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NEARLY A THOUSAND PEMSONS KILLED BY

FLOOD, TORNADO, AVALANCHE AND COLLI-

SION ON THIS CONTINENT.

GREAT LOSSES OF LIFE AND PROPERTY THIS YEAR

On January 27, near Westfield, N. J., an express train dashed by the block signals on the

New-Jersey Central Railroad, and crashed into a local train, causing the loss of twenty-three

lives and the injury of a iar greater number of persons.
On February 19 a heavily loaded trolley car in Newark, N. J., got beyond the control of

the motorman and ran down a sharp incline, coming in collision with the engine of a Dela-

ware, Lackawanna and Western train, causing the deaths of nine persons, nearly all of them

High School girls.
On March 20 a collision occurred on Long Island Sound between the Fall River freighter

City of Taunton and the passenger steamer Plymouth, oft Fisher's Island, in which six per-

sons were killed and over five hundred were inperil.
On April9 tornadoes wrought destnetion in Arkansas and Alabama, nine persons being

reported killed in the former State, and twelve in the latter.

On April 29 the side of a mountain slid down on the town of Frank, in Southwestern
Alberta, Canada, causing the death of fifty-six persons and a property loss estimated at

$1,500,000.

On May 30 and the following days floods caused great loss of life and property on the.

Kansas, Missouri and Dcs Moines rivers. The loss of life at North Topeka and Manhattan,

Kan., was first reported at 150, but proved to be about half of this number; twenty -five lives

were' lost in Kans&s City,Kan., and a dozen in Kansas City, Mo., while in these cities and in

Dcs Moines, as well as many smaller places, there were thousands of persons made homeless.

The property losses in Kansas were estimated at $17,000,000, and the damage to crops at

$5,000,000.

On June 1 a tornado swept over Gainesville, Ga., causing a loss of about one hundred lives

and property damage estimated at half a million dollars.

On June 6 a cloudburst at Cliftrn, S. C, caused the loss of fifty-eight lives and property

damage to manufacturing villages of $3,500,000.

On June 8 thirty-five lives were lost by the rush of waters when a levee broke at Granite

City, 111., on the Mississippi River, and great damage was done at other places in the vicinity

of St. Louis. Thirty more lives were lost the next day, when an embankment broke and East

St. Louis, 111., was two-thirds submerged.

On June 14 the latest of this series oi disasters befell Heppner, Cre., in the shape of a
cloudburst, which itis estimated caused the loss of tbe lives of no less tban five hundred per-

sons, with great property damage.

To the list of disasters of the year must be added the property losses due to the fprest'

fires which raged early this month in the Adirondacks, White Mountains and the Catskilis,

due largely to the excessive drouth that prevailed for nearly two months.

This year, although less than one-half of ithas passed, has had a remarkable record for
loss of life b7 disasters, some of which have been of a unique character. Landslides, floods,

tornadoes and collisions on both land and water have contributed to the loss of hundreds
of lives.

The Dalles. Ore., June 16.
—

telephone mes-
sage from lone says that the latest investigation

in the ruins of Heppner indicate that the loss of
life willbe much greater than was at first sup-
posed. The casualty list Will total 560, and
many of the bodies willnever be recovered. The
property loss and destruction of buildings alone
will aggregate probably $1,000,000. This is re-
garded as a conservative estimate. One hun-
dred and fifty of the best dwelling houses were
swept from the earth. The debris is piled along
the railroad track to the height of freight cars.

Seventy-five men are digging graves on the
hillside. Prompt measures are being taken to
prevent a plague. The weather threatens to be-
come hot. and a relief corps to clean the town is
urgently needed.

A list of the dead ho have been identified
and buried includes eighty-five names. One
hundred and fifty known persons are missing.

Among the incidents of the catastrophe was
the saving of thre» lives by Julius Keltley, sev-
enty years old. who rode a mile and a half on
the roof:? of houses. James Kernan. the Oregon
Railway and Navigation Company's agent, met
his death at the telegraph key trying to call
Portland, to give information of the Impending
calamity. His daughter Katie, who was saved
by remaining in the station, said that her father
and mother were lost in the whirl of the waters.

•:',T.>. Continued on second pa:r.

Investigation Reveals Axcful Work

of Oregon Cloudburst.
[BT TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBCXE.j

Seattle. June 16.—Meaner news from the
flood devastated portion of Oregon indicates
that the loss of life will be much greater than
was at first reported. In lone, Keppner and Lex-
ington, fully five hundred people have been
drowned. Coffins are being rushed from Port-
land and Spokane. One hundred and fiftybodies
were buried to-day. The people are in great

want and almost every town within a radius of
two hundred miles is sending aid.

The flood came so suddei.ly that no one was
able to save anything and rescues were few and
far between. The bodies of the drowned are de-
composing and special efforts are being made to

prevent the breaking out of disease. About one

hundred bodies are still unidentified and some
of them are being burled without identification.
The loss in Heppner alone is $I,<><VmW> and the
town is three-fourths destroyed.

The creek in the valley down which the flood

raced Is usually only ten feet wide and six or
eight inches deep. Many houses were built right

on the bank. The flood lasted not more than
two hours, during which time the water, fifteen

feet deep, surged through the town. Several

Seattle and Portland people who were in Hepp-
ner at the time of the flood are missing and it

is believed that they are drowned.
The stricken town i? entirely cut off from out-

side communication, rhe nearest telegraph win;

working being at Echo, about thirty-five miles
away. Everything possible is being done to re-
lieve the sufferers.

MANYBODIES ARE FOUND.

DEATH LIST GROWING.

Despite this plain provision of the charter, the
old Dock Board at *_' p. m.. on December .'M. 1!h>1
(after Tammany's defeat in November prior),
granted to Brovn & Fleming, a well known
Tammany concern, a dumping board privilege

on the Old Slippier, which, beiny narrow, is not

well designed for any such purpose. Inorder to

clinch the lease. Messrs. ('ram, Meyer and Mur-
phy met in special session at 4 o'clock on the
same afternoon, and approved the minutes of
the meeeting held two hours before. This was
their last official act. Nothing was known of it

This is the entry made under the column

headed "Term of Tenancy" in 138 cases of cor-

poration wharf property granted by the Cram-

Meyer-Murphy Dock Board, according to the re-

port of the Dock Department for the year 1900.

AT PLEASURE OF THE BOARD.

Back of this phrase, at pleasure of the
board," is believed to lie a "grafting" system.

The record? of the Dock Department now be-

inp overhauled by Mr. Jerome's experts show-

that while the old Dock Board was in office
every pier permit which by any means could be

let "at pleasure of the board" was so let,

and the records further show that after Tam-
many Hall was defeated in the fall of 1901 all

leases were granted to Tammany favorites for
long terms— twenty or thirty years, for instance.

The explanation is believed to be that where

the term of tenancy was "at pleasure of the
board" there the "grafter" got in his work. As

soon as the Van Wyck administration was
turned out. "at pleasure of the board" • is

no longer of use as a club to hold over pe.mit
holders, and accordingly the long term leases
were made on terms which, in one rase. the Law
Department of the city is trying to prove con-
stituted conspiracy and fraud.

The Commissioners of Accounts find that the
old Dock Board violated the law in granting to
Brown & Fleming a thirty-year lease of a part

of the Old Slip pier for a dumping: board. Sec-
tion 885 of the charter says: "it sa*>Q not be
lawful to build .idumping beard on any pier in
the navigable waters of the East River which
has heretofore been used hy sailing vessels regu-
larly employed in foreign commerce of over IS
feet draught."

District Attorney Jerome announced yesterday

afternoon that he had lust begun "John Doe-

proceedings to discover the alleged "grafters" ;n;n

the old Tammany Dock Department.

"The inquiry will h- before Justice Mayer, ;

and the examination will be conducted by my

assistant, Marshall B. Clarke, and is on informa-
tion that Ipersonally have presented." said Mr.

Jerome.
An examination by expert accountants of ten

of the leases granted by the old board shows

that the city is in a position to lose $1,960,500

on account of undervaluation of leases by the

old board, which parcelled them out to political

favorites without advertising.

Mr Jerome has been informed by a con-

tractor that when he (the contractor) tried to

obtain a pier he was told to write out an ap-

plication, but not to mention any price, as the

d-partment did not want figures of that kind

on file. It is believed that this will be con-

strued against one of the old commissioners

as conspiracy to defraud the city.

"John Doe" proceedings in this particular in-

stance mean that District Attorney Jerome
believes he has struck the trail of the "grafter."

Charles F. Murphy, now leader of Tammany

Hall, and J. Sergeant Cram, chairman of the

general committee of Tammany Hall, dock com-

missioners under the Van Wyck administration,

were in conference yesterday afternoon. These

two and Peter F. Meyer, Richard Croker's for-

mer business partner, comprised the old Dock

Board. Under their direction leases were made

with favored Tammany contracting firms at

suspiciously low rates. In the case of the lease

to the. mysterious Joseph Egan, the oration

Counsel charges that conspiracy and fraud were

practised to change the terms of the lease from

three years to thirty years, and the annual
rental from $1,250 to $750.

WITNESSES FOR THE PROCEEDINGS.
Itis understood that the following:have been

subpoenaed to the inquiry:

A- C. ChenoTreth. of So. 7 East Thlrty-first-

gt
,

and Jolu» A. Bouker, of No. 24 State-.t.,

both of whom had "trouble" with the old

Dock Board over pier lease matters.

Charles W. Murphy. J. Sergeant Cram and

Peter F. Meyer, former Dock: Commissioners.

John J. Murphy, brother of Charle. F.

Murphy.
Alderman James E. Gaffney. supposed to be

the mysterious "E. I."Gaflney. treasurer of

the Kew York Contracting and Trucklne
Company, lessee of the Seventy-ninth and
XJnety-sixth-st. piers, North River.

Daniel F. McMahon. of Nansbton A Co.

Charles Brown and John Fleming, of
Brown

* Fleming?, against whom the clt

has just obtained a judgment for 85.000 for
illegal occupancy of the Old Slip pier.

'

"William H. Bnrke. secretary of the old

Dock Board, named In the complaint in the

action brought by-the Corporation Counsel

to cancel the Joseph Efran lease on the

ground* of conspiracy and fraud-

District Attorney Jerome has heard a number

of stories concerning the alleged "grafting" sys-

tem practised while Messrs. Murphy. Cram and

Meyer ran the old Dock Board. One of them is

substantially as follows:
The applicant for a pier lease was never, un-

less a personal friend of the commissioners, al-

lowed to see any of the three. He stated his

business and -was told to come again. A3 the

commissioners were too busy to see him that

day. The next forenoon the man who wanted

the lease would be visited by a stranger, who

would say:

"Ihear you want a pier. I'vegot considerable

influence with the Dock Board, and maybe Ican
help you."

This would be thrown out as a feeler. Ifthe
man who wanted the pier "caught on" readily

and exhibited the proper spirit of reciprocity

the caller would note it and the deal for a rake-

off would be made then and there. If,on the

other hand, the man declared against doing

business in that manner, the caller would go

away. The next time the man tried to see the

idock commissioners he would be informed that

it was of no use to hang around any longer, as

he couldn't get a lease anyway.

The old board started in January, IS9S, by ad-
vertising the lease of a Harlem pier- on the

North River at public auction. It brought a

good price. That was the last one advertised.
Thereafter up till Election Day in 1901, when
Tammany was voted out of office, all permits

and pier privileges were granted "at the pleas-

ure of the board."

Cunlinued on (bird pnt**

Mr Hall-nbeck ma.ie several efforts to get U-r-

; .... n tot*r

K2sg
profit 'in a ci nuiiua.

The announcement, published exclusively in The

Tribune of June 13, that the Wynkoop-Hallenbeck-

Crawford Company was likely to lose the contract

for printing the Postoffice Department money or-
ders, which it has held for the last twenty years,

is borne out by the resul?s of the hearing Monday
morning before First Assistant Postmaster General
Wynne, although no definite decision has yet been

reached.
Paul Herman, the competitor against, the above

company, has offered to accompany his bid with a.

bond of any amount the First Assistant Postmaster
General may require. An inspector detailed to ex-
amine into Herman's competence to fulfil his con-
tract reports that Herman has no plant, although
he has ample credit. The point has been made by

the attorney for the highest bidder that Herman
would be obliged to secure financial backing in or-
der to enable him to carry out the contract, which
would be contrary to law, and that question and
the amount of the bond will be referred to the

Assistant Attorney General for the Postoffice De-
partment for decision.

The son of James T. Metcalf, superintendent of
the money order division, is assistant manager
for the Wynkopp-Hallenbeck-Crawford Company.
Paul Herman is a former employe of the company.
The excellent work which the Wynkoop company
has performed for so long a period is regarded as
sufficient warrant for giving its bid unusual con-
sideration but the fact that the Herman bid is

$45,000 lower will have great weight with the de-
partment.

OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY INDIGNANT.
Officer? of the company were inclined to be in-

dignant yesterday when they talked about the

efforts o? Herman to wrest the contract from them.
They denied with much stress the charge which he

made before Mr. "Wynne on Monday that Superin-

tendent Metcalf tried to shift the contract from a
i'wer bidder, because his son would profit thereby.

Members of the firmsaid that the charge was a vile
slander, and that they could prove it.

In turn they charge Herman with leaving their
employ without warning, and with having in his

possession valuable papers which belong to the
company. They win endeavor to recover these
papers, they say.

Norman R. Metcalf. the son of the government's
money order superintendent, whose presence in the
Wynkoop company made Herman's charges possi-
!,i. i- twenty-seven years old, and has been with
the'concern for seven

'

rears He started at a salary

of $7 a v. .-. and has worked into the position of
assistant manager. He talked freely yesterday in
th<- presence of. Mr. Crawford, vice-president of the°

"1wani t'i say In th*» hrcinnins that th* charges

which Herman "makes against my father are abpo-
lutely untrue." h<? *u\>} t'» v Tribune; reporter. "It
is a "vil*•«lanil«»r. and we are prepared to prove it.
T'iot- la nothing personal in it. however, for Her-
uao and Inever had trouble. He us trying to get
r*\er.ge on ihc firm.

••ilf ei'f'Pd th*» companj s employ n number of,.far< jjn primarily to attend to the railway ticket
orrirr- When til* nioruy order contract was Be-

rTiiW"p-irt <>' thuf work was turned over to him.
?1» Ipft suddenly :* few days before Juno -\u25a0 when
tlir Wda for a four y.-ar renewal of contract were
«»nt in" U- Ifft work on Saturday nipht and on
Monday sent a letter from his home -in New-Jersey,

\u25a0savins' that h« would'not return. •
-.

••W^fc"ow that Herman approached several print-

in^rm^nd trir.ito pet them to Md for the moncr
n"^r ™Vitr --t on th* strength of his experience and
?n£X?knowle<lce. We r*>s»rded his Wd *n nn =«b-
«^ltv!frotn ti<• first. The contract ia pn*i cailini;

for
"

NaYfr" e^ipmmJ. Indeed, ii has
Whenroznjfcny slrtewj rears -\u0084 build ur» Its pUint: v\ '!•-\u25a0'-

r£ anpP'ired before the governmem officers in

V?«RhJnrton on Monday be h;"> * Btstetn-nt Mbout
"A-nnvno'i! person'ibacklns him to t!»- extent
of KO/OO." .

HERMAN WOULD NOT RETURN.

Mr. Crawford. vice-press Went of the company, said

tliHt Mr '.!'\u25a0'<•- <Ts Ftnternor.t was correct, and
aiidni:

The trouble came through a complaint made by

Mr. W. E. D. Stokes, who owns the Ansonia Hotel,

lie asked what the chutes \u25a0would cost, and he de-
cline*; to pay our price. Mr. Stokr-s saw the mail
box in tr.- Waldorf, ami demanded that the
postmaster rut one equally as fine in his hotel.
We made that box from a special design, and it
cost $2 BOD. Mr. Boldt paid for it. and the postal
people had nothing to do with it. If the people
do not want to pay our prices, there is no one
omjvf-lling them to do so. We have never paid a
cent to any one for favors.

The only monopoly we have on this chute is by
right of our patent* Mr. Stokes thought he could
put in a chute of hi^ own invention. Po far, he

hasn't infringed our rights.

"Has any application for warrants been made,

or do you expect to issue any to-morrow?"
He hesitated for a moment, then said, consid-

ering each -<vord, "Ican't answer that question."
The opinion among those familiar with this

case has been that arrests were imminent, but
would not come for a day or two. Dispatches

from "Washington have said that the arrests

\u25a0would have been made already but for a hitch
In the plans, and they have even indicated that
the persons wanted lived in Brooklyn.

Ex-Congressman Driggs would say nothing
yesterday about his connection with the Auto-
matic Cashier Company, and his lawyers, also
said *here was no statement to make.

CHUTES FOR THE ANSONIA.
A new story yesterday was that when a hotel

proprietor refused to pay the price demanded
for putting in mail chutes, a. man purporting to

come from the Postmaster said that ifhe didn't
pay the price they would see that he got no
chutes. He at once wrote. to Postmaster Van

Cott and the President. a.nd two inspectors were
put on the case. The hotel owner was W. E. D.
Stokes, of the Ansonia. James G. Cutler, of

the Cutler Manufacturing Company, which
holds the patents for.the mail chutes, called at

the postoffice yesterday to see Mr. Van Cott.
About this story, he said:

"Just what if the situation"" he was asked.
"Well, just how do you mean that? Imight

say something Iought not to. Ihave issued no
warrants to-day."

Youngs May Act in Brooklyn —

Fight for a Contract.
From s statement made yesterday by United

States District Attorney Youngs in Brooklyn, it
pwms likely that there will be arrests in

his district in connection with the postoffice

scandal. Whatever evidence is obtained must

pass through the office of a United States Dis-

trict Attorney. General Burnett says he has
nothing in his office, hut when District Attorney

Youngs was asked yesterday if any warrants

had been issued, he replied:

"Not tc-day."

ARRESTS LIKELY SOON.

MORE WARRANTS ISSUED.

The Metropolitan sv&teui hai an,indebtedness of
••OOOf or $12.<Vt ."\u25a0\u25a0-"'. and required a.bout $10,000,000

mor«'to complete improvements projected vree-
land was left axone in the management, "had got

go bad as far as -support for him went that m 1901

h« threatened more than once to resign, unless ho
L,better supported. Itneeded the accession of
M*or.g men to help Vreeland. and that is the way

w* took 1t up. It was known to me that Kuto.
s\oeb & Co bad takes up a plan to strengthen
ihft personnel of the management. Itwas not a
n-.jePtioa of 7 per cent, but of bringing to the support
of the wnr~>ai:y men important anfl powerluj

.inmign to support Mr. Vreeiano When the Metro-
polltan company got an absolute guarantee of 7

i*r cent with adequate security. Ishould have
Kcce.pitd the guarantee, even if that had been a.ll to
in*trause-ction. . ;i" ...

TVith the guarantee there was to b" tbe privilege
io........ p^rrent of the equity or our own
buFiness. These pentlenx came to me and said.
"T"u'\'e got to raise s^j.OOO.OiXi. We'll raise it for
\wa ruarantt all your • resent earnings and form*company offering you \u25a0\u25a0• per cent of our stock as
a privilege, and put in your money on an equal
basis with ours." By accepting we acquired for
th» support of our system the strongest body ol

men who could be brought together in New-York.
T\> could not enlarge the transfer system, and

•* hen those gentlemen who had franchises in the
district where the only extension was possibia of-
f«red us the privilege of investing in their secun-
ties it was safety for the Metropolitan stockhold-
ers. They could just a.- easily have left us out
End acquired the interest they needed In the ele-
vated system.

Before letting Hr. Whitney go for adjourn-

ment Justice Scott asked him:
"Do jou tinder-sta-nd that Kuhn. Loeb & Co.

were to get 20 per cent of the Metropolitan

Securities Company's stock as a bonus?"

"Oh.no. The firm -was to have the privilege of

subscribing for 20 per cent of the total issue of

Black •

"Did not they get anything else?" asked Mr.
looey.'
Impaae they did." replied Mr. Whitney.

vi:hI laugh, "but they did not get it from the

Metropolitan Street Railway Company."

GOT ONLY STOCKHOLDER'S SHARE.

Mr. "Whitney, on returning to the witness
chair after recess, told of the plan to get a con-

trollinginterest in the elevated road, saying:

It was in contemplation that .**«»•"«#»?* ££
Securltiea Company would be^additional to tne

XntwuTbai money, and would be available or the
development and business Ireferred to. Tne>

S S lndf°oVer eth^|^e
plUhed, and they jnignt within three montus

Lvr- owned tne Alanhattan "U"OTJf1* J,?!,"^
-tlw monoy so as to increase the transit facilities o.
the Island.

•Owned the Manhattan UT' asked counsel.

•Owned a trollinginterest in the stock so

thct the transit facilities of all New-York could

be improved."
The only interest he had in the Metropolitan

Securities Company was what he took as a

stockholder in the Metropolitan Railway Com-
pany, the amount allotted to him. He got none

of the allotment of IIst •"". either directly

oi indirectly.
Sir GcbitC testified that he had charge for

Kuhn. Lo^b .& Co. of the negotiations looking

to the financing of the lease.
A cancelled check for $I*oo.ooo was put in evi-

cierMC- Mi- Schiff had no memory of the trans-

ictio" bt't it could not have been mado

without bis approval Mr. Stickney read the
:,oie of Patrick H. Flynn. dated January >.
VJQ2 a»dzning as security for the loan all his
rights la th^ p«*perty and franchises of the In-

i^rnrhan Company.

o -TJ"'s loan .-iii-i iissiffnment was r»»ally an sr-
nris^nmi with Mrnn

"* obtain control of th«
'
"'o'^.TTJi-\u25a0--\u25a0«•»»>' "an arrangement ajneed upon to pay

SI^W/X-0 Vo riynn and his associates for the Ini^r-
irbr-' -iciu- Vt..-:ks and »«>nds? A.-I think «h:,t

amount was paid. Ido not remember how or by

has tho«e stock* and bond etc.? A.-
1 h»r« w, rerul><-ti..u. hut I»ss«me \u25a0 the> «urn* to

v? and w*tja«Jsn*d to th^ Metropolitan Securttiea

Q.-At what prtt*? A.-Exa"tly the price »-» paid
for ti>om vivm «he Interest. . „ „»

Q —One- wV.Hr>:> two 'r.unarrd thousonrt fl'.uar?-.

<suthrie earpiained that th«* Securities com-

pany redeemed Mr. Flynn's note for J2OCMWU
and r*rpaid to Kuhn, Lo;-h & Co.. the money ex-
pended by l*>* firm for Interurban rigbtf=.

Louis A. Hcinzheimcr. <jf the Jinn of Kuhn.
Uses & Co.. called to identify an <"':uji
show ing the loan to Flynn. s^id he had m»
ki:ov.]^dg" of the* transaction. All the booka
showed was that the loan was made and re-
paid He found nothing in the books to show
that there had teen any S1300.00J) payment
anywhere. Had there been such a payment t"e

bocks would show it. -",', \u25a0, of hisMr Vreeland f>stif>d th*t he advised of his
oVn rolltion that the lease be executed. \u25a0« will
testify to-day. :.- r'-_

Counsel asked the witness what division "was

made DC the stock of the syndicate, but Justice
Rcott ruled that the division had nothing- to do

•crith the points involved in the trial. Mr. Stick-
-ey said he desired to show the connection be-

tween the directors and stockholders of the Mor-
ton Trust Company sad the directors of the

Metropolitan Securities Company.
Mr Ryan said .• has seven thousand shares

in the Securities company. To his knowledge,

none of the officers of the Metropolitan Street
Railway Company had any interest in the Inter-

urban Company before the execution of the

W. C. WHITNEY TESTIFIES.
Mr. Whitney followed Mr. Ryan, and agreed

that Mr. Schiff wanted to bar the stockholders
at the railway company from holding shares of

th» Securities company. He continued testifying

as follows:

According to Mr. Ryan's testimony, the plan
\u25a0was nearly abandoned soon after it had been
decided on. because at a conference between

Mi Whitney. Mr Schlff. himself and Mr. Cra-
vath. although Mr Whitney -wanted the entire
F3d.000.000 advanced to the underwriters. Mr.

Schiff thought that the fact that the 130.000.000
was in evidence was sufficient. Mr. PchifT. for
Kuhn, Loeb &Co.. also \u25a0ranted the right to take

fill the stock of the proposed Securities Com-
pany. Mr. Whitney insisted that the stockhold-
m should have the right to take SO per cent
of It,leaving 20 per cent for the financing firm.

Mr. Whitney's terms were finally agreed to.

The Interurbari company first appeared on the
s-roiie, ne continued, when a oomoany with a
Jogral right to execute th- lease to operate the
Metropolitan was wanted.

So Testifies W. C. Whitney Regard-
ing Inierurhan —3/. S. R.Lease.

"William C "Whitney, who. with Thomas F.
Ryan. Jacob H. Schlff. H. H. Vreeland, presi-

dent of the Metropolitan Street Railway Com-
pany: Augustus D. Juilliard and President
Thomas P. Fowler of the Ontario and "Western
Railroad, testified yesterday at the continuation
of the hearing of the suit of Isidor TVormser. jr.,

tr> have set aside the lease of the Metropolitan

Street Railway Company to the Interurban

Ftreet Railway Company, declared on the stand

that the promoters of the formation of the
Metropolitan Securities Company and its hold-
ing of ihe Interurban company contemplated

paining a controlling interest In the elevated
road with the 530.030.000 of the Securities Com-
pany, and that the present suit and other ob-
stacles prevented the execution of the plan.

Although Mr. Schiff said h° thought Kuhn,

Loeb & Co. paid $1,200,000 for the rights of the
original bet illhail Company, another member
cf the firm declared th»re was no record of ZZH
such transaction on the books. These rights
were acquired to mall" possible the lease of the
Mrtropolitan system, the plan being suggested
r; Paul P. Cravat h.

• ONNKfTS WITH TMKM ALL-
Every lin— across ih<? continent, from th- lanadian

Pacific on the North to the Southern Pacific on the
Poutb. connects with the New Yurk central lines,
toe central railway eystsm of America.— AdvL

POCONO MOUNTAIN SPECIAL
via Lackawanna Railroad, leaves New York fir*
Delaware Water Gap. 3:roud»burg and Mt. Pocono
Thursdays. Fridays and Saturdays at 1 p. m. Be-
turning Thursday, Friday. Sunday aisbts and
Monday .: . .._i«

-
Aivu

John Doe Proceedings Because of Charges
Hade by Merchants* Association.

I>j.*trict Attorney Jerome said yesterday that h»
woul.l at ouce begin "John Dee" proceedings in
connection with alleged irregularities of the Aque-
duct Board. It i* understood that Mr. Jerom#»
wants more light on the charges against t.ie board
made recently by the Merchants' Association, Mr.
Jerome said he conId not tell before which justlcw
the matter would be brought, as he had not yet
made any arrangements. Assistant District Attor-
ney Train-will conduct the case for the people,.

T>-e t>ublic has no idea what these privileges aro
or their value. Ifkept down to a small number.
as they were by the old dock board, they are littl-
short of a gold mine. Trunk of the. thousands or
cubic yards of earth excavated daily in Manhattan,

and of the broken atone, brick and plaster arising

from not only such undertakings as U*> under-
ground road, but from everyday work 'making
foundations for houses and skyscra- 1"- nd add ti»

this the material arising from demolitions, anft
then bear in mind that none of the railroads wta
take this off the island, so that it all has to

w ?
from the water front, you willget an idea what
this means Ifa few firms have the monopoly of
handling all this stuff at 35 cents per cubic yard,
which was About what was charged us up to 1302.
Remember that the owner of a dump ban no ex-
pense in handling- this refuse, which falls on th*»

contractor: the owner simply takes the £ cents »
va'rd far allowing the contractor to drive his truclc
iid to an approach and throw it from a platform
into the scow below; the owner then turn.-. around
and makes a second pront by selling th scow load.
to people who need filling, such as the United
States Government is putting In around Governor's
Island. If there is no demand for tillinghe tow»

the bow to sea and dumps Its contents. All th«»

capital required In this business to make a. fortune
is political pullstrong enough to secure the placo
and frighten oft* competitors, money enouarh to bur
a few scows, hire a tug and build adumping board
and Its approach, about 3M feet in length and.
twenty feet broad. _\u25a0

"
;\u25a0" _

Inoticed some time ago that President Cram
said that a dump on a pier takes up tr.e whole*
surface with the carts going up. This is funny, as
none of the carts go on the pier, but on the ramp.

Go and take a look at the Canal-st. pier on th*
North River; you will find one or the gold mintsI
am talkingabout. This was given by the old Dock
Board to Brown & Fleming for CaoO a year, and
plenty of us builders would have teen glad to ret
itat sio.ooo. , ..

The value ofa dump depends upon the section of
the city where it N Ifwe went to the . ••:\u25a0.-
to askf'ir a dump- we were toM to make an applt-
<atir.ii in writinsr. but not to mention any price: and
the next thing that happened was that sorn» mem-
ber of the truat got thr privilege w« had asked tor
wav down below what we were willingto g?ve. \\o
couldn't tinderstan.l why we shoulrtn't mention an"
price Wasn t that foxy? They can say they had
never been offered any more than what they
charged They tiki put tip a dump at mctton.
thourh before they knew what they wer? worth,

and the tn^in who uot it. away up in Harlem, pal-l
obout $L;.50.»a year for It. Compare thi* with Brown
•\u25a0t Fl»m iris's C *•*-' dump at *'ana!-st.. the tvst r'a'**
!n the city. They never put up another one at
auction after that: they were parcelled out to favor-
ite Tnat ,-iwtion was an eye njwr.rr..
JEROME TO PSO3E AQUEDUCT BOARD.

-yes." said Mr.Bouker. "but that was not at

the Instance of Murphy. Cram and Meyer. Trm

West Side Association protested to the Park

Department against the continuance of z dump-

ing board there, and Iwas ordered off.
"

"Is it not a fact that John J. Murphy wdMr.

Gaffney got from the old board a dumping board
privilege in the same locality?"

"Yes." said Mr. Bouker, "that is true, and I

don't know how they got it_ They got a. dump

at Seventy-ninth-st. and. so far as Iknow, tn».
West Side Association has not complained of it."

Mr. Bouker was so disgusted with the West

Side Association and the attitude of the Dock

Board that he did not try to get another upper

West Side pier.

A well known contractor, who, for obvious

reasons, did not wi3h to have his name appear,

in answer to a Tribune reporter's inquiry with

reference to the value of dumping board privi-

leges, said:

Iunderstand that thl3 firm. Brown
*Fleming,

were under particular favor with th<» Tarnmanv
board, and received extended privileges. They

were so much In favor that it was suggested
that Mr. Croker was a silent partner. 'Jt this
Iam not sure.

Now. the question, t<-> mind mind ts* when they
received the permit for $1,000 a year from tha
Tammany board, and the jury award $5,000 as
a reasonable price for two-thirds of a year, how-
much should the Tammany board charge them
for one year? ItIs strange, isn't It?

When A. C. Chenoweth was seen yesterday ha
said: "Iwillnot talk about the old Dock Board.
IfIshould be called to testify in court then I
certainly would tell of my experiences as a con-
tractor with the board. Until that time comes X
willhave to be excused f-om saying anything.**

COULD NOT REACH COMMISSICCTERS.

John A. Bouker. of No. 24 State-st.. one of tho
oldest water front contractors in the business,

when seen last niglitby a Tribune reporter, said:
"Itold Mr. Jerome when Isaw him on Friday

that ever since Iwent into business Ihad mad«
it a rule not to trust politicians -when they cam*

around and said they could do certain things

for me. If the ol'l Dock Board was corrupt. I

don't know It. as Iwas not looking for any-

thingcrooked when Ihad business dealings with
them, Irecall that once when Iwanted a pi*"*

Ifound itImpossible to reach the commissioners.
anl was told to go and see Mr. O'Sullivan t

did not go. Until the advent of Messrs. Mur-

phy, Cram and Meyer, It was the custom of tfts
Dock Board to advertise it3leases, but aAsr
they came In there was no more of that. Some

of the leases they gave out just before, th-y waal

out of office were on very low terms."
"Were you deprived of the use of a dumping

board at Seventy-sixth-st?"

Commissioner Hawk"; told Brown & F'ftrriing

they must give up the pier. Taey refused to
get off, saying they had expended $6,000 in
building- the dumping board and ramp, and they
obtained from Justice Giegerich an order re-
straining the Dock Commissioner for one month,

from interfering with them. A similar order
was subsequently obtained from Justice O*Gor-
man. but an appeal to the Appellate Division
gave the city a victory, and the lessees wer»>
ousted. Then the city brought suit for damages
for illegaloccupancy of the pier. I*.LaflinKel-
logg defended the contractors. On Friday of
last week, before Justice Amend and a jury, tho
city recovered a verdict of $3,000 for seven and
a half months' occupancy of a pier which th«

Murphy-Cram-Meyer board had leased for only

$1,000 a year. The books of Brown & Fleming

were produced In court, and the cash entries
showed that the company had taken to In less
than eight months about $9,400. Corporation

Counsel Rives In commenting: on tho decision
said:

until the merchants and brokers around lower
Wall-at. noticed a large fo-c» of carpenters
workingall night Saturday and Sunday to erect
a dumping board on th» side • \u25a0\u25a0' MM pier. A
dock inspector reported to the new commis-
sioner. Mr. Hawkes. that the dumping board
was being built. He ordered the work stopped
at once, but ithad been pushed with exceptional
relerity. and was nearly ready for use.
PAID $1,000 A TEAR. TOOK IN $1,000 A

«NTH.

Increased DiningCar service on Shore Lin*- trains
to Boston. Dining cars now on hV*J a. m.. I:C0. 3.00
and 5:90 p. m. trains.— Advt.

RICHFIELD'SPRINGS SLEEPER.
via Lackawanna Railroad daily at 8:45 p. no. Par-
lor cars on 10 i.m. train.—Advt. \..^^. t̂~--r:t

~--r:
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Want Guidi Ordered to Work for
Wood as Governor.

iSvcizl to Th* New-York Tribune by French Cable.)

• ' right; 1903: By Th* Tribune Association.)

Rome! June Hi.—The Vatican has received a

strong report from the friars in the Philippines

against th« ApostoUc Delegate. Monsignor Guidi.
paying that he is entirely in the hands of Gov-

ernor Taft, whom they rail an agent of the Free
Masons, wit* an Intention to banish, not only

Roman Catholicism, hut Christianity, from the
archipelago. They urgently request the Vatican
to order Monsignor Guidi to -follow a different
policy. and to use all influence possible for the
recall of Governor Taft. They favor the ap-

pointment of General Leonard Wood. who, they

say, would as easily settle Roman Catholic
questions in the Philippines as be di"d those in
Cuba. .

FRIARS ATTACK TAFT.

After the convention Indorsed District Presi-
dents Nichols. Fahy and Dettrey as concilia-

tors. President Mitchell caused much good feel-

[ng b3 announcing that President Baer of the
Reading had authorized W. L. ConnelL oi this
cjtj "?!•- of the operators' conciliators, t<> state

that the district presidents would he seated on
the- conciliation board without farther objection.
The convention's work then ended, it was felt

that President Mitchell had succeeded in bring-

ing . bout .i settlement of a case that i

much Irritation among the miners.

A very large majority of the United Mine
Workers of the anthracite coa.l fields think that
the award of the Strike Commission will con-
tinue in effect tor three years, and that the mine
workers can drop out of the union and still en-
ioy all the. benefits gained by the last strike.
Let me solemnly assure you that you are mak-
ing the mistake of your lives in so thinking, and
you will never cease to regret the day you sever
your relations with the union. Reports an*

reaching me from the anthracite fields that
members of various locals have stopped paying

their dues, and refuse to attend the meetings of
the onion. Ican assure you that ifthis state of
affairs exists it is to your everlasting shame and
disgrace, and if these things continue Ishall
never cease I" regret the hour that 1 put my

foot in the anthracite coal fields.
You are now nearing a point in your history

when operator and miner willBit down together

and in h brotherly manner adjust difficulties at

the various mine?. The time is coming when the
president of the union will be welcomed in the
office of any operator, but if you desert your

union now your condition will be worse than

ever.

Danger of Strike Averted— Men

Deserting Union.
[BT TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBCNE.]

Scranton. Perm., June 16.— The anthracite
miners" convention ended to-day with all the

delegates satisfied, the coal operators having de-

cided to accept the district presidents of the

United Mine Workers as members of the con-
ciliation board National President Mitchell de-

livered an important address, in which he called
attention to a circumstance which has been

noticeable in this city for snmo time— the laps-

ing of membership in the union. Mr. Mitchell
Faid in part:

BAERS WORD TO MISERS.

ACCEPT CONCILIATORS.

Thf.g^^s^^^^tatafafßafJafci Boat Races. Poushkeepsis. June
»ff Chester W. Chapin. Tickets $100; at

Fail River Line office. Pier IS. N. R.—Aflvt.

Tn-dBT,partlr rlondy-To-morrow, fair and warmer. NEW-YORK. WEDNESDAY. JUNE 17. 1903. -FOURTEEN PAOES.-^, C PRICE THREE CENTS.

JEROME STARTS DOCK INQUIRY.
BEGINS JOHN DOE PROCEEDINGS TO CATCH

"GRAFTERS" OF OLD BOARD.

Murphif. Cram and Mrj/er Subpoenaed to Erplain Why Thry Gore

Leases to Tammany Favorites at Lozc Figures.


