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GENERAL VIEW OF THE IONA ISLAND NAVAL MAGAZINE.

ONE OF THE MAGAZINES DESTROYED.

SHELLROOM NO. 3, WHERE THE FIRST EXPLOSION TOOK PLACE.

MARINES LANDED AT COLON.

NASHVILLE'S MEN MAKE

BARRICADES TO PROTECT

AMERICANS SEEKING SHELTER.

i.ater Withdraxwn—Colo
A Junta and Cabine

mbian Troops Agree to Leave (ity—

t Named at Panama.

Fifiy bluejackets were landed from the Nashville at Colon, where great excitement

prevailed yesterday afternoon. The marines
and other foreigners who sought shelter.
Nashwille

Panama was bombarded by a Colomi

against this action. and the Colombian vesse

Recognition of the revolutionary government by the United States was asked.

threw up barricades to protect the Americans

The force was ordered later to return to the

ian warship. The State Department protested
I may be seized if the attack is repeated.
The

State Department was not ready to commit itself. but it is said that if a stable government

is established it will be recognized.

AMERICANS PROTECTE

D.

The Nashwoille's Men Land—No
Troops to Use Railway.

Colon. Nov. 4 —There was great commeotion
here this afternnon. The T'nited States gun
beat Nashville landed adbout fifty bluejack
ets and 2 qguantity of ammunition. and, while
the excitemern® was t 2 high pitch the blye-
jarkets guick laced es of rotton on the
teps of freight cars, forming excellent barri
rafes. Many »f the jzens were armed with
rifles and revolver S 1 Americans an
othar foreigners tonk r e on board the Ger-
man stezmer NMzrkoma 3. while others whose

GUARDING THE ISTHMUS.

!This Country Will Recognize a
| Stable Government if Established.

[FROM THE TRIRUNE BUREAT |

Nov. 4 —The probahle succese of
revolution in Panama is conceded by offi-
izals of the T'nited States Government While
this
intelligent anticipa-
tion,” according to 2 high official, has a consid-
erable naval force in the vicinity of the isthmus,
be able

and prevent the destruction of property

TWashington

forewarned of the pending revolution

government, as a result af

and will to maintain American rights

and loss
Although the position

of life in any emergencs

of the Unlted States will he purely neutral, the

presence of the extensive force required to ac-

- |
| co nd hay ve a beneficiz
Jives were threatened fiocked for sheiter to the | mplish the ends named may have a beneficial
| effect on the efforts of the revoiutionists, who,
St s At { :
. - after years of misrule, it pointed out. ara
At 730 o ck to-night the America e secking their independence i the best inter-
1z -kets retyurned on beard e Nae - { este of themselves and their own iocality
Colonel T greed, if eneral Tovar 80 | SUCCESSE OF REVOLUTION EXPECTED
ad ~ ® he T now at Tolan oan ‘ Expectation of the success of the revolution is
the Ro P . . cailing for 1 largsl based on the justice of the cause es-
{ agen " TOW Tt nresence of these | poused by the revolutionists, the unanimity of
THE CITY OF PANAMA
- . . ol ow e - R e b s
tr here i now the on difficulty In the wavr » peop 1 methods they have pursued,
of th - v 2t A1l the troops he fact that their object to command in-
ternational respect, rath an a petty political
- 4 . il ohes Somm  Clabnanbis ;
5 ; . s s gle., so often the cause of an insurrection
i v -— " te from along the coast in Seuth and Central America, the g"’ﬁ}si"ul ad-
— ad vantages of the isthmus, which is cut off from
T Prefect of Colon to-day received the fol- o cation with the rest of Colombia ex-
' wpt by sea, and the impoverizshed condition of
Jow er fromn ¥ mmar r of the Nasgh- . A
the Colombian treasury
. It is recalled that when the Panama Canal
. The condition of affairs at Panama. I am |, ..;. was being discussed Minister Concha
L Rt £ = en of the Co- A o % ¢
lombiar w at ( 1 to ti neighbor frequently asserted that Panama contributed
i 4 t bout onflict and threaten not less than S800,000 a year to the national
1h . 1 ur A transit of the isth- ,.venues, while it is known that the State never
:' g f the H '»f'. .~.»=,‘ received any adequate return for her generous
it 2 al ve therefore the i 3 i X -
he . lirected the su support of the Bogota administration In thﬂls
¥ the he must not | pespect, as in many others, the relations of
t n of the gov-  p.nama to Colombia and those of Cuba with
erny S
1] o3 . cine > 1 s .
Tru actic my part will meet Spain are singularly analagous, |ho.dx~mm d
it r r 1 a escence, 1 have the honor | penden having been systematically impover-
tt ished for the benefit of the home government.
JOHN HUBBARD
Commander, UU. S N MAY INSURE CANAL CONSTRUCTION
T ~ wat “arta ha eft 3
he n gunbnat Cartagena g Jef If the people of Panama, some 250,000 in
the harbor. he northeast. It is surmised | ,, ey, peaceable in character and as indus-
that she is going with all speed to Savanilia trious as the climate will permit, succeed In
The Colom flag st flies over the Pre- A cstablishing a stable government, as now seems
" likely. the United States will not hersitate to
fecture T fiag of ti w republic has al- ’ L
vy ; ool g i recognize its sovereignty, nor to make a treaty
ready made its appearance in Color whereby the Panama Canal may be constructed.
A ¢ h has been received from Bogota, | Such a treaty would doubtless provide for an
dated Nowvember 2. saying that Congress has ' annual rental of the canal zone almost sufficient
. | to maintain the new government, while the in-
closed without opening legisiation on the canal A o2 kg
terests of Panama and the United States wou
oy become so interwoven by the construction of the
Without the firing of a shot and amid scenes ' capal as to insure to the smaller power an in-
i - ot
Of grest enthusiasm the independence of the  tegrity and stability for which it could n
g he > e,
sthmus and the Department of Panama was OUherwise hop y
Two scrious charges rest against the Marro- |
declared last evening. The city of Panama 1s quin government as a result of the present out-
now in the hands of he revolutionists, and N0 ..ok one, that dispatches from this governs
serious attempt has bheen made Lo recapture it. | ment to the Nashville, sent Monday. and m(;
) . de - ce an
T ructing the commander to keep the peace
The Colombiar snboat Bogota arrived in the Strucuing e
J— = avoid bloodshed, were delayed in delivery: the
harbor after the declaratic of independence other. that the Colombian warship Bogota bom
and threw a few shells into the cfty without 'y .34 Panama last night, although possessing
a y ad-
doing damage to life or property there. In  no landing force or other means of taking

Colon to-night perfect order prevails, and trains

&rross the isthmus are running as usual without

interruption. 1Iv a the flag of the new re-

Public, in colc white and blue, floats
over the government bulldings
The move ment for ependence has been in |

Coptinued on third page.
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. "DEWEY'S WINES ARE PURE"
Buy of the makers.” *“We are the makers. "™ |
T. Dewey & bons Co., 136 Fulton 8t., N. Y.—Advi |

B

vantage of the ouicome of such bombardment,
which, for that reason, couid not be construed
as other than a wanton destruction of property,

maost of it belonging to innocernit persons.

WILL HAVE A STRONG FORCE FRIDAY.

According to the latest advices of the Navy
Department, the Nashville, with ap?“’“"""’“’
2G0 men, i now at Colon; the Dixie, with be-
tween 500 and 1,000 men, will arrive at that
port to-morrow, and the Boston. which has just

Continued on third psge.

ARMENIANS SHOT DOWN.

MORE LONDON

MURDERS.

Assassin a Suicide—Belief That He
Killed Sagouni.

London, Nov. 4.—The dramatic murder of
Bagatel Sagouni, president of the Armenian
Revolutionary Society in London, on the night
of October 26, was followed this afternoon by
the assassination of two more delegates to the
Armenian convention here, and the suicide of
the assassin. His death, though he has not vet
been identified, gives good reason to believe that
he was also the slayer of Sagouni,

The murders were carried out in a more daring
manner than was the assassination of Sagouni,
They took placa in the early afternoon cloge to
the Armenian headquarters at Peckham Rye.
The two victims were shot down from behind at
close range. The murderer fired twice at a third
member of the group, but missed him, and then
attempted to flee. Seeing that his escape was

cut off, he drew another revolver and com-
mitted suicide, using his left hand. It is con-
sidered a significant fact that the assassin of

Sagouni was also left handed

The names of the murdered Armenians were
Aram Grigorian and Sigran Szmician, and their
companion who escaped assassination was Rou-
ben Giabertian

It is believed that the identity of the assassin
may remain unsolved, unless he has been previ-
ously In the hands of the police. In that case
scars on his face may render identification easy.
A member of the Armenian Revolutionary Com-
mittee gaid to-night that the murderer was un-
doubtedly an Armenian, but not one of the so-
clety. He appeared, it was added. to be a man
from the interior districts

The
mixture A new light overcoat and a new black
derby hat gave him a respectable exterior, but
his serge sujt was extremely ragged and his
shoes were much worn. His shirt was chabhy,
while underclothes and of
quality. In his pocket he carried a cloth cap,
apparently that said to have been bhought by the
slayer of Sagouni on the night of the former as-

costume of the assassin was a curious

wWere new fine

sassination. It was much too large, and its size
It

is evident that the plan of the assassin in mak-

had been reduced by several rough stitches

ing his escape had been to discard his overcoat
the derby hat and to wear the cap.

This series of erimes in a hitherto quiet sub-

urb has brought terror to the Armenians, who
fear to lzave their headquarters except under
police protection T police, while believing
that the murderer of Sagouni and the assassin
of the Armenians to-day are identical, fear a
continuation of the murderous vendetta, and
point to the ease with which the assassin es-
ecaped them after the killing of Sagouni. Tt
indics they say, that the murderer was
harbored, and received another set of clothing
from accomplices A prominent police officer
said to-night

We are utterly n the dark regarding this
case Heretofore we have looked upon the

Armenians as an inoffensive class and have not

coupled them with Nihilists or Anarchists, with
whom we are well acquainted. There not a
man in Sco nd Yard who is at all familiar
v ith the Armenians in London. We do not

know where to hegin in the work of unravelling

these well arranged anid successfully carried
out kiliings.

The body of the murderer is that of 2 man
from twenty-eight to thirty-three years old, |
very dark and iloy Jie had a pronounced |

gged, circular mark, one and one-half to one
and three-quarters inches in diameter, on tha
right cheek, and on the front of the left tem-

rle were two brown oval marks, close together,

a half inch in diame

The ice took charge of the Armenian head
quarters at Peckham to-nigh No one was al-
lowed to enter or leave the ace. The authori- |

ties are clos
inside the he
rere will admit

ely examining the who were found
dquarters. None of the Armenians
they ever saw the dead man be-

fore.
REPORTED NAME OF ASSASSIN.
London, Nov. 5.—It is said that a letter found

on the Armenian murderer's body identifies him
under the name of Gorgie Yannie.
e

KRIKORIAN ORDERED DEPORTED.

Boston, Nov. 4 —Vahtan Krikorian, who was ar-
rested upe rrival here from Engl
on with the murder
has bee

was likely

¢ y to
He has exercised his right |

to appeas it} at Washington
korian i= in the custody of the Cunard Steamship
Company, to be taken back Saturda) Friends will
furnish a guarintee against his becoming a public

charge

SCARE AT PARK AVENUE.

Crossed Wires Ring Fire Alarms,
Flee.
An alarm of fire caused the five hundred

guests In the Park Avenue Hotel last evening
to rush to the street, some scantily dressed, and

and Guests

| it was more than ha'f an hour before the man-

and the firemen could convince them
1

Crossed wires caused
bells on all th

agement
that there was no danger
the ringing of the fire alarm
floors of the hotel.

The thoughts of the disastrous fire which oc-
curred in the hotel about two years ago were in
the minds of the guests, and they rushed out by
the scores.

Soon after 9 o'clock on every floor the fire bells
rang loudly, and the guests ran excitedly out of
their rooms to the elevators. The boys in charge
of the elevators informed them that there was
no fire, but they rushed into the cars and de-
manded to be taken to the ground floor. _Thén
they ran into the street., Many of the women
had dressed hurriedly, and were without hats
and coats. The men were coatless and hatless,
and asked where the fire was

When the excitement was at its height, fire
engines, trucks and the water t'J\\.I'.QSSele-i'd
in front of the hotel, and the firemen l'usr‘led into
the building. Battalion Chief Ross found that
some wires had been ecrossed He thouzht that
rats had eaten off the insulation.

e

Kri- |

| lead

MURPHY AS STATE BOSS.

LIKELY TO OUST HILL.

Senator McCarren Expected To Be
State Committee Chairman.

The decisive victory of Tammany Hall on
Tuesday and the absolute dominance of Charles
F. Murphy in his leadership of the organiza-
tion have suddenly thrust Murphy and his or-
ganization into the foreground as national fig-
ures. Even Croker In his strongest days never
had the power that Murphy now has. While
it is probable that in the stress of the hard city
campalgn Murphy has given little thought to
State or national politics, yet with the leader-
ship secured and an Impressive victory won
he can now rest securely on his laurels and
cast his eye further afield. That he {s so do-
inrg was intimated yesterday by some of the
Tammany leaders.

A State and national campaign is to be fought
next year, and Murphy and Tammany loom
large in the forecast of what is to take place,
wccording to Democrats not only allied with
Tammary but from other parts of the country.
It is known that Willlam J. Bryan had his
zgents here watching this election. Ex-Senator
Hill closely followed the trend of the campaign,
knowing it had a bearing on his future. Gor-
man, of Maryland, is also sald to have ob-
served closely the Tammany fight. Murphy, it

is universally conceded now, s a factor that
muet be reckoned with in State and national
politics

The politicians ara now wondering what will
happen in State politics. Hill, for so many years
leader of the State organization, was dethroned
by Croker and kept out of the leadership for
several Croker, at the time he warred
on Hill. did not have the power Murphy has to-
day. He forced the nomination of Augustus Van
Wyek for Governor and lost the campaign.
Then he forced the nomination eof John B.
Stanchfield for Governor and once more he lost.
Hill did not creep back into the leadership untijl
Croker had abdicated and gone abroad. Then
Hill last year nominated Coler for Governor and
with him. HIill has been
regarded as the likely State leader and the man
to head the delegation to the next national con-
Murphy's growing power, however, has
caused politicians to revise their opinfons, and
it is the bellef to-day that Murphy can be State
leader if he so desires, and thus become a na-
tional figure in a national convention and a na-
tional campaign L

It is generally known in political circles that
Murphy does not greatly admire HIill
of Brooklyn, the new Jeader there and
Murphs's ally, hates Hill deeply. It Is an old
fisht. Murphy, with no love for Hill, is likely
listen to MeCarren and swing away from
Hill's leadership. Hill's machine up the State is
disintegrated. Out of power for years and with
no federal or State patronage of any kind, the
machine has gone to pleces, and Hill can hardly
summon a corporal’s guard to his support up the
State. On the other hand, Murphy, with the
great city behind him, dominating everything,
with the Kings County organization, which was
a thorn in Croker's side, destroyed,
can do just about as he pleases. It is believed
by the Democrats that he will brush Hill aside

vears

went down to dffeat

vention

McCar-

ren,

to

always

and grasp the leadership of the State and con- |}

trol the next convention, electing delegates to
the national convention, take over the State
committee and dominate the next State con-
vention.

The plan, as outlined yvesterday by one who is
within the confiden
to make Senator P. H. McCarren chairman of
the Democratic State Committee, McCarren has

ce of the Tammany men, is |

shown himself an aggressive fighter and a good |

organizer.
executive committee of the State Committee,
Norman E. Mack, leader of Erie County, i= sald

He was formerly chairman of the |

to be a part of the combination and wiil remain |

as Natfonal Committeeman. Ex-Senator Murphy,
of Troy, i to come into the “combine,” and if

the Democrats should carry the legislature next |

vear he is gaid to be slated for Senator to sue-
Chauncey M. Depew. With New-York,

ceed

EXPLODING SHELLS KILL SIX.

IN GATLINGLIKE FIRE BRAVE MEN FIGHT FLAMES
AT IONA ISLAND.

Several Persons Hurt and Two Missing—Naval Depot Partly in Ruins
—Detonations Break Peekskill Windows.

An explosion at Jona Tsland, on which Is a
United States naval magazine, three miles from
Peekskill, vesterday, killed six men, wounded
several badly and destroyed completely two
shell houses, besides damaging two others. Two
men are missing. With a crash and a roar,
which shook Peekskill, the first snell house ex-
ploded and for an hour thereafter there was a
rattle of minor explosions and bursting shells,
sounding like the shots of a Gatling gun. Over
the island hung a great pall of white smoke
under which burst forth lurid flames which com-
pleted the work of destruction the gunpowder
had begun. Two bodies have been recovered.
An investigation is on foot directed by Captain
Merrill from the Brooklyn Navy Yard Last
night Captain Merrill said that until all the em-
ployes had returned or until the debris had been
cleared away, no definite statement of the cas-
nalties could be made, nor could the cause be
definitely learned

The explosion occurred while workmen wers
loading shells on a flatcar to take to a transport
which was to bring a cargo to the Brookiyn
Navy Yard. The members of this gang, save
one, were killed,

THE DEAD.

BROWN, FRED.
CONNELLY, JAMES, Peekakill.
GURRAN, PATRICK, Haverstraw.
LOCKE, FREDERICK, Peekskill.
MOREHEAD, GEORGE, Tompkins Cove.
WARD, FREDERICK, Stony Polnt.

THE INJURED.
BESKFEY, CHARLES, magazine attendant.
DANIELSON, , magazine attendant.
DOLLON, J., foreman in Ordnance Department.
FRIES, OTTO, gunner.
HEITZIG, OTTO, magazine attendant.

KEWLINE, , gmmner from the battleship Massa-
chusetts,
MUTRPHY, —, private of marines.

Of those killed, Gurran, Connelly and Locke
had been warrant officers in the marine service
prior to their employment in the Ordnance De-
partment. The two men missing are brothers
by the name of Kenney, who live at Verplancks.

Iona Island is a powder storage depot and
shell loading station for the Navy Department.
There are about one hundred and fifty men em-
ploved there, of whom some fifteen live on the
{sland. Gunner Otto Fries was in command.
There were half a dozen shell houses and two
large powder magazines on the island, and it
was in one of these shell houses, No. 3, that the
first explosion occurred at about 1 p. m. There
the gang of seven men, the six who were killed
and one Danielson, were working. Whether a
shell was dropped or there was a defective fuse
no one knows,

EXPLOSION AFTER EXPLOSION.

For an hour explosion after explosion eoc-
curred. shells being set off by the flames and the
concussion from other explosions. Shell house
No. 4 followed No. 3, while minor explosions oc-
curred in No. 1 and No. 2, taking the roofs off
them. It was after 2 o'clock before the rain of
falling metal had ceased enough to let the work
of rescue begin. Communication with the main-
land had been shut off, but a tug was dis-
patched to Peekskill to ask aid. Drs. O'Brien,
Hart, Fred and Percy Snowden, C. R. F. Green
and E. D. M. Lyon, and Miss Madge Barker and
Miss Catherine Finnerly, nurses from the Peeks-
kill Hospital, responded at once to a call.

Colonel Mills sent eleven doctors from West
Point under the command of Chief Surgeon
Haver, and two others came from Stony Point.
There were several who had been injured by

| fiying pieces of shell, among them Gunner Fries,

who had a scalp wound. His head was band-

| aged and he went on fighting the flames. The

Kings, Queens, Richmond, Erie and Rensselaer |

behind him Murphy would have no trouble in |

controlling the State Committee and the State
convention.

It may be stated that Coler, in the opinion of
rs, figures nowhere in this combination.
Neither Murphy nor McCarren has any use for
Coler. and he will be obliterated as a political
nit by the Tammany machine and {ts Kings
County ally. Whom the “combine” will consider
for Governor next year remains to be seen. One
of the most powerful leaders was asked yester-
day if he favored Grout for Governor.

“Not on vour life,” he replied. “That fellow
is a natural hurdler. He cannot see a barrier
without trving to get over. If we nominated
him he might jump into the Republican camp.”

It is considered more likely that McClellan
would be picked out s a candidate for Governor
or a man taken from the other end of the State

| who would be friendly.

{ carry them on

There Wwas talk yesterday that Cleveland was
to be taken up by Tammany. is was denled.
Tammany never had much use for Cleveland,
and the old sore is there. Murphy has taken up
Croker's mantle, and he has picked up many of
Croker's and Tammany's old feuds, and will
Tammany will have a powertul
voice in the next national convention, for Tam-
many's voice will be the voice of the New-York
State delegation, as it was sald last night: but
it is considered unlikely now that Tammany will
support the ex-Fresident. It is also considered
unlikely that Tammany will countenance any
Bryan plans. Tammany usually makes decals
before doing anything, and one powerful leader
saild last night: “"Let us wait and see how the
proposition frames up, and what we can get out
of it. Theie i8 no use tying up to any one or
anything yet.”

CROKER REPORT REVIVED.

Intimated That He May Return This Year—
Murphy in No Danger.

€0 far as could be ascertained no word came
yesterday to Murphy from Richard Croker in

Continued on second page.

wounded were cared for and the women who
lived on the island were bundled into the Pon-
tiac and taken to Haverstraw.

It was 3:30 o'clock before the filre was en-
tirely put out. Then began the search for
bodies. Two were recovered. That of Connelly
was sent to Haverstraw. The others are burfed
in the ruins, although the gunner and Captain
Merrill declare that it is only conjecture as to
their fate or identity. Cnptafn Merrill went
over the ground last evening with Gunner Fries,
who had already made a brief report to the
Brooklyn Navy Yard. Both refused to discuss
the explosion.

Many tales of narrow escapes are afloat. Pri-
vates Churchester and Hogan lay asleep In their
bunks in the barracks. A 16-inch shell. from
Shell House No. 4, came through the window of
their room, carrying before it a huge wedge of
stone torn from the parapet. The shell passed
clear through the bedciothes of a cot two spaces
from their own, which was fortunately vacant
at that time. The shell then lodged in the bar-
racks wall. The block of stone passed directly
through the lath and plaster as if it had been
paper. crashed through the wall of the adjoining
chamber and fell down in the yard, by a miracle
not hurting any one.

Gunner Kewline, of the battieship Massa-
chusetts, who was spending the day on the
island visiting a friend, was standing near shell
house No. 4 at the time of the explosion. A
flying shell cgught the top of his head, tearing
the scalp from ea. to ear After his wound had
been dreshed by one of the doctors, Kewline was
taken In a special tug te the Brooklyn Naval
Hospital

Of the wounded Dillon is the only one badly
injured. He is in Peekskill Hospital with a
faciured skull and bedy wounds, but, the super-

The Four-Track News for November is full of
articles of interest to travellers. all beautifully
fllustrated. Only § cents at news —Advt

intendent sald late last fight that he was
in !mmediate danger. He is consclous, but ree
members little about the accident.

REMEMEBERS ONLY A FLA4ASH

“I was on my way to gork,™ sald he, “neas
shell house Na. 3. There was a flash, I was hig,
and after that I don’t remember anything exe
cept their bringing me here.”

The bodies of Connelly and Morshead are the
only ones that have been identified

An inquest will be held by the coroner froms
Haverstraw, as Iona Island is In Rocklang
County. The officfal inquiry will be continued
to-day by Captain Merrill

The shells which did the damage ranged frong
thirteen inches down. They were fllled with the
highest power smokeless powder, which hag
come extensively into use since the Cuban war,
Fragments of them are scattered promiscucusiyt
all over the ten acres of the fsland

The Iona Island station on ithe West Shore
Railroad suffered from the force of the exploe
sion, detonations shivering into fragments nearly
every pane of glass in the building. Windows
all over Peekskill were shattered,

Small pieces of stone were hurled across the
Hudson. After the explosion a plece of heavy
glass a foot square was found Imbedded edgee
wise to half its width in a wooden post, the
projecting portion being unbroken.

A small panic was caused In St. Joseph's
Home at Peekskiil, three miles away, where the
child iInmates were terrified by the breaking of
the windows. Clocks for several miles wera
stopped by the shock.

On the island, besides Gunner Otto Fries Iy
command, and the guard of marines, ten or
twelve magazine tenders and attendants lived
with their families. The hundred or more work-
men lived in nearby towns and villages The
women and children were in great dagger during
the explosions, and with many of the workmen
fled panic stricken. Other workmen remaining
to assist the marines in fighting the fire and to
save the women and children.

QUARTERS OF MARINES DEMOLISHED,

Bulldings near the shell houses, including two
store houses for fixed ammunition, were riddled
with the flying fragments, and the quarters of
the eleven marines composing the garrison werg
demolished.

Between the two maln explosions was an ine
terval of several minutes The fire raged fom
several hours. The marines who fonght the
flames were in imminent danger from constantiy
exploding shells

No statement of the amount of explosives o
the island could be ob*ained from Gunner Friesy
but it is said that a large consignment of sheils

from the Alabama, the Kearsarge, the Massa-
chusetts and the Illincis were in the buildings
destroyed. About four hundred and eighty 13-
inch shells were on hand, it is said. A large
amount of fixed ammunition stored in two builde
ings from which the roofs were blown did no@
explode. The two main powder magazines were
at the other end of the island, out of danger.

According to the coroner of Rockland County,
Morehead was drilling a shell preparatory to re=
moving the explosive. He thought that the steel
struck the exploding cap and thus caused the
explosion.

Danielson, who was hurled upward againsg
the celling, alighted on the floor on his hands
and knees and remained in that position for
what he thinks was several seconds. He then
rushed out of the building.

He was not a moment too soon, for the sece
ond and more powerful explosion tore the
foundation from beneath the structure. The
whole building, made of brick and stone, rose
and then fell back into the hole made by the
sxplosion.

Every person on the island was panic stricken,
knowing that stored i!n the magazines werd
tens of powder, dynamite and guncotton,
enough to blow up the entire isiand. They
thought that the next instant their worst feard
would be realized.

WEST SHORE TRAINS STOPFED.

Trains on the West Shore Rallroad werd
stopped north and south of the Iona station fog
more than an hour until the bombardmen§
stopped.

The electric power plant on the island was dee
stroyed.

Dr. Stephen W. Douglass, medical officer at theg
naval station, was in Peekskill when he heard
about the explosion. He hurried to the rives
and tried to get a boatman to row Lim to the
scene, but no sum of money seemed sufficient ine
ducement to the boatmen to face the storm of
shells whick was still falling from the voicanoe
like island.

Determined to reach the island, where he knew
his services would be badly reeded, he hired @
boat and started alone on th: three mile row,
When he reached the pier his jands were raw,

Dr. Douglass, with ihe men whe stood fighting
the fire in the shellhouse when they thought
they were in danger of being biown to death,
:ero generally declared to be the herces of the

ay.

AN ENGINEER'S STORY.

The engineer of the compressed air locomotive
used about the works was one of the men who
escaped injury from the explosion and left the
island for safety. He was much agitated, bug
was willing te tell the story of the disaster.

“The explosion occurred in a shell house.” he
sald. “It has been used for a magazine for
about a year, and at the time of the explosion
sixteen men were at work there drawing the
chargee from old Spanish war shells. The firse
explosion sounded as if it were from an S-inch
shell, and I think the second was a 13-inch
shell. It blew part of the roof off the house.

“Of the men In the house only one escaped. I
think. I saw him running out of the house just
after the explosion, with biood streaming from
his face and his clothes torn. After the explo-
sion the flames spread to the next shellhouse,
which is about one hundred feert away on the
north side of the main thoroughfare. In it was
stored all the ammunition from the battleship
Massachusetts, which s being repaired Die



