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DOWIE THREATENS TO

DESCEND ON WI

CKED NEW.YORK, TO PURGE IT OF ITS SINS AND SOMETHING ELSE AS WELL |

THE COMING OF DOWIE.

Characteristics of ** Eljak the Re-
storer”— His Campaign Hopes.

For once Chicago, wicked city of the West, is
ready to extend hands of heartfelt sympathy to
New-York, her hated rival for New World metro-
politan honors. Jchn Alexander Dowie—"Elijah
the Restorer,” as he calls himself—plans an East-
ern crusade! He has elected to hold out the right
hami of fellowship to the Manhattan Islanders.
and even more to their brothers and sisters of the
neighboring boroughs. Not Dowie's hand alone,
either, but also the hands of 2.000 faithful follow-
ers. Every hand is warranted clean and can be
grasped with impunity, thanks to the “Zion” scrub-
bing process.

Opirions differ as to the reason for the coming
of this “prophet for profit.”” Members “of his
“Christian Catholic Church in Zion” will listen to
ne hint of uiterior motive.

“New-York is. after Chicage. the most wicked
city in the world.” say they. *“Our prophet, the
Divine Healer, the Restorer and Messenger of the
Covenant, wili make it clean. Glory to the new
Elijah!™

That fraction of Chicago—about ninety-nine-one-
hundredths—which has not felt the cleansing effect
of the Dowie pumice has another story.

Lije’ needs money,” they say, “and New-York
pays well for every sort of show, from grand opera
to circus ring buffoonery. Refined religious vaude-
ville ought to be a drawing card. Dowie will in-
vest 3160006 and draw down a couple of million.”

In support of the financial embarrassment theory
there is some evidence. Eight suits for debt were
recently filed against the “Rev.” Dowie, at Wau-
kegan, W A few weeks ago Judge Cutting, of
the Cook County Probate Court, ordered him 1o
pay $:0000 to the heirs of Frank Sutton, one of
his followers. There has been a shortage of meat
supply, which the “prophet” is supposed to furnish
in Zion City, and recently an appeal for funds was
made to America, Asia, Europe and Africa, by
means of thoasands of letters,

On the other hand, Dowie announced recently
that the affairs of Zion were never in a more pros-
perous condition. He made the public statement
that he was worth $236000. His financial agent
in this city says that only two weeks ago he sold
$750,000 of stock in one of the industrial companies.

Whatever the reason, Dowie savs he is coming
Those who remember his Chicago experiences can
easily believe that the crusade will be profitable.
Those who know Dowie and his methods are sure
that his performance will make the “‘Greatest
Show on Earth™ even as seen hy the eyes of a
country town, Jook about as exciting as a Quaker
meeting. Sayvs an observer of his work:

“There are several conditions under which
Dowie's descent from the Sodom of the West to
f the East would be a fizzle. If
the “vipers of press’ should refuse to notice
him he could prate away in Madison Square or
anv other old garden to his heart’s content, and
would be mil; but he will get pages of
free adveriising, until the hearts of the Rialto
press agents grow black with envy. If the 'sor-
cerers and poisoners,” which are his gentle names
should refuse to notice him his ‘divine

is

the Gomorrai

the res

for doctors

healing' gold bricks would go unsold. If the
ng cle -men of denominations’ would not
age him fewer church members would

attend prince of advertisers, a

But Dowie is a
better crowd drawer than the “Wild Man of
he succeeds, or seems to, and in New-

Borneo':

rothing more is needed.”
big show comes off in Madison Square it
$e expected to be spectacular and theatrical. There
stage at one end of the arena. hung
with the sacred flage and banners of “Zion e
Abhove the bunting will be a streamer bearing some
one of Dowie's favorite mottoes perhaps this one,
“Christ Is All and All.”" The “sacred white
robed” (imported-in-Puliman-cars-from-Chicago)
choir will be heard singing in the wings from which
emerge the fairy ballet when the Garden is dese-
crated by a French or Arion bzll. The sound of
their voices will come nearer, slowly increasing in
wvolume. They will emerge presently and plant
themselves across the platform. Then there will
be 3 hush, the true dramatic pause. The audience
naturally expects the advent of ““Lije.”” but will be
disappointed. The time is not yet. Two or three
rows of black robed elders will appear and place
themselves on either gide of the puipit.

Then will come another pause. The centre of the
stage vacant and every foliower holde his
breath. He comes—John Alexander Dowie, the
supreme temporal head of a unique religion, home-
made and hand-made, warranted a luxury, be-
cause expensive, an assured success

He is bald. His patriarchial beard is white and
can be measured in feet. He is fat and muscular,
and the flowing silk robes heighten the effect. His
accent is English and he lisps, but he has some-
thing to say and these mere physical defects are

will be a gres

in

1s

soon forgotten.

His opening speech will =assail tobacco, liquor,
medicines, denominational religion, the stage, the
press, the State, pigs and oysters and a host of
other things, but especially Christian Science, the
closest rival of Dowieism in the confidence game of
“New Thought™ religion.

it is in taking collections that Dowie is seen at
his best. The money flows in more rapidly than to
the most ailuring get-rich-quick scheme that the
Postoffice Department ever trailed. The fleetest lamb
in hands of the whole Wall Street menagerie
would have a better chance of coming out with car-
fare beck to Harlem. The contributions are known
&s tithes, and all followers must give up at least
10 per « t of their fortune and earnings
» & Chicago writer, this is a
Jjowie tithe gathering:

the

1 literal
I
Overse

er—Does America give the tithe to

Xo

Overseer—Do the churches give the tithe

No
Overseer—Do you give the tithe to God?
. those who give tne tithe to God. (Thousands
There is a pack of thieves here, sitting still

b ho do not give their tithes to

e 2 place, ¥
now
done

the thieves are

with you? 1 will tell
for you but fire! FIRE!
for you to rob your brother?

Yes

where
you.

Ow

erseer—Ie it not a mean thing to rob
r mother?

Audience—Yes

General Overseer—Is it not the meanest of all
things 1o rob ur God?

Auc

Gene O weer—You do not think anything of
i1, some of ¥¢ You rob God all the time. Your
name is A and doom is Death if you

- one says here to-day

remain .ar you a {
ve is taken out of his tithes, he

that anything 1 1}

What |

Is it not |

Hes. Deep down in his throat and heart 1 push |
that lie. ie tithes and offerings go right into the
general Tund, and, as a matter of fact, I never see
them. But I have my right to a share of them,

have T not?
Volces—Yes.
General Overseer—Yes, and T will take it when |

want 1. ] want to talk 1o you, you mean thieves,
you Jdissemblers, vou liars, who pretend to be 1in
Zion and 4o not give your tithes. What is going
10 become of yo You will be burned with Fire
Get out of Zion! -

Dowie i= likely to acquire some considerable

part of New-York during his two weeks' stay, if
his Chicago experience is any criterion. He started
there with nothing but his stupendous nerve and
his disordered religious and healing ideas. A list
of his holdings now includes a suburban munici-
pality ten miles square, ten tabernacles scattered
about the business 2nd residence portions of
Windy Town, a $50,6% summer cottage on the
shores of his own lake. & large office building, In
which he has palatial private guarters, a great
lace factory, a publishing house, homes for divers
&nd sundry purposes. A
his wealth is seven millions in real and personal
property. It i= In the
e the church
Dowie sends out the announcement from Chicago
that one of the objects of his trip tc New York is
to found second Zion City, like the Western
one, 1o be near the metrepolis and ten miles square.
Dealere In real estate need not anticipate large
profits. The “prophet” knows a thing or two
about founding suburban towns.

is

a

MISS ESTHER DOWIE.
1ne prophet’s daughter, now dead.

Options must be obtained on every inch of ground.
A single failure meant the abandonment of the
entire site. The smaller price paid per acre the
greater commission he would give the broker. The
scheme worked, and the tract came into his hands
at an extremely low figure.

And what manner of man is he who has done all
this? He is Scoich by birth and parentage and a
Congregational clergyman by education, having
been ordained after a period of study at the Edin-
purgh Theological Seminary. He left the Congre-
gational Church in Melbourne, Australia, 1878,
where he set up a church of his own, designating
it the Free Christian Tabernacle. It was there
that he developed his healing theories, trying them
with wonderful lack of during a fever
epidemic. Some say that he was forced to leave
Australia. but Dowie denies it, and no one seems
to have definite information.

He again came into the public eye in San Fran-

in

SUCCess

OVERSEER JANE DOWIE.
Wife of the prophet.

—eee—

clsco about 1888, attracting attention by his fervid
utterances in street corner meetings. In two years
the metropolis of the Pacific Coast became too
small for him and he advanced upon Chicago with
this legend on his banner, ‘‘Fight the Devil on His
Own Ground.” He is sixty years of age. possessed
of remarkable constitution and tremendous energy.
His wife, Jane, is second to him in power in the
church, with the official title of “overseer.”” His
William (ladstone Dowie, a young man of
has just completed his education in an
astern college. Many of the “followers’’ believe
that he will succeed his father as head of the sect.
The succession to the “throne” is provided for in
Dowie’'s will—for he admits that he is going to die
day—the contents of which are carefully
His daughter died not long ago from
an accident. He called a physi-

not having the faith he is able
They excused him by

son,
nty-five,

some
guarded.
burns received in
c¢ian to attend her.
to instill in his followers.
blaming the devil.

CHAUTATQUA  COUNT

Y STIRRED TP B

Y SKUNKS.

SENTIMENT DIVIDED FOR AND A GAINST THE MALO-
DOROUS ANIMALS—ACTION IN L EGISLATURE.

One cannot touch on skunks lightly in Chautau-
eedingly serious
carried into

qua County. The subject 1s an €x
one. The skunks have even 1
politics, and have taken the offensive in a bitter

oen

factional fight The greater number of the Re-
publicans are fighting the skunks. whereas a cer-
tain minority, which b that the question

should be thoroughly aired before a final decision
is reached. have taken with the
For this reason the Republican leaders dread the
gkunks of the county more than they do the Demo-
crats, and fear that 2 coalition between the
Democrats and the pro-skunk contingent of Re-
publicans the skunks xill thus control the patron-
age of the district

According many farmers Chautauqua
County, the skunk is their best friend He lives
upon the grubs and bugs, which would otherwise
infest their crops, kills the moles that would eat
the roots of their vines, and by other similar
means he co-operates with them in the most peace-
ful and happy way. True. a skunk will occasion-
ally kill some wavward young TOOster; but for
sguch fatalities the chickens themselves are said to
be generally to blame.

The skunks proved themselves such a useful part
of the community that the farmers two Vears ago
took steps to cultivate their acquaintance still
more intimately. Several different methods of re-
warding the animals were proposed. One sugges-
tion was to establish a kindergarten for young
skunks, for the purpose of teaching them good
manners and of cultivating a greater respect in
them for the human race. But it was decided to
procure appropriate legislation for the skunks,
which would at the same time increase the Re-
publican majority. A bill was accordingly passed
two vears ago by the legislature which provided
for a close season for skunks the year round in
Chautauqua County till 1906, and imposed a pen-
alty on any one who would dare kill a skunk ex-
cept on his own premises or within the limits of
an incorporated village. The Democrats, with re-
markable sagacity, did not oppose the bill, know-
ing that the time might come when they, instead
of the Republicans could champion the cause of
the skunks, and thus win the farmer vote.

The dream: of the Democrais has at last been
realized. In the two years since the bill was passed
the skunks of Chautauqua County have increased
at an astounding rate. Not only did the birth rate
far exceed the death rate ameng the native skunks
of that region, but, according to the farmers, there
was a larger immigration thither from other coun-
ties. where the life of the skunk was not held so
sacred. Skunks are even said to have come from
other States, v hile several Canadian regiments,
according to one story, tried to ford Niagara in
a vain effort to reach the promised land.

Arrogance, however, at last came with

sides polecats.

Sy
by

to of

good

-

fortune. Like some members of the human race |
who suddenly rise from a humble origin, the
skunks became discontented with their former sur- |
roundings. They were no longer content to grub |

end dig and work for the farmers. Such a life they
came to regard as mere serfdom. The more am-
bitious vearned for city life, the brillia
Jamestown and Fredonia and stir
Westfield Accordingly the skunks
migrate citvward.

The entrance of the skunks into the metropolitan
life of the county won for them instant recog-
nition. 1U'nlike the wvast majority of aspirants to
social distinction, their presence was by no means

and bustle

began

1
ne

of

ignored.
given positions of prominence
made way instantly on the
debutants from the country.

in the
approach of
Should one of these

10 |

society of |

The gentry to whom birth or wealth had |
community
these |

. |
newcomers desire the audience of a man of affairs, |

no matter how many may have been in line before
him. he was never kept waiting. Indeed, the
polecats swept everything before them.
ran high on several occaslons, and certain people
of prominence, jealous of their prerogatives, would
have laid violent hands on the interlopers had they
not known that by suen an act they would be in
bad odor ir the community. A few talked of shoot-
ing the skunks, but the law stood in the way.

The ambition of the polecats at last caused their
downfall. They finally took a step too far. A fam-
ily of them on finding a vacant furnished flathouse
in Jamestown were so pleased with its modern ap-

keeping. They had made themselves entirely at

Feeling |

.
where we live. why. let the boyvs have a chance.”
“But how can they catch them?” asked an in-

credulous New-Yorker.

“By the tail,”” was the prompt answer ¢ “T've seen
a nimble boy sneak up, catch a skunk by the tail
before he knew what was the matter, and then hit
the animal over the head as the body hung down
limp and powerless.”

“Did you ever try

*“Oh, no,” was the
quick enough

The bill was referred to
eries and Game, and the
the first opportunity. As
appeared in the Assembly freed from the commit-
tee there was a zeneral retreat. Nobody undertook
to stop it until it came up finally for a third read-
ing. Then the clerk read. in the monotone which
the tired muscles of his throat has perforce made
inevitable: .

“Introduced by Mr. Fowler:
the Forest, Fish and Game law,
mink, skunk, muskrat and foxes."

Assemblyvman Burnett was acting Speaker at the
time and he brought down his gavel as if to kil
something. The clerk blew his nose as if he felt a
draught, while a series of coughs camé up from the
well of the House. The bill was going through on
the run, with no one daring enough to stop it,
when. to the consternation of every one else, As-
semblyman Sheldon, of Cattaraugus County,
shouted:

“I move to strike out.”

All eyes were turned on Assemblyman Fowler.
Now, if ever in his life, he had a chance to become
eloquent. Much to the disappointment of the Re-
publicans, Mr. Fowler said in a subdued voice:

“I don't think this bill should be defeated. There
is no politics in it. Tt does not call for an appro-
priation or an investigating committee. 1t simply
applies to the skunks of Chautauqua County.”

Mr. Sheldon made some comment on the fact

it," some one asked.
reply. *‘I-never thought 1 was
the Committee on Fish-
committee let it out at
soon as the. skunk Dbill

An act to amend
in relation to

JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE,
The prophet.

Mrs. Kipling, who is an American, was In this
country last summer she greatly admired this con-
trivance, and, knowing that her husband and chil-
dren were fond of American pies, decided to get
them the next best thing by having her pies made
with an American rolling pin.

BIRDS BEING EXTERMINATED.

Few Wild Pigeons Left — Slaughter for
Slaughter's Sake.

Washington, Feb. 7 (Special).—**Wild pigeons

have been slaughtered just for the fun of slaugh-

one of their eggs will sell at public auvction for as
much as $1,700. The auk was a splendid bird for
food and the feathers were valuable, consequently
it was soon exterminated. There are & number of
valuable skeletons of the birds here in the Smith-
sonian which were secured by Professor Lucas
several years ago, he having made a trip to Funk
Island for the purpose of getting them and mak-
ing other jnvestigations.

“Elephants are getting scarce: they are nearly all
gone. I suppose most of them were killed to get the
ivory. notwithstanding the fact that Henry M.
Stanley says that every pound of ivory that reaches
Europe costs the life of a man, woman or child, and
every twenty tusks are secured at the price of an
entire district in Africa. The Arabs who carry tke
ivory to the coast attack and destroy the villages
and make captives of the inhabitants.

“Fur seals are doomed, and they are already ex-
terminated from the rookeries in the southern seas,
where a few years ago they could be found in

countless millions. Pirates are fast killing them gug
in the Behring Sea. The demand for leather and off
is causing the rapid wiping out of the hair seal, ang
even crocodiles and other reptiles are not spared,
because their hides are wanted for satchels, pockes
books and lke articles. This Is one of fashion'y
decrees, but it is 2 minor item when you know
that Australian opossums and monkeys are slain a¢
the rate of three millions a year for their skins.

“But I could go on until Cungress adjourns ang
give you instances of where animals and birds have
become, or are becoming, extinct, and It is some-
thing we regret to see, for they can never Yo re-
placed, no matter how much we may want them,
They are never properly appreciated until they he.
come scarce or are entirely gone. Still our ‘sports.
men’ will go out and fire at anything that they can
get a pop at, and call it fine ‘sport.” 1 wi I had
all such ‘sportsmen’ to pass before me in revigw,
and if T had a good thick board U'd know what to
do with it.”

—

CHANGES IN POSTAGE STAMP DESIGNS.

HOW THE PRESIDENTS HAVE BEEN HONORED BY
USE OF THEIR LIKENESSES.

It it be true that ‘republics are ungrateful,”
then it must at least be admitted that Uncle Sam
is doing all in his power to show his gratitude and
recognition of the eminent services rendered to
their country by America’s greatest men by im-
printing and immortalizing their features on the
Government's valuable papers, such as bonds. pa-
per money, treasury warrants and postage stamps.

The Postoffice Department, realizing the import-
ance of the postage stamp, has always taken the
greatest pains to place on all postal merchandise
designs correct historically as well as artistically.
It is at present ~ngaged in changing those stamps
which have been in use for twelve years, a period
much longer than the ordinary life of a stamp, and
Edwin C. Madden, third assistant postmaster
zeneral. who is in charge of this branch of the
Postoffice Department, is making every effort to
replace the cld stamps with a series of new ones
which will be an ifmprovement in design as well
i artistic execution.

The followingk changes have been determined
upon. the new issue being printed at the Bureau
of Printing and Engraving: Two-cent, carmine,
full face of Washington; heretofore proflle; four-
cent, dark brown, face of Grant; heretofore face of

a< in color and

AN OFFICE BLOCK

tering until there are few left,” said a man con-
nected with the Smithsonian Institution “Wild
pigeons are fast becoming extinct, along with hun-
dreds of other American birds and animals, and
Americans are responsible for it. Out West a few
vears ago men would go to a pigeon roost at night
and cut the trees down, just to see how many of
the birds they could kill. The Ohio Vailey and
other regions were full of them, and in many of
the Western States T have seen the heavens black
with these birds morning and evening. Tnless
stringent laws are adopted and enforced animal
after animal and bird after bird will be exter-
minated. The Creator put them here for some pur-
pose, and vet some peocple seem o think that the
best thing to be done is to wipe them off the face
of the earth. Many of the most valuable species
of animals at present inhabiting the world will in-
evitably be rendered absolutely extinet within a
few vears unless somethirg is done.

“Fashion, to a great extent, is responsible, but
the whole truth is that man, and especially the
American, is by nature the most destructive creat-
ure in all creation. The marked and rapid changes
being wrought in the fauna of the world are large-
lv attributable to his insatiable appetite for killing.

IN ZION CITY.

Lincoln: five-cent, chocolate. face of Lincoln; here-
tofore face of Grant. Postoffice authorities say
that this interchange of faces on the four and
five-cent stamps was determined upon from the
fact that a five-cent stamp is the required amount
to carry letters to forefgn countries, and that
it “would be well to have foreigners becoms more
familiar with Lincoln. the great American eman-
cipator.” The fifty-cent stamp which is now in
use and bears the face of Jefferson and is orange
color will be displaced by a stamp with a new
design. which has not vet been decided upon.
Commodore Peérryv's features which now appear on
the black one-dollar stamp will permanently dis-
appear to make room for the well known feat-
ures of Admiral Farragut.

Designs for a new
have also been submitted, but not yet approved.

The present stamp of the two dollar denomination |

is sapphire color, and bears the face of Madison,
while the five dollar stamp is dark green and has
Marshall's face.

The Postoffice Department is also considering the

I

two and five dollar stamp |

i

advisability of adding to the present series a twen- |

ty-five cent stamp. This, it is argued by the Post-
office Department authorities,

PLAN OF DOWIE'S ZION CITY.

that the Democrats hoped to pose as the farmers’
friend by befriending the skunks, and that the
skunk vote of Chautauqua County might elect a
Democratic President in 1904. He found out, how-
aver, that he had made a mistake for once by
making a strong argument, and, withdrawing his
objection, he permitted the bill to pass as quickly
as it could and be rushed over to the Senate. There
is mo doubt that the bill will pass the Senate

| and escape from the Executive Ch 1 y
purtenances, its exposed plumbing and glass mir- | and escape from the Executive Chamber as rapidly
| rors. that they dectded to occupy it for light house- |

| home, when the owner of the apartment came in. |

conservative estimate of |

name of the church, but

No words are reported to have been spoken, for
actions speak stronger than words oftentimes, and,
as a result, not only the original dweller in the flat-

house was evicted, but there was a general exodus |

from the block

At such times there is always a hero. Thus It
wasg that ;. Samuel Fowler, the-Assemblyman from
the Ist Assembly Distriet of the county, and a
native of Jamesiown, saw the opportunity of be-
coming a knight errant and took advantage of it.

| As soon as the legislature opened he aired the
| troubles of his townsmen in the lower house by
introducing a bill permitting thé slaughter of

He bought the |

Western Zion at an average price of $200 an acre, |

and has leased it out In such a way that it will
eventually net $15000000 on the investment,

said.

skunks in his county except for the months be-
tween May 1 and October %1. When pressed for

| an explanation by hiscolleagues he sald simply:

it is |

in establishing Zion City No. 1 he lald his plans |

carefully. With a few trusted deacons he exam-
ined the suburban territory about Chicago. He
decided on & tract in Lake County, Ill., between
Chicago and Milwavkee. It was farming land,
fronting on Lake Michigan, and was crossed by
two railroads. He wanted a ity into which vice
might never enter. In order to secure this it was
necessary te have every foot of land in the de-
sired ares.

\
| convinced

“There are too many skunks in
County. We've got to kill some.”

Mr. Fowler was ably supported by Louis Mec-
Kinstry, of Fredonila, Chautauqua County, the
clerk of Speaker Nixon. Mr. McKinstry clearly
many Repubiicans at first averse to
the measure in conversation with them that it
would benefit the small boys of the county, and
thus assure them of a good vote in future years,
He said he knew of beys who had caught in the
open season from ten to twenty skunks, whose
pelts, worth §2 apiece, brought In quite a fortune

Chautauqua

Jie went to & clever real estate agent with this | to these country lads.

proposition. A tract of 6400 acres was required

*“If there are too many skunks,” he sald, “up

as the legislative rules will permit.

But Mr. Fowler has fared badly at the hands of
the farmers. The Pomona Grange, which repre-
gents the agricultural interests of the county, has
passed several resolutions condemning his action,
and condoling with the unfortunate sKunks.
Futhermore, he finds that a farmer has taken ad-
vantage of his proposed law by establishing a
skunk farm at Lamberton, on the road between
Westfeld, the home of Speaker Nixon. and Fre-

donia, the home of Mr. McKinstry, his clerk. Here
C. E. Le Vern intends to rajse skunks for their
pelts, and, despite a round robin petition of his

neighbors that he be compelled to stay away from
church, Mr. Le Vern believes that there I8 more
of a future In the skunk business than in New-
York City real estate.

"The Democrats are planning to unite with the
pro-ekunk faction of the Republicans for the pur-
pose of defeating Mr. Fowler for re-election. Hls
townspeople, on the other hand, are so gratified

with what he has done that they wiil urge his
nomination for Congress as soon as the alr of
Chautauqua County has sufficlently cleared.

S PR

PIE AS POETICAL INSPIRATION.
¥From The Toronto Mail and Express,

Rudyard Kipling, it appears, is fand of apple ple
baked on the American To gratify his

system.
taste a glass rolling pin specially used in the manu-

e

facture of these pies has just been forwarded to the |

novelist from Wanamaker's. The glass rolling pin
has among other advantages the merit of always
belng sweet and clean, and of being hollow, so that
it can be filled with ice to cool the ple crust. When

!
He just seems to want to be eternally and everlast- | necessity, and will be welcomed by the business

ingly slaughtering something—would as soon kill a
humming bird as an elephani, a pet rabblt as a
snake. It makes no difference to him, just so he
stops the breath of some living thing. I rezard it
as pure, unadulterated ‘cussedness,” and would sug-
gest the Delaware whipping post as a cure for fit.
Men who have devoted their lives to such work zs
we are engaged in here at this institution can feel
and see the sad havoc which is going on moras
keenly than those who only give the matter an
occaslonai- thought.

“Now, think of it, the pair of stuffed TLabrador
ducks here In the museum were killed by Daniel
Woabster, and were the originals from which Au-
dubon made his plates. Those ducks became ex-
tinct about 1870, and so it goes. Take, for instance,
the only little parrot known as a native of this
country, which was formerly plentiful as far north
as Kansas. It is now being finally extirpated
in the lowlands of Florida by wisitors, who regard
it as sport to shoot it. The beautiful birds of In-
dia, Australia and other countries are slaughtered
by the millions for their plumage, but here birds
are glaughtered just for the fun of Killing. There
are birds in this and other countries that amount
to nothing when it comes to adorning some
woman’'s hat or bonnet, but they are slaughtered
just the same, and often they are not even good
to eat, but they make such a pretty mark for a
gun. Birds which measured six feet from hip to
foot formerly inhabited New-Zealand. but they are
now entirely extinct, though many of the natives

still waar their feathers for ornaments. That
country has produced many wonderful and beau- |
tiful birds of which there are a number of fine |

specimens in the museum. The most interesting
of the extinct birds is the dodo, wnich was a Kind
of pigeon, somewhat larger than swan,’
and unable to fly, its wings being almeost rudi-
mentary. Its tail resembled a feather duster, and
it waddled about on its short legs. Seventy-flve
years ago the auk was found on Funk Island, off
the Newfoundland coast, by the millions, but now

a

| too
stupid !

community: no design. however. has yet been de-
termined upon for this new stamp.

On account of the cancellation mark on the pres- |

ent dark blue ten cent special delivery stamp
not showing distinctly, the Postoffice Department
has decided to issue a new special dellvery stamp
of a lght blue color, with the figure of a messenger
on a bicycle in place of the “running messen-
ger,” which ig on the present stamp.

The eight-cent mauve colored stamp of the new
serles bearing Mariha Washington's face is al-
ready on sale at the postoffices throughout the
country. It displaced the eight-cent mauve colored
stamp with Sherman's face, and is reported to have
a much larger sale than the latter.

Another stamp of the new series which has al-
ready made its appearance in public is that of the
thirteen-cent denomination, showing President Har-
rison's face in slate color. There is practically no
demand for a stamp of this value for domestic
use, but for foreign use there a place for it.
Thirteen cents ls the cost of sending a registered
letter welghing net more than half an ounce to any
country within the Postal Union. The picture of
Harrison which adorns this stamp had been sub-
mitted by Mrs. Harrison, being her favorite photo-
graph of the late President.

The remaining stamps for which no ngw designs
have yet been adopted are: One-cent, green, face
of Franklin; three-cent, purple, face of Jackson;
six-cent, red brown, face of Garfield; ten-cent, light
brown. face of Webster, and fifteen-cent, dark blue.
face of Clay.

The Postoffice Department s contemplating a
change in the color of some of these stamps in the
near future, however, as otherwise there would be
much color similarity between and the
stamps of the new series. Brown seems to be the
favorite color of the Postoffice Department, there
being no less than four different stamps of that
color each of a different shade; the four-cent,
dark brown; the flve-cent, chocolate brown; the
six-cent, red brown, amd the ten-cent, lxht

these

s a commercial |

|

in faver. h
dark t

aving for its

*. the ten-

brown. Blue comes next
representatives the fifteen-cent,

cent special delivery, dark blue and the two-dnl-
lar, sapphire biue. Green h: been seclected for
the stamp of the lowest and highest denomina-

tion respectively, the one-cent stamp being light
green and the five-dollar stamp being dark green.
Carmine, orange, purple, mauve 1 ind black
are represented by one stamp each

It is expected that the complete zeries wl

be ready by March 1 next
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WEST POINT AND ITS BEGINNING.

How This Strategic Place Was Occupied in
the Revolution.

The antiguity
Military Academy.
the last few days wut it w
righted, and its pr

condition, or somethin ke it w
How the Military Acse ny £
various other facts about it, S

loval American. The tract w he
government West Point 2. 155
acres. and was first settled in 5 grE r
part of this area was purchased I 3
Moore on September 10, 1 r SIS vlier

and southerly portion was bo
lev on May 13. 1824, for
the State of New-York
part of the property

fices connected with the institu

ceded jurisdictior ver tha

which the |

on

1

*reserved the right to execute
criminal. wherein the real or I T t
the United States was affects

The importance of West F
was due to its comma of t
the thoroushfare for freight
fic between the seaboard and the
1775 the Provincial Congress.

ndd
nd

of the Continental Cong: 1
the Highlands, and sent commissi ace
panied bv Colonel Bernard Romax

four men, to execute Its plans s« was &
wilful. cholertc Holland an gir by profes-
sion and an employe of t British Crown. He ¢ -

structed the fortifications on L« titution [siar

(then Martelaed's Rock), but in ~h an unscien-
tific manner as to invite the stric s of the most
capable experts of his own profession. For this
reason. and also because of a report by a spe fal
commission of Inspection. m ade to Congress on

November 23. 1775, that the Works ould de ass
ver without

from the higher ground across the

anv danger to the enemy. it was planned to occup¥

fortify West Point, but the proposition w s not
f the High-

is of the en~

ymed the High-

m and James

and
tollowed, and “‘the key
lands temporarily fell
emv.” After the Rritish had aba
lands in August, 1777, Generais P

the

into

Clinton were detalled to supervise the recon
struction of the fortr <, and on July 25, 1719, the
n-chlef were trans

headauarters of the commander-i
ferred to West Point. It was
Washington issued, among his
orders” one “agalnst that unnecessary
{nable custom of swearing. " g

West Point had cost $3.000,000, in addition :';
three vears of lebor by the jocat {?rce. w
accounted tha “American Gibraltar.

nere that General

‘many and poiated

and abom-




