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The Tribune presents to-day extracts from the suppressed report of the Tiiniiniij'
Committee of Five, which so suddenly suspended its activities when it lenrned the horri-
ble condition of affiirs t xisting under Tammany rule in this city. This picture of Tiee
as it existed on the Ea;-t Side undrr the Croker administration cannot be regarded as aa
unfriendly one.

Incontrast to it is the story gathered from unbiassed sources, which The Tribune abo
presents to-day, showing how completely an honest government in city affairs has elimi-
nated these abuses.

The public after a perusal of the report will not be surprised that Tammany dai
not care to have it see the light of day.

What the Reform Aidministration Has Done in Cleaning Up the

Old Red Li-h! District.

TAMMANY COMMITTEES SUPPRESSED REPORT OS
CONDITIONS UNDEM TAMMANY WCUL

THE EAST SIDE THEN AM) NOW
PRICE THREE CENTS.

SURVIVING MEMBERS OF TAMMANY"S VICE COMMITTEE.

NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, APRIL 11, IMS.-FOURTEEN PAGE&^^K2£2L?w

DR. PETERS ACCUSES TROLLEY DIRECTORS OF PAY-
ING 'GRAFT' FOR WILCOX MEASURE.

A Fight Against Standard Oil-Whitncy-Bclmont Syndicate, Says John
Dc Witt Warner at Mass Meeting.

When asked if he had any other plan as a
substitute in the event of the Northern Securi-
ties Company being dissolved, he replied: "We
tare made no plan« for the future except to
c; peal. Ican't say what course willbe taken,
but there willbe no appointing of trustees from

the various
-

ads with the object of their work-
ing in harmony. Such action is not necessary."

John W. Griggs. counsel for the Northern Se-
curities Company, was not inclined to discuss
the decision, but said: "I v. illnot comment on
the decision except to say it is at variance with
ir.yown opinions. The roads, itseems to me, are
held together by a community of interest in
order to be profitable for their shareholders. If
the decision is to prevail In this case it must
also hold good in the case of all other com-
panies holding stock in competing lines. And,
ir. addition, it might Just as well restrain the
riffht cf & man to hold stock inone raliroad be-
cause he held some in a competing line. In
these circumstances, why couldn't a law be
parsed stipulating what securities a man should

be restricted to buying-; likewise the amount he
mightpurchase? We shall have an appeal ready

es soon as the court
•

lea the decree."

Colonel William P. Clough. general counsel for
the Northern Securities Company, said: "Until
the full text of the decision is here Iwill make

no statement, and ifany is to be made it willbe
done when Ihave read the full decision. The
easiness cf the roads willgo or. just the Fame

f^ before."
Francis Lj-nde Stetson, counsel for the Mor-

gan interests, was asked if the decision would
iiff-ct the United States Steel Corporation.

"7t will not." he replied.
When several other questions were propourd-

«d. nis rei-iy was: You asked me a question;

Iantsuerfd it. Iam not going to debate the
matter wnh you."

A.t the law department cf the New-York C-*r.-
trkl it was asked if the decision would have
cr.y effect on the New-York Central-West Shore
agreement. \u25a0 Not in the slightest." was the
cpislos given out.

Senator Chauncey M.Depew. when seen about
——the effesU -t tix? decision, had this to say: "I

tave not read the full text yet. and therefore
cainot difTerentiate on Its effects: My own
op'r.im es a lawyer and the opinion of our legal

ciaft is that it will not affect the New-York
Central, as the case is entirely different."

Leaci-.r officials of the coal carrying railroad
properties sa:d last night, that, as there existed
co coal trust, the decision against the Securi-
ties inereer would have no effect on their com-

panies. .

OPIXIOX OF J. J. HILL.

Thinks Supreme Court WillDecide
Di'rcrcnily—Vieics of Others.

The decision of the United States Circuit
Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit ln the
Northern Securities case was variously re-
ceived by those most deeply interested yester-
day. Not for a long- time has a court decision
so thoroug-hiy ptlrred up the financial and ln-
datstrlai world. AH scrte of comment and criti-
cism were to ba heard in the financial district
end place? where the men who direct the af-
Jairs of srreit corporations gather. The peoplt-
xroet directly concerned ln the case, however.
ftT. h«pe to establish the legality of the merger
i;. Ike appeal.

There were several conferences at the offices
of J P. Morgan & Co yesterday, at which the
situation -was discussed. James J. Hill, presi-
dent of the Northern Securities Company, was
there several times in the course of the day.
Xt. Hili said later: "The rr.Etter of appeal Is
\u25a0aw in the hands of our counsel, and it will
ha. taker, as Baon as the decree is filed. Idon't
care to criticise the decision, but think that-

-c Court pisses on it. with full
\u25a0reaeatatioai at facts, it srfß be Been In s dif-
aexent MghT. We gre st:l! hopeful of a final de-

nr favor."

SAT P. R. R. IS SAFE.

The decision d no way bears on the situation
cf the Baltimore and Ohio and the Pennsyl-

vania The cases are not analogous, and. even
Bhould the Supreme Court decision uphold that
tlreadv given. Icannot see that we would be

affected In the Northern Securities case the

stock of two railroads was placed, together to

form an entirely new company ajid 10 place two

corci*ting lines under absolutely one manage-

ment On the other hand, the Pennsylvania
fc~,d the Baltimore and Ohio run absolutely as

f.vo independent railroads. The Interstate Com-

r.:-rc* provisions to prohibit the charging of

different rues by railroads, thus preventing
competition, and the provisions of the Anti-

Tnurt law, Intended to foster competition, seem

to place the roads in a peculiar position.
v,iL railroad circles here it b. pointed out hat

the PennsylTania owns not more than -w pe-

ceat cf the stock of the Baltimore and Ohio, a..d
the Baltimore and Ohio owns a much smaller
proportion of the Reading stocK On* i the
praKnt situation, it can be pointed out that the
ei.,ck outside of this ownership could come to-

Ivtfcer atd control the properties In °P^lnon
*o»*>e cc*n~iuniiv of interest ownership. Rail-

... -
cootroDUc «m-

ers cf the coir.petiner railroads.

Qjuulm Do Sot Believe Decision
Will Touch B. s) O. Holdings.

-
.m to the BUMDOE.]

.:• I
- WbDe PWtJI lent Loree of

\u25a0ai Ohio Ra:lroad Company-
\u25a0 Mt yet thoroug
_• :\u25a0

-• the Wotthem Becofi-
\u25a0VeftaJ close to the president

IT MAY BE IAE RFACHIKG.

W. H. Corbin on What the Decision Seems
to Indicate.

Elizabeth. N. J-. April 10.—Counsellor "William

H. Corbin. of Elizabeth, an authority on New-
Jersey corporation laws, had this to say to-

tight with reference to the decision In the

Northern Securities case: -The decision seems

to me harsh. Itis based on the Supreme Court's

hard ruling that restraiTit of trade of commerce
ia the Ar.ti-Trust Act means not unreasonable
restraint, but any direct restraint. Wken we

c. ... . m the rula of reasonableness in the

Interpretation of the meaning of statutes, we

n*y be led to almost any result. We can find

l*w to forbid anything. One of the questions

Involved to which we in New-Jersey are inter-

> Wted is how far one corporation shall be allowed

to own and vote for the stock of another cor-

loration Ithas been supposed to be a ques-

tion for each State to settle for itself, and for
its own corporations and other corporations

*>ln« business within its borders; but this

Northern Securities decision seems to indicate

that the federal statute, may result InPJ»yert-
ing a corporation of one State from holding

Etock in a corporation of another State. This

Itmost nifl2ant. and the far reaching: results
c/ it cannot be foreseen."

KNOX CONGRATULATES WATSON.
-Washington. April10.-D. T. Watson, who took a

jmnbest p&rt as e ovcm«ent counsel in the anru-
\u25a0Mßl cf the Northern Securities case at fat. UoUb.

fcas received the roßowbi* m^age of congratula-

tion from Attorney General Knox:

IbrS to renew my «pre«f"oor"£r".PJE&U
«nd

"
your great arg-m-r:t for the poyen^aeni.
ctii.gratulate you upon the victor}.

Or*
— -

aean. that the£. no soldered

Th" Kast Side are thankful for the cleaning: of
the bad things from our Cast Side. We willhelp

The foregoing may suffice to illustrate dozens

of similar general statements of conditions that
were at once forwarded to Croker's committee.

These Macedonian cries for assistance from so-
cieties, coincident as those from Jewish congre-

gations were with Bishop Potter's letter to
Mayor Van Wyck, serve to express the feeling

of the community Here is a different sort of
letter, sent to the committee by a despairing in-

habitant ofa tenement house. Itis a significant

example of the hundreds of similar communica-

tions sent by the poor and timid people, who
had learned to regard vice as the sacred order «C
th<r police.

CONGREGATION TIPHEP.ETH ISRAEL.

Here is a second letter to Lewis Nixon:
\u25a0
-••• afp*«<e**s»??^'fc**TrH**SSfflfS£!s'v*w*^!'a»wHP^il

Realizing the fact h.it ye \u25a0- coountttc* on the
improvement «>f morril conditions wants tn be>
fam'.Uai-tzed with th- true state \u0084{ affairs existing
on The lower East Side. we. the Consrregation P«=l
Zadecli Ar.she Ellta. baring a synagogue at Nos.
126 and 12a Forsyth-st.. to stat? that for sev-
eral years past th* n"ighborhoo.l surrounding out
svnagc>gue has become a disgrace io numapity.
The daunted vice practised without molestation

from the police ha» beoorne 'intolerable, ar.d we
most say we feel extremely gratified with tint
sympathy and active interest the many reformers
u't" taking in the suppressing of vice It inspire*
us with the hep* that yon will succeed la bringing
about a reformation that win Invigorate us with
new Ideas of propriety, decency and general
morality.

It Is adequate, also, to demonstrate that the)

people of the East Si\u25a0!». at the outset, took
Croker at his word and told the story of the
wrongs and outrages they suffered. The voice

of these poor, helpless victims of politically pro-
tected vice and the story of their wrongs may

also serve to refresh the memory of the people of
the city concerning the carnival of vice which,

flourished on the East Side in Tammany days.

It may, too, serve to explain why the people

turned to the fusion candidates as a last hope)

of salvation from Immoral and degrading con-
ditions, when the Committee of Five ielapsed

from investigating ir.to unbroken silence, with-
out prosecuting anil without ren:ovirg those in
power most responsible for the evils.

The following testimony in letter or In form
of cross examination is taken from documents of
the Committee of Five. It reproduces the story

told to Croker's committee of the East Side con-
ditions resulting from Tammany rule. The first
document is a letter to Lewis Nixon, as fallows:

LETTERS FROM TWO SYNAGOGUES.

In response to your call upon pn.»<} citizens to
help you in the exigency of exterminating the ex-
isting vice, especially on the lower Kast Side of
New- York, which ot reo-ct date has been modi
discussed, and inasmuch as your committee la
anxious to co-opt-rare withany p*-r:.on or organiza-
tion that 'desires the betterment of social condi-
tions and the restoration cf morality, we, th.»
Congregation Tipner»«th Israel, and owners of th«
synagogue situated at Nos. J2S and IS* Allen-st..
containing twelve hur.dr-?«l p»ws. \,<ric to inform roa
that In the last few years immorality has secureil
hold ......... and private booaa all alons
.Alten-st.. esperfally thos»«» surrounding our syna-
gogue and the adja-ent streets, and i."» practised
in such a de?;;.lcahle manner that It becomes a
disgrace for any decent person to walk through
that street, and", as a consequence, rn-iny of our
members their wives ani children. a« well aa
strangers, have r^ased coming to our syr.ago«u«
altogether, or else walk through different thor-
oughfares to eom-e to service.

We have often complained to th» police captain
cf our precinct, but have, received r.o redress, his
response being that we should pr.vluce ertdtoea
as to the truth of the staterper.t. wbcfl tbesa dis-
orderly resorts wer^ kept virle op^n. staring him
in the" face. We fe*i ti-arkfu! that sr.m-= • r>- h.i*
taken an interest In this infoi«>rahie pestilence. an."l
5s willing to aid us tn our effort to exteriElrinto
it. Hoping that cur \u25a0:<.:<\u25a0>,.\u25a0 . endeavors willyield
gooj results, we remain.

To furnish an adequate and at the same time
Impartial account of the situation in the "red
light" district under Tammany Hall. The Trib-
une purposes to print certain significant extracts
from the great mass of testimony collected by

the Committee of Five. This evidence has lain
hidden from public knowledge for nearly tare©
years. No suggestion of its character has ever
been printed. These extracts are printed now to
illustrate from Tammany documents rather than
from partisan account the actual abuses ofTam-
many rule as It was administered by Tammany
Hall officials.

The following testimony is by no means th»
complete tale a3 it was unfolded Iithe re-
luctant and incredulous committee which was
appointed to administer a do3e of whitewash.
Much remains to be printed, but enough is

shown to furnish a basis of contrast with ex-
isting conditions and an opportunity for com-
ment on the Ion? silence of the members of tfca
Committee of Five.

Part of Protected Vice Facts the
Committee Kept Secret.

The Committee of Five was born as a result of
the general public outcry against East Side con-
ditions existing under the last Tammany Hall
rule. While the press was filled with examples
of the outrageous situation for months, the Tam-
many officials were content with denying its
existence. Finally this position became unten-
able, and Richard Croker. on the eve of his de-
parture for Europe, appointed the Committee or
Five, consisting of Lewis Nixon. Colonel M. C.
Murphy, John W. Keller. M. Warier Platzek and
George C. Clausen, to investigate the complaints
land punish the guilty, if it found cause. The
committee did Investigate

—
the fallowing docu-

ments will establish that fact— tut it neither
punished nor reported its findings. It finally
got so hot on the trail of vice that it was dis-
missed, suppressed or in some convenient way
disposed of "for the good of the service."

The campaign which followed both in detail
and In result established the fact that the people
of New-York and the East Side accepted as
true the shocking arraignment of East Side con-
ditions and held Tammany Hall responsible.
But. as evidence of the condition, the documents
employed at that time by the fusion candi-
dates lose weight because of their politicalchar-
acter.

SHAME THATU\i> HIDDES

,
\u25a0\u25a0...\u25a0«. to th* East bide more than a year ago.

i
" .^hw^c-o Ihad heard of the conditions on the

I? V 1f.15 of . -York. Hid Ihad heard frora
./,.»« uho had lived in tht quarter of the »itua-rP ,

want to »ay tnat my »m impression
tion. lwb«

i.urliru
,e thai so uttle evident ofW

i
a!L »

ni-t.ThM~. Isuppose there are disorderly
vice ex i>ts n

rfct bm jdon IkBOW o
,

thwa
t?£2!jL£ that th«re may be *o!iclrinS. but 1 never
{. j'(/,i ii Ihave b-»en about In the streets of

< outino«-«l on "feond p««*.

NO PROTESTS HEARD NOW.

The whole tone of the community, the whole pub-,,.. "tntirnent has change-i during the last year

a?d a "™f Tenement vice may not be entirely

e-adlrated but It is immeasurably reduced, and
we no loneer hear of it. see Itor hear the protests

of the decent people of the community.

In the days when the "red light"district was in

full blast, and its excesses were evident to every

passerby, one of the places from which pro-

tests most frequently came was the University

Settlement. James H. Reynolds, at that time

head worker, repeatedly recounted the existing

conditions to the City Club and to the press.

The following statement from L. M. Scott, as-

sistant "head-worker, furnishes a commentary on

the condition as viewed from the standpoint of

the men working in that Institution at the pres-

ent time:

CHANGE IN PRO-CATHEDRAL DISTRICT.

It is pertinent to the question, then, to learn
what condition confronts the workers at the

Pro-Cathedral to-day. The Rev. Mr. Paddock
has gone to the Church of the Holy Apostles.

His successor, the Rev. P. M. Kerridge. yester-
day gave The Tribune the following summary

of the conditions as he observed them:

Isuppose there is no one on the East Side who
Is more constantly •\u25a0 and out of the tenements
than myself. 1 asn at the call of my people at any

hour of the day or nieht. Ivisit on the average thlr-
tv or forty tenements each week, talk with the peo-
iile and they visit me here. In my trips Ido not

wear clericals, so that Iam not conspicuous and
thus not avoided. Icame here at the same time the
Low government came into power, and Ihave nev>-r
been solicited on the street, have never in all my

calis in tenements seen any evidence of vice, nor
have Iever had any complaint made to me of these

conditions. When Ifirst came here Ihad little
thought of that phase of East 9de life, but after
a time Ibegan to take notice of the va»t number

of stories Iheard about the former condition, ana
with that in mind Ilooked for evidences of a pres-
ent stat° of things resembling those Ihad heard
about Inever found it:never found any trace of
It. In my opinion the district Is remarkably clean

and the tenements have little or no vice.

DavidBlaustein. superintendent of the Educa-
tional Alliance, in a

-
St Broadway, and formany

yean a resident of the East Side, on November
15, 1900, testified before the Industrial Com-

mission at Washington that vice had gained

such a hold on the tenement houses that it was

impossible to suppress it. He further declared ,

that the police were in league with the pro-
prietors of these resorts.

In describing the present conditions Dr. Blau-

stein said:
Itis rot rely that the vice has been wiped out.

The L>eo"le nave learned to complain. In the for-

mer Am when the "red lignt" district was goin?

"n f-iii blast 1 used to have endless complaints
brought to me of the places that were doing this
Mrtof think For a year Ihave had no comp;aint.
Ihave seen nothing of the old flaunting phase. If
there is^ce on the East Hide to-day it is covert,

concealed, hidden: it does DOt court, but shuns,

public notict.

For nowhere else on earth, Iverily believe—cer-
tainly not In any civilized. Christian community-
does there exist such a situation as defiles and
dishonors New-Tors to-day. Vice exists in many
cities but there is at least some persistent re-
pression of Its external manifestations, and the
ag-ents of the law are not, as here, widely believed
to be fattening upon the fruits of its most loath-
some and unnamable forms.

No single incident in the whole era of Tam-
many vice on the East Side created more atten-
tion or more contributed to the public informa-
tion of the conditions then existing than the let-
ter In which Bishop Pcttsr called to the atten-
tion of Mayor Van Wyci the state of affairs on
the East Side. The circumstances calling out

the letter are well know:, and are recited in the

letter. The Rev. Robert L. Paddock, at that

time rector at the Pro-Cathedral, in Stai:ton-st..

in the heart of the "red light"district, made a
complaint to Captain H^rlihy. At the El!-

st. station he was not merely treated with con-

tempt and derision, but also with the coarsest

insult and obloquy. On the basis of the condi-

ti'.:.s faced by the Her. Mr Paddock, Bishop
Potter, in his letter to ex-Mayor Van Wyek,

wrote:

"Not even under Mayor Strong did we have ?o

clean an East Side." waa the opinion of the
hea.dworker of a women's settlement. This is
an index of the character of the Judgment
passed on the present situation by those -who
live m it and under it.

But to complete the investigation a house to
house canvass was made- along AUen-st. Under
the old regime there existed no less than thirty-
three disorderly houses in this street between
Houston and Canal sts., and twenty-six in
Chrystie-st. north of Hester. The Investigation,

a detailed account of which will follow, showed
that with hardly an exception they were closed.

The stories of the residents show conclusively
that they have not moved into adjacent streets.

"Sic sind gemoved" is the Yiddish statement

of the situation, and the words that follow will
show how completely they have been driven out

of the old "red light" district, once their home
and hunting ground.

Residents Without Political Bias

Say tdm and Jerome Did It.
The following testimony obtained from resi-

dents of the East Side concerning the present
condition in that quarter of the city is expressive
of the great and sweeping change that has come
since Tarrmany was driven out of power. The
effort has b-er. to cet the opinion of those who
ware not connected trith_ political or even mu-
nicipal organizations. Residents of the district.

workers and clergymen have been asked
for a frank statement of the present situation
and for a contrast with that which formerly ex-
isted. Their unanimous verdict is that the
change is immeasurable; with one accord they
agree that under the Low government the moral
conditions are satisfactory.

A CLEAX EAST SIDE NOW.

A WEI GROOMED RAILROAD.

Th nhvsieal condition of the Pennsylvania Rail-

road if is .-trefully planted » that^f the^-.^iarnoua racer.— AdYU \u25a0

~
'\u25a0

-^.

ONLY UPTOWN TICKET OFFICE
in New York mutntaintwi by a Western railroad la
th« Rock Island System's Fifth ATenne o£3c». cor-
ner 25th St. Onlya block or two from the Erjfrrfa»L

Yung Lv was \u25a0 Manchu, and at the time of the
beginning of the Boxer outbreak was Viceroy of

the Province of Pe-Chi-Ll and generalissimo of the
Chinese army. He was then snid to be the most
powerful man In China, his influence being even
greater than that of LI Hung Chang. Since the
death of the latter Yung La has more than once
been represented as dictating the policy .if the
Empress Dowager and Emperor.

The rapid rise of Tung Lv from \u25a0 small military

command to be Viceroy of Pt-Cht-Ll and later to

be one of the highest councillors of the Empress
Dowager is said to have been quite unprecedented.

He obtained his post of generalissimo as a r»-ward
for crushing the reform party in China. Yung I.v

was said to be the real a:s*hor of the anti-foreign

outbreak in Peking and Tieri-Tsin. and he- cotn-

man-J. d the beat disciplined troops which opposed

the allies This latter fact was recalled by for-
eigners when, in ISOI. he received the two-eyed pea-
rock feather "forprotecting foreigner* against the
lluxerx."'

-
: ;'•\u25a0'.«?

••-

ANDREW USHER & CO.

Sole cosßlgP««a of qienUvey.yttßgy-A v |t

--

Said to Have Been tlie Most Powerful Man
in China.

Peking, April10.
—

Tung Lv, the Controller of
Finances ar:d First I

-
\u25a0'. is dead.

He had been suffering for some time past from
dropsy and was known to be critically ii!. A
month ago he asked permission to retire from

office, but the Empress Dowager urged him to
take a rest Instead, afl the BmpeYoi

services.

YIJNG LTJ DEAD.

The Rev. Dr. Milburn Expires in

California.
Santa Barbara, CaL. April 10.— The Rev. Dr.

William Henry Milburn. for many years the
;blind chaplain of the United States Senate, died
', here to-day. He had been in poor health for

some time, and came here hoping that the mild
climate would benefit him. /

The Rev. Dr. William Henry Milburn was born
In Philadelphia in 3822. When live years old a
playfellow accidentally struck him with a piece of
glass, destroying the sight of one eye and leaving
him almost blind in the other. Despite this he
attended school and collegi and studied for the
ministry, becoming a travelling preacher of the
Methodtst Episcopal Church when his family moved
to Illinois in 1543. In 1545 he was elected chaplain
of the XXlXtfa Congt end In 1&3 he was made
chaplain of the XXXIIMCongress.

On the expiration of his term he made his home

In th's city for a number of years. In 1539 he took
orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church, but in
Un returned to Methodism. InISSS he was elected
chaplain of the House of Representatives, and re-
elected in ISS7. In 1593 he became chaplain of
the Senate, serving continuously until December.
1902, when he resigned because of bad health, but
his resignation was never acted on. He had at

that time been on the Pacific Coast for several
months, having gone there with his nieces, the
Misses Timley.

Dr. Milbom was widely known as a lecturer,

having made many tours, both of this country and
Europe. He also wrote several books, among them
being "Rifle, Axe and Saddlebags, Symbols of
Western Character and Civilization." "Ten Years
of Preacher Life;Chapters from an Autobiography"
and "The Pioneers. Preachers and People of the
Aississippi Valley."

BLIXD CHAPLAIS DIES.

Senator Goodsell said to-day:

Ihave already submitted certain amendments
with which the j v \u25a0 luainted to my street
railroad bill. Others Iexpect to submit the
coming w<=>ek. The amendments already intro-
duced exempt Eighty-sixth-st., New-York, and

• •
Ithe transfer system. The amendments

which are being drafted are Intended to aid
companies which purpose to build new trolley
lines.

It is highly improbable, however, that any of
the street railway bills will be approved by the
legislature in their present form. If the street
railway interests had confidence that the Wiicox
bill and the Goodsell bi'.l could be passed In the
legislature, they would have made more of a

demonstration than they did in favor of these

bills before the Senate Railway Committee on
Wednesday.

The Governor is said to look with equal dis-

favor upon the street railway bills presented
by Senators Wilcox, Grady. Foley and L'Homme-
dieu, and by Assemblymen Cadin, Foley and
Mulianey. The Governor's record upon the
-Wept-st. grab bill is pointed to as evidence

;£at he is to be depended upon to veto any bills
plainly inimical to New-York's interests.

In the case of the West-st. bill, it is known

that the Governor was subjected to appeals in

Its favor from men of great influence, but he did

not heed them.

Legislature Unlikely to Pass the
Obnoxious Measures.
[nr TEr.E-JF.Arn to ttik tribt-ne.]

Albany. Aprillo.—Governor Odell three weeks
aco made it plain that Senator Goodsell's street
railway grab bill would never become a law,

and his friends were saying to-day that not one
of the street railway bills similar in character
to that of Senator Goodsell would become a
law. That, of course, is virtually a declaration
by them that, he will veto the bills if they ever
reach the Executive Chamber.

The Governor consulted Attorney General
Cunneen about the Goodsell bill, and had the
Attorney General write an opinion about it for
him. The Attorney General has not felt at
liberty to disclose the nature of the opinion he
gave to the Governor, but its character iscleaxly

shown by the fa£t that the Governor asked Mr.

Goodsell not to press it. Mr. Goodsell took the

Governor's advice, and has never pressed this
bill, No. 181, although he has not given up

hope "f parsing it Ifit should be amended.
Whether the Governor would approve of the

Goodsell bill in another form, of course, cannot

be determined.

GOVERNOR'S VETO SURE.

GRAB BILLS DOOMED.

To "Grab" Bill Supporters, Says
Cooper Union Mass Meeting.

"Finally, we also know that, generally speak-
ing, these schemes are pressed on behalf of a
single group of associated interests. This meet-
ing is, in fact, held to fight the Standard Oil-
Whitney-Helmont crowd, in its first attempt to

loot the city through Albany? Why was it not

so announced?"
With these words John D^ Witt Warner ad-

dressed the meeting at Cooper Union last night,
at which hundreds signified by their presence
their protest against the passage of the so-called
"grab" bills now before the legislature. He also
declared that the present Corporation Counsel
was engaged In pushing the interests of the
Whitney syndicate. Inopening the meeting Mr.
Warner said :

Contemplating the rich bed of "grab"' blooms be-
fore me, before picking out those that best deserve
notice, certain considerations occur to me. First:
Itis the old story. We are startled by threats of
"grab" legislation, pushed by rural legislators, to
steal our local franchises. It is State interference
with our local concerns that we resent. In short,
what we need is home rule.

Second
—

As with the greater number of such
scandals, our peril arises from the effort of private
corporations to monopolize our local franchises.
Going back through our city history, whenever
we fir.d a stench it generally comes from an un-
buried franchise grab. . \u25a0

Third
—

Governor is wellknown to us. No one
doubts that, with his little finger, he could long
since have killed every one of these crabs. And
we all know that, should" any -of them pars, a
stroke of his pen will bury them. Tien why are
we afraid? Do not understand me now as criti-
cising Governor Odell. But what do we think, of
ourselves?Again, is any one rr> innocent as to think the
so-called GoodsPll grab I? made for the sistera
and th» cousins and the a'ints of the Hon. Louis
Goodsell? Or that any other of the list is for
the smccor of the y-ounjt ravens of the Bedell fam-
ily? Not a bit of it. We know perfectly well that
the bills to which we tag the names of these gen-
tlemen are really procured by New-York City finan-
ciers, who are perfectly well known principals in
the piracy we rt-seiU.

James S. Lehmaier, chairman of the West Side
Transit Committee of" One Hundred, said that
the meeting had been called to denounce meas-
ures which were intended to rob the people of
this city Of their rights, and to reassert the fact

that the people were the masters, and not the
legislators.

"Never before has there been such a powerful
lobby as at this session of the State Legislat-
ure, and we have f^en with amazement that

these "sneak" bills have been distributed with
impartiality among Republicans and Democrats
alike." he said.

T C. Fulton told of a conversation he had
with the president of the Metropolitan Street
Railway five, years ago, in which the latter in-
formed him that the Thlrd-ave. lir
illegallyoperating its carp in front of the Grand

Central Station, in Forty-second-st., and in
Broadway, between Sixty-sixth and Seventy-

second sts.
A resolution was then adopted denouncing the

tdsell, Grady, I/Hommedieu, WHcox,

Bedell, Cadln and Mullaney bills, and demand-
ing not only their defeat, but also the annul-

ment of earlier legislation of similar import at

the hands of the Governor and Senate and As-
sembly. The resolution pledged its passers to do

their utmost to punish withpolitical death every
•
t who should prove false to the trust re-

posed In him by the people.
The resolution also declared that the State

Railroad Commission had shown v*omi
to deal with local problems and was more mind-

ful of the interests to the railroad than of the
people, arid demanded the passage of the bill

creating- a local Railroad Commission whusc
.„!-? should be appointed by the May r

A letter wa« read from Mayor Low to Robert

Fukon Cutting, saying that ifany of the "grab"

bills should pass the legislature it would be

necesJ ;ary to carry the protest to the Governor,

ring that he would be glad if the
meeting would authorize him to appoint such.

a commute--

On a motion by President Fornes of the

Board of Aldermen Mr. Warner was authorized
to appoint a committee of ten to present a pro-

test a«atnst the -grab" bills to Governor Odell.
Frai k MOSS, who spoke next. Baid. in part:

It—II yon frankly it is bapossmta for any ad>
mii Istratioo to purify s police lorce from the 1
of rrafi wheo rreal businesa Interests of the city

are involved In b hemea for plundering: the public
of its rights without leaking Just return, and when

-'. their purposes by improp-

erly influencing legislation.

SEE WASHINGTON„„_,Pennsylvania Railroad tour. April S3. Round

Sri! »t?. $14 BO from New-York. Brooklyn orJJew-

J. Brooks Leavitt said in part:

Vow when Mr Vreeland, the president of the
-treet

'
railroad company, or Mr Robinson, the

counsel for that company, each of whom may be
ca l"d Mr Heavy Respectability (although It is
wh «->er~d In legal circles tnat they are keeping a
neriury and bribery mill at work In connection with

their defence of accent cases), tries to grab a
franchise we should be horrified to hear bin called
a thi"" Or if he put on a sentimental air and

for the lov*of God to give him a littlebit of a
public franchise, so that he Bight keep his fam-

Pl v out of the wet. or enable his corporation to pay

a 'w more dividends, we should think It very dis-

courteous to refer to him as a beggar.

"rhere is but one remedy the coercive, corrective,

nro'ective power of public opinion. We cannot
Trust our fecavy r^pfCtabilltifs not to give way

to the temptation of stealing. We cannot trust

our legislators to protect our property. Kfemmr
?bl community will put the brand of thief and
J,1-'

UPon our H*avyR,sociables, who are try-

\Te to get something ror nothing, they will stamp

out the public \u25a0!\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0I swindle. 1
Another resolution advocated the appointment

of a committee by the delegates of the various

i,-i/- i^vdles "represented to devise means for
[be permanent defence of the right of self-gov-

ernment of municipalities.

Minister Xamcs Directors He Would
Drive from Churches.

The GoodseH-'vVncox bill,now before the legis-
lature, is denounced by the Rev. Dr. John P.
Peters, reotor of St. Michaels Church, as a
"sneak thief Mil." and an attempt to secure
by fraud or trickery the property of the people
for the benefit of the Metropolitan Street Rail-
way. Dr. Peters gives the names of the direc-
tors of these corporations, and declares t^at they

are responsible for this attempted legislation.

As chairman of the West Side Citizens' Transit
Reform Committee of One Hundred, Dr. Peters
gives out this statement:

In the last few weeks much attention has been
called to a number of sneak bills introduced in
the legislature of this State in the Interest and
through the influence of the Metropolitan, or,
rather, as Ibelieve it now is. the Interurban
Street Railway Company. One of these bills, a

| particularly contemptible piece of legislative
trickery, introduced by Mr. Mullaney and after-
ward withdrawn by him. under guise of Increas-

i ing the penalty to be paid by the railroad com-'
panics for refusing transfers, in reality, to all

\u25a0\u25a0 intents and purposes, removed that penalty alto-'
gether. Itwas no more nor less than an attempt

;to pick the pocket of the public. When the pub-
jlie found the thief's hand in its pocket, the hand
! was withdrawn.

:Others of these bins are .the Foist, the
1/Hommedleu, the Cadln and, worst of all. the
Goodsell-Wilcox bill, first introduced in the State
Senate by the Senator, from Orange County, and

ipublicly stated to have been drawn up by Mr
Robinson, counsel to the Metropolitan Street

< Railway Company, now, after amendment, in
charge of Mr. Wilcox, chairman of the Senate
Railway Committee. Under the pretence of

, general legislation affecting the State, this is a'
bill devised to give, without compensation to the
public, certain privileges and rights to the Met-
ropolitan or Interurban Street Railway Com-

!pany, a sneak thief bill, carefully planned, an
\u25a0 attempt to steal th* property of the common-
! wealth -when it is not looking.

Any Intelligent and honest man must condemn
isuch legislation as dishonest. It Is an attempt

to secure by fraud, without payment, the prop-'

rrtv of the" people, or to obtain by trick privi-
. leges which the people shall not know are grant-

ed .-.til after the thins: has been done.
Mass meetings have been planned to condemn

: this legislation and to bring pressure upon the
legislature to prevent the passage of these bills,

It goes, of course, without saying that every one
regards the legislators who introduce or further
such legislation and the Governor who signs

such bills as dishonest men: but we assume, un-
fortunately that there must be such dishonesty

in politics*. Allthat we hope In general to ac-
complish is to reveal the iniquity in advance.

; and by force of public pinion. compel the poli-
ticians" to deal with some ordinary degree of de-
cency Matters willnever be righted until we go

fu-the- than this and make our onslaught, not

upon the corrupted, but directly upon the \u25a0 cor
iruptor* This legislation is Introduced at Albany
• by or through the influence of trie Metropolitan

or the Interurban Street Railway Company.

This company corruptly pays one or both politi-

cal parties large campaign contributions. in re-
turn for which the party organizations must
pas« its bills. Itis the directors of this corpora-

tion or those corporations who are responsible

for these corrupt measures who have paid a

graft for the privilege of being allowed to ro°
fhe community. The directors of these com-
panies are as follows:
<>: the Ifetropolitai

president; De CliffordHerbert H Vreeland. president; DeCUfford
Morehead secretary; directors. Herbert H.

VreTland.' Daniel B. Hasbrouc^ »^^Mead* Henry A. Robinson, William L. Elkins.

Peter \ 'it Widener. Thomas Dolan, Oren Root,

jr..*and De Clifford Morehead.
Of the Interurban:
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HOPE T<» WIN FINALLY.
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