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ESQUIMAUS STARVING IN ALASKA—FATE OF THE RACE DEPENDS ON THE HARDY AND BEAUTIFUL REINDEER

Photographs reproduced from “The National Geographic Mrgazine,” Washington, by courtesy of the publishers.
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ell the straw formed in a lump on the other.
Naturally a body so shaped would be turned on

he flat side and would have almost as much
difticulty as a turtle on its back to change its
position. The water easily worked through
the canvas when the ground became soaked,
and the sleeper had to call for help to turn
hin over before he could secure relief.

( of the jobs the boys did not particularly
relish was the street cleaning each forenoon.
The detail, with shovels, rakes, hoes and wheel-
barrows, gathered up all refuse, while still other
gancs evened the borders of the streets by
n y cutting the sod and filling in injured
1 s. “I tell wyou,” said one sturdy fellow,
w ng the perspiration from his brow, “this is
it much like work. The resemblance is truly
1 ful. To a phetographer who asked for a
1 f the street cleaning squad, the corporal
i arge said “Not on your life! We haven’t
£ time for no foolishness, this is business—in
1 this whole blank encampment is business
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ind the busy habits of the camp are very

oi to the women who have gone

1 during the week. A dashing blonde was
1 rk at the head of the steps lead-
down he rowboat ferry: “This is hor-
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;11 before I run!”

aptain Sternberger’s automobile was a boon

the officers, but was not such a favorite with
 men. It had a way of breaking down the
tly repaired borders that was not quite ad-
red by the men who had made them. As the
ichine turned o the Company A street
& other day, a fellow in one of the tents called
,ss the street to another: *“There comes that
darned bubble wagon again. Call out the shov-

nt

elliers™

Colonel Bartlett said there had been no illness
worth mentioning among the men. “This,” said
be, “is the largest encampment of army en-
gineers since the Spanish-American War. 1t is
the first encampment of a command of en-
gincers in the history of the National Guard
of New-York.”

Yesterday morning, when the 7th Regiment

*

arrived at camp, it found the ground as bare as l

if the 22d had not spent a week there. Every
tent and everything else that might have saved
work had it been left was gone.

CAMEIL OF THE

ARCTIC.

Faie of the Alaskan

Depends on Reindeer.

Esquimau

General Funston, the United States military
commander in Alaska, has been investigating
the report that the Esquimaus in that Territory,
more particularly in the vicinity of Cape Nome
and Pilgrim River, are in danger of starvation.
He finds some justification for the stories, and
has been instructed to extend relief. This, of
course, would be only temporary in its efiect.
Permanent of kind or another
are needed, therefore. The extermination of the
whale, seal and walrus along the coast and of
the further inland has
prived the once their chief

measures one

de-

caribou and mMoos<

wWer

natives of what

food rescurces. Among General Funston's rec-
ommendatic are these There should | a
special superintendent of Ilsqu in Alaska,
the natives should be comj to fish during
the sainu season, and all of them that
1 should be comp
S O« m to add that
* of the Commissioner of

ing reind uct
r¢ is ‘bids fa
ourse of a few years, to ¢ nate alil
of distress among these people

The scheme here referred to was conceiy
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, whe was appointed

agent of the United States Bureau of Education

for Alas in 1S85, and who has visited that
Territory every vear since that time. Failing
to get an appropriation from Congress when

he first asked for it, he was supplied with $2,000

by private individuals in 1891, and was thus

PROSPECTING

FOR GOLD.

H -osvenor, in *“The National
» for April: “The time is

en Alaska will have great reindeer
o the zreat cattle ranches of the
. and they will be no less profitable.”

and hardy creatures render is that they furnish
food to the natives. It was this consideration
primarily which led Dr. Jackson to recommend
the experiment. He noted the fact that there
were 400,000 square miles of country so barren

TRAVELLING DEERBACK THROUGH SNOW.

enabled to secure a herd of sixteen reindeer
from Siberia. The government gave him £6,000
in 1894, $7.500 in each of the next two years
and then larger amounts. The last four annual
appropriations have been $25,000 each. Alto-
gether nearly one thousand reindeer have been
brought from Siberia, but by breeding the num-
ber in Alaska has now been increased to about
six thousand head. Inasmuch as the natives
have now learned how to care for them, and
as there is pasturage eno.<h for many millons,
the development is sure to proceed rapidly. Says

that they would not support horses, cattle or
even goats. On the other hand, a peculiar moss,
on which the reindeer lives, abounds in all
Arctic lands and is found in Alaska. More than
a dozen years ago Dr. Jackson declared that at
least twenty thousand natives were in danger
of starvation if no new means of feeding them
were provided. To let them experience such a
fate would be a disgrace to civilization, and
yet to transport provisions enough to that al-
most inaccessible region would have been a
ccstly undertaking. Another and much better

REINDEER TETHERED DURING A HALT.

solution of the problem was found. In fime
Alaska is likely to have not only as much meat

ke
as her population can possibly consu , but much

more for exportation to the more set-
t'ed districts of the United States, where a mar-
ket for reindeer tongues and hams could easily
be ated. Jesides, the reindeer cow gives a

cupful of very rich milk, as thick as cream and
making good cheese. The quantity is small, t1
be sure, but this milk stands dilution withouy
harm, and is a great luxury under some circums
stances.

Another exceedingly to whick
these animals are put is transportation. A paie
of reindeer, hitched to a sled, can haul’a load

important

of between 500 and 700 pounds at the rate of
thirty-five miles a day. The best record madae
in Alaska for a single day by or exX-
press is ninety-five miles By m=thed
freight and mail matter can be conveyed great
distances. The United States Government sent
mails from Cape Nome to Candle City, on the
Arctic Ocean, 260 miles away, last winler in
about eight days. Dog teams would have re-
quired fifteen or twenty days. Another point ot
difference between the two animals is that the

reindeer can find his food on ths
that which a dog requires must be
> wher
ited
enough
distance. The
ridden like a horse

road, whereas

ed along

is made t

te

on a slec
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Not only voung peoj

sumably of less than average weight, but mili-
tary officers wei ing fully 200 pounds, lLawvy
keen carried by reindeer. When the latter are
employed as beasts of burden, howey o1

packs rarely weigh over 150 pounds. Mr. Grosves
nor appropriately calls them the came the
Arctic.

To the mining camps along the Yukon and its
tributaries the reindeer has already prov

valu-

able. At those points butchers will p:

$60 to $100 for a single animal, and a
broken to harness will often bring $150. Waen
the supply has increased materially these quo-
tations may not hold good, but they appear to
hint of the relation between this new feat-
ure of Alaskan life and the developmen:t of
Alaskan mineral wealth. Even if the animals
were much cheaper, there would still be a large
profit on them. In Siberia a full grown bull or

doe of the Chukches species brings only $4,

W

the more sturdy and powerful Tungus deer sells
for $750. The cost of a fawn to its owner dur-
ing the first year is scarcely more than $1 e
dues breed at the age of two years, and bear
a fawn every year thercafter for ten years. The

young are very har
which contained fif
bore fawns one yea

ly. One herd

does

is mentioned

Of these forty-eicht
all but five survived.
Herding is an art which must be learned gradu-
zlly, but it has been mastered bs

ind

many squi-

through

rarel

maus now, and ely are animals lost

accident or carelessness
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POE AND THE MANAGER.

A well known theatrical manager, who is dis-
tinguished rather for his business ability than
for his knowledge of literature, was visited not
long ago by an aspiring playwright. He had
with him, he explained to the manager, th»
manuseript of a play based on one of Edgar

which he was sure was des-
hit the

hear the play

Allan Poe’s stories,
tined a
The

to make sensational

on stage.

manager consented to

184

listened with increasing interest as the
wright read from his manuseript

He was enthusiastic when the end waa
reached.

“That's fine!” he exclaimed—“fine! Now I'll
tell you what I'll do: You and Mr. Poe come n
to-morrow and we'll talk this thing over.”

—(Harper's Weekly.
e

AN ANOMALY.
The average young woman doesn’t wish to see

her thirtieth birthday; yet when she has seen it
she wonld like to see it again.—(Smart Set



