying?" Chief Justice

Bingham. of the' Supreme Court \u25a0 of the District of

Columbia, who was on the bench, softly inquired.

"Yes sir." promptly replied the. citizen. £
•\u25a0How does the deafness affect you. then? the

Chief Justice desired to know.
'•Why,, your honor." the citizen explained, I

can't hear at all with my left ear." .
The Chief Justice smiled. "I suppose, he said,

after a pause, "that under the circumstances you

would be able to hear only one side of a case.

The talesman was excused.
THE OF SLOTH.

By One Who Has Got ItBadly.

-Ifor long had believed that, concerning my case., f^rsiir^Twls^S'unfairV^ttVhrro'u^anks to good

.AndD?ti9%rfved Bhow8
how unjult a strong bias is.

For Iif you please, for my idleness scorned,

Have been suffering from unciariasis.

Ye« Iby UK moralist twitted spurned.

And bombarded by Tapper's "tUlery^ Doctor
And-what is still worse- by . the smug Doctor

Made to fill a front place in his pillory:

I.the sluggard, advised to make cal» on the ant.
And to heed th.? monitions of bookworms.Through the whole, of my life Iwould ask you to

. Have'been preyed on by vlllanous "hookworms:"

Of course' I've beer laxy-who wouldn't be so
Who.has known what the "hookworm's' fell

Who^wouldn^l'ask.' who's endured all hi? life
A confounded six-syllable ailment .

In fact, looking back on the years that have passed.

And the wav that to work I've been hounded.
It is not at my idleness Iam surprised.

At my diligence 'tis I'm astounded!

But henceforth, let me say. that with work Ihave

done!
• '', ...' Iin future shall not do a stroke of it:

-
And who will dare say that a man in my case"

Should be asked to be under the yoke of it?
For seeing we've hospitals now for all ills

From consumption to elephantiasis.
Iwith confidence wait for the founding of homes

For the treatment of unclariasis.

4ml to one of these havens of rest let me hope,*

That abused and mistrusted no longer,
Imay shortly retire, since no claim" than my own

Can be fairly regarded .is stronger.

Ami there by a irnnerous public maintained,
Iwill strive, with a grateful persistence.

To do even lofs than I've done in the past

Till the end of my idle existence
—(London Truth.

A physician is bringing out a book of "Biographic
Clinics," vi which*he undertakes to explain the

characteristics of men of genius by their maladies.
Carlyle, Browning, De Quineey. Darwin and Hux-
l^v. he explains on the score of "eye strain," to

which nowadays almost everything from nervous
breakdown to consumption is attributed. How fort-
unate that a good oculist did not get at these men
and deprive us of "Sartor Resartus," "The Ring

and the Book." the "Opium Eater." "The Descent

of Man" and "Evolution and Ethics"! Itis painful

to think of genius being snuffed out by a pair of
spectacles.

Schoil— The boy was polng away to school, full
of high hope.

"1 shall make the football team and color two
j>i[f= trip first year!" he said bravely.

His mother kissed him and wept. His father
wrung his hand in silence.

They were too full to speak then.
Eut' when he was gone, and they were calmer;

they talked together of him. and prayed that his
ambition might not carry him beyond his strength.
—(Life.

One of the many curious ouptoms whi.-h mark the
visits of Judgee to provinrinl assizes of Eiißland is
that observed at Xewcastle-on-Tyne.

The Mayor always makes the following: speech
to the judges on circuit-

"My lords. w» have to congratulate you upon
having completed your labors tn thi« ancient town,

end have also to inform you that you travel hene«
to Carlisle, through border country, much and often
infested by tht Scots. We therefor* present each
of yr<ur lordships with a piece of money to buy
therewith a dapK<?r to defend yourselves."

Then the Mayor produces two ancient coins, a
jacobus and a carolus. The former he presents to

the senior and the latter to the junior Ji;d«r<> Ap-
parently it is intended that the senior Judge shall
purchase a dagger twice the size of that purchased
by the Junior Judge.

Tilt TALK OF THE DAT.

Poor Devery Is degenerating in these piping

times of enforced absence from the public ser-

vice. Ho used to be a strenuous policeman,

able to dominate any crowd, but now when he

g«ts caught in a street jam he has to get a po-

liceman to lead him "out like a child."

Uncle Sam may have to stencil on his flag one

Of these Jays under "E Pluribu?-, Unum," "Not

"responsible for the debts or the conduct of wild-

"cat American nations or any other." Spread out

on a pennon hung across the lower hinge of

the eagle's beak, it ought to have the force of

a legal and valid annunciation, defining our

attitude in these relations without ambiguity

for all time to come.

Substantial additions will be made to the

United States Navy next year. The battleships

Ohio and Missouri and the protected cruisers

Denver. Dcs Moines. Chattanooga. Galveston,

Tacoma and Cleveland are all well under way.

and most of these naval vessels will probably
be completed and placed in commission within

the year.

It has been a singular feature of this holi-

day time that the difficulty in hiring men to

clear off snow or for odd jobs of any kind has

been almost insurmountable— far worse than in

previous years. The ranks of the unemployed

in New-York are unusually small, and the op-

portunities for getting free meals, free shelter

and free clothes have been so extensive this

month that the seekers of real work at fair

compensation have been comparatively few

and far between. _
The poet of "The Springrfleld Republican" has

produced a pastoral on "Snow as the Poor Man's

Manure" which puts the author of "Beautiful

Snow" entirely out of the running.

ifanything goes wrong with the propelling ma-

chinery. Professor Bell thinks that he has

found a method of arranging the surfaces in

a kite or a flyingmachine so that It will fall
gently. Well, if there are going to be airships,

that is just the way they ought to come down.

The world has not the same use for a safety

device of this sort that it has for automatic
catches on elevators but it will thank the man

who invents one just the same.

Cold waves do not always materialize just on

time. All the same, we are having some good

old fashioned winter weather.
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ronElGN.— President Roosevelt's course in

BOCmtoK reference of the Venezuelan contro-
-.. r?- to The Hague tribunal was generally ap-
proved in Europe; Baron d'Estourne lies fle Con-
e&jti. of Paris, in a letter warmly eaßgn*»M£:*

ie the President, expressed the opinion that nt

had saved The Hague court from Practical ex-
tinction.

-—-
The burial of the Archbishop ot

Canterbury took place at Canterbury Cathedra..
7==^_ Thirty persons were killed and as many

more injured in a coll'.slon between express

and freight trains at Wanslead. Ont. -_ -Nine
miners were killed and many injured by a snow-
slide which struck the bunkhouse of the Mol.ie
Gibson mine at Kootenal, B. C. on Christmas
night. \u25a0 The British steamer Mombassa.
from Calcutta for New-York, was abandoned on
fire at sea: her crew were saved and landed at

Colombo, Ceylon. ===== Queen Alexandra gave

a dinned In London to the widows and children

of those killed in the Boer war. ===== The Ru-
manian Senate adopted a measure providing for
the naturalization of Jews. ===== General Miles

was received at the imperial palace in Peking,

and exchanged flattering speeches with the Em-
press Dowager.

DOMESTIC —There was an active exchange

of notes between Washington. London, Berlin.
Rome and Caracas -e^arding the method of
submitting the Venezuelan controversy to The
Hague tribunal for arbitration; the opinion was
expressed in Washington that the President's
course had assured the permanence and future
usefulness of The Hague court.

—=^ Baron
Hengelmiilier presented his new credentials as
Ambassador from Austria-Hungary to the Pres-
ident.

'
The programme for the New Year's

Day reception at the White House was made
public. - The case of the New-York Build-
ing Loan Banking Association was practically

settled by the appointment of a referee.
-

ClTY.—Stocks were strong and higher. =====
A portrait painter dropped dead while on his
\u25a0way to his home, where friends had gathered to
celebrate the thirty-fourth anniversary of his
•wedding.=Anexecutive committee was ap-
pointed at a Merchants' Association meeting to
fight the abuses in city transportation. =====
Brothers of the insane man who attacked Wal-
dorf guests took him to a sanatorium from
Bellevue; they said overstudy for entrance into
Harvard made him demented.

-
1 Dr. Austin

Flint, jr..said that Cornelius Vanderoilt was so
well that no more bulletins regarding his condi-
tion would be issued. == An autopsy showed
that the death of an artist's wife in Roosevelt
Hospital was due to mercurial poisoning; th*
police were looking for the husband. ===== Po-
licemen expected that the new Commissioner.
General Greene, would continue the policy of
weeding Devery men out of the force. ==The

Cloth Hat Makers* Union denounced the Broth-
erhood of \u25a0• Locomotive Firemen for electing
President Roosevelt a member of their organ
ization. \u25a0 . ._ Coal dealers said that there would
be a decrease in the output at the mines on ac-
count, of the holiday celebrations of the miners.

THE WEATHER.— lndications for to-day:
Fair, continued cold. The temperature yester-
day: Highest: 28 degrees; lowest, 19 degrees.

THE XEWB THIS MORXISG.

The third Fortnightly dance under the patr«BW»

of Mr? Lewis Livingston Detafleld win take pl«c*

on Tuesday at Ike Waldorf-Astoria. There «\u25a0
also be a Neighborhood Cotillon at I"'dworth ß.

Among the entertainments m Wednesday willSe

the first of two receptions given by Mrs. Chares
H Wllmerdirg and Mrs. John Christopher WU-

roerdlr.?. &1 No.
•

East Twenty-slxth-st. In«l

evening the jnmjclass for young pe-pl«ar-

ranged by Mrs. David Dows willmeet at Sherry's.

Mr?. Gardiner Sherman gives the Aral of tma
receptions for Miss Jessie Sherman at the »
ingham Hotel on New Tears Day.

On Friday there willbe a second meeting of *t

first Friday Cotillon, and among the "at hone*

will be those given by Mrs. Ruben Wing Howw.

No « West Ninth-st.:'Mrs. Charles Lea and iliss

Marjorie Lea, •' No. 1Washington Square.

.\ series of musical teas will he given by Mrs. K.

j

"
Collins at th? Garret Smith studio. N». M^Ej*

Thirty-thi'd-st. The <••'<- are January » - ana

3 The first will b* devoted
" French mv*

-, \u0084,,, Pujrno. the French pianist, will make Bis

last appearance on thai occasion before <"lillB»*
Europe. Bogsa OMairofl will sins Russian sens*. the second concert At the ihftrd «M Mm*

the national tens served by Sherry.

The first of the Metropolitan dances for your*

people not Cat will given last night in the annrt

of th- Metropolitan Club. It began at 3 °d*
an.' ended at midnight, when supper was serves.
The guests were received \u25a0• Mrs. Douglas Rea-
son ir Mrs R. Fulton Cutting mmi Mrs. H. Hch-

Twomblv. The other patronesses of the class a-

dancing with Miss Susan Street. The favors ww

of a Christmas nature.

Last evening at D*lmonlco'» a second Sat.r&T
evening km «is ««ven Mr,. John «Clarto«

Jay. Mrs. W. « Ho^pta an.l Mm X J Hi«*«**

reived the gas-Hi The CStHlon w.i« lei >""£ ,
Mil Lamlal*. and the hwn consisted of woeJ«

stocking, tied with r..» ribbons fwil"^
and wooden mittens for th* men. Th« »*

after th- dance were «ml to a bmnch of the »
dren's Aid Society, an Institution In «Mg»^jb*-
FhllipSands, the founder of the class, has tw

terested for a.number of years.

Among the guests, at Chatsworth. N. *.•"£
Countess de Castellan*, who i. staytai ™a '
Marquis de T«l>yrar.rt-P*rlgord. and Mr. ana *•

John H. Van**

Francis Sh-rwood Ktnney a«d \u25a0*\u25a0 K
'
nn^fJ?

gave a musical on Wednesday Mil 118 Janu*->

at their home. No. \u25a0 We- Fifty-fourth-*.

M-« Walt-r Croshy. \u25a0»"• daughter Nina l^
paged to James IEwtL. returns «J»^^Colorado Spring* •*•*\u25a0 she «•\u25a0 *«*?! U l3*
«»\f>ral years.

Mrs. A. Holland Fortes will give
*«fjsj.£

January 8 at her home. No.
*:East FIW--

She will receive on Thursdays in Janu*r>.

Mr. an.l Mr, Heth Lorton have "'""^Jj
their honeymoon, and have sent out cards ro

days in January at the Buckingham Hotel.

.Mrs. D. Parker Morgan will be at "^^ g^:
the season on Tuesday* In the Heaveßa?
rectory, No. 3 East Forty- fifth-st

The dance already mentioned to take place at

Sherry's for children to-morrow afternoon will be

under the supervision of Miss Adeline Kin? Rofcin-
son. The young people are members of her daactnj

classes.
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