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THINGS NEW, QUAINT ODD AND INTERESTING, GATHERED HERE FROM ALL QUARTERS OF THE

RISKING THEIR LIVES FOR FUN.
One of the most 4ifficult feats of mountalineeri ng in 1scent of the peak known as

the Great Gable In the Lake District betw Ke swick e photograph shows a
olimbing party who have Just succeeded in reaching th « es ‘\-wllﬂ on ():;- <m(nlt-
west fece of Great Gable. The mountains in the backzrou are the Scawfell range, where four
mountain climbers recently lost thelr lives.—(Ha rper’'s Weekly.
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| the mount kr Everest, which is
belleved to have no superior, and whose elevation |
h’m Worldls RCCOT’dJ Jlad( bZ’ is 20002 feet, belongs to & different part of
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A MOUNT KISCO PHILANTHROPIST.

| N

Atherton Curtis. a prominent officer in a New-

{ York manufacturing corporation, about two years |

ego established a country home on a farm a short

chester County,

around on account of his gifts to the village and
his interest in art and vegetarianism

Mr. Curtlz had lived near Mount Kisco only a few
to establish a free library and reading room. The
north half of the second floor of the Corporation
Hall was placed at his disposal, and he at once In-
etalled the necessary furniture, personally selected

name in any way which he could control connected
with his gift. He named It simply
lic Library and Reading Room of Mount
Since then he has added more than five
volumes to the collection and is increasing it con-

Klisco
hundred

distance from the village of Mount Kisco, in West- |
and has become an object of much |
interest to the people of the countryside for miles |

|
|
|
|
|

months waen he proposed to the village authorities |

and purcha about two thousand volumes of |
standard works, employed a librarlan and opened
the place for public use. He avoided having his

“The Free Pub- |

|
|
| stantly.
I Mr. Curtis not o provided the books and the
| furniture, but slso assumed the entire expense of
| condueting the li ich for more than two
years has averag ue of twenty books daily
and has furnls accommodations for Lalf as
many readers of rence works
A{h‘ he had blished the libra Mr. Curtls
| complied and had published a ¢ of the
! houl».s it contains. The edition wa § enouvgh
| to provide a copy for every home in Mount Kisco (
and leave, besides, several hundred copies for the |
accommodation of newcomers and of villagers who
from any cause may lose the coples first given
| them. The rules place avsolutely no re atriction on
the use of the library, except that one book must be
returned before another is taken out. Mr, Curtis’s
: aversion to display is one of the characteristics f
| the man. It } gradually dawned upon the vii-
1 lagers that self-glorification was furthest from his
{ th>n ighte in the bestowal of his gift upon the com-
| munity.
{  The catalogue clearly discloses the bent of Mr.
| Curtis’s mind. While standard works of reference
? and those devoted to science, history, biography
| and fiction are abundant, there is a strong trend
‘ toward art. and the number of works on animal
|

and plant life is large. With a knowledge that Mr.
Curtis is a lover of the beautiful in nature as well
as art, one cannot read the catalogue of the
| library he has provided for his nelghbors without
that flowers, birds, the green grass,
dumb animals and everything that
suggests these things in the fine arts, or their
sounds in music, appeal strongly to him.

When Mr. Curtis went to Mount Kisco, rumor, in
the ebsence of any knowledge of his pilans, habits
and purposes, at once became busy with them all
It was said that he or his wife had inherited an in-
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MACEDGNIAN BOMDB THROWERS

or eut ¥ nts writes: “All fighting s at close qua th rest
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come of $36,000 a year, which,
the bequest,

he was obliged to spend to the last

1

| cent. There are still a few persons who tell that

| story and evidently believe {t. but the better in-

i formed say of him: “He is cne of the fairest ar

| best of men. That he has ample means we all
know; how he came by his fortune we do not care
to inquire; for k"."""!l.‘l the man a conscientious
and generous to a fault and as inoffeusive even to
a degree bordering on timidity, we have no thought
that one cent of it was red otherwise than
honorabi He has a right to live without meat
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DEATHS BY ALPINE CLIMBING.

| Over One Hundred and Sixty

the Sport This Year.

Never in the his ne eclimbing have
there been so mar iceidents this 1 o fewer
than 40 having take place, resulting in the loss
of more than 160 lives. Las ear 119 people were
killed on the Alps, and, a rding to statistics, from

| the year 13¢0 to the present season 584 people have
met with fatal ts whil imbing

It is a remarkable fact that the majority of fatal-
Ities oceur to German and Austy clis
Swiss come € f w Italians,

English an tly, tt
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man idents have occurred,
when it is considered 1t jeast 100,00 expedi-
tlous are made each ! the number of deaths
Is not very great in comparison to !t iwumber of
expeditions made, especially when it is considered
that quits per cent of the people who climb
mountalr quite novices at the sport

The this year began early In May, the
first happening to a woman and her children, who

| were swept by an avalanche near the hospice

at the Simplon rh« na \ ienna merchant was killed
in the Tyrol, falling 1.0 feet while attempting to
climb without a gulde. Two days afterward a
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friends and neighbors who nis views on
these su °ts and his artistic taste

was a plateau out of which rosge two other sum-
| mits. One of these, 22,588 feet high, was ascended
by the whole party in less than three hours after
| the first rnn-; 1est. This marked the limit of Mrs
Work T Progres Leaving r with a g '
the doctor and two othe 1cked the ird peak.

Lives Lost in |
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ATHERTON CURTIS ESTABLISHES A PUBLIC LIBRARY
“HIS INTEREST IN ART AND VEGETA RIANISM.

In addition to the library which Mr. Curtis has
given for the use of the village. he has a still
larger collection of books at his hom2; and, judg-
ing from the titles in several catalogues of this col-
lection deposited in the free library, the works on
his favorite topics In that collection are numerous.
He also has a private art museum on his premises,
in which are shown many art treasures, both in the
form of prints and etchings and of statuettes and
groups carved from wood and ivory.

s eollection, which contains many etchings by
inasters, the number of Rembrandts belng par-
large and valuable, is housed In a sub-

the
ticularly

stantial and attractive stone bullding erected for
the purpose on Mr. ¢ is's place, about two miles
from the village. The accompanying collection of

Japanese and other carv in ivory, jade and
wood Is sald to be one of the most extensive and
costly private collectiona in this country.

Mr. Curtis has gathered around him a consider-
able eolony of congenial persons, among whom
painters and sculptora predominate. It is sald that
Tanner, the painter, is at work constantly in a stu-
dio extemporized for him In the loft of the coach

house of Mr. Curtis. Miss Peddle, who has gained
some prominence in ;v"]‘,\'l.rﬁ is said to be another
of Mr. Curtiss protégé These people practise
vegetarianism, but., it is sald, follow their own
tastes in dress, conforming to Mr. Curtis's fondness
for great simplicity Mr. Curtis and his wife, it is
said, dress only in black and white. One of the
village admirers of the tpie said of them

“They are the kindest., sweetest people I have

ever met. When they come Into the village in sum-

mer, clad in their simple garb and shod with san-
dals worn over their stockings, they look like the |
two flgures in Millet’s ‘Angelus.” They go to the
cily often, but they have never to my knowledge |
worn h sandals on such trips.”

It is said that when Mr. Curtis finished the build-
Ings on his p e he hired local workmen to paint
the varjous st He explained to them his
scheme of color, which was to harmonize with the
landscape When the work was done Mr. Curtls

viewed it from various points on his farm and de-
cided that the color of the paint was not right.
The buildings were painted over seven times, sald
the Tribune reporter’'s informant, before the color
suited the artistic taste of Mr. Curtis.
Another story of the painters is told.
that,

Tt 1s said
finding rat holes in some of the outbuildings,
the painters put into them a lot of broken glass.
Mr. Curtis, learning of the fact, required the men
to tear up the floors and take out the glass, lest
the rats should be injured by its presence.

Mr. Curtis buys all the goods needed for his fam-
{ly from Mount Kisco's merchants. Frequently they
have not in stock what bhe des , and he has 1t
ordered by them from New-York. His black cra-
vats are purchased by the dozen from a sample
which he furnishes. When he ordered blankets
lately he stipulated that they should be of pure
white, without the usual colored stripe near each
end.

A story of a farmhand employed by Mr. Curtis
fllustrates his kind and forgiving nature. The man
became Insane, secured a club and gathered a large
pile of stones, which he began throwing at the

es

HABITABLE GLOBE 1

G. F. WATTS'S STATUE FOR THE GRAVE OF CECIL RHODES.

o : . tue for the Matoppos, was viewed by many visitors at the cas
DAl ey before being shipped to South Africa.—(Black

{ses, In Parson’'s Green Lane, London,
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ONCE A HORSECAR, NOW “GOSPEL” CAR

Up on Morningside Heights men come and go, day
by day, to carve the stone for the great ( Cathedral
of St. John the Divine. For some of these It will
be their life work. And when the last stone has
been placed upon the tio of the graceful spire, tha
cost will have been $20.000,000 or more. Across the
narrow ribbon of the Harlem River, in The Bronx,
at the corner of the Boston Road and One-hun-
dred-and-sixty-ninth-st., stands a structure which

FREE LIBRARY

Given to the village and mainiained for it by Atherton Curtis

house, callirg on the i{nmates to come out and be
slaughtered. A posse of five men from the village
finally overpowered the lunatic
the village lockup. Mr. Curtis asked for an inquest
as to the man's mental responsibility, and when
it decided that he was he purchased
new clothing for the man and had him
committed to an asylum at his own expense.

Mr. Curtl in Brooklyn and {s now about
forty years old. ind his wife have no children.
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to gather this flower in nearly Inaccessible places.
During the t of August twenty-nine
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ell over a precipice, lelln‘ with Lim the guide
latz.—(London Express.
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GHOSTS OF ELEPHANTS?

A Superstition of the Natives of an Asiatic
Region.
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