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HEARTH eBoupoiR

WAYS OF THE WORLD.

New-York at Sunset—

Temper in Dog Days.

*Jt i# & wvery curious sensation,” said a young
architect, whose glass covered office is at the
top of one of the famous skyscrapers of Man-
hattan, “to pass the best part of one’s days iIn
such an eerial habitation. It is a nest for a poet
or sn artist rather than a business man, although
1 have enough love for the beautiful to enjoy the
wonderful panoramic view on every side and suffi-
cient poetical appreciation to feel the elation of
being lifted so far above the clamor and turmeoil of
the streets. I have a good deal to do just now
he continued, “so I have got into the habit of
making myeelf a cup of strong tea on a spirit lamp
and taking a biscuit when my clerk and type-
writer go home, and then working until it is dark,
and 1 really enjoy it. You have no idea how won-
derful the atmospheric effects are sometimes at
sunset. The grimy smoke below me assumes the
Joveliest ¢ints of pink and mauve, the stretches of
water on every side gleam like iridescent silver
an® everrthing one sees far as the eye can
veach 1= bathed in rosy light. At such times it is
money grubbing is the chief end
tence ™’
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NOVEZLTIES IN FANCY WORK

N the wz of fancy work are bheing
for by women who are going out
who llke to occupy their summer

A

leisure on their shady veranda with some light

occupation. *“I wish you would suggest something
rew for me to do,” said one of these Penelopes, “'I
am so tired of knitting and embroidery.” @ “Why

not try painting a set of white organdy curtains
for your mauve room?" said her friend. ‘“‘You said
¥ou were going to do your sitting rcom up in that
color, and you could make lovely curtains to match,
It is not generally known that muslin and ¢hiffon
can be painted on as easily as thicker textiles, and
the transparent effect, when finished, makes It
particularly pretty. Sketch a design on muslin of
a wistaria vine. (I alwavs go to floral catalogues
for my patterns of flowers.) The bunches of lilac
colored flowers are very easy to paint, and the
vine and leaves are bold and effective. I find the
best way to paint on muslin is to pin a newspaper
to the under side, so that it cannot slip. The wet
paint runs through and remains on the paper,
which when dried can be taken away, and the out-
lining of the flowers done on a fresh sheet.”

Muslin frocks may be painted in the same way,
and are very pretty. In this case the d gns may
be either picturesquely artistic or conventional
In the latter case sprigs of rosebuds or disks of
forget-me-nots woula ve effective.

Tea table cloths afford a good deal of scope for
‘rzmxun_v_and interesting w¢ R Heavy cutwork
lnn]ll(s well, and, what is most important, washes
we

Here is a suggestion for a tea cloth which ought
to work ocut effectively: Cut a square of fine linen
sheeting, turn up a hem about an inch and a half
deep and hemstitch it, then In the corners draw
with a pencil four or five circles with a silver half

doliar. Cut these out with a snarp palr of scissors,
ﬂl‘ld_ with the heavy white linen mercerized floss,
which comes for cotton embroidery, button hole

stitch the edges with long stitches, then take long
stitches across the holes at equal distances, draw-
ing them all together in the centre, like the spokes
0f a wheel. This makes the centre of a conven-
tional flower, the petals of which can be either out-
lined or filled in solidiy with the floss, the flowers
peing connected by a vine and leaves also in cut-
line stitch.

Colored wash borders to tea cloths are very
pretty in cut work. in which case the open spaces
have bits of colored gingham sewed underneath the
embroidery stitches, and the petals and leaves are
outlined with colored cottons. If a2 more eiab-
orate effect is desired the leaves can also be cut
out and the opening cross stitched over colored
gingham.

BACK TO MOTHER EARTH.

Old Women in Farm Colony Take
Pride in Their Gardening.

whose bare toes revelled
for the first time in the b of beach sand and
warm brown earth, “I'd just know I was made of
mud, even if the Bible hadn’'t said anything about
ft, 'cause it feels so good to get close home to it.”
There a cert elemental pieasure in ‘‘getting
close home”™ to old Mother Earth that the most
cultured cannot outgrow, and that even the crudest
feel From early spring, when the ground 1is
spaded for the first seed planting. until now, when
such things as radishes, lettuce and green onions
are matters of everyday diet, the old women of the
“New-York City Farm Colony,” on Staten Island,
weicome with a jov that is childlike every chance
to ‘“do & chore outside.” To the old men, of course,
falls all the heavy work, but there is much light

As said the small girl

is

planting and gathering ana weedlng to be done
that the aged inmates of the ‘“‘women's guarters™
beg to be allowed to share. For many of them
such work recalls their childhood homes and happy
scenes, when “the poorhouse’’ was an almost
meaningless word. For others the pleasure of out-
| door work lles in the change it gives from the
monotony of long, bare corridors of beds, bare
walls and the scarcely varying round of woe-
wrinkled faces,

“Old Mag.” who has forgotten her other name,
who has known no other home than the farm
colony for the last fifty years. and whose age is

“somewhere along about ninety-nine or maybe
ninety-five,” finds the same simple delight in the

“feel of the earth” as does the white haired ""Miss

Kressie,” who has heen there onlv a few days, and
already misses the clamor and jargon of the
crowded cobbled streets and pines for “folks, it

bein’ so lonely here, and no sociability to speak of,
which Is hard on a lady that's been used to better
things.”

Almost all sorts of small fruits are raised on the
farm colony, strawberries, raspberries. currants,
cherries, grapes, well as apples. peaches and
pears, the blossoming, ripening and gathering of
which are matters of supreme interest even to the
most lstless and dull of the “women Tolks.” In
the truck gardens every sort of vegetable appears—
peas, beans, cucumbers, spinach. as well as the
staples, potatoed, turnips. cabbages, tomatoes and
the savory sage, parsley, celery, etc

“It tastes like when I was knee-high to a grass-
hopper and happy as a June bug on a blackberry
vine." said a toothless old crone, bruising bits of
thyme in her bony fingers and smelling and eating
them with a happy smile in her faded blue eyes.

Of the average of something like two hundred

as
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* But cooking Is her religion.

inmates. a quarter are usually women. It is
fittingly called a colony, for the farm is lke a little
world In itself. It raises its own supplies, has its
own physician, carpenter, builder and working
force in general. buries its own dead, even making
its own coffins, some half a hundred of which were
required last year. There is a pald seamstress, but
there would certainly nct be “enough of her to go
‘round,” as she says, among the two hundged were
it not for the regular and efficient help given by the
women inmates. Some, of course, are not able to
do anything. Their eyesight or their minds have
falied perhaps, or a restlessness that amounts to a
nervous disorder prevents their applying themselves
tc anything. and yet they cannt be classed as in-
cane. The superintendent, indeed, bas a‘cook quite
erazy on every other subjeet but that of her single
vocaiion, who nevertheless is a wonder in her way.

“Poison me?" exclaimed the man who enjoys the
products of her skill three times a day. “why, she Is
no more capable of such a thought than you or I
would be if we took her place this minute. She has
times when she thinks the trees are following her
about and the window panes making faces at her,
and she will always run at the sight of a stranger.
She thinks eternal tor-
ments can only be avoided by taking the most scru-
pulous pains with every detall of her work. Crazy
as a loon, as she is, my life’s safer in old Cath-
erine’s hands than In those of vour thousand deliar

chefs.

The new laundry, with some simple labor saving
appliances: the new shower baths and bathtubs,
the big. alry sewing room: the substitution of hot
air pipes for the uncertain and “cranky” old stoves,
since January, 1902, have all been sources of pleas-
ure, comfort and interest to the weary old people
for whom the colony must be “home’ "to the end
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VIOLA SONDIME.

Teas, Receptions, Weddings and Other Social Incide

of life The substitution. too. of woven wire mat-
tresses for the old rye straw beds i= a soures of
cleanliness as well as comfort. The addition of
butter and prumes to the otherwise unappetizing
breakfast and the gift of a woollen shawl to each
shivering old crone were epoch-making incidents in
the colony life. The cost of medicines now mn
averages onily about two mills daily for each in-
mate.

There is a kindly rivalry between the “stocking
darners” as to the number and neatness of the
“pairs” turned out weekly from their “work
baskets.” which are resily uge hampers. -
appearance of the superintendent in any of the
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WOMEN OF NEW-AMSTERDAM.

The anniversary of the past week has called to

mind some of the notable women of the New-Am-
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