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MILLIONS SWINDLED FROM CITY

FOUR ALLEGED MEMBERS OF DARING BAND OF
CONSPIRATORS CAUGHT.

A Jerome Detective Hired to Impersonate a Jeweller and Swear Off

Part of Personal

Assessment.

Tax swindles, whereby the city has been
defrauded of large sums of money, perhaps
mounting up into millions, by an organized
gang of conspirators, were disclosed vesterday.
Four men, one of whom District Attorney
Jerome says is the ruling spirit of the con-
spirators, were arrested suddenly, and, taken
directly from their operations, were haled be-
fore Justice Olmsted, sitting in Special Ses-
sions, where they were charged with “attempted
subornation of perjury.”

The whole case moved with thunderbolt sud-
denness and speed. At midnight on Monday
the District Attorney gained his first informa-
tion; yesterday afternoon the alleged principals
had been arrested, arraigned and committed for
examiration at 4 p. m. to-day. There are un-
doubtedly others in the organization, Mr.
Jerome says, but he was inclined to doubt that
the prisoners had confederates connected with
the Department of Taxes. He said that un-
doubtedly the operations went back of this
vear. He was not prepared to say how much
money was involved, although he gave one in-
ctance In which an assessment of $250,000 was
entirely wiped out or greatly reduced.
COMMISSIONERS DID NOT KNOW OF IT.

President Wells of the Department of Taxes
and Assessment and his fellow commissioners
were asked if they knew anything about the
arrests. They said that they knew nothing about
them, and that they had not instigated them.

The men, when arraigned before Justice Olm-
<ted. declared individually and through counsel
their innocence, protesting that they had been
arraigned illegaliy, and asking for an immediate
hearing. They said they were:

PHILIP BAER, thirty-four vears old, librarian
in the City Clerk’'s office, of No. 64 West
One-hundred-and-twenty-seventh-st.

WALTER P. SAWYER, thirty years old, a
bookkeeper, of No. 162 West Sixty-sixth-st.

MOSES P. and NATHAN SPRINGER, brothers,
of No. 95 West One-hundred-and-nine-
teenth-st.

The proceedings before Justice Olmsted moved
rapidly. An affidavit by County Detective Secor
was read, charging that the four prisoners “act-
ing in concert did feloniously, wilfully and cor-
ruptly attempt to persuade and induce me tec
commit the crime of perjury, cnd in so doing
did violate Section 105 of the Penal Code. That
all of said persons, each aiding and associating
with the others in said crime, did wilfully, cor-
ruptly and feloniously attempt, persuade and
induce me to personate one Monroe B. Bryant in
vinlation of the statutes in such cases made and
provided.” Continuing, it told how the detec-
tive went before the tax commissioners and
reduced “his” personal taxes from $80,000 to
£10,000.

W. R. Spooner,*counsel for Baer, and George
Simpson, who appeared for the Springers, pro-
tested against the proceedings, and asked for
an immediate hearing. Justice Olmsted, after
somewhat sharp argument, fixed the hearing for
4 p. m. to-day. The men were then committed.
When searched great rolls of biils were found in
possession of the Springer brothers.

District Attorney Jerome asked that bail be
fixed at $2.000 for Baer, $4,000 each for the
Springer brothers, and $1,000 for Sawyer. This
was ceone.

Max Griffenhagen. of No. 249 Tenth-ave, a
manufacturer of bottles, furnished bail for
Baer, but the other three prisoners were locked
up in the Tombs for the night.

THEY APPROACHED RICH MEN.
The plan of operations was simple. A
wealthy man would be approached with a pro-
posal to reduce his taxes, the consideration
usually being half of the amount saved. There
wag nothing criminal, District Attorney Jerome
sald, in a man's taking advantage of this
offer: it was as legitimate as for him to hire a
lawyer to effect a reduction of the taxes. Where
the prisoners violated the law was in falsely
reprezenting themselves or causing other persons
o represent themselves, as the persons taxed.
Appended is the form of affidavit which must
accompany all schedules of personal property,

. e
the firet clause of which the prisoners are
charged with violating:

I >vmarhthal I am —_— the per
®on 1o whom the within notice is addressed- e
the above is a true statement of ~’—f:>‘rfr":’:};};.;!l

¢«state on the second Monday of January, 19 hz
-‘ = j{hﬂn had no personal property not (}13‘4'~d(§
PY Sald statement, except bank stock or stock of
corporations:; that there §s not included in the
.m‘n—'z’.m stated as “owea™ any debt contracted for
‘:1' ‘Hurrfd in the purchase of non-taxa ble property
wed by — or held for benefit, nor for
:rn_f-nr;a'*\num of any lability as surety or inaors'-r.
Suh;‘r,:r:"\.h:l purpose of evading txaation. '
—, 1963.

and sworn to before me this

day

Commissioner of Taxes of (Y;-('lty of .\'e—-'r\;fx.
AN ACTOR EXPOSED THE PLOT.

W.illlam Harccurt, a well known actor, a mem-
ber of the Lambs and Players, who lives at No.
2 West .\'ine:,\'—ﬂgmh-sh, is said by District At-
torney Jercme tc be the man from whom came
his first information regarding the case in which
the prisopers were arrested. Mr. Harcourt, he

DOOLING AGAIN A PUBLIC SERVANT.

He Has a Walkover in the Strongly Demo-
cratic XVIth.

Peter J. Dooiing, the Tammany leader of the
XIilth Assembly District, was yesterday elected
Senater in the XVIith District, to succeed the late
Patrick F. Trainor, who was elected last fall and
died soon afterward. The vote by districts was as
fellows:

Assembly Belknap
District. Rep
IXth 475
Xith ... 885
XIih 4an
Totals e A e S e 1,508
Docling’s plurality, 4,601,
Vote last November—Belknap (Rep.), 5547, Trainor
tHem.), 13.842.
Trainor's plurzlity, §,.285.
The vote all over the district was light yesterday,

the Republicans being conscious of the fact that
Dooling had a walkover
Eighteen men were arraigned in the West Side

Court in election cases. All were discharged, as
they proved to Magistrate Breen's satisfaction that
they were legally registered. (ine man was told
be wmas supposed to be dead when he presented
himself 10 vote. A McCuliagh deputy stated that
he had been told by a -woman -whe lived in the
house that the voter in guestion “was a dead one.”

Nine saloonkeepers, or assistants, were arrested,

charged with having their places open within a !
All were |

a‘ulrlor of a mile of a polling place
scharged, with warning=. -

The Senator-clect, Mr. Dooling, has been an of-
ficeholder in various capacities for many Years.
e was the deputy commissioner of water supply
under William ftonn. For th- last year Mr. Dool-
irg has been shut out from the public crib. At the
Tecumseh Club Jast night he received the
zratulations of his friends

Devery was much pleased at the vote in his dis-
triet fo- Dooling.

S S L

SHORT TIME: SHORT LINE TO THICAGO
The Pennsylvania Speclal leaves New York dally
at 1355 P. M.; arrives at Chicago §:55 A. M.—Advt.
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declared, was approached by Nathan Springer,

who said he wanted a man about fifty vears old,
; having a gray beard, who would represent him-
self to be Monroe B. Bryant. The actor was
asked if he could provide such a person. The
District Attorney says that yesterday morning
the information was given to his office.

Acting on this information, Mr. Jerome called
in County Detective Secor, who resembles the
man wanted. With Harcourt, and followed by
11\\'0 other county detectives, for corrobora-
! tive evidence, Secor went to the City Hall about
noon yesterday. ‘There he met Baer, Mr. Jerome
said, who, after a short consultation and scru-
tiny, decided that he “would do.” Nathan
Springer also appeared at the City Hall, and
after examining Seco: gave him a memorandum
of “his” assets, coaching him carefully in the
part he was to glav, ané cautioning him espe-
cially to remember that “he was Bryant.” A
former “impersonator,” he is alleged to have
said, had forgotten the name of the man he was
impersonating, and had signed his own name to
affidavit, causing much inconvenience and
not a little danger.

Together Baer and Secor went from the City
Hall to the offices of the Tax Commissioners,
meeting there a third man, who, Mr. Jerome
says, has not yet been arrested. His connec-
tion with the case was not explained. After a
conversation with this man Secor represented
himself to be Monroe B. Bryant, and had the tax
assessment reduced. They then left the build-
ing, meeting, it is alleged, Harcourt and
Sawyer, a new man to the county detective.
Harcourt and th: detective obtained $10 each
from Springer, Mr. Jerome said. Then, going
to Sawyer’s office, Secor obtained, it is asserted,
an additional £5 by saying that the others had
not paid him. Leaving there, he hurried with
his information to the District Attorney.

Detective Sergeant McNaught and Detectives
Maher and Becker went after the alleged con-
spirators. Moses Springer and Sawyer were
arrested immediately; Baer was soon found at
the City Hall, and Nathan Springer was ar-
rested in Baer’'s office, waiting for him. They
were taken to the District Attorney’s office,
where they were .loseted with him for two
hours before the arraignment.

“The city has been honeycombed,” Mr. Jerome
said, “with these people, who get taxes reduced.
In the spring vou can hardly go on the street
without being stopped by them.”

an

Sawyer is said to have confessed to the Dis-
trict Attorney and to have told all he Kknew.
Mr. Jerome would not make public anyvthing of
this confession, nor would he discuss in any
way the possibilities of any officials or emiployes
of the Tax Department being implicated in the
alleged swindling scheme. He said that the
scheme was far reaching in its ramifications
and that there undoubtedly would be further
arrests.

The Distirict Attorney said that Mr. Bryant
had been a2t his office and that he had a long
talk with the jeweller and had been assured
that Mr. Bryant was in no way guilty in the
case before him. He said Mr. Bryant's assess-
ments had been doubled each year starting at
£10.0060,

Mr. Jerome &aid that cases of this sort were
common. He told of a number of instances
that had been brought to his attention of
reduction of assessments, but said he had not
been able to do anythiing. One assessment of
£250.000 had been reduced almost to nothing, or
rely taken off, he did not remember which,
That the city is being mulcted to large
amount is certain,” he added. “To what ex-
tent I will not undertake to estimate. The mat-
ter now is going to be sifted to the bottom,
and I am certain there will be some surprising

a

a

revelations.”
Mr. Bryant was seen at his home last night
He s2id that Le had been instructed not to talk

about the case. He had been = ith th= Distriet
Attorney nezrly all the afterncon, and knew
little concerning the actual story of the arrest
of the men. He was told the names, and said
he recognized only one of them. When told

t was charged that a man had been hired
personate him ani that the reduction was

1o
Mr. Bryant seemed much

ohtained in that way
rprised.

s

+1 had no idea that such a

“Why,” h> said.
thing was to be dene I assure you that I
would 1ot agree to any such propesition as

that. and had no idea it had been done.”

Philip
the librarian of the city, and has charge of the
documents of the various city departments. e
direction of City Clerk Joseph
salary of £1,000 a

Paer has for a number of years been

is under the
Scully, and formerly had a

vear Under the last budget this sum was
slightly increased.
At the home of Mr. Baer it was said last

night that he was not at home; had not been at
home during the day; would not he at home
during the night, and that if he were at home
he would have nothing to say about the case.

SCHO(ﬁ. IN THE CITY PRISON.
' Commissioner Hynes Expects to Open One
; for Boys There Within a Week.

Thomas W. Hynes, Commissioner of Correc-
said vesterday that he expected within a
two to open a school for the boys
confined in the City Prison in

tion,
week
temporarily

or

Centre-st. 5
“The Board of Education is not in position to

lend us a teacher for this work,” said the
Commissioner yesterday to a Tribune reporter.
“At the same time President Burlingham of
the Board of Education recognizes the need of
! doing something for the boys at the prison. I
have written the Mayor, suggesting that au-
thority be given by the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment to use money from the depart-
ment's  appropriation for the hirlng of a
teacher. President Burlingham thinks we can
get a suitable teacher for from $900 to $1,000
There are about forty young men be-
tween the ages of sixteen and twenty-one
constantly at the City Prison. Some of them
appallingly ignorant. Many of these boys
are naturally bright, but they are absolutely
unlettered. There is room in the recesses of
the ity Prisen for classes to be held, and a
faithful teacher, by the exercise of a little in-
i genuity, can drive the rudiments of learning
into some of their minds during their temporary

detention. Results at the school for the boys
in the reformatory at Hart’'s Island amply
justify the experiment in the City Prison.”

a year.

are

—— e ——

THE LINE OF LEAST RESISTANCE
) 1 the Hudson River, through the Mo-
! ;al::r:k a\'z:lliy. al-.ng‘l;:ko Erie and Lake Michigan,
to Chicago. with braunches to Cincinnati and St
| Joufs. It is called the New York Central.—Advt.

TRIBUTE T0O  MKINLEY.

ROOSEVELT IN CANTON.

Well Known Men Speak at Dinner
in. Honor of Late President.

Canton, Ohic, Jan. 27.—President Roosevelt to-
night participated in a notable tribute to the
memory of President McKinley. He was the
principal speaker at a dinner given under the
auspices of the Canton Republican League in
commemoration of the birthday of McKinley.

The dinner was given in the Grand Opera
House, the seats being removed from the pit
and the house entlrely refloored for the occasion.
The interior of the building was decorated with
flags and flowers, the floral decorations being
particularly elaborate. Festoons of flags were
arranged about the balcony and gallery, and the
thirteen tables were massed with roses and car-
nations, mingled with smilax and ferns.

At the speakers’ table, besides President
Roosevelt, were Judge William R. Day, who was
toastmaster; Secretary Rogt, Secretary Cortel-
you, General S. B. M. Young, General Leonard
Wood, General Luke E. Wright, Vice-Governor
of the Philippines; Surgeon General Rixey, Cap-
tain W. S. Cowles, the President's naval aid;
Colonel Theodore A. Bingham, his military aid;

Mr. Brigham, Assistart Secretary of Agricult- |
James W. |

ure; Representative R. W. Tavler,

Grant, Colonel Myron T. Herrick. J. G. Schmid- |

lapp, H. H. Kohlsaat, Charles Emors Smith,
Judge Harter, Judge Smyser and Alfred C.
Tynon.

Governor Nash, who was expected to respond

VEXING DELAYS ARISE.

BLOCKADE PROTRACTED.

Allies Seeking Further Information
Jrom Mr. Bowen.

[BY TELEGPAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Washington, Jan. 27.—Vexatious but not
necessarily significant delays in the negotiations
between Minister Bowen and the representatives
of the allied powers have protracted the block-
ade beyond the time that, it was hoped last night,
would see the conclusion of that dangerous
phase of the Venezuelan affair. This morning
the diplomatic representatives of three allied
powers called upon Minister Bowen. It is un-
derstood that at this conference the proposition
was made that the claims of all the allied powers
should rank as preferred, and that in this way
they would precede the obligations of Venezuela
to other nations. This proposition, it is in-
timated, was rejected, and then another was
made requesting the pro rata payment of the
claims of various nations, which weuld insure
the liquidation of all claims at the same time.
This second suggestion, it is believed, received
a more favorable reply.

The fact that these questions were raised at
the last moment does not necessarily imply bad
faith an the part of the allies. On the con-
trary, it is taken to mean simply that before
conzenting to the propositibn made by Minister
Bowen on behalf of Venezuela the allies, follow-
ing the course usually pursued by cautious busli-

| ness men, desire to be perfectly satisfied that

to the toast “‘Ohio,” was unable to be present !

because of illness. His place
from John D. Long, ex-Secretary of the Navy,
who was detained at his home by illness, was

read by Judge Day.

CHEERS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Soon after the clcse of the reception at the
Hotel McKinley President Roosevelt and his
party walked in a driving rain from the hotel to
the Opera Hcuse, half a square distant. Despite
the inclemency of the weather the streets were
thronged with people.
taken to insur: the safety of the President, and
his pathway to the Opera House was lined with
Secret Service officers policemen and soidiers.

was taken by |
James J. Grand, of this city. A letter of regret '

Special precautions were |

As the President ontered the ball the aszemblage |

arose and cheered hin. heartily. As scon as the

President and party were seated the doors of the
balcony and gallery were opened, and in a few |

minutes both we e crowded.

Hundreds who de- |

sired to attend t.e dinner were unable to obtain |

tickets.

JUDGE DAY INTRODUCES PRESIDENT.
Judge Day, as toastmaster, in introdueing the
President said in part:
William Me
kind is the example of his life and character. He
believed implicitly in his couniry and its institu-

tions. He had supreme faith in ine people. He
recognized trat an enlightened public sentiment
was the ultimate appeal of the statesman in a

free country, and sought to guide it in the channel
he believed best and safest for its welfare. He
never sought to exalt himseif above the pcople he

served. He kept in touch with them. and. as far
as possible, delighted to take them 'nto his con-
fidence. In private life he met his fellow citizens

upon equal terms. He fulfilled 10 the ideal Cardinal
Newman's definition of a gentlema--he never in-
flicted pain. 1In his ecareer the youth of the coun-
try may learn that the surest foundation of endur-
ing success is upright character. g

It is a high tribute to th2. memory and fame of
Willlam McXinley that brings to his o!ld home to-
day to join i ihe observance of this occasion the
President of the United States.

the ground is absolutely sure, so that all future
complications may be avoided, and that the
settlement of the trouble by the raising of the
blockade may be a final settlement. The cur-
rent impression in well informed circles to-
night is that all the nations concerned are ready,
and will rejoice at the termination of the pres-
ent imbroglio.
ALLIES ACTING WITH CAUTION.

It is possible, of course, that the propositions
presented this morning, if they have been cor-
rectly outlined, may merely precede a series of
such questions calculated to delay the proceed-
ings. protract the blockade and continue the
humiliation of President Castro, for the number
of questions which might be asked has no limit,
and many might require time for obtaining a
satisfactory answer. This is a possible but not
a likely eventuality. On the contrary, the feel-
ing here is that the action of the representa-
tives of the allies discloses no sinister meotive,
but is simply an evidence of extreme caution.

Prophecies of the lifting of the blockade by

to-morrow night are still heard, but they lack

| the confidence which attended similar predic-

tions last night. The fact that there was a
conference this morning carries with it the sug-

| gestion of a further exchange of messages be-

Kinley’s most precious legacy to man- |

members of his |

Cabinet and othe-s from high places in the pubiic |

service, and from among those who served with | s
i { pesition,

him in war and peace This couniry has not

lacked high minded and able meén to =erve her in |

time of need: it did not lack such a one when our
great leader fell In his strong grasp of the helm,
the ship of state has kept true to her course. He
has steadily grewn in the love and eonfidence of
nis countrymin. I'nder his guidance the country
is still advancing in prosperity and security at
home and respect abroad. 1t is one of the felicities
of the occasion, and one for which we feel the high-
est appreciition, that the President, cordially ac-
cepting the invitation extended him, is able to he
with us this evening. There is no man better fitted
to portray the great character in whose honor we
assemble to-day.
THE FPRESIDENT'S SPEECH.

When the President arose to speak the audi-
ence broke into applause, which he had difficulty
in quietinrg. He spoke as follows:

Mr. Toastmaesier and Gentiemen: Throughout
our history, and, indeed, throughout history
generally, it has been given to only a very few
thrice-favored men to take so marked a lead
in the crises faced by their several generations
that thereafter each stands as the embodiment
of the iriumphant effort of his generation.
President McKinley was one of these men.

If during the jifetime of a -generation no
crisis occurs sufficient to call out in marked
manner the energies of the strongest leader, then
of course the world does not and can not know
of the existence of such a leader: and in conse-
quence there are long periods in the history of
every nation during which no man appears who
leaves an indelible mark in history. 1If, on the
other hand, the crisis is one so many sided as to
call for the development and exercise of many
distinct attributes, it may be that more than
one man will appear in order that the require-
ments shali be fully met. In the Revolution
and in the period of constructive statesman-
ship immediately following it, for dur good fort-
une it befell us that the highest military and
the highest civic attributes were embodied in
Washington, and so in him we have one of the
undying men of history--a great soldier; if
possible, an even greater statesman, and. above
all, a public servant whose lofty and disinter-
ested patriotisin rendered his power and ability
—alike on fought fields and in council chambers
—of the most far reaching service to the repub-
liec. In the Civil War the two functions were
divided, and Lincoln and Grant will stand for-
evermare with their names insecribed on the
honor roll of those who have deserved well of
mankind by saving to humanity a precious heri-
tage. In similar fashion Thomas Jefferson and
Andrew Jackson each stands as the foremost
representative of the great movement of his
generation, and their names symbolize to us
their times and the hopes and aspirations of
their times.

FIRST MAN OF HIS GENERATION.

It was given to President McKinley to take
the foremost place in our political life at a
time when our country was brought face to face
with problems more momentous than any whose
solution we have ever attempted, save only in
the Revolution and in the Civil War; and it
was under his leadership that the nation solved
these mighty problems aright. Therefore he
shall stand in the eyes of history not merely as
the first man of his generation, but as among
the greatest figures in our national life, com-
ing second only to the men of the two great
crises in which the Union was founded and pre-
served.

No man could carry through successfully such
a task as President McKinley undertook, un-
less trained by long years of effort for its per-
formance. Knowledge of his fellow citizens,
ability to understand them., keen sympathy
with even their innermost feelings, and yet
power to lead them. together with far-sighted
sagacity and resolute belief both in the people
and in their future—all these were needed in the
man who headed the march of our people dur-
ing the eventful vears from 1806 to 1901. These
were the qualities possesced hv McKinley and
developed by him throughout_his whole history
previous to assuming the Presidency. As a lad
he had the inestimable privilege of serving. first
in the ranks, and then as a commissioned offi-
cer, in the great war for national union. right-
eousness and grandeur; he was one of those
whom a kindly Providence permitted to take
part in a struggle which ennobled every man
who fought therein. He who when little more
than a boy had seen the grim steadfastness

Continued on second page.

At your home, if you wish, Pach makes photo-
graphs of children; invalids. 'Phone, 2,644, 15th.—
Advt.
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THE LATEST STOCK NEWS EN ROUTE.

It is placed on the Pennsylvania Special when
the markets close each dav. Stenographers on
train. Only 20 hours to Chicago.—Advt.

tween the home governments and their repre-
sentatives in this city. Such an exchange,
however great the expedition, will consume a
good deal of time, and, accordingly, Thursday
morning seems a more reasonable time to fix
for the lifting of the embargo. On the other
hand, if to-morrow night or Thursday morning
action, then it is generally

does not see this

conceded that there will be a further protrac- |

tion, caused by the presentation by the allies of
other matters on which they desire information.
Such questions, whether asked in good faith or
for the purpose of protracting the blockade,
wiill accomplish exactly ‘the same result.

The desire of the allies to obtain a preferential
which it is reported met with a re-
fusal, would involve France and several other
nations whichshave claims against Venezuela
in the affair, and for that reason, it is con-
jectured, met with rejection. The matter of the
pro rata payment, on the contrary, presents no
serious objections. In simple terms it is this:®
If the claims of two nations amounted to $100,«
0 and $200,000 respectively, then the payment

ond.
at the same time and neither the large nor the
small creditor would berdiscriminated against.
STILL, CONFIDENT OF SETTLEMENT.
While the fact that the blockade
raised to-day created some disappointment here,
there is not the slightest evidence that it car-

was not

ries with it any suggestion of a return to acute |
of |

corditions. It is regarded simply as one
the vexatious delays jneident to diplomatic ne-
gotiations, and it is pointed out that Minister
Bowen has made rapid progress
when contrasted with the usual time consumed
in such affairs.
day of the representiatives of all three nations
concerned tenas to combat the general impres-
sion that the source of the delay was entirely
On the other hand, such visit de-
of any conclusion as to

remarkably

Cerman. a

stroys all possibility

where the question asked originated, and it may !
whether the representatives them- !

he cdoubted
selves are wholly informed as to the source of
the delay. Elucidation of this question must
come from the other side of the Atlantic, Here
the general feeling is hopeful, and the expecta-
tion of a speedy setilement voiced last night
stili continues. Minister Bowen had a brief
conference with Secretary Hay this morning
after his conference with the representatives of
the allies, and not the slightest intimation of
any new or disturbing complications has ema-
nated from the State Department. The feeling
there, as elsewhere, 1s distinctly hopeful.

PRIORITY OF CLAIMS.

Only Three Powers to Share Cus-
foms Revenue.

(Special to The New-York Tribune by French Catle)
(Copvright: 1903: By The Tribune Association.)

London, Jan, It is announced that Mr.
Jowen has offered, on  behalf of President
C‘astro, 30 pecr cent of the customs revenue of
La Guayra, Puerto Cabello and Maracaibo in
satisfaction of the claims of the powers. This
offer has been accepted in principle by the three
powers concerned. The Berlin correspondent of
“The Morning Post’ believes that the financial
experts of the German Foreign Office have ar-
rived at the couclusion that this offer will only
prove to be adequate if the claims of non-block-
ading powerr be (xpressly excluded from its
operation. The assent to Mr. Bowen's proposal
dispatched from Berlin was, therefore, a condi-
tional deman? that the claims of the blockading
powers shall have a priority of satisfaction. It
is understood that this demand has been con-
ceded by Mr. Bowen, who has received pleni-
potentiary powers frem FPresident Castro in re-
gard to the administration of the portion of the
customs to be set apart. The German Foreign
Office, it is understeod, favors the plan of in-

trusting the task entirely to Mr. Bowen.
b . L

F.

REPORT OF FRICTION DENIED.

Allies’ Representatives Acting in Harmony
with Mr. Bowen.

Washington, Jan. 27.—The following statement
was made at the British Embassy to-day with

Continued on second page.

IT SAVES A DAY.
“The 20th Century Limited,” via New York Cen-
tral and ke Shore, leaves New York 2:6 . M.,
arrives Chicago 94 neal morning.—Advt,

Thus both obligations would be cancelled

| together

CARNAGE IN WESTFIELD WRECK

OVER 4 SCORE OF PERSONS KILLED IN REAR END
JERSEY CENTRAL COLLISION.

Local Train Stops On Main Track

Because of ‘@ Hot Boxr—FEngineer

Passes a Signal Properly Set.

One of the worst wrecks in the history of
railroeCing in New-Jersey occurred half a mile
from Westfield lasi evening when more than
a score of persons wWere killed and many others
were injured. An express train dashed into the
rear of a commuters’ train which had been held
up by a hot box and had been kept on the ex-
press track by the stalling of a freight train on
the outside track Three rear cars of the local
train and the locemotive of the express train
were demclished.

The Philadelphia express train involved in the
collision was known as the Royal Blue train.
As the locomotive ploughed its way into the
train ahead, it fell over on its side. W. E. Davis,
the engineer, and S. McCarthy, his fireman, stuck
to their posts and went down in the wreck.
They were in-the Muhlenberg Hospital in Plain-
field last night, and the engineer died at a late
hour,

Passengers in the express train escaped in-
jury. Some of th>m said last night that the
engineer set the hrakes hard about a minute be-
fore the shock of the collision came. He had
run past a block signal.

The fragmen:s of the
caught fire from the locomwviive, and several
persons who were pinned in the wreckage were
Several persons died after

three wrecked cars

.
burned to death.
being rescued. The number of the dead could

not be ascertained at a late hour last night.

Eighteen bodies had been recovered from the
wreck last night, and at a late hour the crews
of two wrecking trains were still searching in
the ruins of thne burned cars. Thirteen of the
bodies recovered had been burned beyond rec-
ognition. They were removed to Plainfield. Al-
twenty -four persons were Known to
have perished in the disaster.

Following ar: as complete lists of the dead

and injured as could be obtained early this

morning: ’
THE DEAD.

CHANDOR, Rowland R. of Mill-st.

DAVIS., W. E.. of Philadeliphia,
press train.

FLYNN, Edward, of West Front-st.

HAND. Harry G.. son of Justice of the Peace Hand. He
was a clerk in New-York City.

PATERSON, Harry, of Dunellen, a clerk.

REED, George E., of Scotch Plains. £

SAYER. (. G.. of Watchung-ave., agent for the n_m-d
States l".x't-ra;s Compan- Broadway and Liberty-st.,
New-York ity

WILLIAMS, Edgar. East Sixth st.. a New York lawyer,
tormerly secretary of United States Commission in

Porto Rico.
This list does not include a number of charred
bodies, which are on their way to Plainfield
from the scene of the wreck.
THE INJURED.

APGAR, Roy. Dunellen, seriously injured about head
BELSH¢ Mrs. Plainfield, both legs broken and body

bruised.

engineer of the ex-

struggling to be free, while the flames roared
around them. One of those who tried to take
out a man pinned in found that he was held
down by one leg near the ankle, and seeing it
would be useless to do anything else he is said
finally to have severed the man's leg and then
carried him to one of the parlor cars. Both
rescued and rescuer were burned, but the doctors
said the rescued man's life would be saved. The
names of the men concerned could not be learned
in the general excitement about the wreck.

When the engine ploughed into the rear car
it partly split the car copen and at the same
time lifted it up and on to itself. In this man-
ner those in that car, besides being crushed,
were scalded and burned by the engine. This
car was the first to take fire, and most of thase
in it died. Some of them are believed to be
beneath the overturned engine.

Those in the car ahead, which was lifted xpon
the rear car, suffered the greatest agony. For
ten minutes before the flames reached them
from the car below and behind them they were
enveloped in smoke and steam, and it was there
that the worst sights were witnessed. The
imprisoned ones begged for death to end their
agonies, begged those who were laboring to get
them free to crush in their heads with the axes
they were using to chop away the wreckage,,
and begged for water. Some raved, more prayed,,
some cursed and prayed alternately.

Some of the women from the Royal Blue lne
train went into hysterics, and more fainted at
the awful sights. Later they made their way
into Westfield and were cared for. Some of
them had to be sent io Plainflield and Elizabetly
for medical care, as there was no doctor avall-
able, all being at the wreck.

Train No. 13 of the New-Jersey Central Ralle
road is a commuters’ train. When it left Jersey
City at 5:45 p. m. it had eight cars well filled
with passengers. Half a mile west of Westileld,
N. J., it was stopped because of a hot box,

THE CONDUCTOR'S ORDERS. ;

Ordinarily the train takes the fourth track
at Cranford, leaving the express track clear
for the Philadelphia express train which leaves
Jersey City at 6 p. m. Last evening the con-
ductor of the local train received orders to con-
tinue on the express track as far as Dunellen,
and his train was on the express track when
it was stopped, half a mile from Westfleld.
A flagman was sent back with a red light, al-
though it was supposed that the block signal
woull keep back the express train.

The hot box had been cooled off, the flagman
had been called in and the train was beginning
to move again when the roar of the coming ex-
press train was heard. The flagman waved his
red light as he ran toward the end of his train.
There seemed to be no slacking of speed in the
express train, which was rushing along at the
rate of about fifty miles an hour.

The Philadelphia express had four vestibule
cars back of its express and baggage car and
was drawn by a powerful locomotive. John
Davis, the engineer, and his fireman, Smith,
must have seen the end of the local train some

BROKAW, E. M., West Second-st., Plainfleld, slightly
cut and bruised.

BRADFORD, Roy, Fark-ave., Plainfield, injured on face

and head.

BEROKAW, Miss Cora, West Second-st., Flainfield, only
slightly injured.

CHANDLER. George. Dunellen. spine injured,

CLARK, James F.. of Fhiladelphia, seriously and prob
ably fatally hurt.
CLARK, Edward, Ninth-st., Plainfield, both legs broken.

, CUMINSG, Thomas, of Putnam-ave.
on the first would be §1 for every $2 on the sec- |

Plainfield, face

CUTTER, Miss Lizzi-, Sanford-ave.
badly cut.

| CUMING, Mrs. D., Somerset-st, Plainfleld, injured in
head and body.

CANAVOE, Miss Fannie, Mauch Chunk-ave., Plainfield,

The visit to Minister Bowen to- |

body and face badly cut.

DUNN, William. Norwood-ave.. FPlainfield,
broken and face cut and bruised.
EVERETT, Miss Mildred, Somerset st.,

cut about the bodv.
FREDERICK. Wilson. of Dunellen, scalded about the
oAy

right leg

Plainfield, badly

EMAN. J. H.. is so badly injured about the head and

Iy that he cannot recover.

FORCE, Georgs, Front-st., Plainfield, cut about the head.
William, Dunellen, both legs broken.

Howard R.. Cralg Place, Plainfield, leg broken

p injured.

GEORGE, brother of Howard, enly slightly in-
Jured.

ISING, Percy M. Dunellen, leg broken.

KANNEN, Frederick, of Mauen Chunk-ave., Plainfleld,

leg crushed and body badly cut.
KELLER, Miss Lizzie, Plainfield,
LINE. N. M.. No. 248 East Front st.,

wound and injury to back

¥ Charles, Plainfield,
on  body,
MATTERWI'ND
REICHON,

scalp torn off.

Plainfield, scalp

many cuts and

Painfield, internal injuries.

Fverett, Plainfield, both legs cut off.

RYAN, Mary, Plainfield, injured about head.

SAMPSON, William Fifth-st.. Plainfleld,
crushed about the body.

VAN VENTOR, William, Plainfield, cut about body and
face.

Gueran,

cut and

Elias Giles, employed in a wholesale drygoods
i

house, in New-York, is missing.

Maxwell Honeyman, of Grove-st., jumped
through a winrdow of one of the cars and was
cut by the glass, but went home.

Survivors of the wreck said last night that
the scenes which followed the crash were fear-
ful.
cars were piled into one heap, containing dead
and injured. From the heap came awful
screams for aid. A minute later the situation
became more terrible, for the wreck caught fire
froin the locomotive. The screams of the in-
jured in the heap were intensified when the
flames added to their agony.

The passengers in the two forward cars of the
first train and all the men from the express and
every one in the neighborhood started work at
once in trying to get out the injured before the
flames could reach them. The rescuers worked
like heroes. At times while some of them were
in the wreckage trying to take out the injured
the flaines reached them, and their clothing took
fire, but they put it out and worked on in con-
stant danger of being killed themselves,

Some of the Injured were burned to death in
sight of the would-be rescuers, who stood by
them as long as possible.

The firemen from Westfield reached the scene
within a short time, and attacked the flames.
They cane too late, however, to save many lives,
Doctors were called for from Elizabeth, West-
field and Plainfield, and there were a score on
hand soon.

The parlor cars of the Royal Blue line train
were converted into temporary hospitals, and
the cushions and berths were turned into use
for the injured. The dead, as they were taken
out, were laid in a row alongside the track until
means could be found to convey them to the
morgue at Plainfield.

After the firemen got several streams on the
blazing pil2 and mastered the flames the
wreckage was attacked again and the work
of recovering the bodies begun. Out of the first
car eight bodirs were taken.

" The sight when the wreck was burning was
sickening. Men could be seen In the wreckage
pinned fast by the timbers of the cars and

USHER'S SCOTCH

The engine and the three worst wrecked |

hundreds of feet away, but it was too late to
stop.

Into the rear end of the local train the big
express locomotive dashed, apparently at full
speed. There was a terrific crash at the mo-
ment of impact. followed by a long, grinding
roar as the locomotive ploughed its way through
the three rear cars of the ill fated train. The
three cars were telescoped and broken into
fragments in a moment. So tremendous wmas
the force of the express train that the locomo-
tive went partly into the fourth car of the
local train before it stopped.

Several persons were killed instantly in the
rear cars of the commuters’ train. Others lay
mangled and helpless in the wreckage. Some
were hurled out through the broken sides of
the cars, and a few found that they had es-
caped in that way without serious injury, while
others had received serious or mortal injuries,
Persons in the front cars of the commuters”
train were thrown from their seats and rudely
shaken, and some received slight cuts from
broken glass, but otherwise they were uninjured,
Nobody was hurt in the cars of the express
train, although many were frightened badly.

FRAGMENTS STRUCK A THIRD TRAIN,

At the moment the wreck occurred a trabm
running to New-York was passing the two other
trains. It was on an outside track, but the fiy-
ing fragments of cars struck the last two cars
of the eastbound train and damaged them se<
verely. No person in the eastbound train was
| hurt, but the train wae stopped for a time. '
Flames added additional horror to the wreck
| immediately. Considerable wreckage of threa
cars was heaped above the express locomotive,
Hot coals from the locomotive set the wreckags
blazing. In a minute the flames were sweeping
over the broken remains of the cars. Pas-
sengers from other cars ran to give what aid
they could. Dead and dying were pulled away
from the flames as rapidly as possible, but many
of the injured were imprisoned in the burning
mass of wreckage and could mnot be saved.
Their cries and moans were soon hushed, Thers
was no means of fighting fire at hand, and bee
| fore long the wreckage was burned to ashes.

Three of the four tracks at the place of tha
wreck had been torn up in the collision. Neo
signals could be sent from the place of the
wreck for a time. There seemed to be no way
of keeping the flames from attacking the unin-
jured cars. There was no place of safety to
which to carry the injured people.

Opposite the scene of the wreck was the
house of Mrs. Alfred Harkson, but the grounds
of the house were shut off frem the railway
tracks by a high beard fence. Mrs. Harkson
was alore in the house when she heard the
crash of the collision. She looked from her win-
dow at the scene of horror. She was not slow
to act. She telephoned to call the police and
firemen of Westfield to the scene of disaster.
Then she got an axe and cut down a section
of the high board fence. Before the firemen
and police responded to her call she was direet-
ing people to carry some of the injured per-
sons into her home. The house was soon
turned into an emergency hospital. Several of
those who were mortally hurt were carried into
the house in advance of others. Fight of the
injured persons died in the house before surgical
aid could be summoned.

HOMES TURNED INTO HOSPITALS,

Further from the place of the wreck was the
house of Mrs. John Gluck. Some of the injured
people were carried there. When the firemen
arrived from Westfield they attacked the flames’
and checked them before they could extend to
the uninjured cars of the two trains involved in
the colliston.

The three front cars of the commuters’ train

!
|
|

‘WINTER CARNIVAL AT SARANAC LAKE.,

February 3rd. 4#th and 5th. Round trip tickets
$10.00.  Inquire of New York Central or West Shore
ticket agents.—Advt. £

was the first Scotch Whisky to become famous. It
is famous to-day. Scld everywhere.—Advi.

A constant Cough wears -anody’- strengtiv
away. A sure remedy is found DPr. D. Jayne's

Expectorant.—Advt.



