Amusements.

ACADEMY OF NMUSIC—S8:15—Florodora.
AMERICAN THEATRE—S:15—Nevada.
THEATRE—S—The Dailing of the Gods.

ATRE—S:20—The RBird in the Cage.
BROADWAY THEATRE-—S_The Silver Slipper.
CABINO—K:15—A Chinese Honeymoon.

ON THEATRE—&:15-—-The Cavalier.

PALY'S THEATRE--8:13—The Biilionaire.
EDEN MUSEE—2-—£—The World in Wax,
EMPIRE THEATRE -S:20--The Unforeseen
SPOURTEENTH STREET THEATRE—S—The Bold Soger

GARDEN THEATRE-£-11 1 Were King.

GARRICK THEATRE—#:30—Mice and Men.

HARLEM OPERA HOUSE-S:15—Imprudence

HERALD SQUARE THEATRE-8:15—Mr. Pickwick,

IRVING PLACE THEATRE—8:20—Faust.

KEITH S —~Continuous Performance

KNICKERBOCKER THEATRE--S—Mr. Biue Beard

MADISON SQUARIE THEATRE-—3:30Beatrice Herford
in Monologue. 8:15—The Earl of Pawtucket.

TIC THEATRE —S—The Wisard of Oz
MANHRATTAN THEATRE—S—Mary of Magdala.
WMETROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE—Tristan und Isclde.
MURRAY 1a

Alahama.
NEW SAVOY—8:20—The Girl with the Green Eves
NFEW-TORK—8:15—When Johnny Comes Marching Home
PASTOR S-—Contintcus Performance.
PRINCESS THEATRE—8:30—The Frisky
PROCTOR'S THEATRE— Vaudeville.
TICTORIA-—£:15—The Eternal City.
WALLACK'S THEATRE-—8:15—The Sultan of Sulu,
TWEST EXD THEATRE—£—The Climbera.

M=, Johnson.
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TEE NEWS THIS MORNING.

FOREIGN.—The Bolivian Government has
egreed to Braglilan occupation of the disputed
territory of Acre, pending & pacific settlement
of the disoute. —== Lord George Hamilton
stated In a public 4 that the first proposi-

mons. ==

the guestion announced that, should Great Brit-
ain become involved in a European war, bread
muszbcewwgomnhmmepﬂcein
=—— News reached Jamaica from the
Isthmus of Panama that General Uribe-Uribe,
& roted revolutionary leader in Colombia, com-
mitted suicide on January 30. A special
rommission hae been appointed by the Mexican
Government to study the silver question. ———
The Vatican authorities are now inclined to ac-
cept Governor Taft’'s original proposal to sub-
mit questions regarding the value of the friars’
lands in the Philippines to arbitration.

DOMESTIC.—The British protocol has been-

completed and will be signed by Mr. Bowen; the
Jtalian protocol is nearly ready, and work on
the German document is being hastened; it is
expected that all the papers will be signed by
Thursday at the latest. - : There is little
chance of action by the present Congress on the
Philippine navigation laws. Senator
Frye said that the passage of the Shipping bill
would save to American workmen about 350.-
000,000. The tension over the Statehood bill
in the Senate is greater, and it is thought that
the fate of the measuvre will he decided this
week: bills will be considered in
the House. A cyclone and tidal wave,
which, it is estimeted, cost the lives of more
than one thousand persons, swept the islands
of the Paumotu group., in the South Seas, on
January 13. An earthquake shock was
felt in Kentucky. The United@ Mine Work-
ers will attempt this year fo extend their or-
ganization to all non-urion mining districts in
the country.

CITY.—A junk merchant was murdered and
robbed in his office, supposedly by an Italian
employe whom he had reprimanded. —— Au-
gustus Thomas, the playwright, was arrested
in New-Rochelle charged with assault by Henry
fweet, Editor of “The Ploneer”; Mr. Thomas
struck the editor on account of editorials in his

paper, —=—=— The police screened a doorman ac-
cused by a prisoner of clubbing him in his cell. |
——= Dr. Parkhurst championed the cause of

Captain Schmitiberger and denounced the at-
tack of District Attorney Jerome in a letter to
Police Commissioner Greene. Many New-
York legisiators expressed themselves as op-
posed to the proposed trunk sewer in New-
Jersey. The Central Federated Union de-
cided to put the names of Mayor Low and Con-
troller Grout on 2 blackboard with the names
of aldermen who voted for the Pennsylvania
Raflroad franchise, ———= A consignment of
43100 tons of soft coal arrived from Shields,
England. —— One hundred and twenty excise
arrests were made.

THE WEATHER —Indications for to-day:
Feir. The temperature yesterday: Highest, 44
degrees; Jowest, 31

NATAL WORK LAST YEAR.

“The London Times's” review of foreign
naval work for the last year is gratifying to the
Ameriean resder. Ti is true that it reminds us
that we stand alone among great powers in hav-
ing no “naval programme,” but it shows us that
we are, nevertheless, getting on in compara-
#ively good fashion. France has a fixed pro-
gramme of naval construction which will last
until 190607, Germany's is prearranged as far
#gs 1818, Russia’s seven years' programme will
expire in 1805-'06, and she is even now arrang-
ing another to succeed it; Italy’s runs from 1901
to 1812, &nd Japan has just finished one six
years’ programme and is beginning another.
America alone lives in hand to mouth fashion,
determining each year's work for itself alone;
vet this country’'s showing of activity for &
wpear, at least for the last year, is the most im-
posing of them =zil.

France was engaged mupon mno fewer than
twenty-five large vessels, a greater number
than any other had in hand. Of these nine
were battleships, with an sggregate tonnage
of 122,918, and sixteen were sarmored cruisers,
with a total of 154997 tons. Germany sur-
passed France in number of battleships, with
ten, aggregating 123.962 tons, though their aver-
sge was smaller than France's, but she had in
hand only four armored cruisers of 35,548 tons,
Russia was strongest of the three in battle-
ships, with ten, of 132,758 tons, but had only
one armored cruiser of 7,800 tons. Italy came
fourth on the list, with seven battleships of 89,-
474 tons, but only one armored cruiser of 7,400
tons. The figures for Japan are not given, but
they were inferior to Italy’s. Of course, the
British navy outranked all these, but its fizures
are not induded in the review.

Now for the United States. We were at
work last year, ac-ording to this same authority,
upon a totai of twenty-four large vessels, Of
these thirteen were battleships, a number con-
siderably exceeding that of any of the Euro-
pean powers named. Their averagé tonnage was
14,112, or 455 tons heavier than those of France,
the next heaviest; and their aggregate tonnage
was 183,451, or more than 50,000 tons more than
that of Russia’s, which stood next in total
weight. As compared with Germany, we were
at work on three more ships than she, and near-
Iy 60,090 more tens. In battleship construction,
therefore, America was easily pre-eminent. In
armored cruisers we vastly surpassed all ex-
cepting France, fo which country we stood sec-
ond in numbers and total tonnage, though we
surpassed ber In average tonmnage. Thus we
had eleven cruisers to her sixteen, aggregating
140,900 tons to her 154.997, but averaging 12,810
tons to her 9,625. It may well be contended that
our eleven big cruisers ar. equal to her sixteen
smalier ones.

Finally, it is 10 be observed that our grand
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aggregate of tonnage in these two classes of
ships—the real fighting strength of a navy-—was
224,351, while France's was only 277,915, Ger-
many's 159,510, or Jess than Lalf of ours; Rus-
sia's 140558, and Italy's 97374 We were,
therefore. building a more powerful fighting
| fleet than Russia and Getmany put tegether.

! Of course, as we sajd at the beginning, these

fﬁg\lm for the other countries represent a
],\'ear‘s part of a continuous programme, while
' in America they stand for a single year's work
i which may or may not he duplicated next year.
3ut snch a review of the year should be a pew-
orful incitement to Americans to continue the
good work year after year until they have a
navy able to deal with any conceivable con-

tingency.

DOUBLE ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION.

Dr. Bedeli's plan for transmitting two elec-
tric currents, one direct and the other alter-
commend it. The chief advantage of it is
ductors the cost of copper is theoretically re-
duced one-half. Incidentally, he makes it pos-
sible to get rid of fluctuations in the brightness
of incandescent lights opcrated by the same cir-
cuit which runs a number of motors. Finallr,
to the electrician, the plan will commend itself
by its comparative glinplicity. When two mes-
sages are sent over a telegraph wire simul-
taneously under the “duplex” system special
appliances are necessary to steer the different
currents off to the right receivers. Such appa-
ratus more than pays for itself, but it adds 10
the cost of telegraphy.
gets around that necessity ecasilr. First, he
establishes two complete direct current circuits

gether one wire of each pair for one alternat-
ing current, and the remaining wires are con-
nected for a second current of-the latter char-
acter. Four different combinations are pos-
sible with his four wires. The ingenuity and
simplicity of the method are positively capti-
vating.

In estimating the future usefulness of this
grstem of @istributing current from central sta-

scheme is advantageouns chiefiy (if not exclu-
sively) where it is desirable to run four distinet
clreuits over parallel routes. Formerly incan-
descent and arc lizhts were operated by differ-
ent circuits, and often with different kinds of
current. Of late the tendency has been towsard
the employment of the same circuit and the
same kind of current—a direct current. Shop
and fan motors, too, are driven by electricity
from the same set of mains. If, though, more
satisfactory results can be obtained by dividing
up the service, and doing four kinds of work

Dr. Bedell offers will be welcome. He has him-
self called attention to the benefit to be derived

circuit. Variations in the demand for power
from one minute to the mext would not then

time is probably not far distant when alternat-
ing current motors will be more extensively
used than now in workshops. Dr. Bedell's sys-
tem will undoubtedly encourage their introdue-
tion.

Another limitation which must be borne in
mind is the necessity for making the four con-
ductors uniform in size. If oniy two currents
were to be transmitted one pair might be large
and the other small. It would be both absurd
and wasteful, though, to couple a big and a lit-
tle wire together in making up the third and
fourth circuits. One of the most important

close calculation of the size of a conductor that
it shall carry a current without undue resist-
ance and yet without costing too much. No
two currents of the four here ccntemplated need
bave the same voltage or volume. The higher
the wvoltage the less would be the metal re-
quired to transmit a given amount of energy.
it would be feasible to send more power in the
{ form of a high pressure current than as a low
! pressure current over the same conductor.
Hence the voltage employed for the extra ser
viee must be computed with special reference to
the size of the wire; and it may not always prove
s0 convenient to vary this factor in the com-
bination as it would be to change the diameter
of the wire.

THE STORY GF ADDICKS.

George Kennan has been down in Delaware
studying the methods of the political highway-
man who for the last nine years has been hold-
ing up that State and trying to bend it to his
will. The first instalment of his report is pub-
lished Ly “The Outlook,” and some extracts
from it will be found in another column of this
jesue. The facts as stated by Mr. Kennan
bring a sense of shame that any American com-
munity should be so lost to all sense of the
dignity of citizenship as to sell itself openly as
he says town after town in Delaware has done.
They also bring a sense of wonder when we
realize the weakness of human nature, that
through all these years it has been possible to
make so goud a fight against the constant and
overwhelming flood of corruption with which
Addicks, as is generally believed, has sought 1o
wear down oppasition. The Regular Repub-
licans have made a brave fight against heavy
odds.

AMr. Kennan declares that vote buying is com-
mon and open. The average citizen knows it,
avows it and rather looks with favor on it. He
quotes one man who said that there was a lot
of money about since Addicks took a hand, and
it had been a great help to the farmers. Though
a Democrat himself, he thought that when a
man spent money as Addicks did he was en-
titled to the office. So much has been spent
in rural communities, where money is scarce,
and offers such temptations to farmers and
others of respectable standing, that public senti-
ment is utterly demoralized. Mr. Kennan
quotes a farmer’s wife saying to a hugband who
objected to selling his vote: “I can’t see why
“you talk like that; why shouldn’t you sell it?
“We need the money bad enough. Other people
“sgell theirs, and I don’t see that they're thought
“any the worse of.
“that’s done it.

“of them are now!"” A great many people have
come to feel like the German of Camden, Kent
County, who sold the votes of himself and
two sons. “Holding up the money as he passed
“an acquaintance on the street, Le said, sig-
“pificantly: ‘It would take & good many drops
“of sweat to make that seventy-five dollars.””

The prevalence of this feeling does not seem
strange when the size of the corruption fund is
considered. Mr. Kennan says that Caleb R.
Layton, one of Addicks’s chief lieutenants, told
a prominent lawyer in Georgetown that Ad-
dicks had spent $400,000 in Delaware in cam-
paign years alone. Others of Mr. Kenuan's
statements follow: In 1894 Addicks gave the
Sussex County Committee $2.000 for an elec-
tion precinct containing only 280 voters. Last
fall, in Kent and Sussex counties, Addicks
spent $130,000, some of waich stuck to the
! hands of middlemen, though not less than $80,-
fooo reached the voters and bought 7,000 o‘r
| 8,000 of the 13,000 votes cast in the counties.
Just before the last election two whole series

(fives and tens) of crisp, new, consecutively
numbered notes of the Merchants' National
| Bank of Boston were distributed to Addicks
lworkeu in Kent and Sussex, and immediately

after election the shops of the two counties

nating, over one set of wires has much to

The Tthaca inventor !

by means of four wires. Then he couples to- |

tions one must recognize the fact that the |

with four separate circuits, the facilities which |
from separating & motor cirenit from a lamp

alter the brilliancy of the light. Moreover, the |

requisites of electrical engineering is such a |

You're not the firet man
Look at the men who have |
“taken Addicks's money, and see where some '

! were flooded with them. Within a week the

| First National Bank of Dover was holding near-
! Iy $5.000 of these new bills. The numbers of
! the bills shoewed their distribution from a com-
| mon source, and their range in that and other
banks indicated the spreading of not less than
£30.000 over Kent County. Expenditure on 2
similar scale in this State would mean a cor-
| ruption fund of $2,000,000, used not for prelimi-
| nary campaizn work, but sent Into the districts
| on the eve of election. Bribery on such a scale
| was never before known in this country. Even
| if Addicks could get to the Senate, it ought to
| make his reception there impossible.
{ Mr. Kennan also gives an account of Ad-
| dicks’s Republicanism, which, if not new, is use-
‘ ful at a time when party loyalty is invoked to
prevent a non-partisan combination to beat him.
| Congressman Ball, who had opposed Addicks,
| was tricked into coming to New-York to a con-
| ference. In it Addicks offered to make him one
of the Senators if he would give up his oppo-
sition. He declined. The result, as described
| by Mr. Kennan, was:

that by getting double service out of the con-

| Addicks then bscame irritated in turn, and
| said, with emphasis: “You won't? All right!

I'm going to reiterate now what I said years
| ago: I'm either going to be Senator or I'll sink
the Republican party in Delaware ten thousand
fathoms deep!”

“A man who talks in that way,” rejoined Ball,
hotly, “is no Republican! Such speeches, and
action in accordance with such speeches, have
kept you out of the United States Senate thus
far, and will keep you out always.” He then
took his hat, left the room and returned that
night to Wilmington.

By the terms of the compromise Agreement
between the Union Republicans and the Reg-
| ulars, made in 1900, Dr. Ball was equitably en-
titl=a to re-election as the Congressional repre-
sentative from the Delaware district; but when
| he refused to make the deal suggested by Ad-
dicks the latter determined to punish him for
| his obstinacy, and therefore put up United
| States District Attorney Byrne to defeat him.
The result of Byrne's nomination on the Unlon
Republican ticket was the election of a Demo-
eratic Congressman; but, as one of Mr. Ad-
dicks's lieutenants afterward said to me, “We
| intended to beat Ball whatever happened; we
| preferred a Democrat to him."” Byrne resigned
| the office of United States District Attorney,
and thus became the instrument of Addicks’s
vengeance, and when he had been defeated by
the Democratic candidate he was reappointed
to his old place. It is not improbable that
Byrne really expected to be elected; but, whether
he did or not, Addicks seems’to have used him
! as a means of punishing a man against whom,
| as he admitted, he had nothing personally, but
with whom he had failed to make a corrupt deal,

1 have cited this case as a characteristic illus-
tration of one of the many and varied methods
| by which Mr. Addicks endeavors to secure the
| help or support of men to whom he dares not
| offer cash. He knew that he could not buy Dr.
Eall, but he thought he might tempt him with
the TUnited States Senatorship. He held the
temptation in one hand and a club in the other,
and when he failed to entrap he smote.

Mr. Kennan reminds us that Addicks first
made this declaration that he wouid be Senator
or sink the Republican party in Delaware ten
thousand fathoms deep in a telegram to Sena-
{or Washburn, of Minnesota, shortly after the
adjournment of the Delaware Legislature in
| May. 1805. It is impossible to see how any
i honest Republican should hesitate about pre-
ferring an honest Democrat in the Senate to
such a political pirate.

SPEED IN RECREATION.

British admirers of sports have sometimes
<hown a stubborn conservatism in clinging to
mess grown methods which could hardly be
paralleled among other peoples. They have
been known to get together for three days in
succession to watch the progress of a single
ericket match, which limped forward with
morning and afternoon sessions of several nours
each, and with regular adjournments for the
| enjoyment of copious luncheons. In what sther

! nation would excitement loving spectators be
willing to wait so long for the issue of a contest
between a couple of teams of players? Ameri-
cans are proverbially impatient to reach de-
cislons without tedious delays, and a rattling
baseball game, if it is rushed through without
objurgations against the umpire, without brawl-
ing of any sort, and without taint of suspicion
of unfairness or lack of good faith or want of
skill on the part of the competing nines, will
always be popular in the United States.

The swift, glad rush of strife in the best of
amateur and even professional battles, with
everything honest and aboveboard, appeals Ir-
resistibly to the men and women, the boys and
girls, of this Republic in whose veins runs
warm blood. Two hours at fever heat are
better for the lookers-on at athletics and al-
most any form of sport than three days of
weary waiting at cricket, just as fifty vears of
Europe surpass a cycle of Cathay. Yankees
may not admire the acrid verse of Kipling,
who threw vitriol in the faces of certain gen-
tlemen in flannels, but they are extremely fond
of an impetuous fight for stainless sporting
honors in which the pace is bot from the start.
Americans of elean minds and clean lives de-
test prize fighting, cock fighting and wanton
killing of trapped pigeons for the promotion of
gambling; and they are not passionately
zealous over the coursing of tormented hares
in tournament stakes. But where can be found
a people that gives more generous favor to
high class sports, wholly free from blot and
smirch? But it is not to be expected that a
eraze for crickst as it is played in England
and Australa, with the stately deliberation of
the precession of the equinoxes, will ever
sweep over this hemisphere like the flood which
set Noah's ark afloat.

Moreover, it is a significant indication of the
present day urgency for quick results that even
| British writers on cricket are criticising sharp-
' 1y three-day sc’hedules for that form of recrea-
tion. This is the era of rapid expresses in
| sports as well as in many other things.

MONEY AND BUEFINESS. \
' A decided increase occurred in speculative ac-
| tivity, with an upward tendency in quotations.
2 As is always the case in a largely manipulated
| market, quotations reacted as suddenly and with
| as little logic as they advanced, finally develop-
ing more or less irregularity. Aside from a fair
investment demand produced by the distribu-
tion of February dividends, there was little evi-
dence of interest on the part of outsiders, who
have grown exceedingly cautious of unexplained
advancing prices. Operations on a margin were
encouraged by the pronounced ease of money,
yet hesitation was introduced into the financial
gituation by Treasury absorption of funds and
the certainty of an unfavorable bank statement.
Raflway earnings were fully maintained at their
record breaking rate, and the industrial securi-
ties received the support of a fiavorable legal de-
cision regarding the Steel Corporation. Net

changes for the week in the average of the sixty

active railways and the leading industrial and
traction stocks were comparatively gmall, but
there were noteworthy gains in 'the bond de-
partment.

Many consecutive weeks of increasing reserves
in the agsociated banks and the restoration of a
more rational ratio between loans and deposits
resulted in an abundance of money available at
easy terms, and produced much the strongest
finanecial situation that has been experienced of
late in the local market. Although February
disbursements surpassed all records for the
mor;th in precdding years, there was no strin-
gency through preparation for the payment of
over £00,000,000. A remarkably gratifying offi-
cial statement was 1ssued of the money in cir-
culation, gold certificates increasing over $30,-
000,000 during January and cffsetting other de-
clines sufficiently to provide an actual net in-
crease of flve cents per capita. Funds were
transferred from the interior, but ilght dishurse-
ments by the government and heavy customs

coliections in additlon to a payment of $8.000,000
on a Central Pacific rallroad note all combined
to make the Sub-Treasury a heavy creditor at
the Clearing House, and a large rise in loans
helped to reduce the surplus reserves of the asso-
ciated banks.

A year ago there was an outward flow of gold,
with rateg of exchange considerably higher than
now prevail. Yet the preceding months had
geen no such reckless borrowing on finance bills
as oocurred during the closing months of 1002,
In so far as the factor of borrowing abroad is
concerned, there exists good reason to ook for
speedy liquidation. Heavier foreign commerce
is exercising a neutralizing influence on the
situation, however. The opening of a ne'v menth
brought the maturity of considerable exchange
loans, and, instead of renewals, as a rule it was
found profitablg to settle these debts, owing to
pronounced ease in the local money market.
Fluctuations in foreign exchange have also
proved most unfortunate to the speculative ele-
ment, who operated on the assumption that
foreign lenders would endeavor to secure exports
of gold in settlement about this time. Instead, the
leading European banks issued good statements
and conditions are notably easy. Industrial
conditions abroad also reflect to some exterit the
unprecedented activity here.

Domestic business conditions show no indlca-
tion of reaction from the long continued period
of progress and prosperity. From all sections
of the country come reports of the same general
tenor, consumptive demand always equalling
and usually surpassing the corresponding period
in any preceding year. Erratic weather condi-
tions produced seasons of irregularity in many
lines, but deaiers have no accumulated stocks
to cause uneasiness, and jobbers raceive fre-
quent complaints that deliveries are not made
as desired. They i turn urge'more promptness
on the manufacturer, and finally all unite in

condemning the raliway freight situation. Every™

possible engine is in service, however, the trans-
porters finding no advantage in delaying move-
ment, but on the contrary they are undoubtedly
losing more or les3 business because of the miles
of stallad cars. A violent storm at the West
still further impeded progress of trains, and
by demoralizing the telegraphic service caused
further interruption. Prices of commodities are
well sustained by the wholesome demand.

While alarm has been expressed in some quar-
ters, it is doubtful whether there is any element
of danger in the shortage of flour. Stocks are far
from the famine point. and every large centre has
more or less milling capacity. Unquestionably
the principal interior and seaboard mills are not
receiving wheat in satisfactory quantity, yet
there is a steady export movement that would
not continue if the trade anticipated any diffi-
culty in securing necessary quantities of raw
material. Moderate advances in quotations are
to be expected, but sensational reports are not
warranted. Foreign crop news has added its
support, and, while corn fell abruptly from the
closing prices last month, there has been de-
cided recovery as supplies fail to expand. Con-
gidering the recent leve! of quotations, the heavy
outgo of corn shows very clearly that we have
nothing to fear from foreign competition in the
world’s markets this season. Raw materials of
the textile industries are in a very strong posi-
tion, with no excessive stocks.

Manufacturing plants in New-England are
producing on a large scale, with little interrup-
tion on fuel account and no labor controversies
of importance. Inquiries for cotton goods have
been =o large that print cloths and several other
lines secured material gains in quotations, and
fall openings of woollens are meeting with an
unexpectedly good demand. Similar conditions
exist at shoe sheps, shipments from Boston mak-
ing notable comparisons with earlier records,
and there is some reluctance about accepting
distant contracts, owing to the strong positicn of
leather. High leather, accompanied by a per-
sistent fall in hides, would appear contradictory
were it not for the simple explanation of low
grade hides now arriving. For another month
or more the take-off will be inferior. Iron and
steel branches of manufacture are still handi-
capped by the uncertain movement of coke.
At the ovens it is stated that all records of out-
put are being broken, yet most furnaces have
only sufficient fuel to keep going from day to
day.

The published results of researches made by
the Health Department, which prove that in
wmany drug stores costly medicaments are exten-
sively adulterated with cheap substitutes, may
tend to increase the number of votarles of faith
cures. The practice of *“substitution,” some-
thin: *“equally good,” In medicines, prepared
foods and potables, has been, unfortunately,
gaining ground, to the public detriment and in-
jury, in many places of late years.

A

Under Tammany rule New-York was an
earthly Paradise for the gay ‘“gambolier.” He
is not so merry now. His wrinkled front is
furrowed with deep lines of gloom.

————

What substantial pillars of ancient history
will the archa-ological excavators leave stand-
ing? Now they say that Romulus did not found
Rome and did not kill Remus: and they exhibit
the original pavement of the Via Sacra as one
indication that their diggings have reached a
sufficient groundwork. Was there ever a Tar-
quin, or a Numa Pompilius, or a Lars Porsena?
‘What can we cling to confidingly iu these days?

S CERISE

The Wagner heirs are still drawing royalties
~of more than $100,000 a yvear from the produc-
tion of the .operas of the Teutonic composer.
The musi¢c drama of Germany may not be quite
as lucrative as the telephone patents in Amer-
ica, but it seems to be well buttressed and forti-
fied financially. How much did Shakespeare get
for “Hamlet,” and what was paid to Milton for
“Paradlse TLo=t?" This i{s a generation of big

figures.
e

Certain householders in Park-ave. may be said
to be holding on almost by the skin of their
teeth to avold sliding into the subway. In their
unhappy plight they deserve not only the com-
miseration, but also the sympathy and sup-
port, of their fellow citizens, and plenty of
praise for their dauntless courage.

——

A Democratle Assemblyman from Kings
County is wasting his time in Albany in pre-
senting bills which have no chance of passage.
One of these proposes to do away with the death
penalty in this State. Another is intended to
protect faro banks and poolrooms from inter-
ference by policemen. There is no public senti-
ment in favor of such proceedings, and this
Brooklyn legislator is bringing criticism not only
upon himseif, but alzo upon the voters who sent
him to the capital.

R

The radical chanzes already made in the Po-
lice Department and thofe now {in progress
prove that the vigorous and efficient head of
that branch of the municipal service is no
friend of half-way measures. Enlightened pub-
lic opinion 18 heartily in favor of his methods.

cnbticeilipiii

Deputy Commissioner Piper of the Police De-
partment is to undertake a careful study of the
regulation of street traffic in London. He may
bring back some ideas of practical value for the
police guldance of the huge streams of vehicles
which move up and down in the narrow thor-
oughfares of this tight little island of ours. It
is generally admitted that the average “bobby”

in the biggest city of the world has a strong
grip on the handling of local traffic and the pre-

vention of blockades and long delays.
e

The torture by burglars of helpless victims
in efforts to compel the sufferers to disclose the
hiding places of money has becoms &0 fre-

quent and so revolting that legislatures ought
to amend the criminal laws in such Wways that
much more severe penalties would follow con-

victions in such cases.
R

What has become of the indictments and pro-
ceedings against certain men who were gen-
erally believed tc have had a protitable ring of
their own In furnishing supplies to the Fire De-
partment in the Scannell days? Little has been
heard recently of those efforts to bring before
the tribunals of justice the men who were 1S
pected of Irregular practices in those matters,
and against whom the grand jury found bills.
May not explanations be timely 7

PERSONAL.

Majer William Hancock Clark, eldest son of the
eldest son of Captain William Clark, of the Lewis
and C\ark expedition, will have an important part
in opwning the exposition at Portland in 185, He
is 2 resident of Washington. Major Clark has de-
voted himself to a study of the exptoration of
Tewis and Clark and the Incidents which led to
their overland trip to the Pacific Coast, and has
given to historians of recent days much informa-
tion which had been carefuily guarded In the fam-
ily annals.

Colonel “Sam' Steele, who commanded Strath-
cona’'s Horse in the late war In South Africa,
must have given many a shock to the tradition
steeped officers of the regular gervice. One day a
British officer complained to Steele that he met
Strathcona troapers who did not salute him,
“Why, confound them,” was the answer, “they
won't even salute me!" They say General Buller
was annoved at him, but soon got over it. Steele,
in his shirt sleeves and smoking his famous short
clay pipe. would sit at the door of his tent when
Buller and his staff came riding past. The first
time this happened everybody was petrified except
the gallant Canadian, who was quite at his ease.
“Well, General.” he sald, “anything doing to-
day?’ General Buller politery stated that nothing
“Well,” said Colonel

special was being done.

Steele, “I think you should send a bunch of the
boys off to the right there. The blankety blank
Boers are fiddling round over there ail right

enough.”
It was Colonel “Sam’ Stesle, too. who, being

invited by Lord Milner to Government at
Cape Town, declined the invitation on the ground
that “things of that kind weren't in his line.

A dispatch says that Verestchagin, the Russian
painter, is to sell his series of pictures of Napo-
leon's invasion of Russia to the Russian Govern-
ment. It says further that the palncer received a

much larger offer for them from an American, but
3 patrioti¢ reasons preferred that they remain in

f
lxssla.

Dr. Chareot, who is projecting a polar expedition,
is a son of the late Dr. Charcot who was famous
for the use of hypunotic suggestion in the treatment
of diseases. Last spring he made a three months’
trip, pushing as far as Jan Mayen Island. In the

expedition hée s now planning he intends to ‘pro-
ceod to Franz Josef Land. No French expedition
in that directlon has_been undertaken since Du-
mont @ Urville’s, in 18%6. and Dr. Charcot says it
is high time to repair this omission.

It was announced the other day that Admiral Sir
Henry Keppel, of the British navy, who is taking
a winter holiday in sunny climes, had arrived at
Singapore. Not many people born as long ago as
June 14, 1809, manage to get so far from home.
Sir Henry is the more to be congratulated on his
long and still active life in that he be%an it rather
fnauspiciously. It was supposed that he was dead
when he was born and préparations were made for
his burial, when a nurse discévered some signs of

lite,

THE TALE OF THE DATY.

A mammoth dove farm at Elysian Park, n
Southern California, is owned by one J. Y. Johnson,
who began five years ago with four hundred birds.
Now he has about twelve thousand. The squabs
bring from $2 to $3 a dozen. White doves predomi-
nate, and there is an effort to confine the mar-
ketable supply to white birds. From eight to ten
sacks of wheat and twenty of screenings are con-
sumed in a day.

THE SONG OF THE ANTI-KICKER.
Guess I been about as lazy as the clvil laws allow—

Know blame well I been as lazy as I could be
anyhow; 2
Never ;’iked t do th’ milkin’, never liked t' heft
a hoe,

Never liked to plough er harvest, never liked t
reap ner sSow;

Never was much good at nothin’ that my daddy
ut me at,

But F never been a kicker, an' I'm bloomin® glad
o' that.

I been called a triflin’ beggar, I been called a
shif'less slouch;

I been called some things that hurt me, but I
never hollered *“Ouch!™

T have réuled to do a heap o' things I started out
to do.

An' I've had my share o' heartache—yes, T've had
my share, fr true;

But my upper lip's kep’ stiffer'n any board ve

ever see, .
Fer [ never been a kicker, an’” I'm never goln® t’ be.
I've seen days when e¢louds was hangin® over

ev'rything in sight;
I'va seen times I wished t' goodness morning

wouldn't foller night;
I've felt kicked an’ snubbed an’ slighted—though

folks didn't mean it so,
An' I've had t' blink an’ swaller for £ make my

smiler go;
But T made it work, by ginger, and I'm thankful

for it still—
Fer I never been a beefer, an’ you bet I never will
T ltw,-enl vmtc:ét)f'n'r folks that hollered till they’'s pur-

ple in ace., .
Claimin’ that their nat'ral enemies was all th

haman race.
Kep' on noticin’, and purty soon their guess was

blame near right, :
Fer they al'ays was commingled in some sort o

en'ral fight. .
Thankful I don't see things that way, though I'm
not no haloed saint:
But % aevzr been a kicker, an’ I'm mighty glad
n

—(Baltimore American.

An Interesting relic has been found amid a lot of
¢1d lumber at the Palais Bonurbon. It is the throne
which Louis Philippe was wont to occupy when
he went there to open the sessions of Parliament.
It was thought that the throne had disappeared,
like that of the Tuileries, after the outbreak of the
revolution in 1848, but it has turned up, certainly
not the worse for wear, as it has never been used
since that date, and only requires a little dusting.

Dr. Bailey (looking at thermometer)—Humm! I

don’'t like your temperature.
Sick Student—Then why did you take i1t?—(Har-

vard Lampoon.

Mammoth squashes may have a determining
effect on the success of the no license campaign in
Scituate, Mass. The huge vegetables, covered
with appropriate inscriptions, are being distributed,
instead of campaign literature. Walter Scott
Harsub, liquor officer of the town, has fought the
illegal lquor sellers so hard that they want him
removed at the town meeting on March 2. Last
summer, when his squashes were yet small, he
scratched with a sharp nail various inscriptions
across each squash. The sap oozed out, and as
the vegetable grew, harden>d ‘nto raised letters.
The squashes attained the largest size ever seen
in Secituate. Some squashes are being sold. Others
are being given away to persoas whose sentiments
on the license question are thought to need chang-
ing. Among the piquancies are: “Hum takes the
shingles off the farmer's tarn and puts patches on
his pants” and “Whiskey grows weeds in the
farmers’ garden and cobwebs cn his brain.”

WHEN FATHER PAID THE BILLS.

How very pleasant life was then,
How merry went the world,

The work was done by other men,
And every turn was “girl’'d”;

The winters in the town weve gay,
The summer "mid the hills—

For life was one long holiday
When father paid the bili<.

Cigars from Cuba then I smoked,
My wines came o'er from France,
And, like Aladdin, T evoked
The best by nefromance:
The price of things I did not know,
Life held no petty ills—
But that, alas! was long ago,
When father paid the bilis.
—{(Brooklyn Life.

The schooner Monitor, of Gloucester, brought to
Boston the other day from the Grand Banks a ten
pound cod with the scars of the number “10™ just
behind the nape bone. The figures had evidently
been cut in by a fisherman, and were barely dis-
cernible. Captain John W. Collins, of the Fish
and Game Commission, is looking for the flsherman
in the Interests of science. Were the time of mark-
ing known, an estimate of the growth of the fish
could be made, while information as to the place
of taking might furnish interesting facts bearing
on the migratory habits of the cod. The United
States, as well as foreign governments, has quite
recently released cod after attaching metal checks
for the purpose of identification later.

‘Blobbs—\\'lnag is fond of using obsolete expres-
sions.

Slotl T« that so?
Blobbs-— ‘es. he told me yesterday he was com-
ing around to haul me over the coals, hiia-

delphia Record.

LONDON DRAJA.

Musical vMelodrmna and a Good Deal

More—As to Shakespeare.

London, January 21,

The undiminished popularity of musical
comedy has suggested an Interesting experi-
ment in musical melodrama. Miss Julia Neil-
son, being an accomplished musician with =a
well trained, melodious voice, as well as a versa-
tile actresa possessing emotional power and per-
sonal charm, has naturally associated herse!f
with this attempt to combine tuneful music with
romafitic drama; and the Shaftesbury Theatre,
with its large auditorium, is well adapted to the
requirements of concentrated llumination, artis-
tic arrangement of draperies, spirited choruses
an | picturesque d. nces and sustained orchestra-
tion. “For Sword or Song” is nominally “a
mucic play,” written by Mr. Robert Georgs
Legge, staged by Mr. Louls Calvert and provided
by Mr. Raymond Roze with a musical score,
The plot, with its melancholy count lamenting
the loss of a daughter, who has been brought up
by gypsies and has fallen in love with another
wanderer of noble birth, contains unmistakabla
reminiscences of “The Bohemian Girl”; but the
music is less melodious than Balfe's, and sub-
stitutes for sustained opera Hungarian marches
and dance measures, merry gypsy choruses re-
flective arias and impassioned songs from threa
or four of the principal players, weird passages
for elves and discontented spirits, and descrip-
tive interludes and incidental orchestral nun-
bers. Since the music, with its vague rem-
iniscences of Liszt's fantasies and Wagner's
“Lohengrin,” is not an Incidental acecessory for
filling pauses in the action, but an integral ele-
ment of the play, a close approach Is made tn
opera. There are, however, no effective comedy
passages, and a romantic story is told without a
suggestion of farce or burlesque; and a distinct
theme, which readily admits of musical inter-
pretation, is illustrated not only by the byrplay
and action of the characters, but alse by sym-
bolic representations of good and evil spirits,
touches of pantomime and glimpses of fairyland,

The theme of this poetical musical drama i3
the confiict between sword and song, in which
all that induces strife, whether In nature or in
the human heart, “subserves the eternal har-
monies.” This is one of the mystic sayings of
the prologue, which follows the orchestral prels
ude and a tableau of white robed spirits be-
stowing artistic gifts upon the child Vladimir,
whose stern, proud spirited father, Count Tiva.
dar, has faith In his relentless Magyar sword.
The meaning of prologue and symbolism is
gradually revealed in the course of three acts,
and the spectators are not left In doubt at tha
final fall of the curtain that chivalry, love and
honor are mnot necessarily assoclated with
strenuous warfare, but are compatible with
gentle manners, artistic refinement and the soft
graces of life. The symbolism Is less effec-
tive than the romantic story itseif in interpret-
ing the theme. In addition to the opening tab-
leau, there are visions of good and evil spirits
midway in the play, the genius of Music, with
her attendant graces, appearing in shining ap-
parel, with long trumpets, and singing with
ecstatic faces under concentrated light, and the
discontented devils grovelling in bearskins and
revelling in a sickly greenish yellow glare. Tha
fairy music and hymns and choruses for spirits,
goo and malevolent, are more helpful in vary-
ing the orchestral numbers than in illustrating
the general theme. Mr. Gordon Craig’'s draper-
fes and colored fires offer, however, glowing
spectacular effects, and the three set scenes, tha
hall of an Hungarian castle, 2 high plateau ir the
mountains and a forest glade on the edge of the
sea, are admirable stage pictures.

The story of this romantic play is clearly told.
The youthful Viadimir (Miss Neilson) during his
father’s absence has invited a troop of gypsles
to the castle to entertain some of his humble
dependents; and his eyes are fascinated by the
lissome figure of Zara (Miss Gertrude Bibby),
who dances while one of her companions sings
a barytone air. Zara is, of course, the Arline
of the Hungarian drama. She was stolen by
the gypsies from her father, Count Andros (Mr,
James Fernandez), an enemy of Viadimir's Mag-
var father, and is beloved by the leader of tha
band, Mirska (Mr. Louis Calvert) Viadimir
turns toward her when he sings, “Love is the
soul of Life, and Music the roul of Love™; and
Mirska frowns as he instinctively perceives tha
coming rival. The frolic is brought to an end
when Count Tivadar (Mr. Fred Terry) appears
at the head of the staircase and orders the gyp~
sies to be whipped out of the castle; and he re-
proaches, curses and barishes his enly son when
Viadimir refuses to take up the sword and to
renounce his love of music. In the second act
Viadimir {s admitted to full membership in the
band of gypsies at their home in the moun-
tains, and his loyalty iIs subjected by Mirska to
an extreme test—that of being the exescutloner of
his own father, who has been taken prisonet
and condemned to death. Viadimir feigns ac-
céptance of the mission of vengeance, but with
the help of Zara secures his father’s release dur-
ing a riotous scene of revelry, and escapes with
his confederate while the gypsies are drinking
and dancing. Count Tivadar in the third act
meets his enemy, Count Andros, in the forest,
is mortally wounded in a dagger duel, and dies
in the arms of his son, his last request being
for the song, “Love is the soul of Life.”

The audlence on the first night was well
pleased with this entertainment. The acting
justified public favor, for the play had been
carefully rehearsed, the gypsies were {ree and
natural in movement, Miss Neilson sang with
exquisite taste and delicacy, and Mr. Fred Terry
was unusually vigorous and effective as the
picturesque champion of the sword. There were
many tuneful numbers in the score, and tha
music was not without charm and fascination,
the Tzigane chorusges and frenzied dance meas-
ure at the close of the second act being full of
vivacity. Seldom has a new play in London
met with so enthusiastic a reception; yet well
seasoned critlcs are not prepared to conced?
tkat it is anything more than an interesting ex-
periment. There were, perhaps, too many egss
in a single basket. Romantic drama, operd.
pantomime, masque, allegory. symbolism, su-
pernatural effects and poetic text made an in-
congruous combination of elements for a stas®
performance. It lacked simplicity and unity,
and had apparently been stage managed by too
many hands. Many passazes of the text, mors-
over, were turgid, and the music, w hile melo-
dious. lacked aignity and brilliancy. “For Sword
or Song” is destined to make a permanent lm-
pression; but playwrights and composers will
wateh its career wiih keen curfosity.

One or two of the dramatic critics have mad®
the discovery that “The Merry Wives of
Windsor” is a poor play, which would have

been promptly rejected if offered to the
Londont managers as a new work. Thes®
bored and dyspeptic censers neglect to juse
tify their contemptuous opinion eof Shake=
speare by comparisous with carrent literi=

ture of the stage. “The Merry Wives of Wind-
sor” is a roistering farce in which extravagant
and ludicrous effects are prodvced by distor-
tion of incidents, and :t belongs to a class of
playwriting which has steadlly degenerated
through vulgar and inartistic treatment during
recent years. When it is compared with the
tnane farces which have recently been staged
at the Avenue and other London theatres 19
superiority from every point of view L-fsc.)zxxes
apparent. Current farces based upon mistaken
fdentity, matrimonial infelicity and humors of
the servants’ hall are conspicuous for slightness
of. thought, faintness of characterization a

lné‘k of genuine comic spirit. One has only to
go to His Majesty’'s Theatre in order to be con«
vinced that these inane works are entirely “out~



