
Mm. Theron <? Btranc gives a luncheon to-d,iy

al her hons^ hi EaM Sixty-fifth-st for MtM Helen
Talhot. whose engasemeni M her sob, I
Strong, was announced th.- other day.

Colonel and Mrs loan Jacob Aatoc leave town

to-day for Pabn Bcacb. Colonel Astor will ratava
toward the middle of next month, but Mrs. Astoria
n"t expected bn< it in town bafoTC Baater.

Colonel and Mrs. Oeorge R. Dyer are r<- eivtauj

congratahUkma oti the l>irth of a son at tbatff
hou^e In East Thirtv-ninth-st. Mrs. Dyer w.ih

Miss Oiaca Scott and is the gfaokUaaghteT of
w. i.-r S. Chnrnoe, while Colonel Dyer is th«

brother <-f EStsha Dyer, jr.

Mrs. Richard B. Dana leave? town to-day for

San Antonio. Tex., to visit her son. David S.

l>an:i at bis ranch, and afterward aaininailllia
With bun to Mexico. She will r-turn to New-
York early in April.

To-night the last dance of the series known

as the Wednesday Cotillon takes place at Del-

monico's. At Baltimore the marriage of Sidney

Lclghton Smith, of this city, to Miss Winifred
Dinning, takes place at Mount Calvary Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Rutherfurd Stuyvesant will give

a large dinner, followed by a musical, at Sherrya*

to-night.

Dinners were K'.ven last night by Mr. and Mrs.

Jarrea L Brcese. at their house ba West Sixteenth-

st for their nice. Miss Anno Parsons BreCSC;

by Mrs W So-jraid Webb, at No. « Fifth-aye.;

Mr* Jules A. Monlant. at No. C>> West Forty-

ninth-st.: Mrs-. Pembroke Jones, at No. D West

Fifty-flrst-st. and a men's dinner by lUbiMge I-

Gerry at his house in East Sixty-first-st. Mn
Charles Fred, ri.-k Hoffman, jr.. sntartatasd a

party at tancneoa at her hou.-o m Weal Fifty-tirst-

ct \mong the c»i:l parties, which are becoming

more nnd more numerous with the approach ot

Lent, v.rre UMSfI of >•» Kdward lyraan Short

and Mrs J. Henry Alexandra

Several musicals figured on the calendar for yes-

terday, the most notable being that given by Mrs.

Frederick Bell, of Morristown. N. J.. at the Wal-
dorf-Astoria, at which several of the artists from

the Metropolitan Opera House sang. It was pre-

ceded by a -arse dinner. Mrs. L. Baylies likewise

had a musical last night at her house in East

Seventy-first-st.. while earlier in the day Miss

Leary had her usual Tuesday afternoon reception

with music at ler house in Flfth-ave.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.

Although on the Continent of Europe, and also

down South, especially at New-Orleans, the last

week before Lent Is Invariably the gayest of the

season and given up to dancing, here in New-York

it is usually the dullest. It Is only after Ash
Wednesday that there will be a revival of social
activity, which will take the form of those Lenten
diversions which render the penitential period In

New-York, with Its innumerable small entertain-
ments and Its absence of more elaborate affairs,

one of the most agreeable of the entire year.

The only large dance set for last night was that
on board the New-Hampshire, lyingoffEast Twen-
ty-fourth-st.. given by the members of the Ist

Battalion of the Naval Militia. The spar deck,

where the dancins took place, was most pict-

uresquely decorated with bunting, palms and flow-

ers and the music was provided by a string or-
chestra, while the battalion's own band played

throughout the supper, which was served on the

gun deck. Mrs. 11. UvingSton Satterlee. Mrs. Hll-

bcrr.e Roosevelt, Mrs. Stephen Peabody. Mrs. W.

Butler Duncan, jr.. and Mrs. Stephen H. P. Pell

were among the p^nesses of the affair who
helped to receive the guests.

NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.
Washington. Feb. 17 (Special)— Senator and Mrs.

Hanna save a dinner to-night in honor of Speaker

and Mrs Henderson. Invited to meet them were

the Secretary of the Treasury and Mrs. Shaw, Sen-

ator and Mrs. Dryden. Senator and Mrs. Burrow.-.

Mr and Mrs. Thomas F. Walsh. Mr. and Mrs.

James R. Oarneld. the Secretary of the Senate an.l

Mrs Bennett. Mr. and Mr«. William R. Merriam.

Sunreon General and Mrs. Rixey, Mr. and Mr..

Perry S. Heath and Miss Phelps.

The Paymaster General of tnc army and Mrs.

Bates cave a dinner to-night. Their guests were

Admiral and Mrs. De.wey, Mrs:. Garret A. Hobart.

Mr and Mrs. John W. Foster. Mr. and Mrs. George

Bradley Lothr.op. Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Spauli-

bur. Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Curtis. Representative and

Mrs. Dalzell. Mrs. Audendried, Senator and Miss
Kean. Mrs. Wallach, Senator -iale and Admiral
KGeSeral and Mrs. Seamy, of Sew-Toa* who

C°l?na?o'r'aS aJE?;. l?C?r'«?! l°S,r .-".«.
Their Kuesta were the Brito i Ambassador and
Lady Herbert Senator and Mrs. Wetmore. ,
and Mrs. Holmes. General and Mrs Drape/ .Mr
nn Mn. Henley Smith. Mrs. Water Mrs. N

Anderson Mrs William K. Bailey, daughter of the

host and hostess; Mr. Boardman, Representative

Morrell and M. A. Henry, of Detroit.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.

Washington. Feb. IT (Special).-Tl.e Russian Am-

bassador hi suffering from the grip, ami lias not

yet moved from the I-st. house, though Count*?*

Cassini and her guests took possession of the. new

embassy yesterday morning. The lease of the old

embassy does not expire, until May 1. but the am-

biwador desired to move into the new house before

the Pavlow-Des PhMKPMB wedding, as It Is larger

and more, commodious in every way. Alexander
Pavlow. the Russian Minister to Corea. and Gabriel
r>es Planqnes arrived at the Russian Kmbassy to-

day.
Itis understood that the Berlin Foreign (Met

will soon announce the appointment of a n-w first
secretary of embassy here to succeed Count yon

Qnadt. who baa received leave of absence, and will

sail for home with bis family on February -4. In

recognition of his services here Hl'f^P^*^Emperor William will promote Count yon Quadt
to a more important post.

THE CABINET.
Washington. Feb. IT (Special).-Mrs. Knox will r<»

to Palm Beach tho l;ittcr pnrt vt the week. ;"';
"'

will he .-.rrornpame.l by Miss Johnson and HurU
Knox. Mrs. Kriox. white-...the need \u25a0\u25a0'

a rest, and the trip South has been planned for

thai !un Kf>
-

Mrs. .;,.,„\u25a0;. H. Cortelyoo, wife of the latent a<T-

(.lltiou to the Cabinet, has made many friend* in

her live yean residence her..-. Before Her marrta^

she was Miss LilyM Hinds, daughter of Or. John

Hinds; president of the Ueaßpstead Institute, of

New-York. The family consists of three boys and
a baby girt The. secretary has a pliant home

on Capitol Hill. Mrs. Corttlyou Is a bright and

pleasing: woman.
The dispatch boat Dolphin left the Washington

Navy Yard to-.lay for Norfolk to undergo

slight repairs, preparatory to awktng a ern^ In

the West Indies with Secretary Moody and pos^U'iy

a friend or two as passengers.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
Washlnston. Feb. IT <So-ial).-Mn». Kooscvelt.

f1,,0mr,,ni.-: bj her BJaMJ went to Fhilad.iphU thfaj
afternoon^ and will return to-morrow. She will \»:

the s:iest or Mrs. John William Brock, who srive*

a dinner In her honor to-night and a '"- party at

the opera.

As •\u0084 <;}\u25a0•• details of the city administration
the message speaks for itself. We may note,

bov.pvi r. that for an increased interest <-b:«rpe

of only ?\-J«i,214 3S the city is securing $29,-

OOQ.OOO worth of public Improvements of the
p«ajkßSi importance. Ifthe reform in the sink-
iii« fund goes throuph. the city willbe "laced
In ail «\c«'ll«'nt financial situation. A vast

mount of work has been done by the Law De-

partment 1:1 defending the city ajralnst claims
and in <-..!l^<tinc old debt-;. Tin- Mayor pays a

deserved tribute to Colonel Partridge for break-
ing up OK -red lizlitdistrict*' and tbe "cadet
system" and briii^'iii? up the depleted force to

it's le^al limit on Civil Service reform prin-

ciples. He discusses the proposed lengthening

of tbe Police Commissioner's term to fourteen

year*, and riplitly declares tLat it would too

nmeb remove the police from any accountabil-

ity. Not only are 6teps beln? taken In the

Water Department to Increase the water sup-

ply. but also to stop the enormous waste which

threatens to make any supply inadequate
A nio^t significant exhibition of Tammany

(r«vernui«ui is given in "'\u2666' table phowliis that

In tbe jrrowinp Borouprb of Manhattan tbe cart-

Io5<!s"o? fßCfjage collected fell off from ISI«CS2
under Mayor Stronz i" JSO7 to 104,317 in

IK3S. to 1T&965 in iSm, and under Commissioner
Woodbury In 1302 increased to 205.691. That

TEE ifATOH'S MESSAGE.
Mayor Lav yfpterday sent to the Board of

Aldermen ih«* second instalment of his niossacc

It<I*t,l* -with finance, the Law, Tolic-e, Water
Supply, Street Cleaning and Bridge depart-

ments. The conviction enforced by the- discas-
*=ion of the work of all those departments is
that tb*» problems of city government are at
lapt twin? dealt within.an enlightened and pro-
jrroFsive spirit worthy of a civilized city. There
arc. as the Major pecs, many things to be de-
*iral,but everywhere is evidence of intelligent

effort to accomplish larce benefits to the people

•wnore formerly officials were content with a

routine performance of duty, even when they

consented to do honest duty instead of misusing
tbeir trust. Carrying: out an Intelligent policy

«if this kind is not tbe work of a year or two
years, and Mayor Ix)w«upßest« that the Mayor's

term fbould be changed so that after 1906. or

with the end of naal terra to be filled next fall,
It mill be four years. Itwas a jrreat misfortune
that tbe term was changed in 1001. Otherwise
ihere njipht have T>eon a fair chance for the
present administration 10 overcome the effects
of four imam of Tammany misrule before hay-

in? it*work finally judged.

Nbdd—Old man. 1 really believe you have stopped
your worrying. What brought about the change?

Tod.i (cheerfully)—My lrot>t>l*a are more real than
"they ueeiito be.— (Life.

"The Artieitz Markt Correspondent." a Saxon
trade paper of much authority, snys that as a
type of the depressed Industrial condition of
Germany the situation at Chemnitz, \u25a0 noted centre
of machinery manufacture, where 17,000 men are
ordinarily employed, may serve, as an example.
Of this largo, number only a small proportion
can now lind work, and it Is stated as a further
evidence of depression that of those employed
all but a few work only eight hours a day. In
many establishments men are employed only as
orders .ire received, and this uncertainty has
caused tt.- average earnings of operators who
formerly received an much as IS or 25 marks a
week to fall as low as 12 marks, and even leas.
The Journal says it is not alone the Saxon in-
dustries which are. thus prostrated, but in the
Rhino and Westphalia centres of production the
same conditions prevail. Everywhere there are
constant dismissals of workmen and reduction
of the hours of work.

Mrs. Smith— missed you bo much at our
party!

Mrs. Jones- And Iwa.s so vexed when Icouldn't
come! You see, our cook had company unexpect-
edly, and she needed us to fill out the card tables.
—(Detroit Journal. ,

To broaden the field of feminine occupation is
evidently an.active principle in Seattle, where two
women burglars have Just robbed Inher own house
one. of their own sex. carrying off $2,000 and odd
trinketry, and so ably squaring the local police

that so far no trace of th« m ha.» been discovered.
Westward th« star of female enterprise takes its
way; though, as it has now got to the limit of the
continent. it will probably allay its glowing axle
in the Pacific .waters and take a re.st, which it
needs almost as urgently as the public.

The physicians were holding a consultation be-
side th« cot of the man .supposed to h;iv« appendi-
citis concealed about his person.
"Ibelieve," said one of the surgeons, "that wo

should wait and let him get stronger before cutting
into him."

Before the other prospective operators could re-
plj Hi- patient turned his head and remarked
feebly:

"What iio you take me for—a cheese?"—(Balti-
more American.

While Prance is aghast at the Increasing ravages

of alcoholism among all classes of the. population,

and in spite of tbe official report of tho Academy
of .Medicine, acting under th--> direction of the
Minister of the Interior, containing a list of the
poisonous es?ences used in the manufacture of
Uquettrßj M. I>uclaux, a director of the Pasteur
Institute, comes out with an article favoring the
alimentary properties of alcohol, and saying that
a litre of wine or twelve or fifteen liqueur glasses
of spirits drunk daily are beneficial, rather than
injurious. So tho Gallic doctors disagree, and the
nation ntaanwhile wonders why its population is
stationary or dlminlshiiiK.

A COCKNEY OMAR.
Omar is gone., and so is many more

As took their pleasure underneath th« sun;

Imay 'aw followed likewise, friend, before
You read this verse— before the verse is done.

Now. Omar was a man that understood.
And did not grouse, but saw the truth of life.

And saw full well that simple things are good.
As friends, and "ealth, a glass of wine, a wife.

So Imust 'old that Fitz, who loved 'Ira welL
Done Mm a wrong, for Ido not believe

You ought to think the "ome, In w'ich you dwell
An "iding place you'llshortly 'aye to leava.

It do not "arppen; days may 'old a lot.
And any moment bring a change of luck;

With this "ere blueing everything you've got
Inone wild spree Iwillnot 'aye no truck.

Omar was right, my friend, and co am I:
Lifemust be livnd, and moneys made to spend.

G<> slow on Joy, and, knowing you must die*
Do not require »he parish at the end.

—(London Express.

It is just 122 yrars since the first lifeboat wns
launched. Lionel Lukfn, a coach bulkier, of Long
Acre, was the Inventor.
'One hundred years ago there were thirty life-

boatP stationed on the different coasts of Britain.
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution was

founded In 183*. Since that day it has saved forty-

four thousand persona from watery graves. In1819
a lifeboat capsized on tbe Herd Sands, and twenty

out of a crow of twenty-fou- wore drowned.
This accident caused the. Duke of Northumber-

land to offer 100 guineas for the best lifeboat sub-
mitted in opon competition. James Reechlr.g, of
Great Yarmouth, won the prize.

In iW, and again in ISS7. prizes for tho bf-st life-

boat wore offered: but it seems impossible ever
to design a boat capable of withstanding all the
risks of a tempestuous se;i.

\t -i small wayside station a woman gave, up a
ticket and a half for herself ami a. lubberly son.
Saiit the collector, thouchtfullv: "A bit big tor halt
a tirket. ain't be?" "Maybe he Is," said the wom-
an, with iprompt directness, "but ho wnsn't when
he left home. Yours is a tOow line.*'—(London
Globe.

The policy of Western educators regarding the
Rhodes scholarships has been decided upon. Young-

men, to be eligible, must 1v? at least twenty-four
years old, unmarried, and not less than juniors

in college, according to th- decision of the repre-
sentatives of twenty-four "Western universities.
Dr. George 11. Parkin, representing the Rhodes
fund, wa:* present at the meeting of th» educators
which was held at the University of Chicago re-
cently.

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

The head of the Police Department 1? scraping

off the barnacles -which have so long interfered
with the progress of the force. He is a strong

man who is tearing to shreds the red tape of

Mulberry Street, while he carefully observes the
provisions of the lawn.

The after-coffee orator la In livelier demand
in Manhattan this winter than ever before.

Who can recall a season in which there were so

many dinners of associations and fraternities,

and in which wit and wisdom over the cigars

were in so eager request?

Are the electrical engineers who put the third

rail system on the elevated lines proud of their
work ?

When the returns ore all in it may appear

that this last storm has left a little more snow
in a few places north of Mason and Dlxon's
line than has fallen at any time before during

the present winter. In spots, too, perhaps the
thermometer willread a trifle lower. The most

notable feature of the latest meteorological

demonstration, though, la the wide area af-

fected. The South has come In for an excep-

tional amount of rain end snow, and freezing
temperatures have extended almost to the Gulf
coast. Whether the orange groves of Florida
have suffered as they have in other winters re-
mains to be seen, but if they escape a fatal
blight their owners willbe fortunate.

History repeated itself yesterday. On Feb-
ruary 17, 1902, the rity was burled under deep

snow, street and railway traffic was badly crip-

pled, and passengers on Long Island and New-
Jersey trains were imprisoned for hours while

on their way to New-York

The resignation of Mr. ;t. Clair McKelway,

Editor of "The Brooklyn KaKlc." from the Btat<

Board of Regents will be widely regretted. Af-

ter twenty years of active, sagacious and loyal

service In that rapacity, Mr. McKelway la con-
strained to retire solely because a recent Illness,

though he has happily recovered, has warned
him that he must hereafter devote less time and
Btrengtb to labors outside of his newspaper of-

fice. His colleague^, who urged him to recon-
sider his decision if he conscientiously could,

will greatly mips him. nnd the public loss Is

serious. But it is gratifying: to know thai
through bis journal he willcontinue to be a wise

counsellor in all matters relating to the schools.

Prospects are encouraging that the Empire

Slite may ere lonpbe foremost among the com-
monwealths of the Union In the making of Rood
roads, as in many other lines of progress and

development.

is now reqiolfed by the oldrr system. If type-

written "copy" could bo turned out nt the rnto

of fifty thousand words as hour, that would bo

a different matter. -/_

IN ALABAMA.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The l»emoorri!!c Coagrv*sm*n of Atibam*
are boasttns that they secured the large*! appropri-

ation ever obtained for the £tate from t!><? cattoivit
Kovernment last year, and now they want more.

The Democrats of Alabama have prictioally dis-

franchised the negroes* cutting down the vcttr<

str.nKtti of the State nearly ope-half, which I*n»

direct violation «f the national ,™ieUerU
tl-ey have started t,> secure ihe remo* ,*l»t * «er"
umt-ehotdt-ra who have stood by the Ke.u.WK-an a l-

minlstratlon. In tbe government jW"** t̂hem-ai'proprlations to Coi-.Kressmen who «W*^^
asalnst the constitution' I*» {T^J^JS

he placed on national law breaking. .^J-VJ^JSSUwcoosUtutlun and allow 'he nesre to \o.e *
r^^

mil t<> a redaction In appropriations un.y '-^p
"

ta
r>wisht.5ht. Ala.. Feb. 1?. iM

*"
j.

It seems to me. and undoubtedly a. c:v«?at mar.>»
Americans are of my opinion, that his action Is un-
patriotic, and— to say t^e Jeust-not .•.ilcti'ate.l tn
Impress t!-..\u25a0 Cubans or the Spaniards, the ver\-

people we \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•-k to placate; with the idea that ne i*
.i representative American. fVnrless amt true, a'

becomes the high office he fill.-*: but. on th»> con-
trary; It stamps him as »no belonging to tr.at c.•\u25a0-«
of sb-i-alleii diplomats who cringe :vrt cower le^i
they offend some oi>\ un.l turn ar.l shitt their po«-
cies with each chansre ot tN- wind. This b rot i;\

keeping with the spirit of Americanism infuse.! in:>

modern diplomacy l-y tbe stt-rlins; integrity n::l
marly atralßhtforwaninesa Of John Hay, ;«r>d it »
supremely ridiculous that hhf

> should clv<? sin w
reason for refusing to attend the ceremonies irj
honor of the American <len<l tba! he vns «fr»M
of offending the representative* of a (OKtea rojror.
We hail no fear uf offendlns them m tSSX and '">
right minded Spani.irJ-an.l Iknow tots Of;»b«n •
would over ink'- itmhrasc at the American MlnWt-'^
layina » wreath on the hull ot tlio ve^.-l
in which the American sMi!nrs lost the*r .fives.

West Point. N. V.. Feb. ttt. UXC, AMERICAN-

Sir: Ihope you willpermit me to use your r*!o
umns to enter a protest against the. action of tM
American Minister to Cuba in declining an inviti-
tion to take part or be present at the merncri.i!
exercises la memory of the American sailors wtta
lost their lives In the destruction of oar batt!esMr>.
the Maine, live years ago in Havana llarbcr. AS

stated in ycur Sunday edition, hi a dispatch iron
Havana, dated February 14. Mr. Sa«i«rs took tii.s
ground that "while such exercises were appro-
priate and proper in themselves, the possibility oj

Kivins olfence to those who were now friends of th'i

United States by \u25a0-""
-

up the memories of .tV"»
past ahoald be avoided." As this is published tl^t1^
your paper. Iconclude, of course, that he is cor-
rectly reported.

Sir: Your editorial this morning relative to street
signs was very just, but not strong enough in its
criticism of the absurd truncated, triangular signs.
It.'s difficult to understand how any one with evert
a moderate degTee of intelligence could nave advo-
cated or indorsed this ridiculous device. The inter-
section of two streets requires a sign which -w:U
indicate the street approached from either direc-
tion. This the triangular sign fails to do. tnousH
a feeble attempt has been made to correct tba
trouble in some cases by ins-cribia? the name •\u25a0>?
one of the streets in small letters disposed Japi"-
ese fashion on the small, truncated surface of trnr
triangle. Two triangular signs at each UUUMCtton
are needed to do the work which could bettrr !l«
done by one square si^n.

The additional facility with which the trianp'ila^
sign can be read when approached in the street 19
entirely unnecessary, except in the caso of a \^;r
near-sijrhted person, while the pedestrian on taa
sidewalk finds it difficult to read unless he walk*
close to the curb. Itrust that you willuse yo«r in-

fluence to stop the spread of this absurd derw.
New-York, Feb. 12. 1903. M. P. 3.

MR. SQUIRES AND THE MAINE.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

STREET SIGNS AGAIN.
Tr> the Editor of The Tribune.

A SOCIOLOGICAL OPPORTUNITY.
To the Editor of The Tribune..

Sir: The article in to-day's Tribune entitled "A.
Scheme of Practical Benevolence" ought to com-
mend itself to the judgment of many rich men.
ItIs a long step In the r:sht direction, and M

doubt there are very many people who are readr
to accept the conditions outlined. It would not

be necessary to look among immigrants for fami-

lies who would be willingand quite ready to

take advantage of such an opportunity. There are
thousands that need only a chance to get a start
In order to make life a happy success.

The weak spot in The Tribune scheme is the man-
ager with his salary of yi7,00-> for two years. Wit^
one half of that salary the chance of success
might be better. ,
Ibelieve so thoroughly in the success of suet

a colony when properly launched that Iam wlUnff
to volunteer to John It as one of the privates.
Iam a graduate of Princeton, a teacher of ex-
perience, have a good knowledge of farming. an<»
like the experience that such a colony wouui
pass through on Its way to sucr-es.'. ,,V11...

H.
' . TnuUtlb

Red Bank. X. J.. Feb. W. IKB.

MR. HEWITT INTERESTED TO THE LAST.
To th- Editor Of The Tribi:ne.

Sir: At the time when the State and the city of
New-York, by its several departments, wre peti-

tioning Congress on behalf of the Harlem KIWI
improvement. Mr. .V ram \u25a0 Hewitt, then member

of the House of Representatives, placed tn Con-
gress a memorial for this project representing over
J750.000.000 nt active commercial capital, including

most of the steamship companies doing business

at the port of New-York.
At the recent anniversary— eighty-sixth •"!

the writer's birth and 'he twenty-sixth of the In-
ception of the Harlem Canal project—together witri

letters of congratulation from President Roosevelt.
Governor Odell. 'Mayor Low and m-i-v orhers of
prominence m Congress or in commercial lite. on»>
was received from Mr. Hewitt, the language «C
which indicates the interest in our country's com-
mercial weal, which he -naintained to the last.

CHARLES STOUOHTON.
New-York. Feb. 10, 1903.

LETTER.)

Mr. A. ft Hewitt regrets that itwillnot be B«aaf«
Me for him to accept the invitation of Mr. Charloa
Stoughton to join in the celebration of his eighty-
sixth birthday on Friday evening next, but Mr.

Hewitt tenders his hearty congratulations, and
especially because Mr. Stoughton has lived to wit-
ness the partial completion of the Harletn Rlv»-
Improvement, which owes, its construction to tl--^t1--^
Indefatigable efforts of Mr. Stoagbtoo continue*
for so many years.

New-York. Oct. 15. 1902.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Profe?«=or Mommsen. who i<» about ei£htr-?!x
ypars old. almost lest Mihair on January 'J5 o^ln?
to holdinga candle too near his head -while search-
in* on a ladder for a bock on th» topmost shell of
his library. His face was considerably scorch"!
and his long, white locks were partly consumed.

MOMMSEN SLIGHTLY INJURED.

Berlin. Feb. 17.—Professor Momnwn, the his-
torian, was knocked down by a cab on the Fried-
richstrasse this afternoon ami sustained a slight
Injury 'in the bark of the head, but he was able to
get home without assistance.

F. K. STURGIS REMEMBERS FIREMEN.
Fire Commissioner Thomas Rtursria yesterday re-

ceived a letter from Mi brother. F. K. Eturgia. o?
No. IWaal Thirty-sixth-st.. inclosing $!•» for rh«»
Fire Department Relief Fund, and hlgVy com-
mending the work of the firemen nt th<» fire at hi*
home Sunday evening-. FT" HaId the men showed
efficiency, care, and consideration, and that tht
damaee wax moderate. The fire occurred at a din-
ner party Mr and Mr-. Sturgis were gv-.-ing to

friends.

C. A. GARDINER SWORN AS REGENT.

'"•liarl"« A Gardiner, who was recently appoint^
regent of the. University of the 3tat« of New-York.
was sworn before Ji::<tic<! Truas yesterday in the
Supreme Court.

NEW FRENCH ATTACHE HERE.
Pari-t, '<•'' \u25a0:\u25a0 17.— The r"i>r«M2n

'
to-day -<•*•

nounce-1 the Ht;potntnif:it of tho Vicomte Je Cham-
brtin to &c an attachO of IN- French Embassy at
Washington. He is a rreat-srusirtson of I.af.iyette.

wa.t V.'.r repre**ntattvc ot the Lafayette famirj at

the. RochaiabVau ceremonies, ami 1.4 a brother of
the Marquis r!e Chaßlbrtrr^ a m»m'cer of th<; Cham-
ber of I'eputlcs. who if* the rar.klnic repmeotattva
of the family. TTm" vk-ornte willnal! for Kew-Torlc
nn .March 7. O-xirm t<» tli« re-erit death of M*
mother, the yen» rabl^ marqir.se. who was then tio
head or th" family, the vicozntc !s in mourning.

CHOSEN TO NAME CRUISE".

\u25a0 r.inw-
. \u25a0 il.

4

y-

In view of the obvious merits of this system
one may wonder why it has not been adopted
by government! or corporations which carry on
telegraphic aervice. A moment's consideration,
though, reveals a serious drawback to it. After
the comparatively trifling delay in making tbe
record visible, the niess.iges mnsl be written
out by hand or machine. That Ktr!|> Of paper
cannot be sent to newspapers or commercial
patrons. It must be deciphered, and th<> trans-

lation must l>e conveyed t-i stationery. This
kind of work would consume just as mnca
time, in proportion to Lbs uuuibej of words, us

So far as their transmitting mechanism is con-
cerned, Herren Pollaic and Virag nhow little
originality. They use a strip of paper pre-
viously punched with holes representing dots
and dashes, just as several other inventors do.
The most novel feature of their system is the

method of receiving. The incoming electric im-

pulses cause a thin strip of metal, resembling

a telephone diaphragm, to vibrate and thus
move a tiny mirror attached thereto. A slender
licinn of light from an Incandescent light falls
upon the mirror, and is reflected thence to a

strip of photographically sensitive paper, which
is steadily unrolled by clockwork when mes-
sages come. Chemicals for "development" be-
ing appli-d. the paper exhibits a continuous
dark line, with upward projections for dashes
and downward ones for dots. At tirst the In-
ventors left the development to be conducted
at the convenience of the receiving operator,

but the process is now entirely automatic. So.
too. is that other essential of photography, "tix-
ing."

FAST TELEGRAPHY.

Tbe deligh* with which the Emperor of <Jer-

many watched a test of the Pollak-Virag sys-

tem of telegraphy the other day willbe under-
stood by those who are familiar with that in-

vention. In point of speed it appears to be
much superior to all other equally well known
plans for machine transmission. When it was
tried between Chicago and New-York in De-
cember, 1899, during a visit of the inventor to
America, long messages were sent with ease,

under unfavorable conditions, at the rate of
seventy thousand or eighty thousand words an

hour. A still better showing has been expected,

and may some time be realized. In the recent

demonstration in Germany a speed of only fifty

thousand was attained. Yet think what that
means! A President's message or other public
document, twelve thousand words long, could
be sent over a single press wire inside of fifteen
minutes!

The Falted States is more than ordinarily
concerned, too. in the King's speech or in the
matters with -which it deals. Especial empha-

sis, we ar- told, was laid upon the passage re-
lating to the Alaska boundary treaty, a meas-

ure which Americans and Englishmen join in

hoping will lead to the final settlement of the
last question at issue between the two coun-

tries. The Venezuela matter is also one of
much concern to this country, and, while tech-
nically the expected settlement of the Irish
land troubles is a purely domestic affair to the
British Empire, obvious circumstances make it
scarcely less interesting to the United States
than to the United Kingdom. Itis to be ob-
served, too. that in pome of the speeches made
on H>e address yesterday the maintenance and
cultivation of friendly relations between Great
Britain nnd America occupied much earnest at-
tention. The general British outlook, not only

for this Ression. but for so much of the future
as can properly be made the subject of fore-
casting, is encouraging and hopeful to the
British themselves, and Is reassuring and grati-

fying to the nation whose relationship to (Jreat

Briiain is so intimate and reciprocally im-

portant.

THE BRITISU OUTLOOK.

Parliament at Westminster reassembles amid
auspicious circumstances, though they are of

recent creation. In some cases only I?<•"\u25a0'

days. In others a few weeks at most, have
elapsed between pessimism and optimism.

Had the Venezuela matter not been adjusted,

had the Alaska boundary treaty not been made

and ratified, had Lord Dunraven and Mr. Red-

mond not put their names side by side on Ihe

Land Commission's report, nnd had Mr. f'ham-

beriain not gone to South Africa and exercised

there his marvellous gits of leadership— far

different would have been the tone of his
majesty's speech of yesterday. This sudden
shifting of political and diplomatic scenes is to

be regarded, however, not in the least as depre-
ciating the stability of present conditions, but
merely as an illustration of the way in which
history is sometimes made.

Insuch circumstances the King's speech was

easily and in good faith made- a buoyant and
hopeful one. Itmight be described as an ag-

gressive one. At any rate, it maps out an un-

commonly advantageous lighting ground for me
Ministry, and thus again disappoint* the nu-

merous and fluent prophets of evil. Within the

last three years how often has utter smash

for the Unionist government, if not for Eng-

land herself, been coeksuroly forecast! The
South African war meant ruin. Surely the
bills at the end of it would swamp everybody

concerned In them, especially since an iniqui-

tous tax had been put upon the bread of the
people. The Education bill, we -were told, had
sealed the doom of Mr. Balfour and his Cabinet
Of course, there was always the Irish trouble,

which could know no amelioration until the
ghost of Gladstonian home rule was reincar-
nated and made potent for tbe dismemberment
of the empire. Ajhl so on, forebodings with-

out end. To-day they have nil faded out of
sight and sound. Serenity, confidence and hope

prevail on every hand. It is a time, in which
the. King and his Ministers, and indeed the
British nation, may -well feel heartiest gratifica-
tion.

J. Johnson, in this city. Durinp the last fort-

night Mr. Greeley wns with her constantly, re-

fusing* to take any further part in the cam-

paign so that, as it happened, the Pleaaantrille
speech was the last •patch tie made. Immed,

\u0084,,.|y after the meeting Mr. droeley mid Mr.

Depew took the train for New-York, but Mr.

Greeley ~ot off at WUliamsbridge to spend the

Dlgtrt with Waldo Tltitcbins. while Mr. Depew

came on to New-York. So vanishes the teach-

ing fable about Mr. Greetey'a confession <>r

failure to Mr. Depew, tne uncontrollable sobs.

the broken heart, tho sending for tb«> family.

the snapping of the brain that had done such

splendid work and the removal to an asylum

the next morning.

The facts are that la a signed communication
written on the day after the election Mr.Creelc.v
resumed the editorship of The Tribune in full

possession of his mental faculties, wrote and

published several articles in the course of the

next few days, but after November 12 aban-

doned the effort to visit the ofttce regularly,

gradually succumbed to exhaustion, duo chiefly

to bis sleepless vigil at bis wife's bedside at

the end of a hard campaign, and died at the

residence of Dr. Choate, near rhappaqua. in-

flammation of the brain covering having en-

BOed. on November 20. more than pl* weeks

after tbe Pleasantvflle meeting at which he

made his last speech and Mr. Depew also spoke.

Of course. Mr. Depew willunderstand tliat our
sole motive In setting him straight is to prevent

his speech, preserved in "The Congressional

Record." from being carelessly accepted as ac-
curate and possibly to some extent supplanting,

or confusing, the truth.

s.. much for Mr. Uepew's vivid recollection.
Now for the reality: <>n Saturday, October 12,

]s7i', there was a political meeting in ricasiint-
ville, tear Chappaqua, WhtCfa was attended by

many of Mr Gtewalsj** <>ld friends and neigh-- :,nd owing to that circumstance, as he ex-
phihied. Mr. QlMßgy took pains to be present

and made a speech. Mr. Dspaw was also there
jiiilapnfcr At that time Mrs. GMSBtJ, who

bad long beea ill. bad beooma much worse, and
thereniiei slie Ea3ad rapidly until her death, oa

October 3t>, at the house of Mr. ami llm Ah iv

Ihave seen many \u25a0 deathbed In my life;I
have witnessed life go out under conditions that
\u25a0were, Bad or sweet, hopeful or despairing. I
never but once saw a man die of a broken heart,
and never do Iwish to see such a tragedy again.
Imade a speech with Mr. Greeley In his Presi-

dential campaign Just before its close. We
spoke from the same platform, and both of us
knew that he was to be beaten. We returned
to his home, and he was jeered on the train,and
at the depot when we arrived. We. went to his
study, which was littered with those famous
caricatures of Nast. representing him as the em-
bodiment of all that was evil or vile In expres-
sion or practice in life. Mr. Greeley glanced
them over for a moment and then be said:
'"My life is a failure Inever have sought to

"accumulate fortune; Inever have cared for
"fame; but Idid want to leave a monument of
"what Ibad done for my fellow men. in lifting
"them up. in doing away with the curse of.sla-
"very and th»» curse of rum; hut here Iam. at
\u25a0•the close ot this campaign, so misrepresented
"to my countrymen that the slave will always
"look upon me as having been one of his owners,
"and reform willbelieve me a fraud."

Then, his bead fallingupon his desk, he burst
into uncontrollable sobs. IRent for his family.
The brain that had done such splendid work
snapped. The next morning he was taken to an
asylum, where he died. His heart literally
broke nt the moment when he bowed his he.id
upon his desk.

Mr. Depew spoke of the great productions of
Mtr. <;roo]oy's pen during the period when
"Ouaminga was with him." Inasmuch as the
implication seems t<» be that tbe circumstance
of Cummfnga being with him was an inspira-

tion to Mr. Oreeley, itmay be worth while to

aav that Mr. Greeley. absorbed in his own
labors, was probably scarcely conscious of the
roang mans existence and may not have ex-

<-liauired a word with him as often as once a

week. That Mr. (Jreeley. nevertheless, exer-
cise) n gnat influence over the mind of Mr.
Cumiiiings is altogether likely.

Mr. Depew went on to draw His pathetic pict-

ure of Mr. Greeley at the close of the Presi-
dential campaign of 1872, on his own authority

as an eye witness:

"When lie [Cummings] came back to New-
York," said Mr. Depew, "he entered the com-

"posing room of The New-York Tribune. In a

"short time he had attracted the personal atten-
•linn of Horace Greeley, who advanced him to

"a position on the editorial staff, and he finally

"became managing editor." The truth is that
Mr. Cnmmings never was and never came near

being managing editor of The Tribune. At the
time when Mr. Cummings attained to a sub-
ordinate place in its news department John
Russell Young was the managing editor, and it
was Mr.Young's moderate estimate of the value
of his services which led to Mr. Cummings's re-
tirement from this paper.

TO FFFP THE RtirOßD ftTRAIQgT.

"In lapidary Ins -riptions." paid Dr. Johnson,

•'a man Is not upon oath." But though the au-

thor of a lapidary inscription or other memorial
tribute may perhaps properly make pome con-

cession to benevolence in depictinjj the quali-

ties of the departed, he has no excuse for over-
laying with fanciful embellishments what pur-

ports to be a narrative of facts. In the interest
of truth itis to lie regretted that Senator Depew

forgot this and drew so largely on his Imagina-

tk'nfor ihe materials of his animated discourse
la the Senate chamber last Saturday on the
character and career of the late Amos J. Cum-
niingp. long a Representative in Congress from
this <-jT.v.

Mr ELEVATED ROAD IX THE BATTERT.

The letter of Park Commissioner Willcbx and

Corporation Counsel Hives to the Mayor calls

attention to the need of some action to fix

Che status of the elevated railroad in Battery;

Park. The railroad structure now occupies

the park under rt revocable license of a former

Park Commissioner, which the present officials
believe to hnrc been civen without any legal

authority. For twenty-five years the railroad
has been, strictly speaking, a trespasser. Several
times attempts to revoke the permit have been
made, only to be temporarily enjoined by the

courts and the question dropped. As public

necessity requires the access of the road to

South Ferry, it is clear that the line must
occupy Battery Park unless an alternative route

can be found. Mr. Willed does not Ilievc

this possible. The new Custom House prevents
access to Whitrhiill--'.. and likewise prevents a

sharp lamas bate SCate-«t and running along

the edge of Battery Park, though we are not

\u25a0ore that by catting across a corner of the

park the line micht not co through State-st
from Prtdgnat to the ferry. Even so. how-

ever, some of the park must be used, and the
question arises how to reach a satisfactory ar-
rangement.
It hi obvious that present conditions invite

blackmail the instant officers are in power who

•nish to blackmail. The history of the at-

tempt of Croker. under the last administration,

to punish the Manhattan people When he fell

out with them gives \u25a0 warning. The pro-

ceedings then undertaken are still hung up In

the Corporation Counsel's office, and that of-

ficial rightly wants to close them up. Atpres-

ent the city pets no revenue from the trespass-

tag railroad. The company is willing if it

can get ilegal franchise to reach South Ferry

for a definite term, and so free itself from

future blackmail, to pay a reasonable compen-

sation to the city, put its tracks at any place

desired by the department, and rebuild its struct-

ure on plans to be approved by the Municipal

Art Commission, so as to make it, if not

positively an adornment to the park, at least
as inoffensive as possible. Arrangements can

also be made to plant shrubs and trees at its
expense.

Such a plan cannot be carried out without
legislation authorizing the Park Department, in

co-operation with the rest of the city govern-

ment, to grant a legal permit with due restric-

tions. That is what Mr. Willcox and Mr. Rives
propose. The ideal thing would undoubtedly

bo the removal of the railroad from the Bat-

tery, but to do that entirely is evidently im-
practicable, though the space occupied might

be considerably reduced. It is better under

such circumstances to reach a definite arrange-
ment, shut the door on future corruption, secure
Borne city revenue, and improve the appearance

of the Battery, than to leave the present tin-

sightly structure in free occupation to invite
future official "strikes."

fen wa« loss jrarba^e In1901 than
'"
fn7 \"

not to he. supposed. Mil it -as mixed •»
Mbnnn«l both products were wasted. By tiic

\u0084,-oscut sysi.-.u of separation the city Is niak-

In*- mono, Rod the l«-acl.< > are krj.t clean, vr.
Woodbury'.s new >yslon> of final imposition by

\u0084(,|l,.v cart in the otiflyinz boroughs is do-

scribed nt length; and is \u25a0 capital Illustration of

the prevailing munlelp*! Lutelligcncc and enter-

prise The administration is also taking \u25a0 Ion?
look ahead and «eeklns to provide adequate

terminals for the new bridges and getting the

be*t expert adv «•,-. li is unfortunate that such

\u25a0 course waa not taken Ion;: ago, particularly

with reference to the Williamsbtirj: Bridge, so

that facilities for taking passengers away from

Itmight liave been ready on its completion.
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the yEvrs this xoßXiyo.

CONGRESS —Senate: At a Republican caucus
an agreement was reached on a plan to riuift

the Panama Canal treaty: the Statehood billwas

discussed, and the conference report on the

Army Appropriation bill was aQ°Pted- —
I""

Hoose: Consideration of the Naval Appropria-

tion bill MM begun.

FOREIGN.— The Kins, la his speech from the

throne, at the opening of Parliament, made ref-

erenre to the Venezuelan, Turkish and Alaskan
w«ti«w=: it is probable that taxes In England

will he raised to meet proposed expenditure-
\ sharp debate took place la the House ox

Common*. Sir Henry Camphell-Bannerman and
Mr. Baltour being the chief speakers.

——
It

\u25a0was reported that the Austro-Russian note .or
reforms in Macedonia would be presented to

the Porte to-morrow. =The revenue cutter
Seminole is Mill icebound in channel Harl'or,

*nd immense icefloes aie sported m Northern
\u25a0waters

—
: It was stated that Lord Charles

Beresford would take command of the Channel
Pquadrcn. =Tolstoy's "Resurrection was
Played at His Majesty's Theatre la London.

DOMESTIC—A protocol providing that claims
of citizens of the United States shall be settled
r-v a commission to meet at Caracas was signed

st the State Department. == Secretary Root

find Senators Lod«« and Turner will be the

American members of the Alaskan boundary
commission, and ex-Secretary John **• *""'';
•win have U«e of the case of the Lnited

States == The Delaware Regular Repub-

licans were amused by Addicted threats to kill

Them politically: the Unions refused the recent
proposal from th* Regulars, nnd the Democrats
issued a statement, saying that if there were no
election th* Regulars would be responsible.

_—-
Ft Clair McKetway has resigned as Regent of
the University of the State of New-York be-

cause of pear health.
===== District Attorney

Jerome failed to appear in support of his bill,

\u25a0which -will have another hearing next Tuesday.
\u25a0

. —
Farmers appeared before the Canal Com-

r- mittee st Albar.y in opposition to a, 1.000-ton
barpe canal lit. == Storms up State de-
layed trainK. ar.d in one place caused a col-
lision: intense cold followed intheir wake: there

aw -c».= a continuation at the severe storm all over
\u25a0kV the country, report? showing- much suffering-.

By ClTY.—Stocks were dull and lower.
—

V^ Mayor Low. in a message to the aldermen, rec-
.immcndH that the term of the Mayor again be
mad*- four years: he urged all citizens to join in
crushing out police blackmail; he showed the
excellent work that is being done by the vari-
ous city departments. ===== Work was begun
«n cleaning up the U.U inches of snow that had
fallen: the contractor. N. Bradley, estimated
the cost at StMO.OdQ. ;\u25a0* -

One hundred and
fifty pasengers were placed in a dangerous po-
«dtlon by two cars on an elevated train leaving

th«» track at Fifty-third-st.: they were com-
« polled to walk the icy footpath to Fiftieth-st.

-\u25a0\u25a0 A mail clerk was arrested, charged with
rotbing the mail?; forty-five letters containing
money, stamps, etc.. were found on his person.==Perry Belmont was in court as complain-
ant against his secretary, who is charged with
raising a check $1,000.

—
It was said that the.

District Attorney might aEk for an indictment

acainst R. C. Vanderbilt. —~=z Bishop Potter
has written \u25a0 letter giving his ideas regarding
the division of the diocese.

'Police Com-
missioner Greene visited the Tenderloin station:
>!•> expressed himself as pleased with conditions
there. =A receiver \u25a0«\u25a0\u25a0 asked for the Mon-
mmith Trust and Safe Deposit Company, of As-
rniT Park; the examiner's report strongly con-
demns heavy loans to the company's directors.

THE WEATHER.
—

Indications for to-day:
Fair and colder. The temperature yesterday:
Highest. 30 degrees; lowest. 10.

Mr- '» \u25a0liarn \ l»\.-v. a h.> \u25a0 . MJM
Travcrs. I ljIng very seriously ill at the Waldorf-

Mr and Mrs. K. Henry liar:im.u:. with their
rlaiiKtitirs. Miss Mary and Miss Cornelia Harriman.
have arrived In town from Washington, and arc at
their house In Baal Fifty-flfth-st.

Mr.mill Mm William B. IMnsmore have returned
to town from Staatsburj;. ST. V. and arc at their
house in East Forty seventh -t

Mr. end Mrs. John Stoenc have i»ft lowa tor
Banta Barbara, Cal They an aceoaspaatss' • -

Henrj 1:. Howtamd.

Mr?. Dudley 1". Pbslpa Jr.. gave *
-,iim \u25a0 last

night at her house In East Bavant—nth at. to the
members of the Tuesday Evening Skating Club, el
whom about forty were, present.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Q. VaaderMU arrived in
town yestwday from Newport, aael

•
ml la the

Waldorf-Asti

Mr. and Mrs. Peter IV Martin have left town,
going t<> Newport.

8


