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The barbers rn&y cut themselves before long.

SRie? are now fighting one with another, and al-
Epggh the battle has been going on since the
lopcr.incr of the legislature, none have yet been
arijlei lncrt^ibie as it may seem. Many have been
'•woKTided; but not axr-ong the combatants. As In• Kentucky Bawl, the biood hes been spilled by

Innocent spectators, who have in this Instance

ni«tre3 the conflict from barber chairs. The climax

Itthe battle willcome to-morrow, at Albany, when

.the McEwan Barber bill comes up for final pas-

ffap« in the Assembly.

i The two BBBOarHI factions have received several
pun**, to distinguish them. Including those cf

the "Unionists" and the "Independents," or the
"\u25a0ldealists" and the "Materialists." The former
jconprise tiiose barbers who are proprietors of

itreet shops. Including not only the large, hand-
tewnrfy fitted parlors of the business region, but

tl» the email, dim, basement establishments of

the East Side. The "Independents" consist wholly

fthe barbers of the big hotels of this city.

iThe "Unionists" bad a billIntroduced wliich the
rinfiepcnfients" fought 60 vigorously that at one
(toe they boasted they had '"shampooed Itto death, "

»The till is to,establish a State commission of
jbarbers* which will examine all aspirants to ton-,
portal honors, charge each a $3 bill, by way of re-

to get the bill out of committee than all theJourneymen barbers came down on me like a lot of
hot towels. They smothered the bill all right. And
then what was my position? Iwas halfway
between the barber's ehaJr and the Bhaaapoota*
BBBk. The master barber? blamed me for not pass-
Ing the bill and the Journeymen pounded me for
Introducing It at all."

At one hearing on the Finch bill the "Union-
ists." as the advocates of th© bill, and the "Ir.rie-
pendents." for the opposition, appeared, and fueling
ran high. Th« legislators, however, were Inclined to
take a Jocular view of the situation, which still
further aroused the ire of the "Unionists." When
the four grounds on which a barber might be
put out of business by the commission were ex-plained one Assemblyman asked:

"Suppose a barber has been convicted of a felony,
why shouW he be prohibited from shaving a man?"

"Because he is likely to harm a customer, be-
sides bringing discredit on the profession." re-
marked one barber.

"Well, the customer can g-o somewhere else next
time, can't he?" asked the lawmaker.

"I'clese th» first felh>w was a cutthroat" evg-
Cested a third member of the committee.

~Wb.y Co you fix the term of drunkenness at six
months?*' asKed the first Assemblyman. "Ishould

up hair, lathering beardß and "taking his first
cJ:arce with an easy customer."

The bill provides that a barber shall "shave,

trim the beard or cut the hair of any person, for
hire or reward, received by the person performing
such service." This knocks out the barber schools,

because to them the "customers" are not ennrged
a cent. They %Ti m?rely invited in to be practised

on. "Custo-r:' rs" occasionally demand money them-
selves, for the cuts and the bits of scalp they have
lost, after the student has finished with them; but
they are told "they needn't have come If they ex-
pected to be fixed up swell.

"

'IT.ere Is a barber rchool in West Br-adway, where
the young idea is taught how to sh'ive. and where
a visitor, should he stray In by mistake, might

think he war. In an emergency hospital. Along one
F'de of the room there are fifty chairs, ranged !n
two long parallel rows, with the feet of one-half
the occupants opposite the £eet of the other half.
Over these fiftymen stand fifty men In white coats,
swinging their arms as Ifeach of them was work-
ingover a drowrJng case.

Host of the students are young- nan, who regard
the barber's field as offering them excellent opporA
tunltles for wealth and social success. They ha-.'e

paid $30 for a course of six weeks, which lncludeil
the use of a kit of tools, including two razors, a
pair of hair clippers, a pair of shears, a white coat.
a water hone, a horsehlde strop and a horn comb.
Others, for J35 or $40, have obtained tools of su-
perior grade, but all receive the same Instruction.
Occasionally, an Instructor passes up and down the
line, with such commands as:

"Don't go so close against the grain!"
"Take oft that piece of whisker under his ear."
"Come up with your razor under his lip"."
"Clip that bunch of hair straight across!"

leBoutiffierBrothers
FINE LACES.

Comprising Ficelle, Tcneriffe, tPdrag-jay, Colebert, Filet Guipure,
Repousse, Crochet and Mexican, drawn 'work, suitable for applica-
tionpurposes. Exceptional -values in unusually attractive assortment,

consisting of Galloons, Bandings, Insertions, Edgings and <Alloven,

in 'white, cream, Arabe, and Paris tints.

SPECIALS.
Real Antique and Filet six-inch squares, desirable for waists and

application purposes,

55c, 75c, 98c.
Quny and Antique insertions, 2 to 5 inches wide,

10c. to 39cl
regular value 16c. to 58c.

Imitation Cluny Bandings in match sets, suitable for trimming 'wash
materials, 2)~i, 4, 6 and 3 inches 'wide,

Be. to 19c
'Black Cluny, Venise, Fibre and Wool 'Bindings,

"
59c. to $1.98

WOMEN'S NECKWEAR.
A large 'variety of stocks in Dimity. Cheviot, Madras and Piques:
newest designs and spring colorings,

25c to 98c
Top Collars for plain and Fancy Waists in 'Butcher Linen, ttque.

Lawn and embroidered cMousselins in all the newest shades.
Collar and Cuff Sets in Irish Crochet, hemstitched and embroidered.

39c to 98c

Jp RniffifffpfBfoihPtS
West Twenty-third Street

hundred men. who look like the congregation of a
Bowery mission on a stormy night. In their own
language, all are "up agin it." Although a general
glance would classify all as belonging to the "tramp
kingdom." closer inspection discloses various types

and conditions of hard luck, with here and there
the kind cf man who delights la something free
and who would walk home to save carfare, al-
though taking half a dozen drinks along the way to

assist his weary legs. The "patients," for such
they are, more than "customers," sit on rough

hardwood benches, one terraced above the other,

with the "next man" at the end of the lowest
plank.

The most of- this congregation are watching the
scurrying hands of the barber students with a
sleepy kind of enjoyment, which Is simply begot by

the sight of some one else at work. At last one
of the students grasps up a little bottle and begins
to squirt its rose colored contents on the white,

woolly head of an aged "panhandler." A few

strokes of the comb, and the hair is parted. A few
dabs of a brush and It lies down like a field of hay

that has been flattened by a pouring rain. The
next minute the student whisks the towel from be-
neath the "patient's" chin, whirls it over his head
and yells:

"Next!"
Then the end man of the bottom row rises to his

feet and smiles. However prostrate may be hi*
fortunes, he Is as much of a man of leisure now
as a millionaire. Although he has been waiting

for this moment of exaltation on a hardwood
plank for more than two hours, he forgets his past

pains at the thought of the soft upholstery of the

barber chair. As he stalks over to the line of
"operators" he grins back at the crowd of associate

"hoboes." who return his look with expressions of
open mouthed envy.

"Hair cut," he grunts, as he tumbles back into

the chair. The student goes at him with a rush.

This 13 the first head he has ever tackled, and he

seems to think that haste is the chief thing.

"Don't get into a sweat." says the instructor, as

he passes the chair.

Great bunches of hair are tumbling to the floor,

and here and there tha white of the seal? begins

to loom up dangerously through the unkempt locks.

The instructor steps over Just as the "patient"
gives a quiver of pain, for the scissors have

wrenched half a thousand hairs at their roots. The

student la cautioned, and the work of execution
continues. There are more quivers, and then a
grow):

"Here, kid. do you want ter take me skin oft?"

The haircut Is finished, but the "patient," noth-
ingdaunted, orders a shave. There are more quiv-
ers, more growls, and an occasional oath. After

a drenching of water, however, the occupant of the
chair is formally ousted, and another "next" drops

into his place. So the mill goes on.

THE BARBER'S POLE.
The red, white and blue of th© barber's pole:

The red for the blood, -when be •haves off a mole.

The white for the lather he slaps on your lip.

And the brue tor the barber* who don't get a tip.—
(F. 3. J.

HIS VAULTING AMBITION.
Titian was engaged In putting the finishing

touches on his masterpiece.

"You doubtless expect the nation to buy it?"
asked his friends.

"More than that." returned the artist. "Ihope

it will some day be exhibited in a department

store
Overawed by the overweening ambition of the

man, they forbore to criticise."Rub more soap into that beard!"
On the other side of the room there are about a

BTTDKXTS LEARNING- "THE TONSORTAL- ART" IN A BARBER'S COLLEGE.

FIGHTING THE DISORDERLY FATHER OF WATERS.

SCENES ALONG THE THREATENED LEVEES-PEO-

PLE FACING DANGER BRAVELY,

black and Jolly set they are. idle and uncaring, for

summer Is nearly here; Ifthe levels break they caa
swim out. and they've nothing whatever t^> lose.
When moving time comes tha negro can always

shut the floor, whistle to his d^g—ana move. That's

all.
One of t*w» deplorable results of. an overflow 13

th • complete destruction of game In the swamps.
For weeks the deer. bear, rabbits and game birds
have been runn'ng to the hills; All thetr paths are
beset by pot hunters, and they are shot down mer-
cilessly. Sometimes upon a higher point no bigger

than a city block a hundred starving deer are seen;

the owner of the plantation protects and feeds

Returning by rail from Greenville to Vlckah—Bj
the train passes through a country much lower
than the river front, and now rapidly ailing with,

backwater from the Yasoo. The locomotive drags

us on through, miles of water which almost extin-
guishes the engine fire*. Two men are stationed on
the cowcatcher, pushing asMe the driftwood which
cumbers the track, and we creep along more like a
toilsome barge than a pass^n^er train.

One at these goal
- -.- chunks carries passengers-

fellow traveTlers. one of whoic miKhf w~!l he ca!><i
an original flood sufferer. A melancholy Jack rab-
bit squats on a piece of drift not murp than three
feet long and mournfully reararri* a biff snappinsr
turtle sitting on the other end. They circle about
and meander slowly throtisrh the submersed forest.
whither they know not— and the turtle doesn't care.

The Belle lands very cautiously against a threat-
ened levee, where a number of men are gathered.

"We are perfectly safe her". Ithink." sa>3 Mr.
Ransdell, member of Congress from that district,

himself at work upon the levee. "Inever knew a
break to occur where we had good weather, plenty

of men and dry dirt to fight It with. The break
generally comes where you least expect It."

Some of this work is done by paid labor, but
much of it is volunteer and perfectly organized.

White men and black men work together side by

side— gentleman of property and the humblest

tiller of his fields. As a rule, the mere substantial
negroes labor very cheerfully. But when th© trlfler
refuses there's no hesitation as to him. A ball and
chain are hung to his leg. and he works anyhow.

Their compulsory levee working laws are very like
those for working public roads, except these levee

laws are rigidly and promptly enforced. In some
places the boat must approach very gently, lest
her waves dash' across the narrow line and start a
crevasse. At others she can land broadside without

the slightest danger. And here her guards project

like a shelf above the diminishing levee.
At the roost Godforsaken points she touches to

take on a sack of mall. si \u25a0hail there is a
constant stream of negroes parading the levee. A

SOME ODD CONCEITS IN CORRESPONDENCE.

dozens of planters, levee board officials and govern-

tneat engtaaen, anxlmis to see what changes a
single day has brought.

A man familiar with the river and river methods
would know from her cargo that an overflow is

imminent. The Belle carries lumber, wheelbarrows,

skiffs, sacks and material of every kind. Once

launched upon the broad and eddying river, the
necessity for It all seems fullyjustified.

The river gorges its channel to the very top be-
tween two long lines of levees. Cotton is stacked
everywhere. The Bella seems floating on a huge

Itmay convey pome idea of the magnitude of this
undertaking, says Harris Dickson. writingIn "Har-
per's Weekly" on the question of how to control
[he Mississippi by levees, to remember that water

from (Mean, in the State of New-York, joins with

the outlets of Lake Winnipeg and the Yellowstone

Park to destroy a plantation opposite Vlcksburg,

in the State of Mississippi. At Cairo alone a mill-

ion and a half cubic feet of witor is estimated to
pass every second. Twer.ty-seven States contribute
to this gigantic volume, which formerly dispersed

at will over the thirty-two thousand square miles

think a fire months' epre« would make a barber a
little shaky."

"But he won't cut deep enough to kill until the
end of the sixth month." Interrupted another.

After one barber had told of how filthy some
shops were on the East Side of New-York where a
customer might get a shave for three cents, where

the brushes were never washed out. and where
disease was transmitted from one face to another
by means of unclean razors, a veteran legislator

from up-State, who had kept his silence up to teat

t'.me. said:
"Ishould think tie best way to take care of

those fellows would be to sterilize the barbers."
Several "Independents** in opposing the bill said

that the barbertaC business 1n the best shops was
nerar st such a high level ap at the present time,

and that these barbers resr-r.ted being dictated to

by c State commission. One barber told how many

r,B had come into practical use sir.cc ha be-

psn as sn apprentice thirty years ago. washing out
• as an'l scrubbing the floor, and dreaming of

\u25a0 me wh^n he could stand in a white linen

feu ket and shave and rub the heads of great men.'
.j the tone." he said, "when we began

to BM curl papers, while shaving a man. and then MEMBERS OF A CLUB AGKEEI) NXTMM TO SESD

CONVENTIONAL LETTERS TO ONE ANOTHER

WAITING FOR A FREE SHAVE OR HAIR CUT IX A BARBER'S COLLEGE.

"Not everything goes \u25a0<> safely, however. Many

of tha> letters are lost, rot because they are of
value, but because of their novelty. It would not
do to send an Important message hi any but th«
conventional way. When Icame Xorth a friend
whomIhad not seen in some time greeted me with
relief expressed In his face. Bkl BBS* words were:
'Why haven't you written me? Ihaven't heard
from you in six weeks.'"

'You've received rone of my letters? Iwrota
you twice.' The letters had simply been waylaM.

"A friend of mine 13 very fond of shrimp cro-
quettes. At a dinner at Key West which Iat-

tended shrimp croquettes were on the menu. Re-
membering him. Isurreptitiously folded two or
them in a napkin and took them away with me.
Wrapping them hi tinfoil Iaddressed them to him.
labelling the package 'Natural History Sp^^imena.'

Iforgot that required Ice for their preservi-

tio.. When the mail bag containing the package
we; opened at Philadelphia the postal authorities
there concluded that something was wrong and by
use of the nose soon arrive-i at thtr conclusion that
the package contitinlns "Natural History Speclmens*
was the offending article. It was sent to taa
morgue. A few days later Ireceiv«-.l a irttT from
the postmaster at Philadelphia courteously notify-
ing me that there was reason to believe that my
specimens had not \u25a0 been preserved property and
that they had therefore been taken to the morgue

an.i placed on ice. They could be obtained, ins
letter stated, by paying the expense which had
been incurred. Isent the bill to my fri-»n,l and
told him that by forwarding the amount to Phila-
delphia he could obtain the package.

"in the bohemian quarter of London It is iht
custom to give the postman a tip whenever h^ has
had difficulty in delivering a letter. The amount
of the tip is regulated by the amount of difficulty
Involved. Ayear or so ago a frlem! of m'.r.<». a war
correspondent, who was at that time in hard lurk.
was livingIn this quarter of London. Isent him
one or two letters, writing th* a«!<!r«>33 in suoh rv
•W»y that the postman had considerable difficulty
i!? delivering them. Isoon received .1 letter front
him In which he said: 'Stop sending those deuc<«l
things, or else put them in a plain envelope. They

are worth a shilling, but Ican't afford to pay it.
I'm hard up.*

\u25a0 All sorts of thlnzs can be used for Bonaaaaa
correspondence. A cuff Ironed out flat makes a nr.«
postal card. Once when hard up for an envelop*
Iused a glove. ! sew« the stamp en tn«» thumb
and wrote the address on the back with lr.ic."

"Don't the carriers have difficulty in d»-livertr.s
the letters with those enigmatical addr^ss^s .

"Probably this is th« only country In the wr>r
where this sort of correspondence could be carrie-i
on successfully, owing to the fact that t nc*e sao
takes greater pairs than any other country in de-
liveringletters obscurely addressed."

At this point dinner was announced.

Two man. ore the occupant, were lounging In the

room of an assistant surgeon in the navy on board

Of one of the cruisers a short time ago. A lot of

curious looking envelopes were tacked ia the wall.

On each of them was some sort of picture and

inscription. Some .of the pictures were comic.

others fanciful. On the left hand comer of one. for
instance, was the head of a maid of modern mien

and flowing locks. A second look showed her to

be a Medusa, her flowinglocks and the flourishes
In the lower right hand corner being serpents.

Another depicted "John Chinaman" in a "dry"

spot Athird portrayed a doctor with learned look
Inquiring into the ills of a man with an Irish

"phiz" with the aid of a watch. That they had

passed through the malls was evident from the

cancelled stamps they bore.

"If you want lots of fun. organize a Nonsense
Correspondence Club." said the offl.-er. as he saw

the other glancing up- at the "variously bedevilled
envelopes The comers of his mouth had disap-

peared In the shadow of a parenthesis and there

was a mysterious twinkle In his eyes that Invited

a request for enlightenment. .
-What sort of a club is that?" asked the other.

"Help yourself to some of that fat after you

have pulled open that drawer by your chair Do

you see those brick red envelopes on top o. those

r>aDer-=- To use a slang expression, they re what
you mieht call -hot stuff.' How do you think those

S To for the correspondence of the club? ItIs a

club of persons who agree never to send conven-

tional letters to each other or to their fnends.
The other was breaking off pieces of taaat of the

size prescribed by asodera codes of etiquette «a-
listening with great interest.

"There are six of Ba-tw? artists, a lawyer, two

naval officers, one of whom Is hi Guam, and ore

other We orEanized it three yean ago. and have

bLn 'giving the postal clerks no end of puzzles.

One of the fellows bought a. six cent wire mouse

trap and sent it to a friend with the 111 I818 I stuck

in«i<l« the trap and the address on the bottom.

The poor postal clerk couldn't cancel the stamps

in the usual way. It was a puzzle to them until

th4thought to turn a bottle of Ink into the trap

on the stamps.

"You would be surprised at the things you can

-end safely through the mail. Iowed a friond
a dollar Imailed him a silver dollar with a two

cent stamp stuck on one side and the address on

the other. He revived it.
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INA BARBER SCHOOL.

Where "Gre'cnhorns" Practise the

"Tonsorial Art.
Nt barber war may have, been

Although the present barber
y

ecedemlc as far as yj^^,,of the "profes-

are concerned, there is ore\u25a0*£ «• TW,:» the

.ion" which is 2*X>£2 art known as the
department of the. tonsori

f l)i;l onie a
barber school. Should the

of cx
_

law the barber school will oe

i?tenee. „„,.--to turn out a graduate in

Barber schools P""l^^,.thUs offer a "short
about six weeks. The sen

old.faEh.on i

cut" to the barber
'"

C
rearh In one or two years,

apprentice Is not able to^ WB-:..r!g out CUSJjldorea.
even after workingi-P"^ out mliHß> piping

ass x»s li«*«««!*iiwM

psßpePasas; the commissioners, and shut up the
theps of fill barbers who are drunk six months
L the year. The "Independents" cay such a law

wSU deprive the barber of his fundamental liberty.

£S3 that the commissioners may go so far as to

prohibit talking to customers or taking tips.

IWhat has irritated the "Unionists" most of all
{. been the fact that their enemies do not
tiUe them seriously. Th- "Unionists," for exam-
(le. Myall barbers should unite in preventing un-

ckar.lineFS in barber shops and unsanitary condi-
llcr.s. Clean towels should be used. Razors

tfco-jM be sterilized after shaving a diseased skin.

Crushes should be washed out and sterilized, if

rece^ary. and for the rear-on that there are too
Ciar.y tarbers for each to mini the business of all

the reatj these reforms should be carried out by a

Ptate Board, with the help of subordinate officials
tcatfercd throughout the State.
iThe proposition Then first made seemed to be hi-

dare end commendable, but the "Independents"

pr.'v laugrc-<2. Some of them said that the "Union-
Ke" would use the bill as a Et«?p to restore the

ba-ber-s vocation to its ancient position of
«,,.,. They paid ... antagonists were

boT content? to be barbers; they wanted to

be called professors and artists. They wanted

to be "ike the barbers of classic Greece and

borne m*>n Whose Intelligence was appre-

ttaled. who might vie with the surgeon or the

pbyScUn :n the esteem of society, and whose

fhops would be the rendezvous of the Base and tha

fcrtt These "Independents."' on the other hand.

tnaintaxtsed that at The present time bartering was

ksM-^y a trade, a commercial and not an ethical
liciivityof tha mind, a business and not a pro-

Othera of the "Independents" went to Albany

t 'cv.- w~k* ago and made the startling state- i

ment before the Committee en General Laws
that the bill contained a Joker, or. as one

barter expressed it. "an ingrown hair. whict

t
=

booh as the bill became a lw. "would

raise a sore." "The ingrown hair.- co the story

ran wa* Firr.^y a scheme to compel every bar&er

lr. the St£te to put .- a patent sterilizer which was

enefl by one erf the foremost workers In the ranks

Cf the -Unionists." Although th- commission, ac-

corc'.ng to the bill, is to consist of four men two

tnaster barters ar.i two journeymen, appointed by

the Governor nevertheleM these "Independents

tared to fßr that the promoters of the bill would
fcee to it that their own men were chosen and the

rater.t aterfflzer introduced.
iThe salary c* the commissioners Is to be *5 to.

fcach fiar they sit in council or hi other ways per- ,

tanned tteJx cuties. and they are to get three cent*

I.T.ye when they travel en official business. This I
per.er is to be raid out of the sums received for .
v. Jssuiig of certificates. One dollars is to Del

tharged every i^ber r.ow practising h;e trade, and

JS •* the fee for all applicants to the barbers
bstomwbo succeed in passing aa examination... en4conducted by the commissioner* The

U^ambHsi who are to assist the l \u25a0 \u25a0IHHW

trr are to receive the .-alary as the coinmla-

tfober. for the time they work, and are to b

liationed in the ...... of the

Etate. The omaber of sub-examiners is to bo de-

eded by the eomailsston.fA«ordln, to the provisions of the bill the

bate ....... furthermore has power to re-

rok« the certificate of a barber and put him oat

tf busies on four grounds, which are tne con-

Cctjoj, for a feiory. habitual drunkenness for Fix

bontte.-sross incompetence or the use of unclean

lo^ Tto* blitoew or barberir.?. according to

tte bill is""to shave, trim the beard or cut the

ta:r of any person, for hire or reward received b>

the peradn perforntaK such Fer^ce. or any other

i?Sb!n was givei la the lower house to Edward

t_ Finch, a rcatdect of Washington Square and

to^O. from the exclusive .-:;District In

the Besate it was introduc-d by Senator James B.

KcEwan. of Albany. Uoth Mr.Finch and Mr.Mc-

Bna were to.d that the bill was backed by.ttOW

tarbera and only OH>mß by nir.e. and that ifthe>

Jecurec its P*W th.y would not only be «emPt

tma tips in t*rber shops, but wouli obtain free

facial muatn free shampoos, a Ren*roua 3™!Ur,F of actual hsir tonic instead of diluted red ink

Lad coaU haw their hair singed as often as th^vSrcd, merely as totana of the grautude of the

cbJ members of the legisgt«« «^*
fee good fortune of Mr Finch and Mr. McEron

A«*»blyn,an George Buehl. from the Mtb

SSL of Buffalo. Mr. R~hl 1. a barber and**
has introduced several generation- of barber

till,Umself. When Mr. Huebl was asked bo* he

lad penfiltted Mr. Finch to get ahead of him
Mr

bnf^ff the boncra ard the free hair singes. Mr.

2iut-hl fiaid forrowfuily:
\u0084*„„.

-
handle

"2-13 barber t'.ll is like a razor »>lhou
'*

h may
Itcuts any on-, who take* it up. Mr. Fineh > may

ms* he is PomS to paaa the bill and •- «.the

karber vote of the St*«. but he will find heauP

Cbji a etiff U-ard. Just malt- He basn t

fch&red egainst tb- grain yet. ...mole'" II 'I*ok at mv o«n experience, for ««»P le"
J

bt n̂«d a barber bffl 1«« B«sion which bad

k*« «Jrawn up by the master ba^" M

TfZa
looked la print a. smooth an «U^e « a

•."- \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0
\u25a0\u25a0 •• •

\u25a0-
\u25a0 \u25a0:'"<*- \u25a0':
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FANCIFUL ADDRESS ON -LETTER RECEIVED BY A MEMBER OF THE NON-
IAM.ULL a
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horse trough, twenty feet above the level on either
side. Only the merest streak shows where the

levee runs, and this thin barrier of dirt, sodded
with Bermuda grass, looks ridiculously insufficient
to fence out such a stupendous flood of water. The

wave wash of the boat splashes over its tea. A

child with a pocket knife might cut the dike, and

then no human power could save it. Men on horses
and men afoot petrol it night and day. watching

for signs of weakness and to guard against a cut-

ting. For if the levee should give way upon the

Liouislana side that would instantly relieve the

strain in Mississippi. And it has happened in days

gone by that a man crouching behind his own levee
and grown desperate with fear has taken his life
in his hands, paddled hhj silent dugout across the

river—a few swift strokes of a spade, a sudden rush

of water, and the thing is done. And timber
thieves, too. waiting in the swamps for water to

float out their rafts, have been known to cut the
levees. But the guard asks no question of the man
with the spade; he shoots, shoots to kill, and no
questions are ever asked of him. {

There is a guard— generally a volunteer— pacing

every half mile of levee or. both sides of the river.

His horse stands bitched at the quarter-boat ready

for Instant use. And with a fatuous confidence
every man of them willanswer your query. "We're
going to hold this levee, sure; there's no danger

here." For God never made a more buoyant spir-

ited and braver people than these whose wives and

children sleep with that thin green line between
them and destruction.

The man of confidence stands on a crumbling

foothold scarce els Inches above the rising river.

At his back, and twenty feet below him. lie the

level fit-Ids of a country richer than the fabled
valley of the Nile—that granary and treasure

house of the ancient world. There stand his home

and household gods; \u25a0 sweet faced woman sits
upon bis gallery; his children sail their mimic boats
in th< seepasa water trickling through the levee.

Yet the man sm''^ and waves his hand to friends
upon the Belle "Well hold this levee—sure."

At every landing place the BUaaser puts off a
skiff or two. some sacks and a bund:© of oars. A

hundred negroes crowd upon the ltvees to laugh

and Cheer her on. The warehouse at Lake Provi-

dence is almost gone, while the huge seawall lifts
itself eight feet yet above the flood. Five miles

further on the levee is low. and men are working

like beavers building it up with sacks. The ex-

citing fight goes on between the monster and the

mm -• race to see whetftar the tevaa or tha water^
saa riM t&a Qatar

of territory constituting the Mississippi Delta. To-

day when the same flood starts south from Cairo,

instead of wandering untrammelled through this

vast basin, it is restricted by two narrow ndges of

earth, nee-king to hold it in check and convey it

harmlessly to the sea. And generally these ridges

do their work.
It is only in the years when all its tributaries

overflow simultaneously that the Mississippi be-

comes dangerous. Such floods sometimes break the

levees Or the natural contortions of the stream

in changing its channel eat them away; they cave.

Bkrasb oft. and slide into the river. But a shat-

tered line is Immediately repaired: "run arounds

are constructed In a semicircle around the broken

place, a spur of sacks is built to turn the current

and another rear finds the levee stronger. Ineach

succeeding year the disastrous crerasses have been

fewer, the damage from them less and less.

Throughout the valley there has been a steady

growth of confidence in ultimate immunity from

°'virrcksburg perches high upon her hills at the foot

of the Yazoo-Misslssippi Delta, with every interest

bound up in that of her lower lying neighbors

Here live the planter who own* the threatened
flelds the factor who Bella his cotton, th- banker

who 'holds his mortgage, and the merchant. woo

furnishes supplies to his plantation
Therefore, when the river gauge climbs above the

forty-foot mark, and the city front goes under,

"highwater talk" absorbs every other topic of

conversation upon her streets. The river continue

to rise until the gauge registers above fifty Met.

with every prospect of more. The Weather Bureau

warns the planter to prepare for extremely dan-

gerous stages.

Boats begin to bring in load, of refugees .rcm

plantations Which are outside of levee protection.

Negroes desert their cabins, making rafts to Boat

out chickens, hogn. mulc-a and every Imaginable

soecle- of plunder. They crowd upon the levees.
wai'lng for a boat to take them off. Ca-Jtlous

planters send their stock away to safer p.isturago

The river Kw.u-r.is with busy craft. Men arc hired

for emergency work alens the levees; lumber is

shipped to build up buikheads and prevent caving;

sack* go forward by the thousand to be filled with

earth and raise the crown of the levee above the

"Tithe foot of Clay-aC the stanch little Belle of

the Bends lies ready to perform these services.

With "Captain Gus" on deck and "Uncle Billy at

the wheel, she casts loose her Una and turns her

b«aa «*».*»»**\u25a0*•«. ©a bar •£\u25a0
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