
PRICK THREE CENTS.

A RESOLUTION LOOKING TO SEIZURE OF MINES
INTRODUCED.

There are sigrns of increasing Impatience in
England over the delay in raising the blockade
of Venezuela. The moral drawn by the pro-
vincial press from the independent attitude of
Italy in condemning the blockade and advo-
cating Castro's cause is that England might

have taken the same attitude if there had not
been a hard and fast alliance with Germany.

Meanwhile dispatches are exchanged between
Berlin and London, and it seems impracticable
to obtain an adjustment of the phrases of a
simple protocol providing for the adjudication
of the claims. A settlement would have been
reached between "VTashingon and London with-

out delay if there had been no obligation to re-

fer every detail to Berlin. The Balfour govern-

ment is not likely to make another agreement

with Germany before the general elections in

the United Kingdom.

By a practically unanimous vote both houses of Congress yesterday passed the bill

suspending the duties on coal for one year. An amendment was added in the Senate

and concurred in by the House placing anthracite on the free list.
Mr. Jenkins, chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, introduced a resolution

looking to the seizure and operation of the coal mines by the government. In the Senate

Mr. Tillman spoke on the coal question, blaming the administration for the shortage.

The committees of Congress which are investigating the causes of the coal shortage

continued their work. Independent operators have been summoned to give evidence.

Anthracite Permanently on the Free List—Duties on Other Coal Sus-

pended for One Year.

England is in th<^ gripof winter. North, south,

east and nest, the conditions are the same—
biting winds, brisk weather, with a dash of

frost BStd ;:; BOOK Bsacca enough ice to make
skating siif''. Th<; movements of the barometer

indicatf- that there is no reason to look for any

startling atmospheric changes, and frost, occa-
sional tmow showers, with interludes of fog, are
likely, therefore, to be prominent items for some

time in London's meteorological programme.

Professor W. Smart read a most Interesting

paper on Industrial trusts at a meeting of the
Society at Arts last night. Trusts, he said.
were the phenomena of economic progress.

They were the elimination of the unnecessary

person, the unnecessary process and the un-
necessary thing in the production and distribu-
tion of goods. There were many features of re-
Femblanee between the American trusts and
British combinations. Both forms of organiza-

tion aimed at being monopolies, but while,

Thanks to protests. American trusts, secured
against competition from the outside, might at-
tain an effective monopoly within their own

country, and enjoy the high prices of a monop-

oly, British combinations, livingunder a fierce
struggle of competition withall the world, could
survive only^at the cast of eternal vigilance,

efficiency and law cost- Mr. Smart said that

British combinations were not, as a rule, strik-
ingly successful. He might have pointed out

That some of them were rank failures. Sir
Robert Giffen. v ho took part in the discussion

which followed the reading of the paper, ex-

pressed the opinion that if the United States

were to abandon a high Tariff the mischief of
the trusts would be ended at one stroke.

At the City Orthopsedic Hospital yesterday

•on Dr. Lorenr gave a highly successful
demonstration, in the presence of a large nnm-

lx>r of medical me?i. of his bloodless method of
operating in cases of congenital hip disease.

The famous Austrian specialist said that he had

Iwith the greatest kindness during

t hi Stay in The Dattei States, but he declined to

BBjnsj an opinion upon the progress made in

British surgery since his first visit to this coun-
try Hpbtepn years ago, or on the comparative

of English and American surgery.

The steamer sailed from the other side nearly

a day late owing to a slow eastward passage.

She has needed overhauling for some time, es-
pecially in the boiler room, • and this has un-
doubtedly prevented her from developing full
speed. At the office of the company it was said !
yesterday that Captain Passow, under the cir- i
cumstances, would naturally not push the vessel
In the face of the gales which all the incoming

steamers are reporting, and take the chance of
crippling his ship. All steamers are coming in
from one to two days behind time. .

The delay in taking her off for an overhauling

was due to the impossibility of replacing her
immediately with another ship of her. class. The
New-York, which has been in the hands of the
shipbuilders for a year, will soon- be in commis- !

sion. The St. Louis is to be taken off for a
three months' overhauling- at Cramps' yards

as soon as she arrives here and discharges her
cargo. j. j

Inview of the character of the St. Louis, there ,
is no re.-i.son for apprehension that the passen- I
gers are in serious danger. She is in the regular

lane used by the transatlantic liners, and j
would be likely to be sighted and reported by j
incoming steamers if anything serious had hap-

pened.

On the steamer were 75 first cabin. 70 second ;

cabin and l.".O steerage passengers— all told. {
The first cabin passengers, according to a list j
received here yesterday, are as follows:

.Vt.- Kob*rt Abbe and maid. Mrs. Nichols.
\u25a0VV. V. Ahnelt. |Candea ObMUM. . - •
Mrs. W. 1". Ahxi<>!t.. |Eli»> Oppenheim.
Victor .-". Allien. T. J. Colton.
Albert G. Bayer. H. B. Cramer.
Fritz BerKen&len. • The Rev. Arthur Crane.
I»uis IS. Bernei. IWilliam J. <*unriintirhain.
C. W. Bonynge. Walton K. Dawlen.
L.. Bouquart. Mrs. Walton E. Dawlen.
Mrs. Katharine Bradford. IA. H. Field.
\v H. F. Browne. In. Barrett Fithian.
Miss Alice B. Chandler. Mrs. Forbes.
Neville D. Cohen. S. W. Gebo.
John Adrian Hesse. A. Goldberg.
Mr. Hillman. Mn. J. M. Orkin.
Mrs. Hilton and Infant. Major C. Cunliffe Owen, K.
Mr.Jarobson. F. A.
Mr Kahn. Mrs. C Cunliffe Owen.
Arthur F. Kirby. Robert A. Palmer.
Georpe Kolb. George N. Pifer.

Fred Kolb. Miss Helen A. Ranlett.
Herbert L«anijrfor<l. Charles Harold Romalne.
Mrs Herbert Longford. B. Slnauer.
Miss Dorothy Langford. I'Cmii Stelnhartor.
H Lansdell. Mrs. Kmil Steinhartor.
Fred M Leonard. IMiss Emma Steinhartor.
A. P. Lloyd. (Mr. Toynby.
Mile I»uis«» Mabilet. Miss T'flatvi.
IMapee. Mrs. Blanche Ulman.
.1 Manning. Miss Lucile J. Ulman.

E. G. IfMCm. M. Vine*.ore.
Frank A. Messenger. Mrs. M. Vlneberp.
Mrs. Frank A. Messenger. 8. C. Wechmar.
Jose de Alemarry % Mila. IEdward N. Wolf.
Mr Montgomery- lUucien M. Zell.
Ralph Nichols. I

'

NO TIDINGS OF ST. LOUIS.

Friends of Her Passengers at

American Line Office.
There were many iinquiries yesterday at the

office of the American Line by friends of pas-
sengers on the steamer St, Louis, which was
due here Monday, and which had not been
reported yesterday cither at Xantucket or Fire
Island. To all Inquirers the officials explained

that no uneasiness should be felt, as undoubted-
ly the Atlantic v.as anything but a "summer
sea." They explained tbat evtii ifanything had
happened to the machinery she was equipped
with twin screws and two sets of engines, and
could proceed under reduced speed with one
.^et of engines, if necessary.

The American steamer St. I^ouis is nearly four

Caysj overdue, and anxiety is expressed in s-hip--
rr-i^s as to her safety.

The Arts and Crafts Exhibition in the New

Gallery contains evidence of an Increased range

In activities most useful to society. Enamels

ard jewelry, which -were not represented at the

earliest shows, are sjaw among the best features,

and (he work of the goldsmiths and silver-
smiths is also varied and original in design.

The North Gallery is filled with wall decora-

tions and furniture, arranged in recesses and

grouped for the sake of showing the combined

effects of the work of designers and craftsmen.
Th* furniture lacks the lightness of decorative

effect and is designed with undue solidity. The

walls of the West Gallery are covered with

Mhite canvas, against which black and white

<Wigns and examples of artistic needlework are

cteaxly outlined. There are cartoons for stained

glass drawings for wall papers, embroidered

Filk panels and tapestry designs. The glass ex-

hibit is conspicuous for its beauty and delicacy

of desisn. rather than for color. The met^l

work Is novel but clumsy, the lace is com-

r^plaoe and the Jewelry exceptionally inter-

esting, owing to the introduction of new styles

and forms and exquisite effects of color. Books

vitharttetlc bindings are the chief attraction in

th- South Gallery, while the central corridor

contain a richly decorated gilt ca-ssone large

enough to hold the marriage trousseau of the

Queer, of Sheba It was lll*—' and executed

t,v Mi£ Maurice Hewlett, the panels in the sides

being painted by Miss Holman Hunt. There are

over six hundred exhibits, and no branch of ar-

tistic handiwork Is neglected. *• NyNv
•

MBS. D. H. KIDDEH ROBBED.

Only Five Votes Against the Coal
Bill

—
Senate Amendment Adopted.

(By Th» ISWWhlllli Press.)

Washington. Jan. 14.—The attendance in the
House galleries to-day was an evidence of the
general interest in the proceedings which Milto

take place on the bill providing for suspending the
duties on foreign coal for a year. The attendance
of members was unusually large, and the leaders

on both sides were in their places. After the
transaction of some preliminary business. Mr.
Orosvenor. of Ohio, from the Committee on Rules,

presented a resolution supplemental to that adopted
yesterday, directing- the Committee on Merchant
Marine and Fisheries to investigate the coal situa-
tion. The resolution authorized sub-committees of
the committee to take testimony. It was adopted.

Mr. Dalzell, of Pennsylvania, from the Commit-
tee on Rules, then presented th. special rule for
consideration of the coal rebate bill. It provided

for Immediate consideration Of the bill. with one
hour's debate, at the end of which time the pre-

vious question should be considered as ordered

without Intervening motion. Twenty minutes on a
side were allowed on the rule. Mr. Dalzell. after
reviewing the history of the present duty on coal,

said the pending Dill needed no defence. It was
designed to relieve, the existing distress. Neverthe-
leas, he said, he did not believe It would accom-
plish its purpose. He did not believe it would In-

crease the importation of coal by \u25a0 single pound.

"Ido not believe." said he, "that anything now
can stop the greed and avarice of the cormorants

who are taking advantage of the already oppressed

people, but it will satisfy public sentiment and show

the disposition of Congress to do everything In its

power to relieve the situation."
Mr Mondell, of Wyoming, said the bill would

injuriously affect the coal industry of his State

and of the Northwest generally by permitting com-

petition, and in view of the belief of Mr. Dalzell

that the bill would give no relief, he asked if the

committee would not consider the question of re-

ducing the period of Its operations to Mx months.

Mr Dalzell said the proposition' had been con-

sidered but because of the impossibility of fore-

casting the future of the. coal trade it had not

been adopted.
Mr Richardson, of Tennessee, called attention

to the fact that the rule prevented all possibility

of amendment, and protested against such a course

In such a crisis. . . • • - -
Mr. dull SB. of Missouri, declared that this

was "late day repentance" on th» other side. If

the President and the Department of Justice, h«

said, had done their duty months ago when they

were "gallivating around denouncing trusts the sit-

uation would be different now."
Mr. Goldfogle. of New-York, spoke on the same

line.
In reply to a question by Mr. McCall. of Massa-

chusetts. Mr. Payne said that in his opinion the

rebate on coal would apply to coal In bond.
Proceeding, Mr. Richardson said that when th«

stress of emergency came there was perforce a re-

course to Democratic doctrine.
Mr. Williams, of Mississippi, contended that the

removal of the duties must result In reducing the
price of coal.

-
/»

la closing the debate on the rule. Mr.Dalzell de-

Continued on ..wornl !»**«-•

IN THE HOUSE.

The resolution was referred to the Committee

on Rule?, which consists of the Speaker. Messrs.

Grosvenor and Dalzell. Republicans, and Rich-
ardson and Underwood. Democrats.

Resolution Looking to Government

Control Offered in the Home.
Washington. Jan. 14.— Mr. Jenkins, the chair-

man of the Judiciary Committee of the House,

introduced the following resolution to-day:

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary-
be and is hereby directed to investigate and re-
port to this House w ith all convenient speed the
opinion of that committee as to the power of
Congi>fs to declare that a necessity has arisen
for taking possessioa of all coal, coal beds, and
coal mines in tbe United States, and all lines
of transportation, agencies, instruments and
vehicles of commerce necessary ** tkc trans-
portation of coul: and that. Ifin the opinion

Of that committee the power exists, and .ineces-
sity for the exercise of such power has arisen,

that committee forthwith report to this House
a bill declaring the necessity. providing
fully and in detail the occasions, modes, condi-
tions and agencies for said appnpriation. that
will fully and completely exhaust the power of
Congress in thai regard.

SEIZURE OF COAL MINES.

CZAR CONGRATULATES M. DE WITTE.

St. Petersburg. Jan. 14.— The Czar has addressed
a rescript to Minister de Witte expressing his
gratitude for M. de Wltte's decade of successful
work as Minister of Finance. The Czar says his

confidence In M. de Wltte's devotion to the throne

and the empire has greatly lightened his own labor

for the country's welfare. He compliments the

minister highlyupon hi» successful handling of the

national finances and upon his Instruction of the.

Czarewitch In the principles of political economy.

In conclusion his majesty* ays: "Ihope that the
throne and country may lorn; retain your valuable
services at th« head of the Finance M{nlstry. V^tre-
main ever your prateful w.1! wisher, NICHOLAS.

Washington, Jan. 14.—1t is learned nt the
State Department that Ambassador Tower has

received from the German Foreign Office an un-
equivocal denial of the statement which found

some currency a few days ago to the effect that

the.* German Government was endeavoring to

secure control of the Panama Canal franchise.

The Ambassador's advice did not credit the

German Government with any feeling for or
against the canal enterprise, but it is gathered

that the state of the public mind in Berlin, cer-

tainly In commercial circles. Is favorable to

American construction because of the benefits
expected to accrue to German shipping engaged

in trade on the Pacific and on the west coast

of South America.

Not Seeking Con trol
—

America n

Construction Favored.
(ilyThe Associated Press. )

Berlin. Jan. 14.— The German Government has

seat a note to the United States relative to the

i>-#Tt that Germany is seeking to acquire Co-

lombia's interests in the Panama Canal Com-

pany, affirming that the report is utterly base-

less, and. itis understood, expressing the opinion

that Germany's commerce would be benefited
by the construction of the canal by the United

States.

GERMANY AND CANAL.

President May Soon, Announce Fail-
ure of Negotiations.

[BYTELEGRAPH TO THK TRIRUNR. ]

Washington, Jan. 14.— T0 the Colombian pro-
posal to' refer to The Hague the question of the

amount of rental to be paid by the United
States for the Panama Canal, which was ex-
clusively announced in yesterday's Tribune, was

also added the willingness to refer this matter

to any arbitration commission of International
standing. The unwillingness of this country

to agree to any proposition which might afford
a loophole for future controversy, and the grow-

ing impatience at the protraction of the negoti-

ations, tend to encourage the belief that the

President will presently be forced to announce
to Congress the failure of negotiations.

The State Department, in explaining the im-

possibility of granting Colombia's demand for

an annuity of $660^000, points out that this

sum, if capitalized, represents the interest on

nearly $22,000,000. If to this is added the

;i4<MMH>,O<M> to be p-.id the Panama Canal Com-

pany and the nO.eOO.OGO bonus to go to Colom-

bia the amount is about $70,000,000. but as the

Canal Commission has declared that the Pana-

ma works were not worth $80,000,009. inclin-

ing the franchise, the State Department regards

this as coming too close to the commission's
figure and likely to be rejected by Congress.

Another serious blow to the prospects of the

canal comes in the announcement that Seftdr
Concha, the Colombian minister, who strenu-

ously opposed the various concessions finally

written into the proposed treaty, has reached

Bogota and is In consultation with President
Marroqufn and the Colombian Cabinet. The op-

position of this official is regarded as likely to

militate against the aceptance of the terms of

the United States, which were cabled to Bogota

on January 3 and reached the Colombian capi-

tal almost at the same time that Minister Concha

arrived there. That there has been no answer

since that time is interpreted to mean that the

conferences are still continuing:, but it may be

confidently predicted that the Colombian answer

will reach here witbin a couple of days. The

offer of the United States, as was announced at

that time, consisted of 110,000,000 in cash and

an annuity of $100,000 to begin ten years after

the ratification of the treaty. At the same time

Secretary Hay informed Minister Hart of the

exact situation in regard to the negotiations.

Ap indicating the position of the American

representatives, itis interesting to note that the

first offer of an annuity was less than $50,000.

Later this figure was proposed, and subse-

quently it was increased to $100.<>0<>. It is this

offer that is now before the Colombian Govern-
ment, and the reply to which is expected in a
great measure, if not wholly,to decide the fate or

the Panama Canai. The story has been revived
to-day that the influence of the European lega-

tions "at Bogota has been constantly hostile
to the treaty and has exerted a certain amount
of pressure indirectly. Be that as it may, the
fact is becoming painfully evident that the

future of the canal, so far as the Panama route
Is concerned 1 is almost hopeless.

LITTLE HOPE REMAINS.

PANAMA CANAL'S FATE.

Five Hundred Cars in Elizabeth'
port X. J. C. Yards Alone.

The statement in yesterdays Tribune that
thousands of tons of anthracite coal were await-
ingdelivery to retail dealers at the docks of th»
New-Jersey Central Railroad at Elizabethport,

N. J.. was verified In detail yerterdaj by a
Tribune reporter, who took a photograph of th«
yards practically blockaded by loaded cars. Ha
counted nearly four hundred cars in the yard*.

and found more than one hundred additional
ones on main tracks leading Into the yards

waiting to be taken in by drill engines. t?oma

of these cars were old fashioned, with a ca-
pacity of only forty thousand pounds each, whll«
a few others had a capacity of sixty thousand,

and by far the larger numrer. Including all th«

new steel cars, had a stated capacity of eighty

thousand pounds each. Averaging the rive nun-

drcd at sixty thousand pounds would make th«
total coal in Elizabethport at the hour of tha
reporter's visit fifteen thousand tons.

At Port Johnson, the coalyards on the east
shore of Newark Bay, in Bayonne. there weraj

by actual count fifty-five cars loaded with hard
coal, which, counted in the same way. probably,

contained l,t>oO tons mor?. and on the Lehlarhi
Valley tracks at Greenville sixty more wer%>

seen, adding I.SOO tons. There were about on«(

hundred cars more at Port Liberty, near Corn-*
munipaw, and on the tracks adjacent, whlchj

added approximately three thousand tons, male-*
ing 21.450 tons on and along the line of th*
New-Jersey Central Railroad from Elizabeth-*
port to Jersey City, inclusive. The reporter waal
told that at Port Reading and at Perth Amhoy»

and South Amboy there were also many car*
laden with anthracite awaiting transfer to New.*

York. The reporter coull sea only two -vessel*
taking on coal, and was told that there were nai
others.

Two explanations of this inactivity were of-
fered in Elizabethport. One was that the retait
dealers here and in Brooklyn were taking coat
for delivery by the railroad in such quantities!

only as they could readily sell at from 512 to*
SIT* a ton. Itwas said that these dealers did noft

want coal for retail at lower prices. The asser-
tion of the retailers »that they could not gets

barges for transferring the coal except at ex-
orbitant rates and in insufficient numbers waaß
untrue, it was declared.

The second explanation of the accumulation
of coal was that the independent operators were

playing a game to stifle competition. As stated

in Th- Tribune's report yesterday, they have a

contract compelling the coal roads to carry all

the coal the independents offer. The indepen-

dents are at liberty to sell their coal to dealers -it
any price they can obtain, while the coal roaida
sell the product of their mines on board at their
various ports at a uniform rate of IB a ton for

all domestic 'sizes. It is said that the coal Ml
up at Elizabethport is independent -coal, and>

that so long as it Is k-pt there the New-Jersey-

Central road cannot use the cars to bring th«*

product of Its own mines to the seaboard to de-,

liver to retail dealers at .<". \u25a0 ton.

It is said that the independent coal la held at;

ffland $10, and that •\u25a0<•" coal is practically shut^,

off in this way. An old coal dealer to whom

this story was told said it looked very plausible,

but that, as the coal roads charge demurrage

for the detention of their cars, the profits of the
high priced coal were, after all. Indirectly divid-,

ed with the carrying roads by the Independents.,

operators.

Retail coal merchants in Elizabethport are de-

livering coal without limit at >''-'' to
•

75 a,

ton in the bin. about the same as before the

strike.
The Long Island Railroad has. it is reported.,

provided coal for all its employes in every Par*;

of the island at >•"«•"-«> * ton delivered. Allhav«^
received a liberal allowance for tbe winter at,

that price.'
George F. Baer said before he returned to Phil-

adelphia yesterday that the railway companies

could not compel the individual coal operators

to sell at the companies' prices. Moral suasiort
had been tried in vain, he said, and the com-

panies could not force down the price In New-

York by reducing the amount of Independent

operators' coal carried to the city. He addedl

Ifwe could reduce the shipments of individual
coal and did, we could not very well lnrre^s»
the shipments of railroad coal without depriv-
ing other points of it. It is a question if the
individual operators would ship to those other
points, the facilities for disposal of large cargo**

being much greater at New-York. They might
very well refuse to ship at all unless permitted
to ship here. The distress -at points wher»
neither the companies' coal nor that of the In-

dividuals would be shipped can be Imagined.
We have to ship to these line stations, and that
Is the reason we cannot Increase our shipments
to New-York.

"IfIhad the capital, coal would goon sell in

New-York at $7 .~>O a ton or less." said another
-man. "The New-York Dock Company has miles
of railroad tracks along the waterfront «l Brook-
lyn, and .there are many piers in New -York

where cars can be run from floats to accessible
places on shore^ Instead of transferring coal to>
barges. Ishould transfer the cars on floats di-

rectly to these points, unload them there and
retail the coal on the spot."'

"Go to the Erie Basin, the Harlem River and 3
the inlets at Jersey City and Hoboken and look*

at the hundreds of canalboats and barges tiedv
up for the winter, while their idle crews are»
spending their earnings of last summer," saidu
the reporter's informant. "Do you suppose these*

men would not fall over each other to accept at

chance to earn summer rates in the harbor
about New-York? Some people may swallow
that yarn, but Idon't. It's^Vorse than fishy.

It's like one man entertaining another with an
interesting story while an accomplice is rifling

the victim's pockets."

"W. G. Busier, general manager of the New-
Jersey Central Railroad, said yesterday that one>

cause of the accumulation of loaded cars at th«
shipping ports was the storm of Sunday, which
soaked the coal thoroughly. Then the freezing

cold converted every carload of coal Into a hard;

mass.
'It Is impossible to unload the coal from th«

cars without thawing it out." Mr Res!*>- said.

"We have had to resort to an unusual method to

get the coal out of the cars. Locomotives are

run up to the cars, and are used to inject steam

into the coal to thaw It out. Perforated iron

pipes are driven down Into the frozen mass of
coal in a car, and then connected with the loco-
motive boiler, so that steam can be injected.

It has been found to be impossible to break up

the coal In the cars except by the thawing

method. Most of the cars* are dumped from th»
bottom, but when the coal la in a frozen mass It

stays in th* car after the dumper is opened!

The impossibility of unloading coal quickly at
the shipping ports has caused an accumulation

of loaded cars at the ports, and several trains
of cars have been stalled on switches because)

there Is no room for them in the yards. We are

going to use all our energies to hasten the un-
loading of the cars and clear the blockade. We

TWO HO.ITS LOJDtXG.

TONS STALLED. 21.450.

Wife of American Consul at Algiers At-

tacked by Footpads.

London. Jan. 14.-A dispatch to a news agency

from Al£s<r* say* the wife of Daniel S. ™ /'
the American Mlthere, was assaulted by

footpads in the street last night. She was

knocked down and robl*d of her purse and

Jewels. The police are searching for Mrs. Kid-

df-r'-- assailants.

a DAILYNECESSITY.
The Pennsylvania Special offers rapid service from
VeW York to \u25a0 Chicago.- every day .in \u25a0 the year.
htenographer.. ladles' maid and stock reports-ex-
tra, appointment*.— Advu

' - USHER'S SCOTCH
first created the popularity of Scotch Whisky, I«J
is the standard of, excellence :o-daj.— . _—^Jf

WANT DUTY ABOLISHED.
St. Paul, Minn.. Jan. U.—The Senate concurrent

resolution calling for the abolishment of the pres-

ent tarin' duty on coal, and requesting the Minne-

sota Congress delegation to work for such abolish-
ment, was adopted by the House to-day.

THE DETROIT AND CHICAGO LIMITED

loaves Grand Central Station 4:00 P. M.. an*
imr Chicago 3:00 next day.. 24-hour train via New
"Xork Central and Michigan Central.—

\u25a0 . . » ,-.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•

WHERE RELIEF WILL COME.
St. Tiiul. Minn.. Jan. 14—James J. Hill,president

of the Great Northern Railway Company, when

.isk.'l fur nn opinion at to the prospect of relief

from a fuel famine by the importation of Canadian

coal If the proposed bill passed Congress, said:

"With 'lutles '>n Canadian coal abolished a large

amount «»f Novn Beotta and Cape Breton coal will

reach New-Knßlann. and w»l relieve the pressure

on Pennsylvania and West Virglnlnmine*."

Still other action on the coal question was

taken by the House to-day. The Committee on

Merchant Marine and Fisheries, which has been

authorized to investigate coal transportation,

held a meeting this morning and decided that
in order to conduct the investigation properly it

would be necessary to divide the committee Into

sections and send sub-, ommittees to different

localities to obtain evidence. This decision was

reported to the House later in the day by

Chairman Grosvenor, and a resolution granting

the authority asked was agreed to. In the de-

bate on the (Jrosvenor resolution it was shown

that the committee expects to be able to report

on coal transportation before the end of the

session.

The resolution does not seem to be taken seri-
ously by other members of that committee or

by Republican leaders in the House. They de-

clare that it will never again be heard of after

it goes to the Rules Committee. The Demo-

crats, on the other hand, are jubilant over the

resolution. It will undoubtedly be taken by the

minority as the text for" demagogic speeches on

the subject of government ownership of in-

dustries.

In discussing the resolution Representative.

Jenkins declared to The Tribune correspondent

that he had recently investigated the right and

power of Congress to act on the lines suggested

in his proposition, and had become thoroughly

convinced that Congress had the right to take

the coal mines and operate them to avert a

great public calamity, such as the present coal

famine. The tariff legislation and the various

resolutions of inquiry, he believed, would

amount to nothing so far as giving the people

coal. Mr. Jenkins declared that he should en-
deavor to get speedy action from the Committee
on Rules on the resolution.

Passage of the Coal Bill—.Jenkins
Resolution a Surprise.
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Washington. Jan. 14.— Anthracite was placed

permanently on the free list to-day by Congress.

subject to the Presidents approval, and pro-

vision was made for refunding the duly on all

other coal for one year. Representative Jenkins,

of Wisconsin, chairman of the House Committee
on the Judiciary, introduced a resolution looking

to the seizure and operation of the coal mines

of the country by the government. This resolu-

tion is regarded as a rehabilitation of the Hill
coal plank in the New-York State Democratic
platform, and has caused surprise and an end-
less amount of talk among both Republican and
Democratic members of the House to-day.

The legislative record of Congress on coal to-

day is regarded as most satisfactory. The bill,

as it passed the House, provided only for tbe re-
funding of duties collected on coal for one year,

as outlined in The Tribune this morning. It

received only five negative votes in the House,

although the- Democrats took occasion to criti-

< ise the measure as an evasion on the part of

Republicans. When the hill reached the Senate

it was at once made the subject ofconsideration,

and the amendment making anthracite free of

duty was agreed to and the bill passed in short

order. It then went back to the House, and
after a short conference among the leaders the

Senate amendment was agreed to and the bill
sent to the printer for preparation to go to the

White House. The Jenkins resolution, which at

once became so conspicuous, was sent to the

Committee on Rules.

CONGRESS ACTS QUICKLY.
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ANOTHER GUARD FOR MANCHURIA.

St Petersburg. Jan. 14.-A flotilla of twenty-

two'steamers has been formed for the purpose of

protecting the shipping trade on the Amoor

River and its tributaries against Chinese p.-

Wte- and to watch the Manrhurlan bank of

that stream. The steamer,, would also assist

in the rapid concentration of troops In case of
-

\u25a0\u25a0<-\u25a0 •\u25a0;*-""~ .-•\u25a0'. , ."'"\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0war. ! \u25a0-*-

Twelve Dead m Powder MillEx-

plosion Near Nancdmo.
Nanaimo. B. C. Jan. 14.— A terrific explosion

occurred at the Hamilton Powder Company's

works, Departure Bay. this morning. George

Pimorfetta, James Fulforte and ten Chinamen

were killed. Only one body, that of a China-

man, was recovered. The others were absolutely

blown to fragments. The guneotton storage

house exploded first, the concussion exploding

the geligmite in the drying house four hundred
feet away, where the great loss of life is sup-

posed to have occurred. The ground was ex-

cavated to n depth of six feet where the build-

ings stood The buildings were blown into

kindling wood, and scattered with fra.gmer.ta of

human flesh over several acres.

The tramway was torn up. and a length or

suel rails twined spirally around a tree, like

a \u25a0hU.lafl James Preston, a nitro-glycerine

irsikor had a miraculous escape, and owed his

Hf* to his coolness. He was running his ma-

chinery -»<**> feet from thP wr|>hMrt<l
"'

when Jt

occurred, and was thrown down. The window

and a part of the wall were blown in, but he

kept his machinery running in spite of the con-

cussion, which almost stopped it. and never left

h!"= post, thus preventing a third explosion.

Th'- works are three miles from Nanaimo. and

broken windows here testify to the tremendous

force of the explosion. The management states

that it is utterly impossible to assign any

cause. No witnesses survived.

BLOWN TO FRAGMENTS.

FOH THE PUBLIC GOOD.
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PAYMENT AND LOAN.

Thirty Million Pounds Asked
—

Sloic
rorl:rorl: at Berlin.

{Special to Thf New-York -rribune i\u25a0; French ruble.) \u25a0

rOopvriJ!t»t; IMS: '.-. The TrilHin*- Association.)

London. Jan. 15.
—

Official confirmation has not

>•• been received of • \u25a0••\u25a0.-- arrangement
whereby the Transvaal war contribution is fixed

at £»«U**»,««Hi, and whereby the imperial gov-

ernment pruarant-*cs a loan of another £30,000.-
»««• to be expended on reproductive public works
in the nilMMlland Orange River Colony.

Keuter's statement is. however, accepted as ac-
curate. The general impression in the City is

that the Rand magnates pot off lightly,but if

Mr. Chamberlain has sated himself that £30.-
i*,hh llm*•1 Im *•ifairly represents what the mining com-
munitycan pay. the mass of publicopinion here
is not likely t<T quarrel with the estimate, al-
;hough M amounts to only a fraction of the total

cost of the war. It would have been very short-
sighted economy to have put an impost upon
thr- R.ind which would have checked the free
development of the enormous mineral resources
of tlie Transvaal. The additional £{0.000,000

should gro far toward repairing the devastations

of the campaign and toward providing, the
necersary transit facilities far the free expan-
sion of the two «*2lonies. "The Evening Stand-
ard" says that Mr. Chamberlain has made the
whole empire his debtor by the statesmanlike

manner in which he has conducted these del-

icate \u25a0••.•<:•\u25a0 so speedy and satisfactory

a conclusion.

THE WATERFRONT YARDS OF THE NEW-JERSEY CENTRAL. RAILROAD, ELIZABETHPORT. N. J.

Where nearly twenty thousand tons of anthracite corl awaited unloading yesterday.
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