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PROSPECTING FOR GOLD.

Dr. Gilbert H. Grosvenor, in "The National
Geographic Magazine" for April: "The time is

coming when Alaska will have great reindeer
ranches, like the great cattle ranches of the
Southwest, and they will be no less profitable."

The first great service which these picturesque

and hardy creatures render is that they furnish

food to the natives. It was this consideration
primarily which led Dr. Jackson to recommend
the experiment. He noted the fact that there

were 400,000 square miles of country so barren

Faff of the Alaskan Esquimau
Depends on Reindeer.

General Funston. the United States military

commander in Alaska, has been investigating

the report that the Ksquimaus in that Territory,

more particularly in the vicinity of Cape Nome

and Pilgrim River, are in danger of starvation.
He finds some justification for the stories, and

has been instruct./! to extend relief. This, of
course, would be only temporary in its effect.

Permanent measures of one kind or another
are needed, therefore. The extermination of the
whale, and walrus along the coast and of

tli» cariboo and moose further inland has de-
prived the natives of whal were once their chief

fi-od resources. Among General Funston's rec-
ommendations are these: There should be a
sji iiai superintendent of Esquimaus in Alaska,

the natives should be compelled to fish during

imon season, and all of them that remain
alu.ut military posts should be compelled to

work. He takes occasion to add that the
Aid work" of the Commissioner of Educa-

tion In introducing reindeer and instru ting the
Alaskans in t>> :r car-- and use "bids fair, in the

ourse of a few years, to eliminate all danger

of distress among tbese p- • pie
"

The scheme lure referred to was conceived by

r>r. SheMon Jackson, who was appointed sc-nerai
agent of the United States Bureau of Education
for Alaska In 1885. and who has visited that
Territory every year since that time. Failing
to get an appropriation from Congress when

he first asked for it. he vas supplied with .$2,000
by private individuals in 18'Jl. and was thus

CAMEL OF THE ARCTIC.

arrived at camp, it found the ground as bare as
if the 22d had not spent a week there. Ever?
tent and ever\ thing else that might have saved
work had it been left was gone.

TRAVELLING DEERBACK THROUGH SNOW.

!a.v morning, when the 7th Regiment

•\u25a0el Bartiett said there had been no illness
worth mentioning among the men. "This," said
I", "is the largest encampment of army en-

m stoee the Spanish-American War. It is

at tiaininrnt of a command of en-
; • in the history of the National Guard
Of N- w-Vork."

i. j.tain Btembereer*B antomobile was a boon

to the officers, but v.i? not such a favorite with

the men. It had a way of breaking duwn the

: th/ repaired borders that was not quite ad-

: -3 by the men who had made them. As the

Mne turned into the Company A street

tl •tfcer day. a Bellow in one of the tents called
the street to another: "There comes that

8 tnel bubble wagon again. Cull out the sbov-

c". ESS™

One of the men of Company B appeared be-

fore some of his friends the other day with his

fate all done up in courtplaster. "Why, Char-
ley;- they exclaimed as one person. "What on
earth has happened to you? Footpads?"

4 \N'aw!" was the disgusted answer. "Those are
honorable scars. I'dhave you know! Iwas one

cf the axemen for the bridge building outfit.

Hereafter I'llnote which way the tree starts to

fall before Irun!"

tome of the men of Company X were digging

a trench around their tent when a stranger

asked the purpose. "Oh! we are just practising
a little. "We're on that fortification job and the
eivrcise is so .-:.-. we can't wait our turn

on duty to wield the seductive spade."

"Did you get wet during the storm last

r.ight?" asked a sympathetic woman of the men

li one of the tents. "No, thank you," said a
wag, saluting politely. "This is about the driest

tent outside of Maine!" The good woman went

her w?y rejoicing that the dear fellows were
ed fortunate! By the way, the rough life of

the men. the fact that the restaurant is not

open and the busy habits of the camp are very

disappointing to the women who have gone

there during the week. A dashing blonde was

heard to remark at the head" of the steps lead-
in? down to the rowboat ferry: "This is hor-

rible! Ail one hears is real military talk.
Those young men are all gone daft over sur-

veying and bridge buildingand angles and areas
a: ithings like that. A girlhas no more chance

here this year than a darky at election in the
South. I'm going home, and the next time I

come up here I'llbring a compass instead of a

bonbon box and an axe instead of my parasoL

Maybe Ican get somebody to look at me and
talk to me then!"

en Tuesday, when \u25a0 boy in a wagon drawn
by a donkey was seen coming up the hill by
the men on the Muff, where they were whiting

away their •off duty." the outfit was greeted
with a stentorian "Gnahhee!"' which was taken
v;- by other voices ntil it ran? all through die
camp. "What's that all about?"' asked a visitor
of one of the lr.en. "Oh," was the reply, "I
gu^ss it's a recruit for the street cleaning detail.
L> >ks like one

—
sounds like one—and blank me

Ifit don't work like one!"

»': the straw formed In a lump on the other.
Naturally a body so shaped would be turned on
the flat side and would have almost as much
difficulty as a turtle on its back to change its
position. The water easily worked through

the canvas when the ground became soaked,

and the sleeper had to call for help to turn

him over before he could secure relief.
One of the jobs the boys did not particularly

relish was the street cleaning each forenoon.
The detail, with shovels, rakes, hoes and wheel-
barrows, gathered up all refuse, while still other
gangs evened the borders of the streets by
neatly cutting the sod and filling in injured
places. "Itell you," said one sturdy fellow,

wijing the perspiration from his brow, "this is
very much like work. The resemblance is truly
painful." To a photographer who asked for a
pore of the street cleaning squad, the corporal

In \u25a0 harge said: "Nut on your life! We haven't
got time for no foolishness, this is business— in
f.i.:, this whole blank encampment is business
clear up to the hilt."

that they would not support horses, cattle or
even goats. On the other hand, a peculiar moss,

on which the reindeer lives, abounds in all
Arctic lands and is found in Alaska. More than

a dozen years ago Dr. Jackson declared that at

least twenty thousand natives were in danger

of starvation ifno new means of feeding them

were provided. To let them experience such a
fate would be a disgrace to civilization, and
yet to transport provisions enough to that al-

most inaccessible region would have been a
costly undertaking. Another and much better

enabled to secure a herd of sixteen reindeer
from Siberia. The government gave him $0,000

in 1594, $7,500 in each of the next two years

and then larger amounts. The last four annual

appropriations have been $25,000 each. Alto-

gether nearly one thousand reindeer have been

brought from Siberia, but by breeding the num-

ber in Alaska has now been increased to about

six thousand head. Inasmuch as the natives

have now learned how to care for them, and

ac there is pasturage eno. Th for many millons,

the development is sure to proceed rapidly. Says

AN ANOMALY.
The average young woman doesn't wish to see

her thirtieth birthday: yet when she has scon it
she wonM 'ike to sco It again.—(Smart Set

"That's fine!" he exclaimed -"fine! Now I'll

till you what I'lldo: You and Mr. Poe come :n
to-morrow and we'll talk this th:tig over."*—

(Harper's Weekly.

POE AND THE MANAGER.
A w>-ll known theatrical manager, who is !H-

tinguished rather fur his business ability than

for his knowledge of literature, was visited not
long ago by an aspiring playwright. He had
with him, he explained to the manager, th*
manuscript of a Dlay based on fin-* of Edgar
Allan Poe's stories, which he was sure was \u25a0! s-

tined to make i sensational hit on the stage,

The manager consented to hear the play and
listened with Increasing interest .is the play-
wright read from his manuscript.

He was enthusiastic when the end svaa
reached.

To the mining camps along the Yukon -ir;.l its
tributaries the reindeer has already proved wain-
able. At those points butchers will pay :'!•\u25a0.n»
$t)0 to $l<w> for a single animal, and a mala
broken to harness willoften bring $150. When
the supply has increased materially these |uo-

tixtinns may not hold good, but they app< ar to

hint of the relation between this new feat-
ure of Alaskan life and the developmi nt >f
Alaskan mineral wealth. Even if the animals
were much cheaper, there would still be a larga
profit on them. In Siberia a full grown bull >r
doe of the Chukches species brings only $4. vhile
the more sturdy and powerful Tungus-^ dee: «-ils
for $7 50. The cost of a fawn to its owm r hir-
ing the first year is scarcely more than $1. T!;*

dues breed at the age of two years, and bear
a fawn every year thereafter for ten years The
young are very hardy. One herd is mentioned
which contained fifty does. Of these forty-eight
bore fawns one year, and all but five survived.
Herding is an art which must be learn-. 1 gradu-
ally, but it has been mastered by mart} EZsqui-
maus now, and rarely are animals lost through
a -i ident or carelessness.

Another exceedingly important use to wlii.I
these animals are put is transportation. A patt

of reindeer, hitched to a sled, can haul a load

of between 500 and 7<H) pounds at the rut'- of
thirty-five miles a day. The best record mad«
in Alaska for a single day by reindeer ex-
press is ninety-five miles. By this mlhod
freight and mail matter can be conveyed great
distances. The United States Government ~<-nt
mails from Capo Nome to Candle City, on the
Arctic Ocean. 2<»o miles away, last winter in
about eight days. Dog teams -would have re-

quired fifteen or twenty days. Another point ot
difference between the two animals is that the
reindeer can find his food on the road, whereas
that which a dog requires must be carried along
on a sledge when a journey is made through ar»
uninhabited region, and a dug team cannot
haul enough to food it for any considei ;)>;<;

distance. The reindeer can be, and often is.

ridden like a horse. Not only young pi ople, pre-
sumably uf less than average weight, but .nilt-
tary officers weighing fully 1200 pounds, havj
been carried by reindeer. When the latter ire

employed as beasts of burden, however, their
packs rarely weigh over l.»pounds. Mr. Grosve-
nor appropriately calls them the camels of the
Arctic.

solution of the problem was found. In time

Alaska is likely to have not only as much m«at

as her population run possibly consume, but much
more for exportation to the more densely set-
tled districts of the United Siat. s. where a mar-

ket for reindeer tongues and hams could easily

be created. Besides, the reindeer cow giv-s a

cupful of very rich milk, as thick as cream and
making pood cheese. The quantity is small, fl

be sure, but this milk stands dilution withooj
harm, and is a great luxuryunder some circunv
stances.

BETNBEKR TETHERED DURING A HAI7T.
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