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THE ELKVEXTH-AVE. FIRE.
Flathoii.se in centre is the burned bulldinc

His Extraordinary Change of Mind
Regarding Tarnmany.

"Grout Roasted by Grout" /is the title of \u25a0

folder which nan been distributed by the Re-
publican Club. It tells In extract* from Mr.

Grouts speeches In the la»t campaign and ?r:r.
his extraordinary Irange of mind regarding
Tammany, and condemns him out of his own

mouth. Ht attacked Mr. Shrpard In aasi days,
declaring In his flrnt speech of the campaign.
Cooper Union. October .">. 1901:

Mr. Shepard was in admirable man. but his
nomination did not mean that Tammany had
bOM converted to a belief In the Ten Command-
ments.

In his second speech, at Orand Oiirr.il Pil-

ac*. October 0. Wl. he
-

Mr. Shepard tries now to make this a Bart*
Issue. Iquestion Mr. Hhepnrti'a shscvrtty In
raising the party issue. Ipropose to question

It out of his own mouth. Mr. Shepard sal last
Monday night. 'The Mayor should r-pres«nt
the welfare and sentiments of the people, and
no necessity tor plan Of State politics.' That It
In his speech of acceptance. The Mayor of thu
city "should represent no necessity or plan •>(

State politics." If that be so. who cares
whether the Mayor be a Republican or a Demo-

crat In State politics?
Every Tammany Hall head of department is

a Tammany Half district leader. Every Tam-
many Hall district leader Is supporting Mr.
Shepard, and is doing it for the same reason
that Mr Croker arid the rest are supporting him.
to make money, not to lose It. and will they
support him Ifhe is going to remove thr-m? I?

It conceivable that he could be »u-h a traitor to
the men that are intending to support him?

At the end of one of his speeches in the Cler-
mont Avenue Rink on October 14. 1001, he was

asked:
••Who elected you four yearn ago?" After the

uproar that followed this had subsid-d Mr
Grout sald:~
Itell you. sir, that Iwas elected in the Bor-

ough of Brooklyn; not by Tammany Hall.
n^vrr had an alliance with Tammany, and I
never will.

At Carnegie Hall on October 10. 1901, he said:

Iwould not be on the platform to-night Ifit
were a contest between the Republican and
Democratic parties. Itake the position Ido
because Tammany Hall is not the Democratic
party of New York.
Ibelieve It will bo possible to elect P*fb

Low, or another good man. and In time save
New-York, not for a day or two, but for a gen-
eration.

Ev-n this year, at the beginning of the cam-
paign, he wrote to Mr. Cutting:

The approaching municipal contest !s not a
fight between Republicans and Democrats, but
between citizens and upon purely locnl Issues.

(iIiOVT VERSUS GROI'T. and fusion success this ye^r can h-\v» n?> mor™

effect upon the Presidential election of next
year than the fusion surcess of two yearn ago
had up >n the State H-ction of last year. Th-
l^snfs to be passed upon nre those affecting city
affairs. They in nowise affect Republicanism or
Democracy-

There la a wonderful difference bettreen these

statements ar.d his latest edicts.

GENERAL SICKI EA !WIGHT

The Old Campaigner I.spec ted to

Have n Large Majority.
One of th* aasdaal battle* of ib« political ram-

palim I*in the Vth Assemhlv DtaOfCt, which takes

In !ow>r Fifth-avr. ..n-l Ih- Wasasna Si'iMTt
district, wb.r- Oiairal Dastt B

******** rl/;-

tor In BBSS* a military .ird political battle. ..i run-

rin« T.r ;.vi.rn-...n OB thfl fasten tlrhet :i«:i!-^
George s lYS*lll. who »vi« long been a «aloon-

k..^:..r.k.. :̂..r. On*-ral *ir*i**at the aaaaaass «f th«» P."-

puMlcans, c;-.z>n* Union and the tn<lcp«nd»n:

Democratic organization of the Vth District. Thi

district hi norßMny Republican by • sssal: p. Jr.:

Itr. Ernem Harrier, manager ft the independent

Democratic TKanlsatUw. osasj that General SlcasM
will v.'n plurality of I.off>.

QSSWfSJI MaM was horn near WaMhaaSjaSß

Pa»i.-ir» .in<l MnMtoi m X«w-Tork L'niversfy. il:
was ;i m"mb*>r of th* !otrtHl;«ture In I*t7. il<- w*<
ro"porrviinn Att-.rn.-y »t New-Tork in Win »ecr-_-
tan Si thf American ljfg>Km in Lonrton in .-..
Str'fe Senator in iSM and '.<>' and meraner of Ion-
Kr\u25a0•^- from IS^7 to IMI. H" *rili9t"d in the
army as a colonel of volunrr < rs. arid «TV.d .! :r
Ins M \u25a0•\u25a0 war. notably ai rz. wh-r* he l««:
•i \<*n He w«s retired at the .k«m- of the war •«
major <«n»-r^l. wa» appfintfj Mini»ter of tta
mit«» State, to Holland InlS* and "übseaurariy
lnit»d States Minister to MeTrtco. li!*».»• w»Jappointed rnlted STat«. Minuter to Spainu oB;l
served ror fn'ir y-»ir«. H- ••** a-pyoirxteiJ a;.-.:.

of N*w-Y'Tk bounty by n Democrat!.' fJov-r-.w.
?he. r^nation of Jan A K-.-k th« Tatnmar.y

Sh-rirr under charges, ar.d reorganized the offln
S

General fickle, was ei«t«i m«m>f^r <tt
'

»Sgrn

In l»2. He served al»f> as Mat* coaaassssasaw or
Cf;i.ortTerVs

re
O'Nclll. the Tammany candidate f-

a'rterman in the Vth District rained his first A,*-

fin^riofi In polttlf!. th«r«> as hark^^er m th", >-.

inn kept by Klmer \V. Brown at Blxth-ave. an-t
Kle"#nth-»t. Brown hart b*-»n x. •'\u25a0ajojaaaa of • . •

vi'teenth Precinct diirin« the inviilltasniiii or
Police Department by the legislative commr:.
known n% the (orr- on OiTn^. '>n r«t.r'.n« f." r.i

Jer^T-" there a, D«rke*p*r. in MLONei'.l was r.-.m-
iratrd as the Tammany candidate for alderman t \u25a0

the Vth District at** Charles P. Howland. ar I
wan a>f»»t*d by more than l>» majority. Sufcs-
ouently C became, th- owner of th# «a!oon at N
iis«liith-ave He was nominated for alderman a:
{he demand "of th- liquor dealers' organlzaf.on rf

th- -*nth Pr<»«-»nct.

GUESTS OF SIR HENRY IRVING.

Sir Henry Irvine gave * dinner to SSSM f. t

friends last evening in the blue room ->f the Mi;.-:

Antoinette. Among his guests «'re Mr. and Mr..

i..„>, n«rlr# Mr and Mrs L»:r»n Irvi-./t. M-.

and
P
Mr^ Lovedai. John Foord. Miss Lawrence sad

Ml«» Edwards.

Continued from flrrt pace.

o/k ffavt^rSfm
Store Closes at 6 o'clock

Battalion Chief Duffy was being driven in

another buggy, by his driver. Thomas Cunning-

ham, directly In front of that in which Chief
McKiernan was riding. The buggies were going

west through Thlrty-fourth-st. At Tenth-aye.

the motive power of the surface car lines is
being changed to electricity. There is a great

amount of debris along the block from Tenth

to Eleventh aye, and Cunningham drove on the
sidewalk at Tenth-aye. Chief McKiernan, who
was driving in his buggy, did not see the excava-
tion, and drove into it. He and a fireman who
v. as with him were thrown out and severely

bruised. The horse landed against a channel
mil, and was killed by electricity. Chief Mc-
Kiernan and his aid went on to the fire, leaving

the body of the horse and the wrecked buggy

in the trench.
COFFINS MADE OX SIDEWALK.

A grewsome sight was presented In the front
of the house. The. bodies were laid on the elde-
\u25a0walk, and as fast as a patrol wagon would
arrive it would be loaded with bodies and driven
to the West Thirty-seventh-st. station. There
the bodies were placed on cots, in cells and
each one tagged. As fast as an identification
would be mad?, the name would be written
on the tau. As goon as it became known that
tho bodies wen there undertakers began to
arrive in drove?. None were allowed to enter
the station or talk to the relatives of the dead.

When Coroner Bcholer arrived at the station
he telephoned to the Bellevue Morgue for twen-
ty-four coffin*. There were- only four coffins at

the morgue, but parts of coffins were sent to the
station, and the work of putting them together
\u25a0u;is done on the sidewalk, A large crowd
watched the unusual Fleht. The police finally
had to drive the crowd away, as Ir £rew so large
that the si ret was Mocked. When the coffins
v. re completed '

tdies wore placed in them.
The city hearse and patrol wagons took the
coffins to the morgue, where th^y were placed
alongside each other In the rotunda. The tops
of the coffins were left open, so that Identifica-
tions could be in.) i- Erich body was num-
bered and a sheet of paper giving the name was
pinned on the coffin. The coroner said most of
the victims had died primarily from suffocation,
although several had been burned afterward.

The house is owned by the Miller estate, of
No. 9 Broadway. The agent for the house is
T. A. 'ieoghegan. of No. 4»>4 Kiprhth-ave. Cor-
oner Bcholer said be ha«l started an investiga-
tion as to the cause of the tire.

CONVINCED FIIvE WAS INCENDIARY.

"The more Ifind out of the origin of the
fire, the more convinced Ian that it was
the work of an incendiary," he SOJd. "The fact
that it started at that hour and at no one ever
had any occasion to go into the woodshed shows
that there is something suspicious about it. 1
learned that the woodshed was full of barrels
that the boys in the neighborhood had put there
for a bonfire on election night. Mrs, Canneid,
the janitor, assured me that the cellar door had
been locked when she went to bed. and that no
one could have entered it excel irom thr main
hall on the ground Hour.
"Ialso found thai paper and rags had been

stuffed into the woodshed. 1 Inquired of many

of the tenants as to whether there had neon
any quarrels between any of them, but could
not find out that there had been. Ialso learned
that there had been no trouble with any of the
tenants because of non-payment of rent, which
might have been a motive for some one to set
the house on fir.-. Altogether the origin of the
fire is a mystery, and it will !••• hard work to
find out anything concerning it.
"It is an outrage the way some tenement

houses are made." he continued. In nine
cases out of ten when there is a tire in a build-ing of this kind half the people who are killed
are suffocated by smoke. This is because the
smok'- has no way to get out. There ought to
be some law passed compelling owners of
houses to establish some means of ventilation
that will allow the smoke from a fire in the
boose to pass out through the roof. Many lives
would be saved if this were done."

Deputy Chief Duane agreed with Coroner
Scholer that the fire appeared suspicious.
"Iarrived in answer to the first alarm," he

said, "and then the house was a roaring fur-nace from the third floor up. The flames must
have travelled quick as lightning to have gained
such headway in fo short a time, and that
means ihat it had been burning for some time
in the cellar before it broke out.
"Inever saw a fire in which so many means

of escape were present where such a loss of
life occurred as In this one. The jamming and
panic of the tenants, of course, accounts for
most of the lives lost, although the lack of
ventilation had a lot to do with It. A largo
number of those who were killed were suffo-
cated while they slept. The positions of th?
bodies showed this."
It was learned that "Barney" Hughes a

switchman of the New-York Central Railroad,
stationed a Mock away, had tried or severalminutes to alarm the tenants of the house by
battering on the front door, which was lockedbut was unable to mak» any one hear

The police .-ay that the house was known asthe House of Ail Nations." from the variety of
nationalities living In it. There are severalother houses In the block that, the police say
would Pr

°
V " be as great a fire trap as

.No. 4J6.
That had the hospital ambulances arrivedearlier than they actually did. many of thosewho succumbed to suffocation would be aliveto-day, was the substance of a statement madeby firemen of Engine 24 last ni^ht.
"The second alarm was turned In about 115a. m.," they said, "but it was 2 o'clock beforeany ambulance responded. Th.> tire patrolmen

did their best to induce artificial respiration
but they had several other things to attend to
and were not able to keep the breath in any"

The superintendent of the New-York Hos-pita] declared lust night that the hospital hadnot been Informed until 1:15 a. m.. when two
ambulances were sent to the lire. "It Is obvi-ously Impossible lie said, "for us to respond
to every 'second alarm.'

"
The superintendent of the New-York Hos-

pital also denied that it was etiquette to re-
spond to a second alarm.

"We received n call from the police, for an
ambulance," he said, "at about 1 M a. m. and
sent one Immediately."

Chief Owen McKleman of the Bth Battalion
was riding.

BrcjJvjy, tth avj. Sin .triJ lO:hFormerly A. T. Stewart & Cc
JOHN WANAMAKEIC

A Hundred and Twenty-four Patterns

Of CARPETS
Under-Price

They're just as tine Carpets, in their various grades, as the T>est
mills in the land are turning out today—

s.ime qualities, perfect in evrry nirti'

handsome patterns, in harmonious coloring,*, and wide variety of designs.
The only sajMaal in the world tor selling them under-jricr is hecausr of the

newer patterns that nrr coming;, and demand the spare they occupy. Not one

person out of n hundred could tell which were new patterns, if illwere mixed
together; and not more than tire people out of ten would select new patterns, ifthry

were all the s.itne price.

But we must keep stocks constantly nrw;hence these are to he hurried ont at

these decisive cuis in the prices:

tiPatterns of Axtninster Carpets

At $1.25 a van/, from $1.75
36 Patterns of Velvet Carpets

AI$1 it yard, from $1.50 and $1.60
AtSs<- a yard, from $1.10 and $1.15

69 Patterns of Tapestry Carpets

At 40 a yard, from 60c and yor
At 60c a yard, from epe

This offers a saving tl anywhere from fire to fifteen dollars on the carpet for
each room, according to the quality selected. and the number of yards required. A
Baring quite » >r'Ji ulnlr.

TaM floor.

Fine, rich-looking Black Mot
-

with satir.
stripes In various widths. Sorr* quite neat.

others with equal inch stripes. Six styles

in all: about fourteen hundred yards^
—

all

new and perfect; and. as course, all otH\
being regular dollar-fifty quality; suitable
for entire gowns or skirts

—
no half price.

Rotund;*.

All-black Pekin Moire at 75c. instead
of $1.50

Gun-metal Silks at 65c Instead of $1

Ju«t from the looms
—

seven neat styles of

Jasper or Gun-metal Silks that have be*n

big sellers at a dollar a yard. Th^re nr*

only twenty-five hundred yards to offer.

and Judging by the demands for the« we

could sol a hundred thousand yards or

more at this low price.

Rich French Silks
Fine Staple Silks -:-

$30,000 Worth for $16,000
The importer's selling-time often ends before the great popular

buying-time begins— because his customers must naturally be ready

quite a while before the public demand commences.
That is exactly what happened in this case.
The ehiefest part of today's quite stirring silk news is occasioned by our securing

three thousand yards of choice French Novelty Silks, from » famous importer, who

had them left on his hands, and wanted immediate sale for them. They are ex-

clusive patterns, as well as elegant and sumptuous silks—most of them being in

only one or two dress lengths. They include rich siik-and-velrrt novelties, and

double widthprinted Broehes, divided into these two groups:

French Novelty Silks at 51.50. worth 52.50 to 54
These include Pekin Moire. Taffeta Brorhe. Loulstae Broche. Louisine Imprirr Moire.

Pekin Plisse. Ondoyant Faconne. Loutsine Plouette. Satin Vigogne and other rich pla;

weaves, M Podd Silk and Peau de r,ant. Loulsine Cameleon— about twelve hundred yards

in nil. Allare new and fresh, and in choice colorings.

French Novelty Silks at 52. worth 55 to 57
These are some of the finest silks that come to America. surh as P»kln Velours, ftfr

prime Taffeta with velour stripes and figures, and 43-inch Loul.-ine. Tri.-otine. Damas-

qulne Liberty Satins, and similar weaves with medallion and other broche figures, and

various rich printings over all; these in a great variety of designs and color: a

rich Shantung applique in elaborate floral designs with choice art tints.

163 yards, were $6 1000 yards, were $3

638 yards, were $5.50 52 yards, were $7, note all $2.

Then here are the more staple Silks, on which the reductions, while not so large,

are equally remarkable:
White or Black Peau de Cygne at 95c,

instead of $1.25
Just eight hundred yards of a superior

quality of 24-inch Peau de Cygne In white
and black, rtch lustre. 50ft and mellow-
touch; one of the most popular of all dress
silks.
36- inch Blsck Guaranteed Taffetas at 95c,

worth $1.25
Three thousand yards of a splendid qual-

ity of 36 -inch Baack Taffeta, from one of
thY best manufacturer* In America. Th«se
hiive the Kuarantee woven ir white in the
selvasr**; an entirely new lot Just from the
looms. An excellent, bright and durable
silk.

Crepo de China at 65c, instead of 85c
Forty-six hundred yards. In plain Mack,

white, light blu* and a dosen other choice
new. liprht and dark shades. They are 23
and 24 Inches wide.

A PLAY BASED ON POE'S LIFE.
A dramatization of the life of K«Unr Allan Po^.

tinder the name of •The Raves
'

hag been written
by George C. Ifsosllail the author of "Mlstre*s
ffsfl." and will he produced coon under the direc-
tion of Maurice Campbell The. play waa accepted
more than a \. ir \u25a0•?.". BOd Mr Campbell has been
waiting to tlii'l none on< to taK.- the character >>f
l'oe. 11« has finally rhoaen Ptedertck Uewai and
It l.i txp'.-ted that rehearsal.- will begin at once.
Mr Lewis last y<ar played Oswald In übosts."
and has gin. appeared with Mt.-a Crosman ii, "As
You Like It, flaying orlaitUo.

THREE MEN BURNED TO DEATH.
Chester, Perm .Nov. 1—Three men were burned to

death early to-day in a fire that destroyed n boat-
boosa «t Rea!:ey-6t.. Delaware Rivrr. They were
Lewai Pierce, Bamnsl Lawr< and Fames Camp-
bell. ItIs fi'ippo.oed that one \u25a0if the men In hln sleep
upset a. tab> upon which a lamp was burning. Tho
Loathoucc «•*£ u&ed as sleeping <;uartera.

LOSES HIS LIFE, SAVING HIS HORSE.
I'tica, N. V. Nov. I.—Eugene Paumi-T, seventy

years old, died at midnight as the. result of being
fctruck by an electric car mar Rome while trying to
set his horse off the track.

King Cotton Comes to the Rescue at a Criti-
cal Juncture.

[BT T!LE'.nAPU TO TITE THIBCNr..1
Jaffcano. Miss.. Nov. 1.-This State struck hard

pan in its finances yesterday. At one time the
actual cash hi the treasury was only J.

1

10. but lrite.
in the day tl2.'iu>> was received on account of the
tsaio or a lot of the State's cotton. The Stats offi-
cials are much encouraged to believe that they
will be able to pull through because of ihe &alo
of cotton and the receipt of laaaa. When Gov-
ernor-elect Vardaman takes hold next January ho
win t- confronted by a. hard financial pr<!.:

MISSISSIPPI DOWN TO $210.

NOT CIIKAT TRANSPORT
W < miclit r« st our COM lrr.\ for this is our un-

niswn iMt araum.nt. Tho State or New -York
•SSbl cheap tcauapurtatiOO it ii.• <is. for Its com-
mercial BMsaCftty. the <:<v« lopmont of its Indus-
trtea .n.d ih" growth of iis bibm 111 1•••. cheap trans-

portatSon, Therefore it does not warn canal trans-
portatloo. fur it costs more mon<?y t<> carry \u25a0 lea
•1 coal, .ibashd <-f w::<'.,t. \u25a0 ilx.u^m.i feet of lum-
i<r <c an; Other quantity of any other sort of
mi r«-liiiinjK'by c;u ;,) th.m it '»<>,?! to carry the
bbbm nerchandljt* bj rallwjy. Tli>- rtgur. .« axe un-
deniable, th<' conclusl n I* Irrestetlbl*. It «l»ei» not
Baku uansportatioa cheap that tho greater part of
Its COBI H pai«'. OQI of Urn State treasury. It can-
not \u25a0 < ;i<:it too Btata or .it y part of it1., do so. On
the conlrxrv, Bach payment is \u25a0 loam, and \u25a0 loss
only.

BM v " rr<;.y be tol<l that all tills applies to the
pixawul can.-ii. Ii i..<s been "ne>:le<

-
t«'(i and per-

mitted I-> rail Into ;i Btata of dilapidation!" Will
not the ponding Mil bririg about entirely different
conditions to whVh these BrsnaMents <!o not apohrt

To t»is we rcpljr. first, thai it i? not true that tho I
pr-«;il c.itinl has bOBn :;cplecter|. It w.is never |
txfer.' In s<> Rood a c>nci:t!on as now. and can t-anlly
accommodate four times its present tr;iffl>. With
electric towage it can transport a heavier tonnaeo
than UM highest estimate for the barge canal.
Those who talk of the "neglect" probably do not
know that than Ins been expended on the present
Krfc Canal within the last twenty years a larger
j-u:n for alleaMd :«w work than has »>ocn paid for
repair! jukJ bettirmcnts en the mad bed of «ny
completed railway in the State, but that is the

:.!-« As:.l !:<:-<In is one of the inherent weak-• •\u25a0-••- of every canal BJTStem. The -.(.I bed of a
railway may be materially improved and its ca-
pacity Increased by Urn expenditure of a com-paratlw ly mall rum. {<<>: ever} lowering of aevery reduction of •» curve, every replacing
of lighter rails with heavier, not only produces
B valuable return at on*.-. but remains" In full ef-
ficiency arhen further Improvements can be made,
A final, on the other band. , .in only be improved
by entire reconstruction. The money spent in th«J
80-caflod "nine million lmr.roxement" was entirely
ti r.>%,-i away, and all must be abandoned and de-ptroyed if the barge canal l.« built, while It In turn.
will become worthless Ifit is ever decided to build at^.ip canal.

ANNTAI.COST OF NEW SCHEME.
As to the \u25a0pnlicaMJlty of the arguments already

set fcrth to a aarge canal, let us consider some in-
tvxesiing b»it quite simple figures. The annual con-
tribution which tha taxpayers must iiKLkc for in-
terest ami sinkir.p ixi-.A required by the pending
bill la (7.M17M a rear. Bj the terms of the bill
ten millions of bonds ara to ba issued at a time, and
*» this tax must «re into effect proportionately as
th* DOBda ar<- issued, we shall have to meet during
UM t- n yearn before the canal is ready for use
and tartns .i considerable part of which there willbe no car.:j< ta existence, because the bill pro-
vides for the sale of the present canal and appll-
'•ation of the pr<>eeeds to the new one, a series of
payment* eonml to five times this annual contri-
NlllOn. <•• ljftwe>n thtrty-six ,in<l thirty-se-.-en mill-
ions of dollar^, for arhich Utare <an ba no urn.
Then when the canal begins business, the whole
sum of rr.343.7i0 will be d;]<- and able .-very
year. The maintenance of th.> canal will cost at
least 13.000.009— 1ts advocates \u25a0emit that—or say n
round fl'i.ui'Unift in all It will t.ike some time to
construct a fleet of thousand ton barge* and tonoovcr and b;;11d up the canal traffic after a period
of total susnersioii .>f perbapa half a dozen year*but the payment of this ten millions a year will
t:-'t stop. It is certainly a very conservative esti-
mate to assume that thi amount that will bespent • fore th<- expectations of the sancuine ad-
\j.-ntes of \hr new canal can b<> realized will reach$.*.'."•".Oft i. all of which will be as effectually sunk
as if cast into the depths of the sea. And when the
anticipations are finally re.-ili7.ed. if they an- at all,
the highest estimate of traffic is twenty millions
tons a year. A payment of HO.OOi •««> on a tonnage
of twenty millions is exactly M nts a ton and
Ifthe nverncre distance is the same as now, as allth« barer canal men tell OS it will be. namely 150miles, tlien the ram which must be paid out of the
s»tate treasury will b< i-3i -3 of 1 rent, or .",1-3
mills a ton mil< \u25a0'. We have already shown that
the railways arc now carrying wheat from Buffalo
to New-Tork for Jl a ton, or !mills \u25a0 ton mil.'.The canal cost to the State, exclusive of what the
traffic ltfcif pays, will be Z\ Ofßti a bushel, or
DHM a ton trom Buffalo to Albany, in otherwords, the fixed charges, to be priid by the taxpay-
<rt for tlie eighteen yerirs which will he required
to take can of the debt, will exceed the total
cliarsre for transportation by rail nt the present
high rates. Ifany reader of The Tribune can figure
out \u25a0 benefit to the State of New-York from t"i'-h
.i proceeding, his mathematical ability is beyond
comprehension.

CANAL. DID NOT MAKE EXPIRE BTATK.
Ihava occupied so much spare that there re-

mains little opportunity to reply to th* peculiar
arguments by which this scheme is made to ap-
prar plausible to the public. But Icannot resist
the Imp;;!:-" to spfak of one which has been re-
peated in every variety of statement, namely, that
"the Erie r-irial made ICew-Tark truly the Empire
State, am? New-York city the commercial metrop-
olis of th* nation."

When any condition follows certain events It is
•\ery difficult to controvert th< assertion that Ibeoaprior events were th? cause, bur the Rase is quite
•:ifffrert i ten the condition precedes tne event. It
:? an undoubted axiom that an effect never canprecede a cause, and the fact Is that New-York
1 itv was the CMBBOfCfaI metropolis a generation
before the Erie Canal was opened The first cen-
fus taken after the adoption of the national con-
BsHtutton. in 1750, shows her fnr superior to any
Other city. 80-ton and Philadelphia did not "lead
her." ,ie \u25a0 manifesto issued by the Merchants' Ex-change, which lies before OK, assert*, but were
both tven then far in tha rear. Ana the canal did
not "raise N'-w-York to first place" In MM,still
five scan bef re th° Erie <'anal was opened. Xew-
Yf-rk ezcai Sed i"-.th <<( them together by 1K.605. ,^nd
in relative growth she did not gain upon th.m any
more rapidly after the opening of the canal thanshe did before

AS to tiie State Urn refutation is «til! more eon-
elusive. At the Itni •\u25a0• i". first rens-is. In 17!W
Kear-Totk acmuiad fifth pia ». betas exceeded inpopulation by Vinrinia by Wl.«Sft. but in th" nexttwo rieeades New-York cni- ISJ i>er cent, the re-minder of the T'nion only 75 per cent, and Vir-
| !• <d .itnitidslied to ]?.551. It, the nut dec-;..;•. froni ISM to USX when the war with Or*-at
Hntam paralysed the progrea of tlie eoantrjr, New-Yfirk BBined 43 per cent, the rest of the Union onljr
ILS pei cent. In UM Kew-Tork was th Empire
Fta^e. leHdinc Virginia ;>>• 3«>7.44»>. -•id she was prac-
tically the Umpire State ten rears before. Thefollowing decade. 100 to lS*/>. paw the of.ening of
the Erie Canal, 1ut its tr^nic •«•»«: so insicniricant
till nfter tMtt that it could hardly have been a
factor of sufficient in-.pomnce to exercise any ma-
terlal influence, and h<re tli" )• markable fact con-
fronts us that that decade was the l»s. one inwhich the BJTOWth "f the state of New-York was"

\u25a0 papM than that of the remainder Of th*>
t'nton down t<j ISA. l>urii^ the whole pert d
wh.-n traffic on the Erie Canal w.s greatest and
most impoitart. the rert of the Union tacreasedmore rapidly In e\ory decade than did o«r ownState The flriM ihowins perc-ma^es of in-rreaae ar- so BJffilflcant thai 1 rive th»m In de-
tail:

Xiw- n»st of
r>«"-ad». Tork. L'nion.

17. t« i«.<v» n 2 -.1 '.
mrr to r.r.l ... 4J» £»gj «:« »•

1 ;.•<\u25a0•\u25a0 M ]«> B*« S3 4'
IKW t^> I«V> ?e. A n 7
I>-4ii to 1*«-•»•> Ti "\u25a0 :72
}<:*. to is«» 2.'. | .:: 2

£lr,'# B 'fliTialt»««B J *JS<V) tr> IT'
"

U.S 24 .i
|8?A to IBM \u25a0<«;.« 82 1
IBM to ISM 1* ') \u25a0 6
lart la rjw> tf.l M

II would do\iV.']e!"> be liniust to claim that the
Brta ''ar.al htnfcrod the development of th*- Em-pire S;at*\ but surtly th« abrupt, almost Startling,
change from more rapid to slower growth, as com-pared to the rest, of t!:«» Union, precisely at the
point of tim" when the canal began to l"* 1 factor,
and continuing down to the very last decade, re-
fttteafl to utter {il.s^rdjty the claim of tin- .:::.al
men. Whatever <>th«r conclusions ire may adopt,
three things ire proved— the Erie 'anal did not"i,:ake -York the Umpire State." its influence
did not "stimulate. ..•r growth beyond that of the
oti.rr States.** and Ita passage into the condition of
Innocuous desuetude, which Its friends so 1 -in-.bewail, is not c^using her greatness to be "slipping
away from her."
Irefrain from consideration of th« multitude, of

bare assertions by which it is sought t.i bolster up
Una Kberae and Induce people to vot** for it—based
BOOM of ihrm upon guesswork, some of them upon
ISnoranea and soire of them upon deceit, but not
t>n« of them backed by facts. It is »nough to haveproved that, admitting every estimate to be correct
h: ] every expectation reasonable, it is a math

—
n-.atical tmpossibilttv that tha proposed barge canalcan return to the State, direct I) or Indirectly the
vast .m that must be expendeu ipon it. If in thef.i'-,. of Mi.h proof. BAT intellig,nt man shall per-
Ust in votini- for It, ha is evidently beyond the
reach of argument. JOHN" II'LATTPoughkiepsie. N. V., Oct », IM

'

cheapest and least profitable class of freight known
to the transportation business. On wheat the ™it-
way rate was :. cents ;< bushel, Including tne
charges for l;:in<llin«; .it both end*, ami If we place
tins ;it ;cents, it leaves 3 cents for actual trans-
portation. «>r exactly Jl » \u25a0 .]). which i.-.. In turn.

l1l1 mills .i ton mil» -less than half what the state
paid out of its treason for the canal?, mi.l less
than one-third of th- total cost <>: carnage Mf
< anal.

An accident occurred af Tenth-are. ;md TMr-
ty-fourth-st., which rt-sujteii In the death of a
horse attached to the buggy ja which Acting

Henry Clr rk. who li\es on the third floor.
Jumped from the fire f.«.-npe at the rear of his
rooms. He anded on bM feet 'n th« yard, but
was not hurt.

When Mrs O'Toole was taken to the street
she was breathing. Dr. Mllllkln, of Roosevelt
Hospital, administered restoratives, b t she died
In a few mil utes. Her son John was standing

near by when her body was brought out, ami ha
collapsed when told that his mother waa dead.
On recovering, he gaz>d at the body of hla
mother. WkOM hair was gray. He declared that

before the flre her hair had been jet black.

Mrs. Clark and her two sons were penned In
by flames ar.d smoke In their room in the front
of the third floor. They were rescued by fire-
men from tie front of the building Just as the
flames had reached their apartments.

James Lamb, a widower, and his four chil-
dren were rescued from the rear of the third
floor by Pat-ick Clark, a switchman, of IN .*:{.;

West Th!rfy-flfth-»t. He ran up a ladder, and
firM carried three of the children down. <>n»

Of them plaring his hands around Clark's neck
Lamb went down the ladder hlm^eif, assisted
by th» kWttCSJBaB, who also rescued the remain-
ing child.

On the second floor rear another Halloween
party was being held by Matthew Ba. ill.

' »
brother Martin Barottcfc, and the latter's sons,
Tony, seventeen years old. and John, thirteen
years old. There is n window In the hallway
on th<1 second floor, in the front of the house, to
which the Baxolich family went. They leaned
out and shouted for help, and were heard ny
Joseph Walters, a printer, of No. 422 Eleventh-
ave. As soon as he got a chunce Walters ran
up the ladder and rescued the two men and the
boy, John. Tony was t _n nowhere Insight. His
charred body was found afterward in the rear
of the hallway.

HALLOWEEN CELEBRATORY DEATH.

On the second floor lived Alexander Qulnn, his
wife. Mary Jane, and a young son. The man
and his son ran down the main stairway, and
thought the mother was following. Instead,

the woman grew panic-stricken and rushed to
the rear window. She stood for a moment on
the wir.dowsill, when a sudden burst of flame
pet fire to her dress. With a scream she jumped

Into the yard and lay stunned.
An ambulance, took her to St. Vincent's Hos-

pital, where It was found that her left ankle
was sprained, and that she was bruised and
slightly burn

Margaret ran to the roof, and was found there
by the firemen nearly overcome by smoke and
fright. She w;i., lowered over the roof and
dropped from one story to another into the arms
of a fireman standing on a scaling ladder at
pach floor. When she finally landed in the life
net it was found she had fainted, but a few

moment rest revived her.

This fireman, whose name could not r«e learned,

took each member of the family, with the ex-
ception of Margaret, and handed them to a fire-

man bel.r.V him.

The Jennings family had a miraculous escape.

They occupy four rooms In the rear on the

fourth floor. The family consisted of the
mother. Mrs. Mary Jennings; the father,

Stephen; Edward, fifteen; Margaret, seventeen;

Mary, thirteen. Sarah, oight, an.l Mrs. Julia Fits-
Patrick, a sister of Mrs. Jennings, and her
daughter Sarah, fifteen years old. All were
asleep when the alarm was given. Mrs. Jen-
nings had been ill.and her daughter Margaret

had been acting as her nurse. The girl was
awakened by the ringingof the fire engine bella,

and heard the tramping of feet as the tenants

rushed to the front and rear fire escapes. On
opening the door the girl was greeted with a
burst Of smoke and flame. She screamed loudly

end ran to h?r mother's aid. The rest of the
family did likewise, and the sick woman was
placed in the arms of a fireman who had

reached the rear windows by means of a scaling

ladder.

Fireman Thornton performed a similar feat,

and rescued two gir'iS from the fourth floor.
Lennon, driver of Ensine Company No. C4,

mounted a scaling ladder Immediately after he

arrived at the building and rescued a woman

who had fainted while leaning out of a window
on the third floor. Charles Grtefeer, of Hook
and Ladder Company No. 24. climbed up after

him and rescued a girlfrom the third floor.

Patrolman Terence McGowan. of the West
Forty-Fcvr nth-st. station, who was not in uni-
form, climbed to the third floor on the fire es-
cape and rescued Edward Jennings, fifteen years

old. who was bein* trampled on by people try-

ing to reach the lire escape. After carrying the
boy into the street the patrolman says he was

ordered away by a fireman wearing a white
helmet.

the roof, while the air was filled with screams
and cries from the fighting mob of men, women
and children inside the house.

MANY DARING RESCUES.

Fireman Murray, of Hook and Ladder Com-
pany No. 21. climbed a ladder to the second
floor and mounted to the windowsill on the

third floor front of tho building, where a window

was filled with seething mass of humanity

lighting to got out and jammed together.

Murray, when he reached the window, struck

all the heads of the men he could see with his

fists and drove them back. He then handed
down to the firemen or. the ladder below him
three women and a baby.

I*> ;:s at \h~ nuts"t inqiiir" into the reasons' r this fiiSferer.ee. A comparison at th« arpu-
*nrT*<- IknMkal *! • yy' ry ;it nee. Tha <i;ff^rfi.c«- . -r'j up in another question. What ocnfti-
lutat oaot of dosoJ traaoaoMstlaD? Vboo tha t^iis
-•:e remrivofl fror.i the c^r.nls of thla Sate the
1ranoattlon was pre:-« nt< J t--. the people and arpucd
by its promoters. ;.r.l \u25a0 arrled at tba p^Us \u25a0\u25a0 a
proposition tr> ojAaUUk • fr<-« smterways

"
"Free

c-»r.als" was the slogan of tho day. That word
\u25a0\u25a0?>«•«\u25a0\u25a0• 1 ar :''.i-.r'.r.z pound. It captured the
popular fatiey and won the popular approval.

Bm tad that the burden thus taken off the car.sl
traffi' rr-'>;;t a* assumed by the people i?-, penoral

was rar'fu^y kfpt in th<? ba<-Vcround. The fact
that canaJs "XMHf to x'.-.r tr;i^!' which va» to Baa. v<-;n BMOad

-—*
to t .\u25a0- pali tot By the property

msd the business rr.terprise r.f the State at In-re

which were not to use ;i<-n; was alioweJ DO pfel •
1n the, discussion. And the view thvn takfti w;ts

*»> assiduously Inculcated, ha? been so steadily
maintained, and even Insisted or,, thnt it appears

to have taken rucb full possession of the r.-Ta]

•Ldvocates that tVy never MKBjJT occasion or
any jantancef- reco^r.ize the \~nst r'.:rns whi^ h
have ever since been taken out of the of
the taxpayers and paid out of the tri;;?i:ry r.f the
Ftatt for the Fupport of the canals • .rt of
the cost rf transportation.

You may se^r^h their written arguments r.r.i
their speeches, and you will n< vor Bad any tOm-
•lor to th» con the canal itself or of it« main-
tenance as havir.p any r^lat^n to the Question be-

_^ fore us. Having declared the <-anal« to be "free."
they complacently assume that they maintain

Bf themsfKes. or tr.at Uhe money that It poured bjM

them by millions comes without labor or Farr..lco
or privation. as the dew from heaven or as the cojß
thst falls upon :he Just and upon the unjust.

We bold, Da the other hand, that what is paid
Bat construction of nr. BfttSdßl waterway, for its

repa.ir. Its rr.anapemert. its maintenance ar.d its
fmpenntenrience is prirt of the cost of its business.
We assert that to Ignore and disrepard It. as the
\u25a0nnal \u25a0 \u25a0 do. is as abfurd and a* misleading as
It would be to difc«;ard in the accounts of a
Tnaziuf*cturl£« lnduttry the cost of its ilant and
Che maintenai. of its machinery.

POST OF TRANSPORTATION.

The question, then. Is whether. »hen the State

paid ptM/M2i. »s it did m DBX to enable the
can&i boauntn to transport r..2T?,«U0 tens, it «a»
jiartof the cost ct cjdr.nl transportation or r.ot? Jf
It wa« not, then the claims niii.2e by the advocates
cf this new tiir.&l s-tend. <ar.al transportation Is
Skaan, and itciii \cry rc»c:.y br- made tiillcheaper
Vy the tame jjr^cess. ly Kttin« the Siate pay
more ar.'i the trade Ic^s Indeed. I•*• no rea-
ftcn why it may r.ot L<- made to disapptar entirely
t>y 2cttir*g tiic State pay it ail! Then the <"u:ais,

accorfiixi* to the idea of Uiclr advocates, would be
•free" in the fullest eci.se. free, for instance, as
r,re the pau;-ers in the alznshouscs. who rat and
Orir.l: a: \u25a0 BBjO9 B" h tn<

";' *'al' **n(J contr!V-:t«
Roihir.p to th«ir own f-upport. Jf tbto which the

ist^te pays iR no part of th- . ost of canal tr.ir.t-

jKrUtticM. then we have !<\u25a0> case. All the claims

cf tiie canal advocates must be conceded. The

benefits to follow from the cor.stru-t:cn of the B^w

«..'.d BVOttcr i-:;aJs are proved.
Bi;iifwhat the State paye par the <-ar,.iJ«- is part

oT their cost, thm car.::l transportation is not

chtui'. ar.d r.« poss: ..!•-• \u25a0•\u25a0 ,!•\u25a0'•. < make !t bi>-
p*-ar so It the State ex; enditure is counted in.

,].,;, ;• co: ts t7il~*! as mic 1!to transport a bushei

at t> l:«.-31 or a ton cf coal or a thousand feet of
bj&ioar from BuffaJo to »*--York b> canai a« it

ooota by rail; then the whole s'.ructura of canal

:r? ;m<r.t f.Uia in uf.tr ru:r.. as a house LuiJt
upon the sand, when the ra!;.s lOJOjHoI and the.
f!o<;s me and its foundation is dissolved and

•v rrr« eirri^d aa th» canals of this
\u25a0 •.'• :r.ifVi tor.-, and there wa«

Sjfj \u25a0• . tincasatt bj tha Btat< u.-y.?>.f:&. it
"bo ivrsi;' distance wr-.s ;jii mile*, as the Roos«~
vclt . orr.mifcKio:. state*, then th.- t^taie jaid <.« mills
H
, for i .\u25a0> \u25a0\u25a0 ot i^i>- fr"!?.:ht Tfie

Jlonsf.dt ( orr.niissjon reports the cost <' i.irri;«Kt

ra
., • \u25a0 . \u0084• O .\u25a0• lvnl

-
a ton mile. Tf MM

\u25a0 tor'tiicr, you wi.l fir.d that ti." tutjil ;?

\u0084.
, -. -. . •; . \u25a0

• to :».• Xaw-Tor* Cen-
tral Railroad tar all freisht carried, including its
\u0084-,.• . . d peris! •'.•<\u25a0.'\u25a0.-- only * 3 mills
a ton mile, uid it received t< r all i's freight an
fc-.-er^f- of i.4 n.lils :i UM n ..< out of that the
raliwey paid nli Ox \u25a0Kjwnwu of \,> »tern-.er.t» and
rt'L'.:h firfdendl rr, it? tct'tcK. interest on its bonds
and (J.C00.1 0. -r o\fr r'« per c<r,t. on its ctpttMl
C tasai The ,\' '<\u25a0' ..it of it,, treasury, as
fcbov« *U1 . '"• .-.\u25a0•'•''• El It pßWihla. if are
consider th'.s ::t ft!i. for Rl y man. OUllloo of a
lunatic *i^:iim or ;• canal bnprovemeoi l«apne, to

• • • :;< f:t< d the htate of
SCMr>Tork?

Ti« \u25a0 asa if- mado far Ktiumar when w< eoßawor
11 ( < iia'ttr of the fre.pht carried. That <m the
railway a« slati fl !

-
ri(d all Jt* tncßt costly «nd

«ftJuab'J« (Mgtl Chat uu Ui«. aM wax MBf ii-«

Reason* for Opposing It Set Forth
'

bij John I.Plait.
To the 1-W.tor of The Tribune.

Sir: The. miairaliiii ii hat ilio hnjior to bo the
wscrctary of the Fta:e BWtftN QoßOMtttM ta •\u25a0;

-
position to Urn b.r-o canal KhMth Th;»t > \u25a0»•
mince bjm ;i;>;>oirtvl *t \u25a0» RMI convention. heM
i.t h«MM; in response :«> a'c.i'.l from the

Rochcst<r <"!iari!*r of rommcrco. wl.icb w;is larpc-

ly attended by influential me-.. imp* -I"'-
'°

•".»nv

tofretV:or . > .. BOfJBTI BoT the •PottOfOJ «<f I*JO BUli
of Ncin-Yvk. .md !•• \u25a0 I\u25a0> Vli.vo.i that IN-

lnrarrii.z «\u25a0: :m I:Ui-M< <i:ies=s of ovor :i hu:»lr«-«l
ir.illiors Bh th-> LOHBllillOn of a bars* tanal

\u25a0SOdi li:• •" •'\u25a0 bor<!en upon all th«> interest* of the

Rtste \u25a0 : news <-f any possible Ix-nrflt tV::t

BatM
'

\u25a0 f "i it- Their BMdM btW bOM
\u25a0 \u25a0 umaamurt and. »n far \u25a0* 5^S2
than bm» \u25a0••>•! \u25a0 «-\st. -nis.l!.- effort to k<v;« theft1

rr?r,*\u0084.
•..;\u25a0•*.

-
from obtaining a hearing in the

c :ty which is no*t ir.tcroFtoJ. boflftDßs it M0have

IB pay n -..r'.y SI per <~r-t
****rost - !*"«•"•

»->h. "at thr Mtatt. to express \u25a0ny ihankf= to The
Ir.;unf for Pivitjs me the opportunity to address

Its readers • :; the si.'.Ject.
On Mnncn. t>ct«Nr IT.. Irr.rv.lrd to Henry W

Hcbert. h. irir.;n < f i^e Canal Association of
Orr:,:<-r N<-u-y,,rk. the following IttSaT:
etnir | remittee in OuUUttttfln *•**•

T'.nrp. Canal F ?.•nv . Office of Ihe >\u25a0;,
"'ri;i-J •

Pouphkeepsie. X. V. Oct. 2*. 1«U-
Kerry W. Hrhert. chairman Canal Asx'Oi-i":! •\u25a0!

••
\u25a0 >.w -York ,

TVar Sir: The asesUoa or the bnrit- car.:n IS \u25a0

\u2666njsin.-Fs cuosijoa pur«!y. having to <5o wttn tn

tnvcstm^r.t «>f iion'x Ifthat Investment prodooas
r.r, adequaie mum. it will benefit i!;e Ittte M|
rltyof N w-Tork. If.on the contrary. « ) T

"""lY;
« los<=. i! wi'.'i N« an tnjary to lb* State «r.<l city«f
Nrw-York hwt as every other ln\x«Un*iit in«i
<«n. s Ml pay is v tajury ta the lnvt-s:.-.. Tl>«
qaectlon if not a .j:,..-t;o:: of n^rtiMi^!1,

•iriuimcnt ot of ethics: it 1? purely si burtncM ques-
tion and to !)«• \u25a0=«•'!•••.: hy fart*< and lice's. "\u25a0"'
think that -,- will pay. ar,i therrfore will benefit
New-Tork. I!'<l!.'\" it c:< \u25a0

\u25a0 demonstrated inai

Jt T»::i nr>t pay. »nd therefore -WfJl ir.juro tlio <-ity

a? Nfw-Vork. uad th< Btata v well.
In other «-it'e»i th^ ("harabm of Oaoßmem nave

nrrar.c' <\ ff>r StaOßartoa of tv.c qi:r-sti--Ti, In nlii.n
*«rb tr-ide was rpprescjitod At many pl.t in lh«
lrterior of the ptato roar Maadattan or the Canal
Tn-.nrovrrror.t Aaaoclatinn of Huffal.i !i;«s invited
iruch discuysion. In fart, the ch;<mri""s of tho
rural <1 do not kr.on- what particular ofsanlsatfcMi
\hty represented.) l\u25a0..^^'' > been v»>r\- »-npi-r for s:;ch

flisruPKlor!. whi-h i? evidently the only fair way to
ertucate the p;b'!e or. Ili^ ?i:blect.
I«herpfore hereby Invite \ni t" s^ioct r r'-pr^-

rfntativr wh" shr.;i mr"! mo ta public discussion.
twfor*" the Kcw-Tork Produce Exdtance, or the
T'ew-Tork Chamber of <"orr.Tneroe. either of \u25a0which
<-*Ttn'n!y o;:cht to hr an in.parti.il and fair body,
the Interests of whose members *-<><j'.itre th*t they

should know all th" fact* ar.d arcumcrts oa botfa
rides, »>\u25a0 'i deride without hias or rni'ic'ico. Hc-
rr^ctfully yo;;rs. JOHN* I.PI^ATT. Secretary.

MOV A GOOD BUSINESS TROPOSTTIOX.
The hove «<\u25a0\u25a0;« forth the ground of nur oppo-

ritlon. We believe It can be demonstrated t^at
the burp* canal will not return, either to :h«» Stn?«>
«*r to the city. the money that Is !rv

-•
\u25a0\u25a0 <'. '• it. Mr.

Hebert has not chosen to reply to rr.y invitation.
snd ~h 1* rot the first one Hat h<» has ipnored.
When, at his request, the Produce Exchanpc ap-
pointed a committee on the subject Ipent to him.
and to most of th- members of that HIM a
tdmilar letter, askintr the opportunity for a fair
end Impartial discussion. To that Ireceived two
replies courteously cailinp me a liar, another fr^m
one of the most prominent member? statfnp that

he had declined to act on the committee because
he screed with me In opposing the bases canal
f^heme. but otherwise there mas as aatlo taken
of the matter. What *;.«= thus refused Ipropose
to undertake briefly In The Tribune, thouph the
auVKn is so lssaj that It can only be fairly <?!*-
posed of % a serifs of articles or a traolSM t^.at
v::i far exceed the Fparo al!"Wf d me.

The whole question depends \u25a0on the re'at'.ve
r'i<-apness oT tr.^nsport.-itinri. The arpununt of
rrrry advocate of the Vi^rp<- canal is br.se^ upon
tim ,»im that "water tKOßoyortsflOß is inherently
< hriprf tv.-in rdOway tsaßCportofldß.*" But v•\u25a0

rbwrv* that it is always • ter transportation"

Bf ajMdl t! «\u25a0>\u25a0 speak BOt c»r,al transportation, and
< -,r n&T if that »t.!l» wa'.T trar.pportatlon is

r on the lakes r^r en «h» high seas, v >re
!s no cam! tyat rnn transport ojNsIBBH a?

f v the Amfrican |OBS **fffl'railway
: '\u25a0\u25a0.in.

*


