
A STEP BACKWARD.

Members of the Bar Association who have
studied the Braokett hill restoring former Sec-
tion 1,022 of the Code of CivilProcedure, which

i*now before the Governor, are thoroughly con-
vinced that itou^lit not to become a law.

Itwould re-establish the right of counsel in
equity cases to compel the court to make a find-
Ing on every question of law or fact which
either side chose to submit. This power was
greatly abused. A lawyer might submit to a

judge or referee a thousand questions remotely
bearing on a case merely to confuse the Issue
and trnp the court into an error on which ap-

peal could be founded. The present rule al-
lows litigants to present all their points, and
leaves the court to make its own statement of
findings pertinent to a case

FACTS ABOUT THE CIT7.

A «nalne public Berriee willbe done by the

Citr^lnb in it. publication of a aerie, of

cf our municipal government. The «wra»«
clM'ta « fear, not altogether well informed

u^such matters', and to such toe* of informa-
tion are due many unwitting violation, of law

many failnrw to secure the full benefit of the

law and a pretty general failure to appreHate

the good or bad qualities of local administra-

tion Naturally there follow, indifference a. to

tbe personal organization of the goronment

and in the train of such indifference come moat

of the evils to which the metropolis if.heir. «
the City Club can. through such pamphlets air-

fuse a general knowledge of the essential facto

of the municipal government, it will do much

for the permanent elevation of that government
to a plane of integrity and efficiency.

These pamphlets are not to be campaign docu-

ments in a political sense. They willcertainly

be, however, strong documents in the perennial

campaign of good government against "graft

and Incompetence. We printed yesterday some
figures from the first of the series dealing with

the Health Department. These showed the

startling contrast between prices paid for sup-

plies in 1900 and in 1902. Decreases of from

$18 to $9 IS a down for syringes, from Do to -»
cents a dozen for drinking glasses, of from

$29 66 to $14 each for electric fans, and from 55

to less than two cents a pound for alum are

mightily eloquent to the taxpayer's ears; espe-

cially when the articles at the lower prices are
fully equal and sometimes much superior In

quality to those at the higher figures. Equally

striking, though quite different in character, are

some statistics about diphtheria, which show

that down to 1895 the number of deaths in the

hundred thousand ranged from 167.7 to 105.2,

while since that year Ithas been from 91.2 to
48.7; and that before 1895 the percentage of

fata! cases was from 41 to 29.7, while since then

ithas declined from 19.1 to only 10.9. The sig-

nificance of these figures lies largely in the fact

that it was in 1896 that the department began

the distribution and administration of antitoxin.
These figures are taken nt random from the

appendix of this pamphlet. The bulk of the

publication is devoted not to statistics, but to

an interesting narrative and description, tell-

ing the reader what he wants to know Ifhe is

curious, and what he ought to know if he is

public spirited. Every citizen ought to be

public spirited, and therefore ought io be well

informed about his own city. There may be to

some a little more fascination in reading of the

quaint or picturesque municipal customs of

some Old World towns. The greatest practical

value is to be found in understanding the law

and the practice of caring for the sick and of

protecting the health of all right here in our

own New-York.

efforts for toproremant and v*****?:™
Incompetent to administer In this State.

Harry B. F^ith ami Item Kerk«r are to col

laborate on a musical plecs for Mis* Elan-he Rl«;
to be produced for the summer season at »

Brown"?

Robert Edeson will play a return **?*?°*££Brooklyn next month in -RoWtor. of
Mr Edeson will continue to present this play next

sla*on until the new year, when be will<o v- *•

Hudson Theatre, in WM Forty-fo— *-#t.
new play of AmerU.in lire.

Rehearses of "Uttle Lord Fauntleroy" be-

K^Lday Ithas beetv discovered that there ar.

thirteen people in the cast, the !ay to -**?.
ducerf on A.nril U. the two chUdr*. »h« *lJ

'
a'2d

nate in Ik. leading part are each thirteen W*^,

STBS 8-"SWBJ« \u25a0WBJK&SS
tious?

In answer to the request of the management for

suggestions, several letters have been received at

the Broadway Theatre setting forth what sort of

a girl should represent New-Tork In the sons «
the cities In "The Prince of Pilsen.' A medium

sized brunette, who holds her skirts op with both
hands in front of her. and "takes stops across the

Stag" five feet apart." is the nwtniiMof one man.

\nother keen observer or metropolitan li" say*

Emphatically that he should be "M tillblonde, an

wear the most expensive gown* th« nausniMl
can afford." This letter led Mr. Savage to eTC^.m.
"A Daniel!" Still another man nvs thut «*/»*T"
York girl.should be tall, with brown hair and »w»
eyes-the hair could be arranged foe eastly-awi

should N. -a Gibson **- Bui did any onr «£"
see a Gibson girl In real Bfe? Why do« not -Ir.

Same* a. an easy solution of toe "£g«-£^
Brooklyn. _^____

••The Babes of Toy Idind** I? the name chosen

for th« musical extravaganza that Glen MacDon-
ouch and Victor Herbert are writingand compos!^

for Julian Mitchell and Mr. Hamlin to produce

next fall. Mr. Mitchell promises to use «WT

effort to secure elaborate mechanical devices t>

make the show arausins and attractive for chil-
dren and grown-ups alike.

Henry W. Savage has decided to sail for Italy

next Saturday, to witness the performance at Milan
of Pucclni"s new opera, "Mine. Butterfly." Mr.
Savage holds the American rights to this late?:

work of the composer of "Tosca." Mr. Savag-»

leaves behind him four companies on the road art

two on Broadway, one of them pre? -. ntin* the be*s
musical comedy of the season. -"The Sultan *>

Sulu." to the largest houses drawn by any attrac-

tion now in the city. H« seems to V' a D^slWafactor In the situation that is developing in m
theatrical world.

Charles Frohman has telegraphed from England

that William Gillette will appear next season In

J. M. Barries successful comedy "The Admlra^
Crlchton." at the request of Mr. Barri* himself,

who was firm In the opinion that Gillette was U

man for the part. The American production wt.l

be made in Daniel Frohmttn ? New Lyceum Theatre,

and as the play is expected to run the season o-:'

Daniel Frohman will not reorganize the Lyceum

Stock Company for another year. O'eoarye.Jl;-.
Gillette cannot appear In "Hamlet now for an-
other season." How many postponements doss tnta
make? Five, at the least.

Weber & Fields Make an Engagement-

Gillette and '•The Admirable Cricliton."
Mis'' Suzanne Sheldon has b«en engaged by Weber

& Fields to support Charles Rlchman in Iks
Victor Mapts play. In which the former Entire
stock actor will start nest season. Miss Sheldon
is at present supporting George Alexander in "IfI

Were King"in London. She made herself a repu-

tation here when she supported Mr.Bothers in the

same play last season. Miss Sheldon's father to
Charles Sheldon, the manager of th» *-a"cfv;*
Lyceum in this city. Her family were among the
early settlers of Vermont, where she was born ssd
went to school.

NOTES OF THE STAGE.

BENEFIT FOR BEEKMAN "h!LL CHURCH.

An entertainment was jrtven last evening In the

Astor Gallery of the Waldorf-Astoria for th« bene-

fit of the Beekman Hill Methodist Episcopal

Church. A large audience was present and \u25a0

handsome sun» was realised. The programme con-

sisted of (Jramatic impersonations by Miss Man*

Burroughs (Mrs. Robert B. Macpherson). and vocal
and instrumental solos by Mrs. Henry V. Jam*?.
Mrs. William C. Brown. Mrs. Irene L, Cumminj.
Miss Jessie Shay and James A. Met£S»lf. the must-

cal part of the entertainment being under the dic-
tion of Mrs. Hattie Clapper Morris.

ELECTED A PRINCETON PROFESSOR.

[r.v TBixeKArn to Tn>; Tr.ißrME-1
PrincAtnn. N. J.. March St.—It was announced at

thf> Theological Seminary to-day that the R»v Br.
Theoren H. Rice, pastor of the Central Presbyte-

rian Church of Atlanta, Ga.. ha.i been elect-a pro-

fppsnr of homlletics. to succeed Professor William

M. I'axton. who resigned th- chr^lr last May. Dr.

Rice was graduated from the Union Theological

Seminary of Richmond, Va_. about ten yean ago.

He is thirty-five years old. He Is at present head

of the movement started in Atlanta for a SI.COG.OOO

endowment of a Southern university, to be founded

at Atlanta. Ga. The institution will absorb the

Southwestern University. It will be a non-sec-

tarian university, but willhave a Presbyterian the-
ological department. The chair in homines has
been occupied this year by the Hey. Dr. SaanrtA.
Martin, president of Wilson College, Chambers-
burp. Perm.

RAMSEY SAILS TO SEE SICK DAUGHTER.

Joseph Ramsey. jr.. pre?irt»nf of the WabaaJi

Railroad Company, sailed yesterday «n UM Kron-
prinz Wiili-lm for rhorbour-. wher<^ ho will pro-

c**A to i-aim. Kitypt. Tl> *"<»= --'-\u25a0roTl In ~spor!<;<»

to a cable m??F!is» received two or three days

atm, informing htm that his eldest dauahtsr hart

hren taken illwith typhoid f*v<»r in Cairo. Mr.
Ramsey may b*> away about s'x w«eka.

JAMES STJLLMAN RETURNS.

James Stillman. pres-ld*»nr of the National Clt?
Bank, who ha? r«-*n In th- SoUr.h for several

week?, has returned to th»» dry.

PRESENTATIONS TO THE POPE.
Rome. March 2t.-Monsignor Kpnnedy. r°"tnr Of

the American College, here. to-da> pres*nte<l to tha
Pnn« hi private audience W. E. Lant and family.

of Lancaster. Perm.; Mr. and Mr*. McElroy, *
Baltimore; Miss Hughes, of N»w-York. srar :-
niece of the late Archbishop fiusjMS), and Father
Sullivan, of New-York.

MISS RUTH HANNA SICK.
Cleveland, Blares St.- Senator Haana, who arrived

here on Saturday, received f> t'lcjcram from ThoTr.-
asvll!*1. <;a.. to-day concerning: the s*»rtous Illness
of his daiiKht<r. Mi.=« Ruth Hi-.na. who Is suffer-
ing; from typhoid f<v-r. Whii<» Miss Bason's con-
dition Is hot as yet alarmlns. the Senator is greatly
worried, and may decide tf> break some of his «a-
gagements and go to Thomasvllle shortly.

YON WALDERSEE COMING. HERS.

Berlin. March 24.-Th* fount and Countess of
WsM—'"

I. formerly Mi** Lee. a! New-York, will
sail. Itis announced, for New-York in the roi(Uß#of.
April. The count has never been to America. H<>
told General Corbin at th« time of the latter* visit
to Germany last September that h#» had Ion? hoped
to see his wife* native land, but something had
always prevented him from Rolnsr

THE VANDERBILT-NEILSON WEDDING.
[BT TELEGRAPn TO T3E TRtBCVB.J

Newport. R. 1.. March 24.— 1t was armour. her*
to-day that Mrs. Frederick Nellson had rented
Arleigh. the Ruthven Pratt eottag* In Beileru*-
ive. An attempt had been made to secure Us*
Osgood villa, but no satisfactory arrangement

could be made, as ithad been rented for th» season
by Mrs. Charles Daniels, who has taken the plac*

for the summer.
Th« date of the weddins? has been fixed for Tues-

day. April14. and It will be performed by the Rev.
William B. Meenan. pastor of St. Mary's ChurcH.

Mr*. Oornfll'is Vandnrbilt has given orders for
the opening of the Breakers, where the Var.derfclit
families will *>« entertiin^d during their stag hero.

Mrs. Nellson Is at pre;-« at In New-York arranging:

for the wedding, while arrangement* hers ar»
superintended by Mrs. Arthur T. K«mp.

The bill now before the legisl&turt to enable
the com mission to go on and report a plan of
reform next year ought to be passed. The
necessity of reform is generally conceded, and
it is obvious that neither the commission nor
anybody else, in the legislature or outside it Is
pn»rwm-<l sr present to offer any cure. There ts
no choice but to take more time or abandon ail

THE LAWS DELAYS.

Unless the legislature extends the life of the
commission to investigate the law's delays, the
extensive work already done by that body un-
der the act passed last year will go for naught
and we shall be no nearer than before to a so-
lution of the problem. There tftnnot be the
least doubt that the problem is as acute as ever.
The need of a remedy Is not less than when
public appreciation of the practical breakdown
of the judicial machinery here led to the
creation of the commission. Perhaps Ifit had
been promptly appointed a final report might

have been made to this legislature, but the diffi-
culty of securing the right men at the begin-
ning of summer led to long delay, and there was

not time to make any adequate study of the
situation before the beginning of the year.

Nevertheless, a great der.l of work has been
done that can be made useful if the investiga-

tion is continued. The commission has gone
over the court records for the last seven years
to ascertain the amount of business accom-
plished and the average limit of judicial capac-
ity in disposing of cases here. It has also
looked into the methods in other cities -where a
large amount of business is transacted, to dis-
cover if judges accomplish more in them, and,

if so. how well and by what method of pro-
cedure. That is the scientific way of studying

the question. Itwill be extremely difficult to

devise independent schemes to cere abuses, but
by comparison much may be learned. Itis well
known, for instance, that criminal trials are
conducted with more speed, dignity, and, above
all, certainty of punishing crime, in New-Jersey
than in New-York. Analysis should discover
the reason and show at how to remodel our
proeedurs In the light of the excellent methods
of our neighbor. The English courts, too, have
a reputation of cutting through red tape and
quickly getting rid of suits withont merit which
load oar calendars. The commission has gone
far enough in this direction to promise valuable
Information If time Is giren to complete the
work.

This bill justly fell under suspicion the mo-

ment it attracted attention, for the reason that
it did not clearly disclose Its meaning, but was
vague, complicated and apparently intended to

produce results which could not readily be fore-
seen. At first the disposition of those who had
ohfervpd these faults msy have been to assume
that they were due to carelessness or incompe-

tence rather than to ingenuity; but the deeper

the probe went the plainer itbecame that the
obscurities of the bill were the reason for its
existence, while now not a doubt remains in the
minds of impartial investigators, like the As-
sistant Counsel to the Corporation who is sta-

tioned at Albany to watch legislation affecting

this city, that itbestows great and unwarrant-
able privileges on our local transportation com-
panies. Iv short, they are sure that it Is a
sneak bill of the mn»t flagrant sort, craftily de-
stgmd by its beneficiaries to escape public at-
tention and gain the support of unwary or un-
scrupulous members of the legislature.

Spokesmen for the street railroad companies

sometimes profess to be griered or indignant on
account of the censure to which operations

within their field of activity are freely sub-
jected by the public, and declare that they can-
not understand such an attitude of hostility. If
they would prayerfully consider the case of this
Goodsell bill they might see a light.

"WITHDRAW FOR REPAIRS."

Senator Goodsell has withdrawn his railroad
Mil for amendment because of the manner in

which it has been attacked since light began to

sift through its mysterious phraseology. The
Senator says that he hopes to make changes

which will satisfy his critics, but he does not

undertake that task in c mood which Inspires

confidence, for he stil! asserts his inability to

recognize the justice of the objections which
he consents to remove. The general impression

at Albany seems to be that the bill willnot be
seriously pressed again at this session, but we

hope its' opponents willbe on the lookout for its
reappearance and prepared to analyze its pro-

visions without delay in case it should sudden-
ly emerge. It is not unfair to say that if its
sponsor in the legislature persists in thinking it
is all right those who ere convinced it is all
wrong cannot safely trust him with its re-
vision.

EUROPE AND CUBAN RECIPROCITY.
Ithas been rumored at Berlin that as soon as

reciprocity In trade to established between the

United State, and Cuba, Germany «d P«*WJ
some other European powers, will ask both

these governments for identical concessions to

them, «i the ground of the "most favored na-
t}on"'cl.uae InTxisting treaties. This rumor
seems to bay. been taken seriously itW.

and even In this country some have used it:**

an argument against ratification of the Cuban

treaty, saying that we shall be bound to grant

the demands of Europe or else violate our treaty

obligations and quarrel with those countries
All such talk chiefly serves, however to pro-

mote the gayety of nations. The idea that the

conventional "most favored nation" clause ap-

plies to reciprocity treaties is not to be enter-

tained for a moment Ever since the days of

Monroe and Adams It ha« been a well estab-

lished principle that a covenant to give to any

nation the privileges that are granted to the

most favored nation refers only to gratuitous

privileges, and doe« not at all refer to privi-

leges granted on the condition of reciprocal ad-

vantage*. That principle has been affirmed and

confirmed in too many cases and during too

many years to be seriously challenged at this

Itmay be, of course, that Germany and other

nations will make some such formal request.

They willnet do no, however, with the slight-

est expectation that it willbe granted. Their

purpose will be simply to remind the United
States that they, too, may take a hand at the

same game, and make commercial treaties dis-
criminating in favor of other countries and thus

against the United States. The United States

must expect that. We do not think itneed be
frightened at the prospect. There has been

some talk lately about a Central European

Customs Union, to be formed for the express

purpose of boycotting the United States. Thus

far only on? country appears to have approved

the scheme. That country is Utopia.

prosaic reason tor rejoldojf or* the departure

rfwtoteV Tbosa. too, wh© are wbject to

children, the advent of a new season lends a

P^Sible stimulus. Finally, the thousands who

drirVand strollin the park, and in the country

will experience delight at the return of con-

ations which at the same time facilitate such

neasures and lend to Nature her greatest

2ST The agriculturist and fruit grower

mutt cherish misgivings as to the possible oc-

currence of untimely frosts when vegetation is

in a forward state, but even these fears ma}

not be realized. Itto too early yet to tell.

An early spring was to be expected, perhaps,

from the behavior of winter. The seasons show

a notable disregard of the almanac- They be-

£ln witha freakish indifference to the calendar,

sometimes wincing unaccountable slnggish-

tiess and sometimes betraying undue prompti-

tude. One need not look back many years

to find winter* that did not open TintH Feb-
ruary and extended well into March- The

laer onset of practically continuous cold
weather, bowerer. came anatnally early. If
it did n&t prove particularly trying, the win-

ter of IMS-***attained Its legitimate length by

the first ©f M«eh. Another natural anticipa-

tion ha« been mli**l.too. to the last few

»-eafci. On« season seldom giTes way to its suc-

cessor gradually. The transition is likely to be

rather abrupt. Whatever be U»e explanation,

the fact is that the chapters into witch the

meteoroWeEl year isdivided ere, withmnm«-
eepttoM. fairlyartftwt from «*»>*£ The

Initiation of the preaeot spring was a littlebet-

ter defined than that of some others, possiwy,

btrtnot enough so to Justify surprise.
By most people the change willbe welcomed.

Tb? exceptional** high price of fn*ldaring the
,i«*i ei£it or tea moiitiw i« a strong, even it

AX EAJtLT EPRTXQ.

There can do looter be any doubt that spring

is here, and thai: it is ahead of time. When a

irenutrtcable warm ware carried off most of the
Accumulations of snow In the Northern States

'•eboat three weeke ago, and suddenly softened
the ice on lake and rirvr,It-would hare been
unwise to repose mwti confidence in the
prophetic character of the ©Tent Even after

;ths robins and bluebirds appeared inabundance
it \u25a0fiimfrt pongftiift that they might have been
a trine premature. Signs hare continued to
"multiply, though, In a convincing fashion. Cro-
tccsee and soovdpops are out, the Forsythia is
In bloom, and the bods on the trees have
•wobec vucfesttre£y. Nor hare indications of
>eral warmth bees observed in the latitude
of the metropolis s'onc This genial visitation

'has been reported also from the Adirondack^
and Northern Vermont, where its occurrence
must be regarded as much more phenomenal.

Of course, there willbe temporary reactions of
greater or less severity, but ethereal mildness
has now prevailed long enough to be entitled to

formal recognition.

Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop Rutherfurd return to
town next week from Alken. S. C, where they

have been spending the winter.

Miss Edith Poor. Mis* Sybil Kane. Mist Ethel
Greenough. Miss Esther White Harrison. Miss
Bertha Llpplnentt and Mis* Marion Harding Cur-
t!n are to be the bridesmaids of Miss Violet Whe!«*n
on the occasion of her marriage, to Malcolm B.
Orfenough, of Cleveland. Ohio. In Holy Trinity
Church, Philadelphia, on April 14. Miss Elsie
Whelen will be the maid of honor and Frailer

Curtis the best man. while the ushers willbe Her-
man Klnnleatt Edward Thursten. Langdon Mar-

vin. Mitchell Hustings. Frederick Jordan and
Charles Whelea. jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John A. GrtewoM axe at Morris-
town. N. .1.. staying with her daughter. Mrs. John
Murray Forbes.

Senator and Mrs. Depew return to town from
Washington this week. They are to visit Mr. and
Mrs. George W. Vanderbilt at Biltmore in th«
spring.

John B. Henderson. Jr., nnd his wife, who was
Ml.«s Angelica Bchuyler Crosby, have rompleted

their wedding trip and are vMttng relatives nt

Washington.

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont have moved
Into town from their country place, at Hempstead.
lying Island.

Mr. and Mrs. H. McK. Twombly have likewise
returned to town, and are preparing to open
Florham. their country place at Morristown, N.J.

Mr. and Mr? William A. Perry, who have spent

the winter In Egypt and the Holy Land, have re-
turned to town and are at their house, In East
Ftfty-sixth-st.

Mrs. William Jay. Mrs. William A. Street, Miss
Ghiraee and Mrs. William Everard Strong werf

amonff the patronesses of the concert Riven by

Miss Leila Livingston Morse yesterday afternoon
at the Waldorf-Astoria.

Colonel and Mrs. John Jacob Astor cave a large,

tHnenr last night at their bouse In Flfth-ave.. and

Miss Josephine Dre.xel had a theatre party for
Miss Ksler. of Philadelphia, who Is staying with
her, h*r guests comprising Miss Josephine Atter-

bury. Miss Cornelia Redmond. Miss Mail* Dela-

fleid". Seymour Perkins. Roland Holt, Rutgers Jew-
ett and C. Goldsboroutrh. After attending the per-
formance at the Garrlck Theatre- Miss Drcxel took
her guests to supper at Delmonleo's.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.
There Is no truth In the report that the Fort-

nlghtly Dances are to go out of existence. They

•trill be continued as usual next season, the dates

fixed for the dances being December 15 and 29. Jan-
uary 12 and 26 and February 9.

NOTES OF SOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.

Washington. March 21 (Special). -Captain and
Mrs. \rarren Beach, of New-York, who spend each

spring at their Washington home and who enter-

tain graciously throughout their stay, pave the

first of a series of dinners tonight. Th«r guests

Included Mrs. Nelson A- Miles. Associate Justice

Brown and Senator Warren.
Mrs. John Watts Kearny and Mi:-*K»amy went

to Richmond to-day to visit the family of Miss

Kearny's fiance. Julian Hill.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Walsh have returned

from Palm Beach, with their young son and daugh-

ter.
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Barbour. of Rhode Island-

ave.. are making a visit to Atlantic City.

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Wartsworth. the latter

a :lighter of Secretary Hay. returned from a

West Indian tour yesterday.

Miss Alice L. Rlggs, who with her younger sister.
Miss Jennie Riggs, lives n one of the most spa-

cious homes in the fashionable section InI-st.. has
just secured permission to erect a one story brick
building for the storage of automobiles. The lot Is

In the heart of ons of the best residence sections

of the city, feeing diagonally across from the Rus-

sian Embassy and a square from Scott Circle.

Th« residents are indignant, but their only remedy

will be, In concerted action should they be an-
noyed by the noise of the machines at night. Th«

Misses Rlkks are highly esteemed In official and
resident society. Their late sister. Lady Howard,

married the present British Minister to The Hague,

whose son. George Howard, married Mrs. Clifford

Perrlne a few months apo. Miss Howard, a daugh-

ter of the nobleman, has '-fen spending the winter

Justire" aamsa
ams \lrs. Oliver Wendell Holmes, who

have been occupying: a rented house in Lafayette
Square, will soon have a home of their own. as
Justice Holmes has just purchased a handsome
piece of property In T-st.. near Righteenth-st.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
Washington. March 34 (Speclan.— Italian Am-

bassador and Slgnora Mayor dos Planches gave a

dinner to-night. Their guests were the Peruvian
Minister and Mm*. CaMeron. Mr. and Mrs. Cabot
Ward. Mr. and Mrs. John W. HerrWson. Mrs.

Wallach. Miss Gwynr.<\ Miss Prevens. Jps.=» Brown.

Commander S-ha^fer. or th* Carman Embassy.

and Slgnor Borghetti. of th* Italian Embassy.

The French Ambassador and Mme. Jns^erand
have returned from their trip to Chi™ o and !Tew-

York.
Private advices from Berlin I*llof tli*elevation

to the rank of ambassador of Baron Mnmtn yon

Rchwartzensteln. who was for a number of years
secretary of embassy here. He is la relieve fount

Wedel as Imperial German Ambassador at Rome.

Baron Mumm Is nt present minister to China, and

strong influence was brought to bear on the For-

eign omVe. to send him to Washington a« Dr. yon

Holler-en's successor, but the Emperor had already

selected Baron yon SternburK for that officv

Announcement was made to-day of the promo-

tion of Count yon Montgplas, for several years
third secretary of embassy here, to succeed Mr.
yon Soheller as Imperial Gorman Secretary of I,e-

icatlon at Bucharest. The promotion of Count yon

Montjrelas is In recognition of his work unrier Herr
yon Holleben and Rarnn yon Sternbnrg. Me will
start for his new post thi* sprint;. His successor
here has not yet been announced. Mr. yon Scheller
hap been ordered to Washington as th" successor
of the second secretary. Baron yon Hitter, who

recently secured leave of absence. The appoint-

ment is also announced of Lieutenant Martin, of

the German army, as honorary attache of th*
Washington embassy. The German Embassy win
probably be transferred to Lenox. Mass.. for the

cummer. The minister is now negotiating for a

house.

THE CABINET.
Washington. March 24 (SperlaD.-Secrotary Shaw

will arrive In the city to-morrow, after having

visited New-Orleans. Atlanta and otner Southern
cities. He left Atlanta at noon to-day, after occu-

pying the morning with a visit to the proposed

sites for the new federal oulldinK- Colonel Robert

J. Lowry. of Atlanta, was the Secretary's host. and

proved a royal entertainer. Secretary Shaw was

also the guest of honor last #v*nln* at a dinner at

the Capital City Club, given by the Atlanta Clear-

ing House Association.
Secretary of the Navy Moody, who is cruising In

the West Indies In the Dolphin, Is expected hack

in Washington about April 1" From Cuba the

Dolphin willsail south to Jamaica. I-atcr the Sec-

retary and his party will go to Porto Rlro. prob-

ably visiting Ponce. San Joan and other ports.

From San Juan the Dolphin will come directly to
Washington.

To-day's Cabinet meeting was brief and compara-

tivelyunimportant. Secretaries Shaw and Moody

Postmaster General Pajne and Attorney General
Knox were not present. Some consideration was

given to the appointment of an Assistant Secretary

of the Department of Commerce and Labor, but no
announcement was maf>.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

Washington. March 24 (Speclal).-Mrs. Roosevelt
will remain at the White House while the Presi-

dent is on his Western trip. He will return In

time to take part In the ceremonies at the opening

of the rew Dutch Reformed Church, of which he

Is a member, on June 7. an 1 un the IBth will go to

the family home at Oyster Day. with Mrs. Roose-

velt and the children. When Miss Alice Roose-

velt returns from Porto Rico she will go to Brook-
line, Mass.. to spend the Easter holidays with her

grandmother. Mrs. George Lee.

Charles S. Francis, formerly minister to Greece,

called on the President to-day and printed to

him a formal message of greeting and good will

from the King of Greece. Mr. Francis took

luncheon with the President.

A Permanent Cure.— Hodge— You mean to «ay
that Christian Science cured you?

Podge— Sure!Hodge Of appendicitis?
Podge— No. Of Christian Science.— (Brooklyn Life.

HELPING THE HEATHEN.
{Tacoma, Wash.— H. F. Krohnskyn, of Seoul,

Corea. is on his way to New-York and Philadel-
phia to contact for idols to be used In the temples
of his country a» well as li< China. He is sent by
a wholesale tirm, and has models with him. He
says that a few years ago an American firm sent a
few idols as a girt to one of the sacred orde; s, and
a demand for them has resulted. 1

"The heathen in his blindness
Bows flown to wood and stone"—

Some Idol inexpensive
He puts upon a throne:

But now we'll tpach the heathen
The error of his way.

And sell him' modern idols
Made In the V. S. A.

We'll lift the foolish heathen
From groping In the dust.

Ar.J chango and civilize him
—

We'll form an I.iol Trust.
For ;igos he hi!s grovelled

Insuperstition dim.
But now v.ell help his progress

By making gods for him.

No sev<*n handod figures:
No gods with coiling tails:

No birds, no bugs, no serpents,
No animals, nor whales-

No. Fir! He'll have our idols:
A Fhovelful of coal.

A meter, and an nil can
To terrify h!8 soul.

A bonnet and a ribbon:
A bargain ad.— the strif*

They'll cause willmake the hrathen
Yearn for a better life.

The poor, benighted pagan
Will rome out of the dark

And Dow before our idol—
The mighty dollar mark!

—(Chicago Tribune.

The s.udents of Dublin University are as full of
pranks at students the world over. They cele-
brated the election of a new memo*"* of Parlia-
ment recently. James H. Campbell, th^ "rish So-
licitor General, who was elected, was borne
through the rtreets on the shoulders of students, or
pitting on the driver's seat of a "Jaunting car,"
with yelling students between the shafts, or mak-
ing a speech from tha top of a lorry. Poor Mr.
Campbell's dress was naturally in a deplorable

state after all this, and In this condition he was
brought to a photographer's. «hera»he sat for his
picture, ordered bjr the stnuents BOthe rate of
twelve for a shilling.

The Paris papers have unearthed a new anecdote
about Victor Hugo. During the latter years of

his long life he was very fond of surveying man-
kind from the vantage* ground of the top of an
omnibus. He used to make long excursions
through the gay city perched on the top of the
homely 'bus. which he seemed to prefer to any

other vehicle. An amusing and characteristic
anecdote of the great poet, who was most court-

eous and attentive to the lovely sex, la related by

a review. One fins day. as he was enjoying a ride
under these conditions, a fascinating young woman
climbed up to the summit of the tramcar on which

he was seated, and Bteered her way toward tha

only vacant place, which happened to be the

one next to him. She was about to tske posses-
sion of it when a sudden joltsent her instead into

Victor Hugo's lap. As soon as she had recovered
herself, the pretty girl turned to the poet, and,

her fair cheeks suffused with crimson, said: "Ibeg

your pardon, monsieur." "And I." ho replied gal-

lantly, "thank you. mademoiselle."

Limited—Clara— Did he kiss you more than once?
"Once and a half. He only had an hour. 1 —(Life.

While the Casket Coverers and Trimmers' Union,

m the United States, demands that all coffins should

bear the union label, the grave diggers at Guaya-

quil, Ecuador, have gone on strike, and refused

to bury people. They ask<*d the administrator*
of the cemeteries for an increase of pay,

since the epidemic had doubled their work,

and was exposing them to disease. Their de-
mand having been rejected, the grave dig-

gers refused to bury the corpses, which were piled

in the cemetery's public vault. Some wealthy

families offered to pay the price required by tha
strikers, hut their offers were rejected. The situ-

ation had become very alarming, for the epidemic

would be aggravated by the failure to bury the
dead, and the city authorities were discussing, at
the time of the latest mail, the best means to put

a stop to the grievous and dangerous strike.

At the request of the confirmed dyspeptic the
operator was taking an X ray photograph of the
seat of his trouble. "This. Isuppose." remarked
tne sufferer, with a. ghastly attempt to be face-
tious, "is what might be called taking light exer-
cise on an empty stomach."— (Chicago Tribune.

Things educational are away to the bad in some
of the South Dakota school districts. As scon as
a new teacher arrived some man came
along and married her, and all the children are
111 from eating too much wedding cake. Not long

ego the following notice was put up on the door
cf one district school: "Teacher wanted—lf single,

must be old and unattractive, as two wealthy

bachelors threaten to marry the next teacher of
this school." To avoid a clash on account of
the. notice a compromise was agreed to, so that
two very determined old maids now teach the
school week about.

THE TALK OF TI7E DAT.

The !«poke?men of a liquor dealers' associa-

tion who abused Mayor Low because he would
not break an engagement with other citizens in

order to see them at a particular time. ?nd who

became highly indignant when they learned

that he would not see them at all until they had
answered certain Interesting questions on the

subject of saloon assessments, have discovered
that the Mayor is not an easy mark. They now

perceive that h« has the advantage of position

as well as the moral advantage, and are likely,

as soon a.i they are a little cooler, to consider

ways of effecting a more or less inglorious re-
treat.

The Erie application for a passenger bridge

over West-st. ought to be granted. Light steel
span?, well devised by competent architects and
engineers, may be exceedingly useful in lessen-

ing the perils of crowded crossings. They should
not be cumbrous or uncouth. Carefully and

wisely planned, they may possibly be even more
advantageous than "Isles of safety."

The hunting of the North Pole becomes an all

absorbing passion with many explorers, and new

expeditions will go Northward this year and in

1904.

When the Panama Canal Is finished and the
first ships go through, heading' a procession to

be kept up for a thousand years, and then an-

other. Senator Morgan, if he still survive, may

feel like doins; penance for his obstruction of

that work by standing awhile in humility and

repentance silent upon a peak in Darien. It

would he an imposing an well aa a properly

expiatory tableau, historic as Balboa's, and
worthy of a sonnet getting his name Tight.

The bill Introduced in the State Capitol to per-

mit the building of an abattoir on Manhattan

Island in opposition to the Beef Trust will find
a great dea* of support in public sentiment.

On March 16 President Draper of the Uni-

versity of Illinois wrote ft letter to tb« Editor of

The Tribune on the school question. It was re-
ceived on the evening of the 18th and published

in this paper on the morning of the. 20th. Itap-

peared on the 19th in "The Albany Evening

Journal" and on the 20th In "The Albany

\rgus" with tbe prefatory statement that be-

cause'it had not appeared in The Tribune Us

publication in those papers was requested by

President Draper. The implication, of course, Is

that The Tribune hai refused to print it,

whereas It was put in type at once, and the de-

lay of one day in Klvin*it to the world meant

only, as Dr. Draper should have assumed, that

the pressure of other mattes s could not be judi-

ciously overcome at such short notice. On the

whole it strikes us that h« resorted to a rather

shabby little device for a man of his reputation

when he caused his letter, within twelve hours

of Its receipt by us. to be put in type by another

paper, with a reflection on our courtesy.

tract, are fulfilled honestly and fairly under

careful supervision.
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TEE WEW9 THIS JfO/?.Vf.VO.

: FOREIGN.— in regard M the iWw
,i?fS>D«vaai loan caused a. further fall InBritish
icanaoi*.

—
x court martial has been author-

ized to tryMajor General Sir Hector Maedcnald.
commending V.c British forces in Ceylon, \u25a0\u25a0

.•charges of alleged immoral conduct.
—

\u25a0 \u25a0 The
JFrench Chamber of Deputies, by a vote of .-HH

!*o 246, refused to authorize religious preaching
orders. =^ After making a gallant defence
ftfte Americans in the town of Surigao, Province
rot Mindanao, captured by ladrones on March 'Zl.
San relieved by constabulary. \u25a0'-\u25a0"\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0

Secretary

{Moody selected Guantanamo as the site of the
jprtacipal naval station in Cuba.

-
An agr«e-

«a«rt for a. new fast line of steamers between
\u25a0*"Mn»fli and Glasgow and Liverpool has been
signed by the Dominion Government and the
JUian £**«.

-
\u25a0.

- Warships at Baa Domingo rs-
Btored (julctin the city; the forces of the revolu-
tionary troops are increasing. =Details of
•the rioting in Trinidad showed th*t fourteen
iaatives Mlkilted ana forty wounded. ==
rTbe Count and Countess yon Walderaee are ex-
{•fcted to Bail for this country about AprilL>.

r ./, \u25a0 The eruption of La. Souffriere was re-
jported from St. Vincent to be diminishing.

DOMESTIC— President Roosevelt appointed
rVTUItaiD M. Collier, now head of the New-York
B*tete Civil Service Commission, a special as-
wistant attorney general to aid In the enforce-
ment of anti-trust laws. -' The War De-
partment's plane for providing a new currency

t£or th* Philippines were outlined. -\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-' Senator
,-X>»ri£'« bill providing for a 1.000-ton barge
canal, 10 cost $101.0H0,000, was passed by the

iSeuate *t Albany.
——

Mr». Burdick eaid at
'the Inquest into the death of her husband that
3»ennell had spoken of committing suicide in his
.letter*; she denied any knowledge of the mur-
derer inanswer to repeated questions. '. . . The
incorporation of the National Packing Company
InNew-Jersey witha capital stock of $15,000,000
was announced in Chicago;the director* of the
company include member* of the Armour, Swift,
Morris and other large packing companies, and
.'*. was said that the new corporation would buy
many of the present concerns and expected to
do a business of 1150,000.000 a yea*-. =====
Ftockoolder* of the Pennsylvania Railway Com-
pany, at a meeting In Philadelphia, approved
the increase of the capital stock of the company
to f400.000.000. —--' The arrangements have
been completed for President Roosevelt* visit
to Chicago on his Western trip.===== The United
States Steel Corporation started 1,500 new coke
ovens. - The coal trust operating In Chi-
cago -was enjoined by Judge Kohlsaat In the
•Vnited States District Court in Chicago.

ClTY.—Stocks were weak and lower. ;.\u25a0-• "t

Control of the New -Tnrk Central and direction
< 'its operation. It was announced, have passed
tfroiri the Vanderbi!t<« to the Rockefeller-Penn-
*ylvania-Morgan combination. -\u25a0 :

-
A $00,-

«Vt"!.«i00 Riortfrage was filed on the property and
TighU c? the New-York and N»w-Jer»ey Bridge
Company, arousing the belief that a Hudson
Oliver bridge may b* built.

-
The hearing on

the summon* for H. H. Vreeland was begun.
: ::The Board of Aldermen passed a resolu-
tion against high license by a vote of 46 to 10.* At a meeting of the board of directors
lot th* New-York, New-Haven and Hartford
ffUilroad Company yesterday a proposition to
advance wages at the employes was decided on,
«nd President Hall said that he expected there
'would be no difficulty with the men. =====
•G«org« W. Perkins and others opposed the fran-
chise of the Interborough Railroad Company.
fc \u25a0' A suit for $25,000 damages for Injuries
JTocelred by a boy in the explosion In Madison
ißijuare wi* begun.

—
:
—-

The will of James
B£cCr#erjr was filed for probate; large bequests
neer* maAe to the widow and other members of
(the family. \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 Apoliceman rescued a woman
fend a child at a lire.'

TSJB WEATHER.— for to-day:

\u25a0Me Th« temperature yesterday: Highest, 65
'.degrees; lowest, 53.

A comprehensive plan for repaying a great

number of avenues and streets on both sides of

the East River la to be carried out, with a total
«p«nditur« of millions of dollars. The outlay is
sorely needed in many parts of New- York, and

the taxpayers will approve It, provided the con-

Th« grip is teartns its way through the coun-
try like a circular saw through a soft pine lojr.

Its onset everywhere is attended with much
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Where Is the

benefactor of the human race* who will discover
&n effective antitoxin for this distressing
malady?

GOOD ~\YORK.
The Health Department, which has been

notably diligent and efficient In its labors for
the general welfare, nsks for an appropriation
of the moderate amount of $5,000 to be used for
the purpose of stamping out the serious disease
of glanders among the horses Inthis city.

This department does excellent work. It is
not extravagant, and it makes eve-y dollar tell.
Itwastes no money, and its request should be,
granted promptly without quibble or cavil.

Just exactly as binding as a treaty to pay the
Sultan of Zanzibar an annual tribute equal to

the whole rever.u° of the United States. Neither
of these absurd extremes of treaty making, nor

more moderate treaties dealing with commerce
or promising to take money from the Treas-
ury, could become operative without legislation.

But one sort is as binding as the other. The
fact that under the constitution the legislation

to conform the tariff to the treaty must origi-

nate ir. the House makes no difference. In
spite of that rule of initiative, the Senate in
general tariff legislation actually prescribes all
sorts of schedules, leaving little but the enact-
ing clause of a House tariff bill. The right of
the House to an independent voice in appropria-
tions is as sacred under the constitution as its
right to initiative in revenue legislation. Ifthe
treaty is of obligation in international law when
itpromises to pny money, it is when it promises

to open a door to foreign goods, and the con-
stitutional prerogative of the House as a mu-
nicipal lawrnaking power is inboth cases equal-
ly respected.

THE DIFFERENCE.

The Interesting and agreeable academic dis-
cussion of the limits of the treaty making power
with our neighbor "The Sun" might be pro-
longed indefinitely without getting any nearer
a conclusion than have the two schools of con-
stitutional lawyers who have been debating the
question for a century, men like Jefferson, Gal-
latin and, most ably in recent years, J. Ran-

dolph Tucker holding the view taken by "The
Sun," while The Tribune's opinion 1b in har-
mony with the principles of "Washington, Ham-
ilton and Kent and of such later publicists as

William A. Duer and John N. Fomeroy. We
take leave of the subject, therefore, after an-

swering a direct question of "The Run." Itad-
mits that in general treaties which are not self-
executing as municipal law are valid interna-
tional obligations, but denies this of a reci-
procity treaty, since initiative in revenue legis-

lation is assigned to the House of Representa-
tives, and asks If a general abolition of the
tariff by the treaty making power would con-
stitute a promise either legally or morally bind-
ing upon this government.

Possibly some slight modification of that rule

is desirable, but the Brackett bill goes alto-
gether too far and is a step backward in the de-
velcpmeut of a simple and workable method of
procedure.


