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NOT WILLING TO BATHE.
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Albany, Feb. 28 (Special).— A practical joke of
such huge proportions was played on Assembly-

man Isidor Cohn of the VlHth District, New-
York, recently, that he has not yet fullygrasped

all its details. It all came about from. Mr.

Cohn's ambition to become a philanthropist. On
hearing of a dance which was to be given at

Cohoes. Mr. Cohn conceived the idfa of inviting

up twenty-five couples from New-York, from
the elite society of "De Ate." At the same time

he would pay off a few campaign debts and
strengthen his fences for re-election.

With such a beneficent purpose, Mr. Cohn
drew heavily on his savings bank account,

bought fifty tickets to the dance, and exhibited
them to his fellow Tammany Assemblymen. He

then dilated on the beauties of the
'
belles of

Cohoes, and went nto intricate details in

"Message for you over the long distance tele-
phone," he said in answer to Mr. Cohn's
"Hello!"

Book and bath were, at once abandoned, and
the Assemblyman from "De Ate"hastily dressed

"Dere's some one as wants to speak with Jlr.
Issy Cohn," said the bellboy.

"He can't do it," replied Mr. Bourke. "Mr.

Cohn is in the bath. Who wants to see him?'
"Some bloke In New-York." said the bellboy.

"He's on the long distance."
"Well, then," said Mr. Eourke. as he knit the

first loop in the skein of the plot, "you tell the

clerk to take the message for Mr. Cohn. Hurry,
now, before the battery runs down."

Mr. Cohn was just in the midst of a scene
when Mr. Bourke knocked on the door of the

bathroom.

SALVATION ARMY HOTEL AND ITS WDGERS, ._
.

—~
(

EVERT ONE REQUIRED TO BATHE BEFORE SLEEP-
ING—GOOD ACCOMMODATIONS AT £OI& COST.

•mcc by attempting to .smoke his old clay pipe In
bed. ".:, \u25a0:,! .'-\u25a0

-
.-\u25a0 "\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 . . "•\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0 *:(.:: ::\u25a0

"Inever go to sleep," he explained, "until I've
taken a puff or two." ~."\u25a0'_. \u25a0* ~'/•, \u25a0 >•

"But it Is against the rules for «ny one to smoke
except in the reading" room."

' "*'-'' *

\u25a0'Well. I'll)ust pass on, then,*' said the old man.
"No pipe, no sleep, and to-morrow is going to be a

hard day.1
*• «££ V; . '•*/\u25a0\u25a0•' V'

Major Smith, wha Is In charge of the hotel, used
to have direct control of ell of the social work of
the army in this State. 'On a recent night no less
than twenty Smiths Registered, and even John Doe
came limpingalong. .: • C ~

." .
"IbeHr've we are doing a good work," sa£l Major

Smith to a Tribune reporter as he showed him over
.the model hotel. "We are trying to give the work-
wagman who has no wife or home ties, agreat deal
of comfort for very little money. Borne of the other
cheap hotels seem to think that we are trying %o
put them out of business. We are doing nothing of

the kind, though Iam afraid that some of them
will be forced by our good example to improve

their accommodations. '
\u25a0 \u25a0 i•

"Outside of the bathing and smoking rules we are
absolutely without restriction. Even a drunken
man can get a bed here ifhe is not noisy. He gets

no lecture in the morning, either. We recognise no

creed, and willnot draw the color Un«. On Thurs-

day we have a musical and social evening in the
reading room, which the men can attend If they

choose. On Sunday wehold a praise service. These

are the only religious features of-the biggest re-

ligious lodginghouse in the city."

Although it is only four weeks since .hotel
was opened, the managers have already begun to

talk of enlargement. With every one of the £»
beds for sale at present occupied every night

space it had not been- thought necessary to use at

first is now being fitted with additional beds, and

next week the hotel willaccommodate fourhundred
men nightly.

you, they enjoy it, too." said -Major
"And bless you. they enjoy it, too." said aSajor

S?ht
9

h
men certainly act as if they not only enjoy

but appreciate the comforts of the ,hotel, butt

whether they do or not, the majority of "-P*lron8

entertain a high regard for Major Smith. When

he walks through the sleeping rooms or the riding
room of the hotel he is greeted with marked enthu-
BHTm°an eV:trute

hacVdn be studied in many phases

at the Salvation Army Hotel. Humor and pathos

go hand in hand down the line of applicants at

the clerk's desk. A man who has evidently seen
better days, a man plainly honest and hard work-

ing with gray hair and deep lines about his mouth
stands shoulder to shoulder with a man whose

breath is a violation, of the liquor lay. A young

man with unmistakable signs of the country about

him registers just ahead ofa Bowery product who

makes a bad shot at the cuspidor and calls the
clerk "partner."

But mixed as the throng is that applies nightly

for lodgingat the salvation Army Hotel, it is an

orderly throng.

The reading room is large, clean, well lighted

and supplied with all the leading dally and weekly

papers. There is iTo game room as yet, but that

Is to come later. Patrons ride to and from their
floors in elevators and act much as if they pre-

ferred the Salvation Army Hotel to any other.

The man wer.t. and in going said things.

Itis this rather peculiar rule which has caused

th? new lodging house to be dubbed "Hotel de
Bath." Itis a yen story brick buUding, which looks

cut on Chatham Square from the north, side and

down upon all of the surrounding builflings. It

stanis on on-? ot the highest spots below Twenty-

thiru-«t.
There nre eignt floors of dormitories and nineteen

pri-.ate rooms. The price of lodging is 15 cents
a r.ight or Si a week. A private room is 10 cents
more. The bath, with towels and soap, is thrown

In without charge.

In the tc-rly evening the bathroom in the base-

nent is a busy place. There are eight slate booths

flt'ed with shower and needle baths. Most of the
•jr.ieets" arc glad of the char.cc to make them-

selves clean, and look upon the bath as a positive

luxury.
In another basement room are three tubs. In

which the men can* wash their clothes. There is

p^nty of soap, and there are washboards to spare.

Some men put everything into the tub, from their

cocks to their coats and trousers. There is r.drying

machine near by, and by the time the men have

finished bathir.g their clothes are dry. This Is a
gooa thing, fo. few of them have a change of
apparel.
It ii> a case of early to bed fo*- most of the men.

More than half of them are called before 6 o'clock

each morning. wh«ch goes to show that the cheap

lodging house is no longet n nest of "hoboes."

An Irishman caused some trouble a few nights

"Give me a_bed." he said to the uniformed clerk.
He paid his 15 cents and gave the expansive name
of Smith.

••The bathroom is downstairs,*" the clerk saW,

pointedly.• Let it stay there." snapped the man. "I'm
going tc bad." He started for the elevator.

"Hold on. my man; hold on." said Major John C.
Smith, who has charge of this latest venture for
the army; "no one goes to bed in this hotel without
last taking a bath."

The man looked incredulous.
"Do you mean for me to take a bath?" he asked.
•Don t you think you need It?" questioned th<>

officer.
"Me take a bath!" exclaimed the fellow, when

h? £aw that Major Smite was really in earnest.
Me take a b*th in the winter time! No. sir;I

take them in summer. Why, I'd catch my death
cf cold."

"Then you'll h.ive to sleep somewhere else." said
Major Smith, handing over the 15 cents which the

man had paid for his bed.

A Kaa at fJrty years, ragged and dirty, drifted
down the "Bowery the other night In the utterly

aimless fashion of so many of that motley crowd.
He tacked Into Chatham Square, where his atten-

tion was arrested by the blazing lights of the new
Salvation Army Hotel.

"Nothing doing—might as well go to bed." he
muttered to himself.

Adirty hand went into his pocket, and he drew
out a few small coins, counted them, and put them
back

"Seems a shame to pay for sleeping when Ican
Lirdly afford to eat." he remartted to no one la
particular.

He hesitated in his indecision for a minute, and
then went into the office.

ATTAININGCONSIDERABLE PROPORTIONS—ANIMALS
CHIEFLY CAUGHT—GROWING DV.MAND.

THE FUR BUSINESS IN WESTERN NEW-YORK.

LODGERS ABOUT TO TAKE THE NECESSARY BATH.

So Say Hunters Who Have Been Induced to

Partake of It.

The intrinsic value of the useful skunk does not

necessarily end when his pelt is stripped. Some-

times by those who are used to him and his ways,

he IB eaten like a rabbit or a squirrel or any

other animal which comes within the category of

caire IThis may seem Improbable to the reader

whosel acquaintance with the skunk Is confined
for the most part to his reputation, but the men

who have tasted the flesh of the animal declare

that it is as tender as. young chicken, as full

flavored as duck. Juicy as goose and reminiscent

of rabbit, especially when served up in a rteamlng

potpie with a crust and much gravy.!
To say that anybody makes a uiactlce of de-

vouring sWunk In the season of his taking would
be an exaggeration, but itis a fact that many trap-

pers do not hesitate to use his skinned body for
food, and find Itpalatable, too. As nearly every

farmer In Yates County Is a skunk hunter during

the winter, th. number of carcanses that go into

the stewpan rather than the snowdrift may be im-

agined. It Is hard to get any of them to admit

right out that they eat skunk frequently, but Itis

a generally admitted fact that the most numerous
body of skunk epicures In the world are to be

found within the borders of Yates County. One

old trapper had this to say on the suDJect:
•Ihave eaten skunks, and Idon't make no bones

of saying so. Idon't do itregular, any more than

a hunter eat* ducks or rabbits every day of the

week, but an occasional skunk, well cooked and.

served proper, is- a dish that *ne has only got to

try to like. Iwas broke in on It without knowing

what Iwas eating. IfIhad been toldIsuppose

they couldn't have hired me to touch the stuff. A«

It was. Iwas helped to a dish of steaming polple,

andIcleaned itup. and asked for more. Ithought

it was rabbit. When' they told me what Ihad

been eating I'M admit it made me feel mighty

oneasy in the regions of mv stumlek, but the

flavor of Use durned stuff «ot into my tongue, and

the next timeItrapped a skunk Icleaned !t care-
ful and gave it to the ole woman, to cook lntc «
potpie. Tole her it was rabbit, and dinged if she
didn't like It. She thinks they're rabbits now when-

ever Ibring 'em home. The great thin* in dre#»-

ing them is to be c?refu! an' not git •»•!«»
ecent on the meat, for Ifyou do It's ail off for a

expert with «m and trao f^j-J*;
had frequently eaten skunk, and *J°2S^SL £•
The former; he said t

-
were a *ood «*»1 •»» th.

black me,C of tender chickens. «Hho*«h *™et»jJ*J
be had tasted them when the flavor *•»more- ke

that of a d ck. The woedebuesi he eaie. was like
a crow-between.pork and gooM.-ve^r fat.Juicy
and tender. The only.way.to cook the skunk, he
observed, w«« to stew it to apotpie. "*•£•*>**

SKUNK MEAT PALATABLE.

The causes which go to make this part of the
State so rich in the smaller fur bearing animals
are found in the hundreds o* streams and the

scores of inland lakes and ponds. For example,

Seneca Lake, near Geneva, is t favorite spot for

muskrats. and they have been taken by the
hundreds in tlie season. Skunks are found
chiefly in the dense swamps, where the creatures

are to be caught by the thousands. Any town-
ship which can boast a low stretch of marshy

land, a broad creek or a pond is a mine of
wealth for the Industrious farmer boy whose

winter hours r.re not occupied so laboriously as
are those of the harvest J -ys. Hie gun or his
Bk'lfullyset snares bTlngh. his game, but when

the red mittens of the struggling young Tona-
wanda boy administered the fatal blow to the
struggling captive of his pitfall he did not call

it a squirrel: he said emphatically that It was

"one o* ihem durned ole pesky skunks."

with mink or a coon, or perhaps a fox skin.
The first named is almost like a nugget of pure
gold, for almost any price asked is cheerfully

paid. Sometimes a persistent hunter will sucr
ceed in getting half a dozen gray squirrel skins,

perhaps a black one as a contrast. These, too,

are valuable, for the gray squirrel is becoming

rare in the western woods, while the great black
squirrel Is almost never seen.

When the day of the dance came the conspiracy

was complete. Assemblyman Ellis went toa tele-
phone booth about three hours before the hour
for the dance, and rang up Keeler's Annex,

where Mr. Cohn has his rooms. The time was

indeed ripe. Mr. Cohn was in a bathtub enjoy-

ing the filtered water of Albany, raised to a tem-
perature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit, and reading

the last act of "The Merchant of Venice." As-
semblyman Bourke, of New-York, sat in an ad-

Joining room reading "The Village Blacksmith."
when a knock came at the door. As Mr.Bourke
was one of the conspirators he quickly opened

the door and stepped out into the hall.

tellingof the diamonds, sunbursts, rings, silks
and furs which would be worn by the fair
twenty-five maidens from "De Ate."

Mr. Cohn has introduced a bill taxing spinsters

and bachelors, and has accordingly been re-
garded by the other unmarried Democrats as
having made a treacherous coalition with Gov-

ernor Odell to assist him in his indirect tax

schemes. The opportunity had now come for
revenge, and the bachelors, along with a few
married men, who wished they were bachelors,
quickly framed a plot.

The extent to which this industry has devel-
oped is seen from the fact that a fur company

has already been formed, with headquarters la-
this city. Its head. H. G. D!ckerson, has so far
this -..inter purchased $12,000 worth of furs and
shipped them o -York. The season is not

yet over, and it is probable that at least $5,000

more will be expended In farther purchases be-

fore the warm spring rains break up the ice

and free the streams. The company handles the

product of many of the west counties, such as

Wayne. Ontario. Steuben, Yates, Monroe, Gene-
see. Orleans. Niagara and even as far south and
Mai as Allegany and Chautauqua The direct

labor of gathering .he furs is done by the com-

pany's agents, who drive through the country

collecting the pelts rom the trappers, and pay--
ing oash for their purchases. These are brought

into headquarters at Lyons, assorted and shipped

on to the metropolis, where they are dressed,

dyed and made into whatever style of garment

or wrap the retailers demand.

Of all the pelts purchased for New-York ship-

ment, the most useful, and at the same time the
most numerous, is that of the offensive and de-
spised skunk. To the trad» this skin is known as

'black marten." and at its best is a very thick,

warm and smooth fur. Its value lies, however,

not so much in Its intrinsic worth as in the

ea&e with "which it may be worked over, dyed

and disguised* When gray squirrel is the fash-

ion of the hour, the humble skunk furnishes
many a beautiful garment, which meets the
requirements of the woman of fastidious taste.

When the style changes, the skunk skin is
changed also, and only the erpert knows the dif-
ference. The inroads into the number of these
little animals *hould soon have an effect upon

their presence in this country, but far they

appear to thrive without apparent decrease.

One man in Alton recently brought In eight

hundred skins of skunk, shot and trapped by

aim. For these he received aboat $1,800 for the
skins, which in their rough state are worth

from $2 to $3 and $4 each. When cured and
dressed, the profit which they yield 1* enormous.

Another animal in whose capture there Is a
great profit is the muskraL This small fre-
quenter of the streams I* to be found in Vast
numbers along ail of |he larger creeks and
lake Inlets, and in the low swamp *and«.
They are usually trapped, although many
hunters shoot 'them with ane bird shot,

in order that the pelts may be torn as

little as possible. Of courße in :this latter

way many more may be brought to bag, but
their skins do not command am high a. price as
those caught Is the traps Last tpricg. when
the rains and melting: snows broke up_tbe Ice
in the small stream* and in tl.e upper waters of
the Genesee, the tnuaio»U were captured la
'
vast numbers. Their fur is vary soft and beauti-
ful, and im much u»4d for liaise purposes.

These two animals furnish nine- tenths of th*

•kin* \u25a0hipped from this part of the State, but
\u25a0CCaf&C&alLr MflW Ittckx fftfWaaT bojr comes la

Lyons. X. T., Feb. 28 (Special).— The snap of
gteel traps on clear winter nights: in frozen

snair.ps and beside icebound streams is becom-

ing so frequent in Wester.- New-York that soon

this part of the country willhave another indus-
try to bring it into prominence besides its apples

and its wheat. To view the hundreds of busy

village? smoky cities, isolated dryhouses and
lonp low brick ma.iufactorlep along country

r-oads. the Gotham traveller would never for a

moment suspect that when the wind blows

<x>Jder from the northwest and the frost is fol-

lowed by the snow the industry of the fields is

:x>t slackened, Lut only directed, alone another
path. In a word. Western New-York is estab-
lishing a record for itself as a fur producing

centr*. Itnever hopes to rival the Hudson Bay

country, nor the cold plains of the Far North-

west, but in its own way its swamps and under-

brush furnish many a rich woman with the lux-
urious warmth which surrounds her form in bit-
ter days of winter.

"Don't let it break your heart. Issy." said Mr.

Bourke. "Wipe away your tears. 11l take those

fifty tickets off your hands for fifty cents on the
dollar, so you won't lose much. Then you can

Fee your district leader when he comes, and If

you are going to make a million out of this deal

what do you care for a little inconvenience."
"But my peoples," wailed Mr. Cohn. "Vat vlll
Ido by deni yen dey comes?"

"Walk 'em up and down the street," suggested

Mr.Ellis, who had Just entered the room. "Show

and ran down to the hotel office. There the

clerk handed him this laconic message:

Dear Issy: Am coming to Albany to-night.

Want you to meet me at the 7 o'clock train.
Important. Want you to fix something big. It
will make you a millionaire. FL.ORRIE.

"Ach!" exclaimed Mr. Cohn, losing control of

himself f<y the nonce. "From Florrle Sullivan,

mine boss? Something big? Iyonder vat?
And dis is de night of de dancing? Mine

peoples Is already on de train;"

The little Assemblyman, still muttering be-

tween his teeth, went to his room and told the

story to Mr. Bourke and some, other conspira-

tors who had come In.

The fact that two hotel men of such promi-

nence as Messrs. Jaqoes and Rain were to be
the hosts led the legislators to think that the

dinner would exceed their fondest expectations.

and accordingly they began training for ita day

in advance. They curtailed their appetites as
best they could, ate pickles instead of sweet
stuffs, and drank large quantities of aperient

water. Assemblyman Morgan, who had turned

over a new leaf this session with the resolve

that he would smile an hour each day. forgot

his vow, and all showed the severe discipline of

body and mind which they were undergoing.

When the fatal night came it was found that

the dinner party had been cut down in numbers

for the reason that Assemblymen Morgan and

Burnett had to go out to dinner elsewhere be-

cause of previous engagements. James C.
Graham, the secretary to Governor Odell. had
accompanied the chief executive of the State

to Washington, white Assemblyman Dickenson.
of Cortland. was compelled to stay at home.

At thirty minutes of the hour of 7 a party of
five, consisting of Assemblymen Nixon. Rogers.

Bedell, Fowler and Apgar, left the "House of

Commons." All were faint from hunger. After

waiting about the hotel for nearly twenty min-

utes one of them made bold to inquire at the

desk if either Jacques or Mr. Bain had en-

gaged rooms. Nothing, it was said, had been

heard of either one. Another dreary twenty

minutes passed and still no Bain or Jaques.

Borne one telephoned down to the station and

found that the train had come in a half hour
before, but still no Jacques or Bain. The Speaker

by this time complained of a headache caused
by lack of nourishment, and Mr. Fowler, whose
Introduction of a skunk billthis session has won

him marked recognition in the Assembly, at last

confessed he had pains in the small of his back.
After a short parley it was decided to return

home, where the wouldbe diners found Assem-

blyman Dickenson warming himself before a

Crate fire with the satisfied smile of having eaten

an extensive dinner. The chef scurried about,

culled out a few cold victuals ana prepared a

"picked up" meal, which at last allayed the
headache and backache of the Chautauqua

County members. Some hours later, when Mr.

Bedell was Just getting ready for bed. the tele-
phone rang, and this voice sounded over the

wire?
"Hello! Here we are, Jacques and Bain. Just

sot. in. Missed train.. Too baa. but eu't be
helped. Come on down."

Itall came about through an invitation which

Speaker Nixon received from Washington U

Jaques. of the Murray Hill Hotrl. New-Tort.
and Frank N. Bain, of the Palatine Hotel, of

Newburg. to attend with his fellow -common-

ers" a dinner at thr Hotel Ten Kyck. in Albany.

The understanding was that the Assemblymen

should be down to the hotel about 7 o'clock, at

which time their guest would arrive on a New-

York Central train.

At the "House of Commons." where the Re-

publican leaders of the Assembly eat and sleep,

map out their battles of debate or twist the

fuses of political mine and countermine, they

are still telling the story of "The dinner that

was not eaten."

them Albany after dark. Take them up on the
Capitol steps and let them count the electric
lamps. There's lots of ways you can entertain
guests in Albany."

Mr. Conn was at la3t reconciled and turned the
tickets over to Mr. Bourke, who immediately

distributed them among his fellow Brutuses. An

hour before the ball Assemblymen Bourke, Ellis,

Butler. McCormack. Cadln. Grattan, Cook and a

dozen or more others boarded a train for Cohoes,

while Mr. Conn wandered about the bleak sta-

tion waiting for Florence Sullivan, his district
leader, and the "something big."

The dance proved to be a gala affair, but the

Cohoes belles kept asking after Mr. Cohn with
such persistency that it was with the greatest

difficulty that the plot was kept a secret. Be-

tween the dances Mr. Butler, the Assemblyman

from the IXth District, sang ditties used in the

Devery campaign, and told stories about "Big

Bill" which charmed the maidens of Cohoes.

Mr. Butler is also a master of the Devery

method of speaking English, and his singing

is regarded by his friends as equal to that of

Andrew Mack or Chauncey Olcott.

But the hearts of even the hardest of the
conspirators were touched when they returned
to Albany to find the little Assemblyman still

waiting at the station for his leader. His guests

had come and gone. Despite his overcoat. Mr.

Cohn was shivering with the cold. Ithad been

planned to reveal the plot and have a huge

laugh all around, but no one had the "nerve."
as"one"of them "putIt. to "break the egg." They

finally persuaded him, however, that Mr. Sulli-

van would never come that late at night, and

got him back to his room.
Mr. Conn's experience, however, may turn out

almost as good as the "something big" of the

telephone message. His Tammany friend?, to-

gether with the big Democratic leaders, could not

help hut be impressed with the devotion of the

little legislator to his leader and what he con-

sidered his duty. In politics Mr. Cohn has thus

shown that he c/lnslders pleasure of secondary

Importance, and sac* are the kind of men

wanted for promotion from the ranks. As a re-

sult a small sized boom is under way to make

Mr. Cohn a Congressman in 10<»4. and among the
most enthusiastic of these boomers are Messrs.

Bourke, Ellis and Butler.

Assemblyman Clark, of the xxiXtn District.
New-York, disclosed Ihe fact tl>- other da*

that he was a novelist as well as a legislator.

Since Mr. Clark came to Aloany he has been

struck with certain "manifestations of extrava-
gance," as ho is pleased to catl them. Ifgov-

ernor Odell wants to cut down the expenses of

Slate government there .ire many ways whir*
Mr. Clark is able to

—
mil because of quiet

studies which he has pursued, both hi tb.' role

of a statesman and that of a writer.

Thus it was that Ingoing; throush the report

of the Controller recently Mr.Clark was amazed
to find out what the State printing amounts to

in a year. He set al>c-ut seeing how this sum
could be rut down, and finally it occurred to
him that there were too many !>ills printed wfuvn

were i-ver passed. In looking over the tiles

he found several bills which have been intro-
duced session after session for the last ten years,

and on inquiry he was much grieved to hear
that their sponsors had only introduced taetn

to "lay them aside." Mr. Clark then conceived
the idea of establishing a kind of legtslatrv*

hopper, which would permit only those fc4B»
to escape which deserved to be printed and
P"\Vhy," said Mr. Clark yesterday, "just to
show how absurd the present system is. Imay

introduce a bill as an amendment to the char-
ter of the city of New-York which would be
nothing more nor less than one of my novels."

••Novels?" exclaimed a Tammany man who
chanced to overhear the Irepublican member.

-Yes. Ionce wrote a novel." replied Mr Clark,
"which IKent to all the publishers, only to have
them send it back to me. Now. you >#* Ican
Introduce it as a bill, and get It printed at the
expense of the State. Just to think of that.*

••Oh. Idon't know," said »be Democrat. "%--
think the law of treason would prevent jr*n?
«ovtlgetUatT Intoprint that way<* fc *_y*

\u25a0

-
> \u25a0«

Henry Marshall, who is the only E>publiran

Senator from Brooklyn this year, was a news-

paper man in his early d.iys. Eren now there

are occasions when th>-- .Senator delights to tell

of his former experiences as a journalist and to

dream of the fortunes that he would have mad©
had he stuck to this profession.

Thus it was the other day. that the Brooklyn

Senator joined a circle of fallow statesmen to

hear this old and mellow story, toil by a new-

member, who thought that the ta'.e was likewise
new. It ran as follows:

"Once on a time there was an Irishman, whose
wife, Nora, lay on h^r deathbed. Finally the
wife said:
"Tat, Ol've a lahst bit of koindness to ashk

of ye. Will he ye so good as to roide with me
mudder to me funeral?

"'Oh, yes, thot Iwill: hut it'll take all the
pleasure out i.f the day." said Patrick.

"That makes ni<^ think of th. time when Ias-
sumed the editorship of The Oemca Fails

Courier.' remarked Senator Marshall, crave'.y,

after a moment's silence. "Tht r.ext ween after
Ihad taken chars" of the paper a hayscod

tame into the office and wanted me to publish

a half column obituary of a friend of his who
had died out West.

•'•Well.' said I.-I cariT up all that space
to your friend. I'd :i*»- to, but I"ye got to print
some other news. t'>o."
"

'Never mind." said the hayseed, 'it'll in-
crease the circulation of your paper.'••

"How do you make that ootT Iasked, think-
ing: that after all he kn<-w more about the news-
paper business than Idid.•• 'Why,' said h<\ "Hiram's cot a heap of friends
and all of 'em v.ill be mighty glad to see his
funeral notice.'

"

It has rome to he a tradition that .-'•\u25a0>;t No. X
in the Assembly is hoodooed. No. \u2666; is in the
bottom of the well of the chamber, and ifmm
did not know the shadow that bangs over it he
might pick out this seat in preference to all
others. There are in all twetre chairs in th*»
first row. ranged in a semicircle, with the centre
aisle between Nos. •> and 7. For this reason
No.

••
is easy of access, or. if necessary, easy

to escape from for the man who desires at times
to dodge a rollcalL

For many yean the occupant of No.
•• has

never been returned t«i the legislature, fie has
always met with defeat at the polls as a candi-

date for re-election, or in some other way he has
been overtaken with political humiliation. Ik-
spite all efforts to es< ape the '\u25a0'.\u25a0•• which seems
to attend him who sits there, the i in has not

yet been removed.
J. Mayhew Wairiw the Assemblyman

from the lid District of Westchesner County, i*

the present occupant of No. t;. Shortly after
his election Mr. Wainwrisht was thrown from
his carriage in a runaway.

"For this reason." said Mr. Wainwrighi yes-
terday. "1 feel thill Ihive alu-.idy satisfied the
spirit of the plate. I. aru.ot believe. that the
genius of No. i; is so insatiable as also to de-

mand political catastrophe."

Robert Maaet occupied No. •; in 1>'.•'.>. a:-.d in.

the following fall he was .!• r. it-.1 •'•v re-elevtinn

in the XlNth District l»y IVr./. M. Stewart. In
ItWU No. <> was arid l-y K.lw.irl 11. Fallows,

the representative i»f the XXIm Assembly Dis-
trii t. N.w-Ycrk. who took .i prominent part in
the session of that year. Mr Fallows, however.
Joined his fortunes with those of th.' Austin fac-
tion, and went flown to ilefeal before the vic-
torious ieadeiship of Abraham «;ruber. win)

secured the »•!••• tion <-• William S. Bennet. Ra-
pine F. Vat-heron, of Queens s.it in No. »', dur-
ing the session of ISS»1. ami Mr. Varberon was
defeated for p-. i.. li m '\u25a0> Kr.imis X. Duct, the
Democrat k- randi-lat . 1.a.-i \.\ir th.- fated
rhair was \u0084..ii]..--,! •'. William St-hneider. of
the IVth nistrnt "i" Erie County. Mr. Schneider
was defeated in his efforts to sevure an elec-
tion to th.- S. I.it".

"Sorry, but we're just going to Sod," moaned
the Speaker.

Jacques and Bain then Wile reef and toast
and followed the example of th" "commoners."
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