
PLANS FOR THE NEW SEVENTY FIRST REGIMENT ARMORY.
Clinton & Russell, architects.

NKW WEST SHORE RAILROAD BRIDGE AT CATSKILL.
Showing work In progress wUhout interruption of traffic.

Strengthening Structures at Catskill
and Kingston.

Passengers on the West Shore Railroad, should
they look down from the car windows in crossing
the deep valleys, through which mountain streams

Bow into the Hudson at Catskill or Kingston, will
see armless of workmen .iu«t neneath the car wheels.
The workmen are in no danger of death from de-
capitation. Their beads, although a few feet from
the wheels, are helow the rails. After the train
nasses the men crawl up en the track trom be-
neath, and the roar of their hammers anu rivet-
ing machines again drowns the murmur o? the
streams they are bridging.

Train follows train, and \et the work on the
bridges goes on uninterruptedly. Kaeh of the two

great structures is being rebuilt, with new towers

and new abutments and new truss work. Steel
beams and girders are being bolted together in
place of the old ironwork Yet still traffic roll*
northward and southward across these valleys un-
checked. Each of the two tracks, although the
whole struct ire beneath them is being transformed.
is kept clear.

\u25a0\Vhon the bridge builders in the employ of the

WEST SHORE BRIDGES.

persona as well as colored among his clientage.
At the beginning of the Spanish American V\ar

Major Der.ison joined the Sth HeKlment, Illinois
National Guard, and was soon after commissioned
major, and took command "f th- 3d Battalion.
He went to Cuba with his regiment, and there
Oeneral I-iwton made him president of th© general
court-martial of the district, the only colored
man who ever held such an important place in
the army. L,ater General I.awton appointed him
one of the three Judge* of the court of army claims
at (Santiago. It was this tribunal before which all
claims, for damages done to the property of ('u-

bans by the invading army were brought.
After being mustered out of the service with

his regiment in 1599. Major Denlson resumed the
practice of taw In Chicago with iereater suc-
cess than ever. He is married, has a family and a
handsome home.

ANCIENT RELIC OF CREEK INDIANS.
According to Charles Gibson. Indian journalist

of Eufaula. the two most sacred relics of the
Creek or Muskogee tribe are In the keeyias of
the To-ka-par-chee clan. One of then H tha
treaty made between UM Indians and Great Brit-
aln Jn the time of George 11. When a custodian
of the relic la dying he appoints his successor by
Trill. The Indians look upon this refcc as next to
bra?s or copper plates that To-ka-par-cheea own—
these nlatea are hard to describe. as» they are *i«pt
Jn a very sacred vault where nor ar* a!lr»we<l '»
enter except th. medicine man or some old chief.
The history of these plates is a» follows: On? <V.d
medicine man who had been r.o; \u25a0 for being tr«<
greatest among the Creeks, befor- dying, toldsome of the other medicine men that so many
days after the day of his death, if they would
meet him on the highest mountain peak— naming
the mountain— he would bring them something
very sacred and it would strengthen their rne.ii-
clne and add to their happiness. The mediei:;*
men then a.-pointed a day and waited. When the
last stick was thrown away each wended his Tra%-to the top or the mountain. They waited long and
well. When the sun became low in the West a
great snake cams from the west ami darker.^! th#country around about the mountain. The medi-
cine men were frightened. but stood th»!r grour.il
Then came claps of thunder and flashes of light-
ning that almost blinded the oid men. Th»n .1dark cloud appssxsd. and all at once there ap-
peared out of the dark cloud a bundle, which tin
handed to the old men. Th»? ii.in.ls holding la*
bundle were all that could be seen, and res^mblfd
the hands of the old medicine man who had died.
As soon as the package containing the p!at?s w:n
delivered the cloud moved away and there was ;i
clear sky. The old men took their charge back
to their square house and hi<i it until th» time of
their annual celebration, or green '"\u25a0>rii >!ar;fi\
When the plates w re Introduced into their ffs-
tlvities. That is some thousand years s?n. a-vl
they are still in possession of the Creeks.

The- custodians of these p'rtes are n-nat ar»
\u25a0 called the wild clan. There are a creat many of
these plates, and the largest ones h;ive character*
of some kind on them. Tht?y are exhiMtetl only
on state occasions, once a year. Kacti one baa %
beautiful sound or ring, it is said, when thty are
used In the dance, making sweet music. Aftfrth»
dance they are taken out, 0115 to each .nan. and
are scoured very bright and placed away until

quinhod cricke*. if still aM#e. crawling swa:dejected. whi> the victor stt
brates his triumph by chirruping. -tTI •

order to make them. The forging press, which we
\u25a0ecting for the company on their grounds,

will, when completed, weigh 12. 00 tons, and the
castings are proportionately bij;. We could not
possibly Bhip the pntir< ohco to the own-
ers, as no car that would b-' lar;; enough to bold
It could nafelj cross bridges and traverse tunnels;
so i. was decided that several consignments would
b? mr>de.

"That question settled, another one arose. There

the greatest interest among collectors is the species
which lives on the mole. Like its prey, it is blind,
yet its sense of tast< la so keen that even should
it drop off a mole it will find its way back at last
to its old hunting ground. The flea of the Aus-
tralian porcupine is regarded as the largest of its
race, and specimens have been found which meas-
ured a sixth ol an inch in length. By what is con-
sidered a strange coincidence, both England ami
thf Netherlands boast of seventeen different kinds
of fleas which go**s to show in th^ words of a dis-

hed British zoologist "that it Is hard to
beat tii. Dutch."

Ordinarily the human flea bites for a living. He
has no murderous designs any more than the

the oil man or any other human being who
\u25a0 .- th< tii to make a livelihood, wever-

there is 'a species of flea t'> be found In
South and Centra] America which often kills its
victim, it is known as the Jigger, or earth flea.
and its depredations have often caused the retreat

<>f armies When the French were In Mexico their
soldiers suffered m-,re at times from the jiKSer
thHii from the enemy's bullets.

It is the female Jigger which causes all the
trouble Before laying her eggs the female tle.-i
crawls under the toenail of tl.e human foot, snd
embeds herself in the sofi flesh With the de-
velopnv nt .if the egga the sore she makes festers
Into an ulcer, and unless tl.e Intruder and her ->ff-

spring are carefully extracted death often results.
However despised may be his race, the fl»-a pos*

Besses a tremendous strength which main- human
heintcs have put to profit. Not long ago there was
nn exhibition of "educated" fleas In a museum in

this city near Union Square. The insects were
harnessed to tiny streetcars and carriages, and
they pulled miniature tares up and down lonß
stretches of blotting paper. Others were corked up
In pill bottles, which were so flnely pivoted that
they spun round as the (Ws crawled up their
sides. Still other performers danced to music and

"\u25a0Thr exhibitor said that ;,'l of his- company were
actresses as the male flea was s drone and be-
longed to' the weaker rex. He used ordinary; human
fleas which he said were much stronger than the

: the lower animals. Each night after the
nance he was woni to let them dine op his

arm whose many punctures bore witness to these
nport-. Th. weight of a starved flea, which he
asserted was about .01 grain, could be Increased

\u0084,- bj plenty of nourishment. A flea could
go for weeks, however, nnd not lose weight if it

was not working. Some hungry fleas. we|Khincr 01
grain, were shown drawing tiny cars, which !i»
y,\\,} weighed 1.2 grains or twelve hundred times

On growing confidential the exhibitor finally ad-
mltted that the insects were no: educated as chil-
dren an* at school, but that their tremendous
energies were exerted merely In their efforts to

J.".f"»i fur another expedition. Should it prove suc-
cessful. Mr. Rothschild says, th>- glorj of his
triumph will repay many tim^s o\-,-r the expenso
and self-sacrifice Involved in the achievement. The
fle;i willbe adder! to th> collection of these insects
In the Zoological Museum In Trir.fr Park. London,
where already there arc thousands ol fleas ot>-
tajned from blrcN and beasts the world over. At

BIGGEST CAR IN THE WORLD.
Nearly one hundred and four f.*et long.

the next year. It la said that in the FO-*;-^
process the work hands ar« very .-nuiiou*. »\u25a0» >

known that the- te:isi will result m a g»*»g
of th«- ntaie. as It is said th? plates are sjjv J—
to be part turtle or fish, as they ff"1?-- {xre
Creeks through a cloud or mist, and w.l> «»" 4t
and tner* if let Itos»- in the water, ana w-»»
away.— (Kansas City Journal.

CIGARS AT $4 APIECE-
Those -who hnve attended the Y-\g bar^'f^v

**
Delmonlco's. such, f:>r instance. a< ti>e <>"'? *• "^
to ruf. FieM upon the completion -<f the Atl*T^
cable, and which cost S'^> a plate, had the Pn% "

Of smoking the choicest Havana cisar?. cost'r'*;
perhaps. SO cents each. But wh would tbe tlli^.
cost with cigars at Itapie—? T*t i*?™ ar*5"

cigars beinfc made in Havana « I>
-lU>\. v,T,»l;:i"

have arrived In New-York. Franctoeo X :.V r̂«'
a friend of PresU.-nt Paima. and w':° *!?.££•
near whera he lived in Cuba, received **fr**Jim.a few days at;. It •* «\u25a0 wrai :n .iFl™"*

h.jr,,vported Japanese rice paper- and im-K-^o g*iTg>
somely decorated box. In fact, only one «""^*j",.B
box. and each is sixteen Inches lon< ana ;»"

and a quarter in diameter .it the mid'!!*"- ii'; '
tt.

that the tobacco can only be grown « >n «n'^''

tlon in Cuba, and the duty on ea.-h I*^V^2H_—

WORLD'S LAHGEST FREIGHT CAR.
The Inventors of the mammoth car which has j

Just been built by a big Petmsylvania company j
<-onsider their achievement a triumph of the car j

IwlMsrs* art. It Is the largest freight car In the j
world, they say. and was built especially to carry-
a huge bed plate casting itch was recently com- j
pleted by a Bethlehem firm for a monster forging ;
press. One won* how it was possible to build ;
ihe great car with tl \u25a0 use of even modern ma-
< hirer", and appliances, for it is not mu< b shorter
th*!i the bipgest car shop tr. the works, and ineas-

'

ures almost 10$ feet in length. When » reporter
'

I,'a.ve voice to this thought In the preret.ee of a :
member of the company, the car builder admitted

'

that it did sppesir to be a problem not easy of so- j
lutlon.

"But." said It. '-though U is a cumbersome ye- i
Uitit,Itwas coi co Oidcult c? vonf.ructjujj as U

the company rooms, the lockers for the rank ar.«l

file shower baths, the quartermaster's department,

store rooms, engine ,room, library, squad <irill-

rooms, gymnahium and amphitheatre.
At the extreme oast end of the basement will be

the double decked rifle range. Each deck will have,

sis targets, and above the second will ne a re-
voiv.i ranite Adjoining the range there will be a
cluhroom for the rifle club of the regiment.

Th«> ier.il style of the architecture Is baronial,

and the walls will .•• built of brick and stone wan
jrranite trimmings. The construction will be nre-
•.-....• throuKhout and there will be four capacious
exits, one at each corner of the structure.

Tl<e 71st Regiment has been made homeless more
than on.c. and has twice lost everything by «re.
The regiment was organized in ItO. and its ttrfit
driltroom wan li thi .'.<iCentre Market, at Brootne
ami <"entrr- wts. For many years the drillroom was
ir. the block bounded by Sixth-avc, Tlurty-slxth-

st. Broadwa. and Thlrty-nfth-st., the old 12th
Regiment armory. Wh.i. that building was
burned, in ISS9. the regiment temporarily moved

Into the Rink at One-hundred-and-seventh-st and
I/exington-ave. In i-'.<4. it itio'-ed Into its own
••plen'iid new strmory .it Thirty-four; and
Fourth-aye.. which was burned hi February ot
last year. Since then the regiment has been quar-
tered li the Lenox Lyceum, at Fifty-nlnth-«t. and
Madison-aye. .

Among the irreparable losses of the "Ist in the

'ast fire were lhe collection of battle flags of every
*ar since the one with Mexico and other numer-
ous Ighly 1riz- truphieK.

The rejrirncr.t has received from the rational
government, as 1 ell as from th< State, 1 umerous
silver honor rings fcr the latic--- of its flagstnfY.

The -nmional rings are for especially noteworthy
services at Alexandria. Va.. May 21. 1861; Mathia?
Point. Va.. June "7, 1861; renallytown. D. «'.. lib:":
Gettysburg. Pern.. 18(3; Kingston. Ptnn., June 26,
JS6S: Harrlsburg. .'• on June 2*. 16C3; Cuba. Junn
io Ai'gust. IS3S>. and the Ktegi of Bantiag IS3B.
The rlsips fr<-m the State are for servioep rendered
in the "L»<ad Rabbit" riots, in l"7; the quarantine
riots Of 1656: th draft riots of I<W,; th--- Orange
riots of 1577: the Buffalo strike riots of 1592. and
•be Brookl>Ti railroad riots of v>; Company k

i% honored with the lK*aring of these colors. The
regiment lost In i-atti* snd by disease in the cam-
paijtn in L'uha 15ft men.

The tlet-lzncr of the new urmory is Lieutenant
Colonel J. H. Wells, of the Jls< who is in the em-
jloy of cjititon & BosselL

MAJOR FRANKLIN A. DENISON.
Colored lawyer of Chicago who lias been made, a

quartermaster.

THE. ILKA IVHICH CONQUERS AUMIKS.
Various stages in th growth of tho deadly "jigger," known to ie;.. • as the Barcopsylja penetrans-

1. «gs; Iembryo: '.. Inrva; 4. cocoon; 5. pupa; 0, rrcundattd female; T. the same on the third day
from lv entrance under tin- -kin of its human h. 1. B, ih«s >anie afur several days' re. Mriue In
the ?kin of Us host;;J>. fully sr-iv. female magnified four times; 30. hcid »f si»ir,<? still r..0r0
enlarged; 11. fimaie before cnicrlas skin; 12, r.-.outi- varls mucl* snlarat*di n. mandibles; d,
rnanSHary palpi; v, la&ium (after Jvcrstea uji.J Gujrotg.

WKATHER PREDICTIONS ON CANCELLING
STAMPS tit-*

A novel and practl-al plan now inegj»«» W |j
tfi» postal authorities «IM**-^ 1

Chicago; Aug. s.—ln ... State more than In Illi-
nois does tho able and deserving negro receive
prompt and distinguished recognition. This is well
l!lustrated In the case of Major Franklin A. Dent-
son. ;icolored lawyer of t'ai'.ugo, who, a iw days
ego, was appointed Quartermaster, with the rank
of major, on lie stafl cf General James B. Smith,

of the Third Brigade, Illinois National Guard. It
is not the Hrst tirm- that Major Denison has been
honored as a colored man of signal ability. He
ua.-. the flrst colored nun tver elected valedlct
of his class In a Northern '(illtije;he was the
first colored man ever appointed a city prosecut-
ing attorney in the North; he was the first colored
man to .-• n as presiden: of a general court-mar-
t;.,i i,. the ITr.ited States rmy, and the rlrst col-
ored man to sit on a court of army claims.

Muj.>r Denlson was turn in San Anton Tex., in
186. He obtained his early education In the pub-
lic schools of the Texas city. Later he v.'as gradu-
ated from Lincoln 1 'niverattj . b Pennsylvania, as
honor man of his claes" and In UM was graduated
I'iom the old l.\-:ion t.'ollege of Law «now the law
school of Northw •.. LJnlventlty). tarrying off
the highest honor.-: f,,r scholarship and being
Hecterl :»s valedictorian and cla=s orator, in l&'iMayor Washbume of Chicago appointed him a--
sistant prosecuting attorney, a poultlon ,:* l^idthrough the admlnlitratloha <>f Mayois Ham

-
i-r.. Hopklng and Swift, the Is t named i>'.<.,. otijij
him to be chief of. bis pai tment In IWJ h»-.r«-Bigned to tcke up the general practice of law in
Which lie \u25a0:;!• up a lucrative buslntss, with whits

Major Lcnison Knows How to Command

Eesnect.

escape He said he fli 1 tied n H: c silk fibre around
a flea's body, witi '• ;

-
TJjen i»e

remented a flm wire to th.- knot, and by means
Of this \u25a0 used it for whatever form of
ger,j,,.,: . • company, be said.

1 to the 1 ruelty of 9 small boj .
who doused them one day with n sprinkle of Insect
powde

FATE OF A ROYAL FLEA.

\ \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0

The flesh of Ms lestj to I
;i>. i.y making Kings his food,

To prove him.-If of Royal Blood;

But his ambition laid him low;
Whil»- dining on a Czar's big toe
A b •\u25a0 .'\u25a0- bullet
Jusi through that boot and struck him dsad.

COLORED MAN HONORED.

New-Tork Central Railroad flrs,t began their work
at CatSklll on the viaduct which spans the valley

for more than one-fifth of a mile, many were the
questions which the -urious farmers asked them.

"Ain't yer going to stop all the trains?"
"If yer ain't, how 'er yer goln' tv keep those

tracks up in the air?"
"Ain't the old bridges good \u25a0 IghT'
•What be all the rowdy-dow for. anyhow?"'

These were some of the questions which the iron-
smiths sought in vain to answer. It was not until
they bad begun work that the countrymen under-
stood the secret.

The bridge at Catskill is nearly finished. a:.d that
at Kingston is rapidly nearing completion. Each Is
more than a nfth of a mile long, and both are re-
markable exhibitions of the hr!d«e builder's skill.
Each is also a mute hut mighty testimonial to the
progress and prosperity of the age. and tell of
bigger harvests, heavier loads of marufactured
goods and an ever increasing tide of traffic. which
the old bridges, built twenty years ago. wt-re found
too weak to carry. Even a few hours' delay to the
freight business of the West Shore, which last
year brought into Weehawken C75.000 tons of
freight, would cause demoralization, ifnot disaster.
and a bridge, unlike a shoe, cannot be repaired
"while you v.itit."

When the bridges are completed the stevedores
and freight handlers of VWehawk'-.i will find they
have twice as much work to do. The road will b1?b 1?
able to bring in twici as much freight as at present.

The art of rebuilding a bridge without interrup-
tion of traffic, though not new. has never been so
nearly perfected as at the present time. When
workmen begin to reconstruct a bridge they take
a certain section and build up under the tracks a
separate structure of wood. The track- trtes rest
on this fals< w..rk and are wholly Independent of
the bridge Itself. This done, tho bridge builder*
loosen the old structure of iron and rivet into place
a new bridge of steel. New foundations are sunk
in Urn river bed below and new towers are built up
and made firm with the new span. Then the track
is fastened into it- new resting ptece, ai.d the
falsework i- torn down. Piece by piece the whole
bridge Is rebuilt in the >arr.r way. und all the time
the trains are kept running as usual, except that
an engineer "goes iK>ir when he runs' his train
over the falsework.

At .tski!l the bridge, which measures 1,222 tfft
from shore to shove, has been made three tin>.v-< ss
strong as befon The span* or the • >i<i structure
r..re 170 feet .iriart. their ends resting on stone
towers. Between these old stone supports towers
Of Steel thirty fe<-t square have been built, reducing
the span.s to seventy feet. The innxlmum height
i.f the structure Is 1(0 feel and Its weight of steel
2.G50 tons.

The bridge at Klngsti is being reconstructed in
1 >«lmll«i way, and while these two are the more
ctriking engineering achievements In the Improvf-
ment >f this railroad ttuiy .*.\u25a0 a Mnall part of the
wholo work. Ifall the new bridges and viaductn
vt the \V«st Shore were lulli l.i t>ue v wou!d cvm-

Lights from Top of 71st Regiment's
. Netc Home Will Sweep City.

Thr work n' clearing away the debris of the

ri!d 71st Regiment armory at Thirty-fourth-st. and
Fourth-aye. is almost finished, and work on tn*

rew armory will be. besan within a short time.

There will be no delay in starting the new building

Hftar the site Is cleared. Clinton & Russell, the
•architects and contractors for the construction of

the armory, say they are ready to start the work

*-« soon as the ruins have been removed.
The lUstinguishing characteristic of the new

•tuildinir will lie Its giant tower, which will rise to

il height of 236 feet, and be surmounted by the
copper ftatue. In heroic size, of an Infantryman.

This statue v.lil be nine Teet high. The tower is

rot to be a mere ornament. It will be utilized as
an observatory and for heliograph signals. 'It is
h-ij.-: that heliograph signals from this tower can

>\u2666 read from the most distant portions of the city.

The (nailing platform will be reached by means

nf an elociric elevator running from the main

entrance In Thirty-fourth-st.

The drillroom will be on the main floor, a few

feel above the Tbirty-fourth-st. level. Its dimen-
plons will be 199 by \% fe^t. On thfl same floor Will
be brigade and regimental headquarters, with
separate entrances The quarters of the field and

etaff officers willbe directly above headquarters, on
in* floor level with the first balcony. The roomß

for the memorials and for the veterans of the

regiment will be on the same door.

On the third, or gallery, floor, the quarters or

the signal corps, a large lecture and assembly

room, a drill hall for the corps, and locker rooms

will be situated.
In the basement, the floor of which is a little

above the grade of Thlrty-fourth-Et.. will be found

appears. Tie car is in three pieces, coupled to-
gether, and in this way it can readily earrj from
one end of the road to the other the castings for
which it was designed. The Carnegie Steel's Com-
pany's enormous forging press was responsible for
the building of our big I'\u25a0• icht car.

"When we received the contract to turn out sev-
eral steel and two iron casti;iK? 1 f •' size never
before attempted, we had to do som< thinking in

A CXUCKET FIGHT IN CHINA. -
(The Graphic

tho present time, lt|ls said, there are only two
perfect specimens of the arc-tic fox Oca known to
science. •*\u25a0

One might think that it would be easy to catch

this variety of polar Bea by limitingthe expeaition

merely to the hide ol a polar bear. Nothing could
be more fallacious^ On the polar bear would be

found as. no doub;. but they would belong to that
particular variety which thrives on th!s variety of

bear. Almost every kind of animal has its special

kind of fic:\ There aro the dog flea, the cat flea,

the rat flea, the bat flea, th.- weasel flea, thp mole
flea, the pigeon H< .i and last, but by i!-> means
least, that exalted species which lives on man. Tho
hum;in flea d-sdains lower tnini&ls. ane) although

forced at time.-? to associate wHJi th>:n it returns to
the genus homo at the lirst opportunity. For the
rcasoi;. therefore, that thc> arctic fox is cxceedlngly
hard to catrh, and the tlca. of the arctic fox 13 still
more elusive, the hopes of Mr. Rothschild may De
doomed to still f;:rth»r disappointment.

The flea has indeed affled man In more than one
\u25a0way since Xoah to< two of them aboard the ark.
Scientists have fought many a battlo among them-
selves anJ occasionally shed blood to \u25a0!etermin<» the
exaf. classification of thii warlike- insect. Some
havi «aid it belonged to the beetles. This argu-
ment was vigorously contradiPted by an opposite
school, that s;iiii they had found certain fleas w,hich

live on beetles. Th» ri n new zoological order was
especially created for the fioas by a middle party.
Such an arrangement would liave doubtless satis-
ii,, th< fleas ha>! riot another profound scienttet
announced that, hi* had found a flea which was
infested by still smaller fleas. This has led to the
theory that even the Hen-fleas have fleas, and thus
f>,. fl< \u25a0 fiea-fleas also have fleas, so that the small-
est variety may even vi. In point of <\zp with the
imperceptible atom. As was said long ago:

Grent fleas hay« little fleas upon tfcpir backs to bite >m.
And little floas have leaser fleas, and so ad lnflnltum.

Among the varieties of fleas which have aroused

was no far large c;i"<ieh to carry the steel and
Iron asUngs, which are the largesi that have
ever been made. Th< two Iron castings weigh to-
gether little less than SOO.CW pounds; it bed plate
casting weighs over 100 tons, and the sise an-;
weigh! of the steel castings may easily be sur-
mised from the fact that tbe amount of metal
necessary to make one of them was 325.UQ0 pounds,
and in providing

*
the metal it required six 10-ton

open hearth furnaces. AceordlnKb*. we made plans
for the biggest freight car in the work1., and this
car Is considered equally as great an Industrial
achievement as the press Itself.

"With r« lensth of n -arlj 104 feet, it .measures
over vi feet in height and almost the same In
width. i: has « weight of about 203,000 pounds
and a capacity of 200,000 poundf

NEW KIND OF WEATHER REPORT.
The M<-:lean Government ha? adopted a nove)

method for sending the weather predictions through

the untry. The postmasters are supplied with
cancelling stamps ii; hlch r.i.i; be placed lines
showing the weather predictions for the day fol-
lowing. Thus, if the Mexlci n Weatl r Bureau
predicts for tii" City of Mteico ''fair weather" in
the morning, r.-ni rain iater In in- day, all letters
sent from tho Mexico postofflce o:i the daj before
will bear that information In concrete form.

The stamps reproduced herewith shiow how these
weather predictions lcolc on .< letter. The first
one predicts pleasant weather for the morning

and rain afternoon. The second mprini trns the
people near tbe Gull of th< approach ot a sevi re
"north storm." nn<l ihe thin! stamp predicts fog.

Tl:e ew system bns become popular In Mexico,
not only because r>oopJe like to see how near the
weather authorities ran come to the mark, but
because it makes the weather chapter, with which
many letters are weighted, unnectssary. The sys
tern is Inexpensive. an«l i:us so many points in its
favor that other governments are considering its
ado;)::

FLEAS, COMMON ANDRARE

Expensive Expedition to Seek One

of the Latter.
While explorers are trying in find the North Pole.

certain zoologists are searching for d polar ilea.
The fl<. at home have little attraction for those

Usts Just at present, although tnp

scientists themselves may be star attrai tlona for

the fleas. The particular variety whicli they are
willingto risk their lives to obtain is the Sea that
worries the arctic fox.
It was more than a year acM thai tv-et v-e arctic

whaler Forget-Me-Not sailed proudly away from

London in search of this polar insect. The ex-

pedition was backed by Charles Rothschild, one
of Mi. most m-ted flea fanciers In England. Months

passed by and the Forget-Me-Not returned with

drooj Ing sails and a melancholy crew. There were
plenty of fleas aboard, but not the Sea of 'lie

antic fox. Only one fox w;>s killed, it »a< said,

and before the explorers could reach its carcass
all Its precious vermin hari escaped.

Nothing daunted, Mr. Rothschild has now offered

ARMORY'S HUGE TOWER.
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THINGS NEW, QUAINT, ODD AND INTERESTING, GATHERED HERE FROM ALL QUARTERS OF THE HABITABLE GLOBE.

A CKICKET FIGHT.
Th<> Chinese love of zamblin:; nn»is vent in r:anj

:

strang** ways, cue of th-j most curious beir.s co~-
bafs between cricket?, on which large »>iCT

,
of

mon"y are staked and won or lost. Before enter-
ing them for a. Cgat their owners make the crick-
ets undergo a, Hgulnr training. Wh caught they
ara placed In. » barr.bco caste and fej w;t»,
and green stufT. Aft a few days they ar» tajghr
to Cght by measuring their str^r.rth with a %»•crars. After a ruiml-- of trials th<- eh-i^io-a »••
selected for tfce'.r appearance in public, and iyZ
betting begins. The cm>...--- \u25a0 ari> placed fa^i-u
each other, and their trainers tickle thtlr Ye»iu
•with a straw oatl] their ar.arer Is -'.usrhivaroused, when they make a daah at on* ano'V-
Th.-* victory is decided in ths nrst rour.d the vaal

plete a t»eive-m. span from the Battery tnSnnrten Duyvil.
"

*'.
Although an incr<-a»e»l fr^ic! r tr:if!lc in held r».sponslhle for the reconstruction cf the bridge*

the making of them many tirr*-more strong i» v
not the direct ca-ise. It i.» not the length of'trai-that strains a bridge, but the weight of »ho IncornJwtive. At the present lime no engi&« "\u25a0•.•i-r,;,., £.„,„!..
th-tn IIS tons is permitted to travel <\u25a0-..\u25a0 the v>-*Shore between New-York and Albany. Tfc« fl*^big 180-ton engines which the New-York Cr--tT ioperates chiefly In its Pennsylvania coat n»^;o-.
have never -Jare.: to cross the Cntski!! and Klr>~»-«
bridges- \!*?^

In h few mor.tns the We- Short" improv>n»*..
willbe completed, and then its bri.i.-e* »m

™*

to carry the Central"!" h?*n%-iest engines, whichl2«eight cltivin* wheels, with a T.-r\sht <>t" r.flnoprm^*
on each wheel, a tender -weis:>in»; £8.39(1 ty.-V?
and a total weight of ,*&.'.?<» pound*. Tbel- 'lentrv!
Is about seventy feet, and un.lfr full -."team' n-£can pulla load of 7..VV. tons. With «uch '^miTTIoperation I; will be r«>*Mh;- for the \W«t ?hor* '7
bring into Xew-Tork 730.000 tons of freight a *£»
Instead of 375.000. as at present.

Brl«1g= building has been n.-.:y nr.» feature cf t>.Improvement of the Wp« Shore Road. N«-v tn&?.
bed has been laid, iifK encin<- hou?i<* built and n»»'passenger stations iind freight houses ror«truct«t
The whole vrork has bc«n und"- th» expert viz*-'
vision of W. .'. VV.ig the fif:h vk-r-pre.tfU

—
t «

v


