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PLACE AND POWER. By Ellen '.<rert>ril-owl.r (Mrs. Alfred Laurtr.«-e FelkJnX EJo-trui-.J. i-Eio, pp. viii, aa. D. Appleton *Co.
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Mr. Smith's lovable old Southerner reappears
in "Colonel Carter's Christmas" with his charm
undiminished. He is the sarr.e childlike and
hivalroua type, and his deeds, like his per-

sonality, have the same winning saver that tc-k
Mr. Smith's reader! captive a long \u25a0 .m« iga
In this latest brief narrative of Colonel Carter
and his doings he is represented at the cutset
as being at daggers drawn with Mr. I*. A.
Klutchem, the hard fisted moneymaker whom
we seem to have met before. The trouble te-
tween the two Is complicated \ y events affect-
ing the fortunes of the colonel's old friend, Fitz.
The well meant efforts of a man of kindness,
but of small experience of the world, to save a
difficult situation only lead to .-• thing very

like disaster Bat Mr. Smith, In telling a
Christmas story, hos not, of course, set oat to

harrow up our fee-lings. The colonel*" dis-
comfiture at a New- York police station • of the
most fleeting character, and out of the episode
there flows ultimately a happy readjustment cf
affairs. A little girl is Introduced Into the ta'e
to give an added turn to its sentiment. She and
ill the ether characters are effectively drawr.,

ar.d the whole composition has the tru« atmos-
phere of the Christmas book. It is cr.e o/ Mr.
Bmlth'a most artistic perfonnaneeai

Enccurngel by the success of "Some Expe-

rienoes of an. Irish R. M." a: I"Allon the Irlsb
Shore," the authors of these capital fa ks Lave
brought out a new and revised edition of "An

Irish Cousin," which they first published la 1559.

For American readers it is practically a new

book. and though it is not so good aa either
of the volumes we have just mentioned. It 13
decidedly worth reading, for Messrs. So-mervlile
and Ross have a way oft! own In sketching

Irish life. In their better known works they

have sketched it with a peculiar feeling for ltj

humor*. Then are odd humors, deftly hit oft.
in "An Irish Cousin." but these are only inci-
dental. The main drift of the novel concerns a

young woman who has come to Ireland from

Canada to live for a time in the house of two

kinsmen— an uncle of hers md h^ nan. There

is a mystery in the family, but the authors have

thought well to approach the solution of It with-

out the aid of the usual dramatic expedtaßSß.

Through most of the chapters we are interested
chiefly in the picture that is given of what *9

suppose i3a typical Irish household, with the

delights of the hunting field ar.d the ways of *
rural neighborhood thrown In for the sake cf

variety. The tragic note only clearly .-claxta

Itself as we near the end. This Is probably the

fiist book of the authors. Certainly it suggests

the amateur. Just as certainly -\u25a0 has seme in-

dividuality and is entertaining.

-Place and Power" differs from all of the nov-

els with which Ellen Thormycroft Fowler (Mrs.

Felkin)has thus fax amused her public. Itcon-

tains hardly any of the Bippant chatter and

machine made epigrams in mL.eh her characters

have been accustomed to Indulge, and for this

we are not sorry. Unfortunately, in trying to be
serious, Mr?. Felkin seems to have lost her

grasp of her material. The man whom abi

pro nts to us as a type of irreiigion. defying

the Church and all Its precepts, and thereby

drawing down a kind of curse upon his head,

is not in the least credible or interesting. He is

a mere ;appet, and no or.c tLse in the book

shown any closer resemblance to ordinary hu-

manity. The curs- aforesaid being launched at

Conrad Clayton early in the Look, the reader

perseveres through many pases simply out of

curiosity as to the outcome, not because he

feels any sympathy for the men anl women

presented. When the climax is reached It Id

seen to be of a melodramatic nature, v.nd to ba
,.-. r poorly handled Into the bargain. In fact,

Mrs. Felkin t^s produced on this occasion an

inert and wearisome story.

There is nothing Inert about "Barbc cf Grax.d
: ».•• On the contrary. It bristles with ex-

.::... :t. A murder of v.ry revolting chax-
ter b Iliked of in the Cr?t page. The keeper

cf a lighthouse en the French coast Is the crim-
inal, ur.l at the t:::.e cf the (penir.g cf the story

I.^ livingwith Urn. a child growing In •-: \u25a0

shadow of his morose nature like a Cower la th*
cranny of a blood stained wall She, a* eha

grows up. witnesses things hardly less horrilla

than the murder to whi»|i we have all-led. -*
, |j constantly rlstmlng us victims within

••_ of her huii.c. In cn.e scene she ;lay* the

I.rt Of a h-:..:.e, and rescues -•. you.vg sailor

from the grave. Thereafter, to all a; . u-ances.
, . ;. :.. ..1 be her portion, but wh«a love

entcz* rivalry follows, and again horrors are

piled on ty the resourceful author. Mr. Oxen-
ham even goes so far as to drag In a sea mon-

ster, a Least something like a devilfish, ocir

Tin /\u25a0 fColonel Carter,

ncTios.
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