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THINGS NEW, QUAINT, ODD AND INTERESTING, GATHERED HERE FROM ALL VQUARTERS OF THE HABITABLE GLORE

A CRICKET FIGHT

URMORY'S HUGE TOWER.
Lights from Top of 71st Regiment's
New Home Will Sweep City.

The work of clearing away the debris of the
wid T1st Regiment armory at Thirty-fourth-st. and
Fourth-ave. is almost finished, and work on the
new armory will be begun within a short ume,
There will be no delay in starting the new building
nfter the site is cleared Clinton & Russell, the
architects and contractors for the construction of
the armory. say they are ready to start the work
as soon as the ruins have been removed

The distinguishing characteristic of the new
building will be it
s height of 236 feet, and be surmounted by the
copper statu in hero size, of an infantryman.
s statue will be nine ¥eet high The tower is
not to be a mere ornament. It will be utilized as
an observatory and for heliograph signals. It is

s giant tower, which will rise to

D-T.‘.l" that heliograph signals from this tower can
be read from the most distant portions of the city.
The signalling platform will be reached by means
of an eleciric elevator running from the main
fourth-st.

the main floor. a few
th-st. level, Its dimen-

entrance in Thirty-
The drillroom wi
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by 1% feet. On the same floor will
wdquarters, Wwith
rs of the field and

feet above t
sions will b
be brigade
geparate entrances The quart
staff officers will be directly above headquarters, on
the floor level with the first balcony The rooms
for the memorials and for the veterans of the
regiment will be on the same floor

On the third, or gallery, floor, the qu
the signal corps, a large lecture and assembly
room, a drill hall for the corps, and locker rooms
will be situated
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MAJOR FRANKLIN A. DENISON.

Colored lawyer of Chicago who has been made @& |

quartermaster

£

the company rooms, the lockers for the rank and
file. shower baths, the quartermaster’'s department.
engine room, library, squad drill-
sium and amphitheatre

store rooms
rooms, gymr

At the extre
the double dec
six targets,
volver range
clubroom for t

Each deck will have
second will be a re-

ng range there will be a
rifle club of the regiment.

The general le of the architecture is baronial,
and the walls will be built of brick and stone with
granite trimmings. The construction will be fire-
throughout there wiil be four capacious
me at each « «r of the structure
The Tist Regiment s been made homeless more
once. and has twice lost everything by lre,

The regiment was organized in 1849, and its firet
dril? ym was in the old Centre Market, at Broome
and Centre st ¥ yvears the drillroom was

" Sixth-ave., Thirty-sixth-
y-fifth-st., the old 12th
Regiment armory \ ilding was
burned, in 188§, the regim arily moved
into the Rink, at One-hundred-and-seventh-st. and
Lexington-ave. In 1884, it mo* its own
splendid new armory at Thirty and
Fourth-ave.. which was burned in 14 ot
last year. Since n the regiment has been quar-
tered in the Lenox Lyceum, at Fifty-ninth-st. and
Madison-av«

Among the irreparable losses 7ist in the
ast fire were the collection of of every
aar since the one with Mexico and other numer-
»us highly prized trophies
The regiment has receive rom the
government 3
silver o1
The

in the block bound
st.. Broadwa.

numerous
its flagstan
noteworthy
i: Mathiae
t D. C., 1882;
Kingsten, Penn., June 26,
1., June , 18€3; Cuba, Junes
the sieg of Santiago, 1838,
! from the State are for services rendered

in the ““Dead Rabbit” riots, m 1857
f draft riots of 1863; the Orange
1 ? Buffalo strike riots of 1882 ana
klyn railroad riots of 1886, Company K
«d with the bearing of these colors. The
in rattle and by disease in the cam-

armory is Lieutenant
Tist, who is in the em-

WORLD'S LARGEST FREIGHT CAR.

The inventors of the mammoth car which has
it by a big Pennsylvania company

just becn b
consider their
builders’ art. It is the largest {reight car in the
world. they say, and was built especially to carry
a huge bed plate casting which was recently com-
pieted by a Bethlehem firm for a monster forging
press. One wounders how it was possible to build
the great car with the use of even modern ma-
chinery and appliances, for it is not much shorter
thanu the biggest car shop in the works, and meas-
ures almost 10f feet in length. When a reporter
gave voice to this thought in the prefence of a
member of the company, the car bullder aamitted
that it dié appear to be a problem not easy of go-
lution.

“But,” said he, “though il is a ¢ nbersome ve-
Bicie, it was not sp difficult ¢f consiruction as it
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gether, and in this way it can readily
one end of the road
which it was designed.
pany’'s enormous forging pres
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perfect specimens of the arctic fox fiea known to
science. :
One mizlht think that it would be easy to catch
this variety of polar flea by limiting the expedition
merely to the hide of a polar bear. Nothing couid
On the polar bear would be
., but they would belong to that
hich tarives on this variety of
Almost eve kind of animal has its special
kind of fleag, There are the dog flea, the cat flea,
the rat flea. the bat flea, the weasel flea, the mole
flea, the pigeon flca and last, but by no means
least, that exalted species which lives on man. The
human flea disdains lower animals, and although
forced at times to associate with them 1t returns to
the genus home at the tirst opportunity. For the
reason, therefore, that the arctic fox is exceedingly
hard to catch, and the flea of the arctic fox Is still
| more e, the hopes of Mr. Rothschild may Dde
still further disappointment.
indeed baflled man In more than one
two of them aboard the ark.

be more fallacious.
found {leas, no dou!
uiar variety

doomed 1o
The fica Las

i way since Noah

| S 1ists 1 a battle among them-
| selves ar ood to determine the
! . cla like insect. Some

*d to the beetles. This argu-
contradicted Dy an opposite
school. that said they had found certain fleas which
live on beetles. Then a new zoological order was
1l¥y created for the fleas by a middle party.
ich an arrangement would have doubtless satis-
the fleas had not another profound scientist
nced that he t [ a flea which was
ed by still smalle This has led to the
yvy that even the cas have fleas, and thus
. flea-fiea-fl fleas, so that the small-
est variety ma) point of size with the
fmperceptible a said long ago:

have little fleas upon their backs to bite ‘em,
as have lesser fleas, and so ad infinitum
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Among the varieties of fleas which have aroused

the present time, it\tis said, there are only twol
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plete a twelve-mile span from the Battery to g
ten Duyvil.

Although an increased freight traffie is heid o
sponsible for the reconstruction of ihe bridges and
the making of them many times more strong, it i
not the direct cacise. It is not the leugth of tray
that strains a bridge. but the welzht of the locome.
tive. At the present time no engli« weighing more
than 125 tons is permitted to travel over the W
Shore between New-York and AiDany.  The frien
big 180-ton englines which the New-York ',r':
operates chiefly In its Penns; 0a ! ,,,r'};
have never dared to druss the f i and Kingwto
bridges. oyshann

In a few months the West Shore improvems
will be completed. and then its bridges wil) bplg!'
to carry the Cen I's heaviest engines. whiel hn'
eight driving wheels. with a weight of 2550 poun s
on each wheel. a tender weizhing 13740 o
and a total weight of 2600 pounds T ods
fs about seventy feet, and under
can pull a lead of 7506 tons. With
operation it will be possible for
bring into New-York 750.000 tons of
fnstead of 375.000. as at preazent

Bridge building has been « ot
fmprovement of the West Shore R
bed has been lald. new engine hous
passenger stations and freight |
The whale work has been unda-
vision of W. J. Wilgus le fift

SRS

A CRICKET FIGHT.

ve of 3

Pay-

The C 1 mbiling finds vent
strange ways, cne of the most curious being
bats between crickets, on which large sy
money are gtaked and won or lost. Before .
fng them for a fight thelr owners make the
ets undergo a regular tralning. W
are placed in & banboo cage and

and green stuf. After a few days ¥ are taughe
to fight by measuring their strencth with 3 yee.
eran. After a numicr of trials the champions are
selected for thelr appearance | 1 e, an ,r'”
betting begins. The combatan laced facing
each other, and their trainers tickle their heads
with a straw antil their an Is  thoroughiy
aroused, when they make a da one another
The victory is decided in the the vage
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the greatest interest among collectors is the species
which lives on the mole. Like its prey, it is blind,
yet its ste is so keen that even should
it drop off le it will find its way back at last
to its ing ground. The flea of the Aus-
tralian e is regarded as the largest of its
imens been found which meas-
f an inc gth. By what is con-

coincid hoth England and
ast of seventeer different kine
s to show in the words of a dis-
zovlogist “that it is hard to

-
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Ordinarily the human £ ites for a living. He
has no urderou igns y more than the
miner. the oil man or any other human being who
punctures the ~2rth to make a livelihoed. Never-
theless, there is a ‘jes of flea to be found in
South and Central America which often Kkills its
victim. It is the jigger. or earth flea,

and its de jations have often caused the retreat
of armies. When the French
soldiers suffered mare
than from the enemy's &
It is the f¢ i
trouble. Bef«
crawls
cmbeds
velopment of
into an ulcer
spring are
Howen
Sesses A 1
beings have put to profit
an exhibition of *

mes from the jigger

¢ 4 ~auses all the
» jayving her eggs the female flea
the toenail of the human foot, and
the soft fles With the de-
the sore she makes festers
s intruder and her off-
extracted death often results.

his the flea pos-
 many human
ago there w
as in a museum in
this city, near The insects were
harnessed to s and carriages, and
thev pulled miniature fares up and down long
stretches of blotting paper. Others were corked up
in pill bottles, which were so finely pivoted that
thevy spun round as the fl rrawled up their
danced to music and

sides other performers
fought duels
The exhibitor said that all of his company were

wale flea was a drone and be-
cex. He vsed ordinary human
were much stronger than the
inimals. Eac night after the
s wont to let them dine on his

actresse
longed to the
leas. whic
fleas of the
performance
arm, whose many |
reports. The we

was abe

1in, could be increased
yurishment. A flea could
however, and not lose weight if gl
Some hungryv fleas, weighing .01

rawing v ecars, which he

3 by plenty of
go for weeks
was not
grain, ©
said
their

"rw\\in.: conf tinl the exhibitor finally :lfL
i th the insects were not educated as chil-
are at school. but that their tremendous
energies were exerted merely in their efforts to

were in Mexico their

etures hore witness to these
starved flea. which he

s or twelve hundred times

PLANS FOR THE NEW SEVENTY-FIRST REGIMENT

Clinton & Russell. architects.

ARMORY.

persons as well as colored among his clientage.

At the beginning of the Spanish American War
Major Denison joined the 3th Regiment, Iilinois
Natioral Guard, and was soon after commissioned
major, and took command of the 3d Battallon.
He went to Cuba with his regiment, and there
General Lawton made him president of the general
court-martial of the district, the only colored

an who ever held such an important place in
the army. Later General Lawton appeointed him
one of the three judges of the court of army ciaims
at Santiago. It was this tribunal before which all
claims for damages done to the property of Cu-
bans by the invading army were brought,

After being mustered out of the service with
his regiment in 1888, Major Denison resumed the
practice of law In <hicago with REreater suc-
cess than ever. He is married, has a family and a
handsome home,

WEST SHORE BRIDGES.

Strengthening Structures at Catskill
and Kingston.

Passengers on the West Shere Railroad, should
they look down from the car windows in cressing
the deep vallevs, through which mountain streams
flow into the Hudson at Catskill or Kingston, wiil
see armies of workmen just beneath the car wheels.
The workmen are in no danger of death from de-
capitation. Their heads, although a few feet from
the wheels, are below the rails. After the train
passes the men crawl up on the track from be-
neath, and the roar of their hammers and rivet-
ing machines again drowns the murmur of the
streams they are bridging.

Train follows train, and yet the work on the
bridges goes on uninterruptedly. Each of the two
great structures is being rebuilt, with new towers
and new abutments and new truss work. Steel
beams and girders are being bolted together iu
place of the old ironwork. Yet still traffic rolls
northward and southward across these valleys un-
checked. Each of the two tracks, although the
whole structure beneath them is being transformed.
is kept clear.

I When the bridge builders in the employ of the
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quished ecrickes, if still alife. crawling away
dejected. while the victor struts about an
brates his triumph by chiruping.—(The Graphic
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ANCIENT RELIC OF CREEK INDIANS.

According to Charles Gibson, Indian journalist
of Eufaula, the two most sacred relics of the
Creek or Muskogee tribe are in the ke g of
the To-ka-par-chee clan. One of the the
treaty made between the Indians and Great Brit-
aln in the time of George II. Wh a custodian
of the relic is dying he appoints ¥
will. The Indlans look upen this to
brass or copper plates that To-ka-par-chees own—
these plates are hard to describe, as the v are Rept
in a very sacred vault where none are allowed o
enter except the medicine man or some old ¢
The history of these plates is as follows
medicine man who had been noted for be
Breatest among the Creeks, befors dying tol
some of the other medicine men that so .
days after the day of his death, if they w
meet him on the highest mountain peak-—na
the mountain—he would bring themm somet
very sacred and it would strengthen r
cine and add to their happiness. Th
men then appointed a day and waited
last stick was thro y each wene

as next

24

well. When the sun became low in
great snake came from the west and
country around about the mountair
cine men were frightened, stood
Then came claps of thunder and fl
ning that almost rded the
dark cloud appeared, and all :
peared out of the dark cloud a
handed to the old men. The
bundle were all that could be seen, a
the hands of the old medicine man who
As soon as the package containing the
delivered the cloud moved away and th
clear sky. The ecld men took their
to their square house and hid It 1
their annual celebration, or g
when the ¢
tivities.
they are still in poss
The custodians of
called the wild clan. (1
these plates. and the larg-st «
of some kind on them. The)
on state occasions, once a vear
beautiful sound or ring. it is said
used in the dance, making sweet
dance thev are taken me
are scoured very brigi

n they are
After the
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COLORED MAN HONORED.

him dead.

Major Denison Knows How to Command

Respect.

i Chicago, Aug. 8.—In no State more than in Til-
I and deserving negro receive
»d recognition. This is well
- of Major Franklin A. Deni-
red lawyer of Chica who, a few days

“ 15 appointed quartermaster, with the rank
| of n the cf General James B. Smith,
| of rd B ic, lllinois National Guard. It
: is J firsg Major Denison has been

horored as a lored man of signal ability. He
was the first colored man ever elected valedictorian
| of his « in a Northern college; he was the
first color maen ever appointed a city prosecut-

| ing attorney in the North: he was the first colored |

man to Serve as * of a general court-maar-
tial in the Uni ates army, and the first col-
ored man to sit on a court of army claims

Major n was btern in San Antonio, Tex., in
| 1862. He ed his early education in the pub-
lic schools of the Texas city, Later he was gradu-

ated from Lincoln University, in Peansylvania, gs
and in 1330 was graduated
f Law (now the law
ersity), carrying off

i P ‘holarship and being |
‘ and class orator. In ¥
Mavor hicago hiny as-
sistant tlon e held
through th rs Harrison
sr.. Hopkins and Swift, ed pro ting

Liim to be chief of Lis department. In 1897 heers
| signed to take up the general practice of law. in
which he built up a lucrative business, with white

BIGGEST CAR IN THE WORLD.

Nea one hundred and four feet long.

New-York Central Railroad first began their work

vt Catskill on the viaduct which spans the valley
ore than one-fifth of a mile, many were the

*h the curious farmers asked them.

r going to stop all the trains?”’

i how ‘er yer goin' tu keep those

tracks up i
“Ain’'t the
“What be all the rowdy-dow for, &
These were some of the questions which the iron-

smiths sought in vain to answer. It was not until

they had begun work that the countrymen under-
stood the secret.

The bridge at Catskill is nearly finished, and that
at Kingston is rapidly nearing completion. Each is
mere than a fifth of a mile long, and both are re-
markable exhibitions of the bridge builder's skill.
Each is also a mute but mighty testimonial to the
progress and prosperity of the age, and tell of
higger harvests, heavier loads of manufactured
goods and an ever increasing tide of traffic, whiech
the old bridges, built twenty yvears ago, were found
too weak to carry. Even a few hours' delay to the
freight business of the West Sho which last
yvear brought into Weehawken 275000 tons of
freight, would cause demoralization, if not disaster,

t and a bridge. unlike a shoe, cannot be repaired

“while you wait.”

When the bridges are completed the stevedores
and freight handlers of Wechawken will find they
have twice as much work to do. The road will be
able to bring in twice as much freight as at present.

Tae art of rebuilding a bridge without interrup-
tion of traffic, though not new, has never been so
nearly perfected as at the present time. When
workmen begin to reconstruct a bridge they take
a certain section and build up under the tracks a
separate structure of wood. The tracks then rest
on this falsework and are wholly Independent of
the bridge itself. This done, the bridge builders
loosen the old structure of iron and rivet into place
a new bridge of steel. New foundations are sunk
in the river bed below and new towers are built up
and made firm with the new span. Then the track

| is fastened into its new resting place, and the

falsework is torn down. Piece by plece the whole
bridge Is rebuilt in the same way, and all the time
the trains are kept runring as usual, except that
an engineer “goes slow” when he runs his traln
over the falsework

At Catskill the bridge. which measures 1,222 feet
from shore to shore. Lhas been made three times as
strong as before. The spans of the old structure
were 170 feet apart, their ends resting on stone
towers., Between these old stone supports towers

| of steel thirty feet square have heen built, reducing

the spans to seventy feet. The maximum height
of the structure is 1(0 feet, and its weight of steel
2,030 tons.

The bridge at Kingston is being reconstructed in
o similar way, and while these two are the more
striking engineering achlevements in the fmprove-
ment of this railrond. they are a small part of the
whole work If all the new bridges and viaducts
of the West Shore were bullt ln one {t would com-

| the next year. It is said tha
| ‘process the work hands are ve
- 2

| of the plate, as it is

{ and tnere if let
| away.—(Kansas Ci
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CIGARS AT $4 APIECE

Those who have attended the bg
Deimonico’s, such, for instance
to Cyrus Field upon the complet
cable, and which cost §30 a pl
of smoking the choicest Havana
perhaps,. 3 cents each. But what would &8
cost with cigars at $t apiece? Yot
cigars being made in Hava
have arrtved in New-York
a friend of President Paima

T wrapped in
rice paper- and in<
somely decorated box. In fa
box, and each is sixteen ine
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