3

— - - i

THINGS NEW, QUA]NT , ODD AND INTERESTING, GATHERED HERE FROM ALL QUARTERS OF

NEW-YORK DATILY TRIBUNE. SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 1. 1903.
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CAN ADIAN MOUNTED MEN.

Police Force of the Northzwest Needs
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TENDER HEART OF GENERAL STUART.
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RIDING A CENTIPEDE.
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IN SOUTH AFRICA.
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MOVING A WATER . MAIN.

Shifting a Section 1,200 Feet Long
Without Interrupting Service.

of “Engineering News" Seth
es a remarkable piece of work

It was neces-
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section of water
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taken with the decided opening of the
required to break down on the establizhed

during the progress of moving
method of procedure was to prepare the
trench for the final location of main, uncovering
the pipe in question at the same operation. Ex-
cavation beneath the pipe followed, earth being
removed to a level about two feet below the barrel,
leaving that section of earth which supported the
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JACK CHINN'S SNAKE STORY.

Dewitt Vanarsdall, who is in charge of Colonel
Jack ¢ n's fluor spar mine at Salt Spring, was
an Saturday nd though rather late in the
¢ r 1 g, tells us one that is out of
the - ary itry is being driven in
e side ft fty feet bhelow an old
sunk ! ry ago by miners in quest
of ver ¥Ss ago they reached the onld
uft, and there surprize awalted them The

A tom of it was covered with snakes of all kinds
¢ " 18, copperheads, blacksnakes and
.« 1 venomous The rep-
r the d it was onjy after

g were killed. At first
kraen thought that the akes had gaih-
ered re to hibernate. but an investigation showed
' f into the pit and had no way te
PR any them may have been there for
Ve ind had fed on the quantities of toads, rab-
bits and mice that shared their misfortune of fall-

ing into the old shaft, but not into congenial come
pany, as @id the snakes.—(Harrodsburg Herald

.. demanded that the utmost care be exercised |

FACTS ABOUT PEAT FUEL AND PEAT COKE.

HOW TO

MAKE IT, HOW TO USE IT, WHAT IT COSTS

AND WHAT IT IS WORTH.

BY T. H.

The prime object of this paper is to offer briefly
some facts and Information relating to the produc-
tion, cost, use and value of this fuel—largely from
my owmn personal experience and observation during
a serles of years—with other data from trustworthy
authorities, which may be of practical Interest to
have rich and extensive stores of it.

In our own country the deposits of peat are
numerous, extensive and in quantity simply enor-
mous. New-England is full of it; the deposits in
the Middle, Western and Northwestern States and
in Canada are enormous. California and Mexico
have rich and extensive store of it.

Its superifor value for domestic, steam and metal. |

lurgical purposes is estabilshed beyond question.
It requires only to be manufactured and prepared
in good shape to take its place as a standard
commodity of traffic and use

The varfous attempts to solidify and put it into

merchantable form may all be classed under two |

heads—pressing and condensing. Of presses, a great
variety have been bullt, some simple of construc-
tion, others of marvellous power and perfection in
every detall. The most notable success attained
by this process has been In Canada, where, under
pressure of two to twelve tons to the square inch,
a handsome article has been produced In brigquetts
form, which burns well and can be used for some
purposes: but pressure has thus far failed to pro-

duce, and cannot by any possibility be made to
produce, a perfect fuel. Water dissolves it, heat
disintegrates it. handling and transportation tend

to crumble it and it cannot be successfully coked

The cost of piant is large, the power required is
enormous, and the product, though not without
merit for some purposes, is seriously lacking in
qualities essentlal to a perfect fuel. at
Toronto writes (October 31. 1902) §400.000
has, in the course of seven or eight ars, been
practically wasted in Canada in futile attempts in

this line ™

Condensed peat differs
pressed article. method
exceedingly simple, rapld and successful.
required is comparatively inexpensive. the exj
of manufacture is small, and the fuel produc
in many respects, superior to that produced by

eszentially r
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The crude material aind brought
from the bog in any convenient manner. The
the original organization
the air. of which a la

excavated
treat-
the

unt

ment is such tha
peat is destroyed

is contained in its cells, is ejected: its plast and
adhesive properties are developed, adv ze i
taken of some of the pecullar natural quaiities of
the material d it is then in condition to be
blocked or mc ied into any form desired, which

may be accomplished in a variety of simple ways
It i1s then exposed in the air for dryin
artificial means may be used to expedite this.

The is a solid, hard w burns
freely with t draught, producing steady, clear
and intense heat, consumes entirely from surface to

open

fuel, ch

product

1
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centre, leaving a residuum of light ash, but no
clinkers or cinders; doces not digintegrate: is as im-
pervious to water as brick or stone; emits very

liitle smoke and no offensive gases; is readily car-
bonized, producing a strong coke of superior q
for domestic, steam and metallurgical purposes,

Condensed peat may be carbonized as we
and coal, and produces peat coke; and It is to this
fuel and the proper production of it that 1 desire
to call especial attention, because of its superior
excellence for all ordinary purposes, and for the
1 2 gseveres processes required in the arts

ntil recently I have never known of any peat
coke being produced in this country, but during the
last two years persistent and well directed efforts
have resulted in perfecting a simple, practical and
eminently successful method of producing this much
desired fuel at a cost and of quality which render
it practicable to iIntroduce it as a merchantable
article, avallable for those purposes for which it is
known to possess superior merit.

Condensed and solidified by what is known as the
Leavitt process, the coking or carbonizing is ac-
complished by the more recently discovered Rock-
well process. The former is not patented, and s
therefore frees to all. The coking process is covered
by patents. The gases generated from the peat In
the process of coking are used for heating the
ovens, and are amply sufficlent for that purpose.

The quantity of coke obtalnable from a good
quality of condensed peat may average about 40 per
oent of 1ts weight. The high heating power of peat
and peat coke and its absolute freedom from sul-
phur and properties deleterious to metals must
commend it to all and invest it with pecullar in-
terest to the smelter and those who follow after
him as manufacturers of the metals which he pro-
duces.

Practically the same range of by-products may
be obtained as from the coking of coal, and, prop-

lo wood

TRIALS AND STRUGGLES

LEAVITT.

the working expenses of producing

erly managed alue of these.

the coke may be recovered by the V

The concurrent testimony of parties who h“'l
used peat fuel for heating, cooking and the usua
variety of household purposes is that it is prefera-
ble to any other, and of peat coke that it is the
“very hos;" fuel they have ever used. It is easily
kindled, burns freely and gives a quick and In-
tense heat: is much cleaner than coal, more pleas-
ant to handle and easily managed for all purposes
For the sick chamber there is no fuel which vields
s0 mild and grateful a heat as peat For persons
with delicate lungs it is especially desirable, as It
produces none of the irritating effects of wood
smoke or coal gas

The superior fitness and great value of this fuel
| for steam service in manufacturing establishments,
1 locomotives, steamships, etc., has been repeatedly
|
i

and abundantly demonstrated, but as yet the pro-
has not been sufficient to insure a
istant and steady supply It saves half the
time in getting up steam, affords a quick and in-
tense heat, with large volume of flame, and 1is
easily regulated. The absence of smoke and clink-
. sparks and soot and the preservation of grates
and fireboxes from the effects of sulphur are im-
portant advantages, while, on the score of comfort
to travellers by rail, the annoyance and suffering
v cinders, sparks and smoke are by the

of it

ers

of t

nee his fuel entirely obviated.

My own personal experience during six years
while operating peat works at lLexington, Mass.,
was confirmatory of the statements here made.

During four
'he
with grate

years I ran a 14 horsepower tubular
rebox, fitted was 32x42 inches,
bars three-quarters of an inch apart and
the boil I burned noth-
< ut condensed peat of my own
1, finding that the heat

excess of what was required,
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manuf
was
rea of th

ture,
r in

generated
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was gradually reduced laying firebricks at tne

s and rear end, to 16x36 ir less than one-

! the original area. The fu IS never mors
: ix s deen on the o rally less
| Tt 8as generated produced flame
wi filled the entire spa 1e boiler. It
I with a ve quick,
st ¥y and intence hea ose of the
fourth year, the grate b uninjured

#s good as when ne
At that time I had not

but since dolng so I ha

with results far in exee

bove of my own experie

principles apply to locomotive
*a should be smaller and the

1

a less powerful than for ceal
and quickly started in
Concerning peat in the ma weture of iron and
steel, a few quotations from rrespondence Y
tements at hand must suffice to indicate th
ation in which this fuel held by practica
familiar with the requi nents and use of
in the important iror 1 steel industries:

smelting ores, welding an
teel plates, good
“For giving to
formity of chill, qualities
1 s, peat fuel is unsurpassed.”
of still greater value
the manufacture of it stands
These quotations illustrate the character
multitude of others of similar Import.

From my own experience during six years, I con-
rider it safe to say that it can ordinarily be pro-
duced In good shape and marketable condition for
less than $ a ton. It has been so0ld at prices all
the way from § to $3 a ton. It is not too much to
say that in any region where it {s produced the de-
mand will be likely to exceed the supply.

Most of the new enterprises of the age are un-
derstood to demand and require for their develop-
ment and success very large preliminary outlays
of money. Not so with peat; the outlay required
is comparatively small, while the returns are quick,
large and sure.

The men who havae been, and st!ll are, ready and
eager to sink large sums in ofl wells and gold
mines at a distance are apparently slow to ob-
serve the wealth that lles plainly befores them at
home in the peat beds which multitudes pass every
day. The next generation will probably wonder
that this generation of enterprising men was so
blind.

1f, then, we have at our own doors, and in zreat
abundance, an article of fuel available at small
cost, which is equal in value and superior in qual-
Ity to that which we bring from a distance. is it
not plainly apparent that it affords a tempting op-
portunity for the creation of an entirely new
roductive and profitable industry, employing cap-
and requiring labor on a large scale and utiliz-
g resources now lying dormant, the importance
of which is beyond estimate?
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OF WOULD-BE LAWYERS.

PREPARING FOR EXAMINATIONS WHERE 4 CERTAIN
PER CENT ARE BOUND TO FAIL.

“Hear vou're going up for the bar ‘exams’ next
Tuesday,” sald one young man to another the
luncheon hour, in vesterday

The one addressed gave evidence of a slight an
ticipatory tremble, nodded afrmatively, but ab
stained from reply

“You'll hit it hard/
“Eleven thousand men

at

Pine-st.,

continued the Arat =
in this cf

your life It's

have done it
you've been passing ‘exams’ all
easy

The last
made him reply

‘Easy! Listen
Syracuse in June,
at Albany on
the New-York
Tueaday.’

“E. his eyes blazing let
tell 1901, T've thrashed
rethrashed some 12000 printed pages of textbooks
tried to learn perhaps 125,00 words of typewritten
notes my school gave me, served sixteen months’
duty under a lot of professors, fillad eighteen note
tooks with law, as I understood it, and read and re-
read perhaps 2,000 cases.”

The speaker wiped the verspiration from his fore
head, while the listener, commenting. told him he

deserved to flunk for such self-abnegation in study

words s=traightened the listener and

S|ixty rent went down at
~f the hundred
paper, apd 30 per cent ¢

in

per

forty ont failed

.

the same

rowd W have another try next

sy!” he me

and

continued,

you Since October,

10 o'clock at night for a month, and shall keep it
) till to-morrow night: I've been at it from 5 to 7
velock every night for a n th, finding out what
I had forgotten about t law, at another special
with a pal Seems easy, d it,
hard plugging at the office™

101
he
quiz

*sn t with

all
day

Insinuation withdrawr answered the
But how is it there are so many get
o ordinary men?"’
body knows. The bar ‘erxams’ in
are queer things The first prize man at
went down recently, wt the office boy \
seame offlce passed with flags flying They seem
to forget that wa have a code here—1.00) pages
that must be read over half a dozen times New
York law lIsn't Massachusetts law-—they dlsagree
constantly That's why men who study in New-

EFngland fail when they come here for the ‘exams.’

weren't allowed in the Appellate Division a month
later to be sworn In. One of them began at $:4
o'clock. He saw the twenty-five questions; his head
was so filled with theories, so jumping with law,
that he couldn’t for the life of him answer a specific

“T'va been attending special quizzes from 8§ to | question with coolness. Then, at noon. when he
L]
A HOUSE THAT CAN FOLLOW THE SUNSHINE.
THE HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHED AT 11 A M., THE HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHED FROM EX-
ACTLY THE SAMR POSITION AT 5 P. M

A Parisian architect, M. Eugéne Petit, has devised a houge, revolving on a central pivot, which

oan be turned mechanically so as to follow the
sun cure. The principle is that of the turntable

sun. These buildings are extensively used for the
Two men can easily effect the mavement. Tha in-

troduction of water, gaa and electricity is Ingenlously contriveq,—(lllustrated London News,
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his accessory ading, he postpones the knack of

getting the cipie which underlies each de-

cision.
“In other words, for the first few monthks the

STANLEY SPENCER.
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how a real heada had over Shelley's
case, how Had!l \ Baxendale and Lawrence vs
Fox run away fr ‘ cing by of the
book for a night's T 3 quity surance,
wills, constitution w rations, admiraity |
and the code stiff s for his second
vear's degree ‘exam pa s, f hes llke a gram-
mar boy aver his af A ] prepares for the
bar

“Rumors of papers ! t had and flled
worry him little; | e € Is nearly a
counsellor at law. ] At this point his
peril is greatest I know severa 10% who weren't
allowed uwp last June simap because they were two

hours laie In filing their affidavit of citizenship, ete.,
their college certificate of graduation, thelr Board
@f Regents’ &pproval thereof and thelr law school
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BARNACLES ON A WARSHIP'S KEEL

Frederick the Great in drydock for a scraping. Those who are not fiae
jockynrds will realize from this view, just taken at Klel, the necessity of cleaning the
1n easily be imagined how the speed of a vessel is reduced by the In-
mass of barnacles. The barnacles are living crustaceans whic
ir heads and kick their food into their mouths by a bunch eof
water and fasten
propeller wings

h fasten

o any passing food. Great clusters of
and hull alilke.—(The Sphere.

on

te of Then thers was another
a week, and
a to help

tty 1

certifica attendance.

rried his

fellow who

to telegr:

matters, at a net

sum. Why, a man has to be a lawyer to draw u;
i yapers properly Affidavits are thrown out
survive. He faels ad

to take the ‘exams.’
rowd of us are

hundred to fail

time, sa

under

get any ome to

we can

enter at the gates of

which we vene

NEW

NATY

PRISON.

A Model One Now Planned for
Portsmouth, N. H.

The Navy Department has long f2lt the need of
a tullding for prisoners under sentence, and plans
have been drawn and approved for one at Ports
mouth, N. H., which provide a most suitadle i~
terior arrangement for the comfort, securfty and
heaith of men in confinement, as well as for the
convenience and comfort of e officers detalled
to take charge of such an Institution. The site
selected is on a high elevation on Seavey Isiand.
near the Navy Yard, overlooking the river and
the city of Portsmouth.

The bullding is to be of brick, with stone trim
mings, the interior of which is to be of steel and
concrete construction, thus guaranteeing absolute-
ly a fireproof structure. The administration bdufld
ing will be 78 feet square and about 128 feet i»
helght. There are to be two wings, sach about %
feet in length and 52 feet wide. contalining
gells. The entire frontage will be &3
The method and errangement of the
roper will be of the most approved siyle, nmak
ng escape pr'\ctﬂca.l},v Impossible, and will have
eccommodation for 640 persons. That escape ma
be impossible by digging and tunnelling,
floor is to bLe of stone concrete rein
layers of metal. The ¢ 1
cells each, divided In
separated by a 1 foot
creasing In size at the
cells for the water and

The dimensions of
inches wide, 11 feet
with a window barred
the top of the L. A :
wide will surround each tier
first tier., whic be
floor exercising corridor
connected by a double sta
tier, and both stair
by gratings. ess

t
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Lot
oo
oo

gratings
abeut

£ ceils

orridors

t eacl
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he

made into 1in ¥ grated
doors, so that t - r the sur

unlocked }
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s 2 shower

men at a time. O
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A YEAR WITHOUT A SUMMER

Remarkable Record for 1816

S aver) of the present seas
. . its characteristics,
e gathered for your readers some rellable facts
year 1516, Rnown ss “Ihe vear

it R

-

t during eac?
. . nild, so h so as to render fires
st nee \ s smber previous wase

with thea exceptior

every
both in this country
from England state “that it would
by the present generstion that th
vear in which there was no sums
corn ripened In the New-Englan
sm:;s adi;a.—mnosnt !':;\r:'fle’! themseives ¢
produc n 3 or the n of the s ; w7
It sold at from $4 to % a bushel Sy &=
September furnished about two weeks of ‘he
est weather of the season. Soon sztier the
{ddle It became very cold and frosty. jce formad
quarter of an Inch thick

October produced more than ts shars of eold
weather: frost and ice common
November was cold and bdluster'ng Snow fall 0

s to make good sleighing
Iv;-k*embcr was mild and comfortadle

Fhe above ig a brief summary of “the cold sum
mer of 184" it was called, order to dis
tinguish it from the cold season. The winter was
mild. Frost and ice were common in every month
of the year, V Httle vegetation matursd in the
Eastern and Middle States. The sun's rays seemed
to be destitute of heat throughout the summer; all
nature was clad in a sable hue, and men axhibited
no Nttle anxfety concerning the future of this Nfe

The average wholesale price of four duﬂn{ that
year in the Philadelphia market was §13 a bar-
rel. The average price of &h t was

Globa vy
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