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census, the number of women now working In
the country is about §.500.000. Of these nearly 2,000,-
%0 are employed in factories and about 500,000 in
trade. In the cloth factories, the leather and
paper works, even In the metal foundries, the
number of women employed increases dally. This
has, of course, been the case for many years in
the United States of America and Great Britain,
but, essentially conservative as the French are,
the radical change in the constitution of the
home wrought by the employment of women
outside that home could only be effected slowly.
In a land where the marriage institution is based
upon & financial partnership, each of the con-
tracting parties contributing his or her share ot
money to maintain the home, in the face of the
increasing poverty brought about by costly wars
and heavy consequent taxation, women have
fourid themselves reluctantly compelled to become
wage earners—if not in order to insure marriage,
at least to help support their families. While de-
barred almost every land from the heavier

in

na®es, smelting works, ete., tbe Introduction in
recent times Jf machinery into every branch cf
manufacture has benefited women by providing a
large amount of comparatively light work in
which care, patience and suppieness are more es-
And for such

sential than physical strength.
| work French women are better fitted than Freach
! | men.
: | In thus entering the lists with men, women have |

ced the market value of all labor, and

seriously redu

are the greatest sufferers in conse-
quence mparison of the rate*of wages paid
- to t cexes will show how heavily handi- |

| capped t weaker are in the struggle for life.
BLACK GLACE COAT. » average daily wage for a man
Trimmel with velvet, jetted motifs and tassels.

~—{(The Ladies’ Field.

FRENCH WORKING WOMEN.

About Six and a Half Millions in

is from % centimes to 2 francs.
s for a woman from 1 frane
cs; for a man it is double. In
a little higher than it is in
he prportion remains invariable.
n the textile manufactures,

than half of the total
h is the worst paid.
ke among the women weavers on the

is

sex

kinds of toil., such as work in mines, tending fur- |

centimes to 3 francs 15 centimes; !

agent, and honor the first choice that escaped
making a fright of me.

It's very much the same with furnishings and
other belongings. I should take a delighted Interest
In yours, as a whole (not in mi detail), b
they are yours, and you are pleased with them.
But 1 shouldn't care to choose them and I don’t
covet them! One of the chief objects of my life is
to escape from the tyranny of things. Come, T'll
80 to extrémes, here and now, in making a confes-
slon. I am callous about things; I have be:n called
so—by a relative, of course—with delightful frank-
ness. I simply don't understand why people should

used to support by giving private les-
sons. Now it is by no means uncommon to hear
one franc an hour (2 cents) offered for a lan-
lesson, and many women have been thankful
accept plain needlework which, by one whole-
sale house In Paris, is given out to “ladles only.”
scale of remuneration pald by this apparently
rhlhnthmplc firm is only equalled by the sweat-
ng

of certain firms in London. Handkerchiefs to
be neatly hemmed by hand are paid at the rate of |
10 cents a dozen; dusters, four cents a dozen: but- |
lers’ aprons, of hard. coarse cloth, at two francs
(40 cents) a dozen. French women claim that such
prices cannot be said to represent a living wage,
and call loudly fer reform. !
The cause of these abuses is variously explained. |
| It is generally said to be based on the fact that the |

| n of women are so much smaller than those ?f waste worry over broken china, when it Is nothing
| - " =
| e e, Marle Laparceric; who 18 foremost it | more necessary to daily living than ornamental |

china. 1 gather up the pleces, and say:
But it's one thing less to dust.”

You see how s=adly all this puts me out of sym-
pathy with my fellow mern; yes, not only my
fellow women! It was a man who called me cal-
lous. DBut, as a saving grace, I will tell you that
I'm utterly inconsistent. Let me once get a personal
notion about some wretched little worthless arti-
cle, and gold galore wouldn't buy it from me. I
imagine, for instance, that a certaln ring is the

this is only superficially true. While it Is the fact
that women require less substantial food than men,
and that tobacco and drink do not enter into their
| daily expenditure, it is also true. says Mile.
Laparcerie, that almost every woman in France
| has somebody dependent on her—aged parents, |
| young children, helpless brothers or sisters, and
yet what employer of labor ever takes such consid-
erations as these into account? The wage of the
| Woman remains stationary. notwithstanding her
i needs. In Mile. Laparcerie’s opinion the real cause |

Is that the openings for women are still too few,
| and that the sex has not ret learned the value of
i assoclation. Conscipus only of her own pressing in-

dividual needs. a ‘woman accepts the starvation

| wage held out to her. and by so doing destroys her-
If and her sister workers.

j he motto of the French syndicates, “To equai

is

lost 1 fall into superstitious despair.

without its corresponding weakness—or no weak-

“Too dad! |

symbol of a certain friendship; then if that ring |
All this |
goes to prove that we have no eiement of strength |

| work. equal wage "’ must perhaps under existing ness without its corresponding strength. You can
| conditions be corfSidered Utopian. and vet some-  ,u¢ it either way.
thing might be done by judicious legislation. Inter- My peculiarities will remind you of a certain kind |

| national treaties like that of 1889, in which Switzer-
land took the initiative. or that of Berlin, which
followed shortly after. did something toward regu-
| lating the conditions of labor, principally from the |
mnt of view of hygiene. The Labor Conference at
sle during last summer also accomplished useful
work. The ex-Minister of Commerce, M. Millerand,
has still more recently called public attention to
the urgent need of further regulation of the female
labor market. and in the front rank of reforms
called for he places the question of night labor.
But until the wom~n *hermselves make an effort in

of conundrum dear to the juvenile heart.
somgthing like this: *““What's the difference be-
tween a donkey and a lemon? You don't know?
Then I won't send you to buy lemons!" You prob-

with a fair amount of diserimination.
what [ like.,” as the Phillistine says in a picture
gallery. Howgartists hate that phrase! 1 under-
stand how :h;y feel when I apply it to a bit of
verse or a bit of sculpture, those being the two
arts in which I have genuine instincts.

It is |

ably wouldn't send me to buy a2 wedding present. |
Yet I have bought them, and could do it again, |
“I know |

the right direction little good will be achieved. The I remember hearing a talk on art by William M.

only real cure for the evil is ton. aud this 1s | Chase, in which he said that you would often look

the great principle that the woman's | over a house and find things pretty good. until

movement in France. ol B “that cussed thing on the mantelpiece glves it all
away!" I went home ifter that and looked around |

R for “cussed things.” 1 nearly drove the family

¥y trying to induce them to break or give away
some of their dearest possezsions.
some notion of what is good

You and I are old enough to remember what is
now called the “era of bad taste”—black walnut
everywhere. Rogers's groups and family Bibles on
hideous little tabies, and clocks and
to describe, set stiffly upon marble chimney pieces

LETTERS OF AN OLD MAID.

XVL
TO A MAN,

Dear Vernon-—I was ever so much interested in  richly ornamented with marble grapes and vine
¥Your account of vour bachelor apartments, with all | leaves. I remember our elegant lace curtains, don't
el M s . i : you? The pattern had roses as< large as cabbages.

the!r charming appol espe the books, | ° yfter all, 1 don't like ug s, bui 1 am quite
and you were right in su; ng tha Id ap- | willing that other people « 1 poesess the beauti-

ful things. and let me look at them—casually. not
as an exhibition. where you have to use a string of

or not being ex
am

preciate them all the more f
expensive or luxurious.

on-

Ob, yes, 1 have |

vases too ugly |

933 BROADWAY. 21ST-22D STS.
nymmmmmnmb:mwma-u.
gray at the front and sides,

SDIONSON'S
MARIE ANTOINETTE

frontispiece will restore the youthful appearance. It is so
dainty in efféct, so soft and close-fitting and so natural that

detection is impossible.
the latest style of dressing the

The low coiffure has become
back hair.

persons, while having an abundance of hatr for
dress their halr in this

Many
other coiffures, have not sufficient to
latest fashion. They will find

SIMONSON'S
LOVER'S KNOT
most satisfactory. It gives a graceful contour to the head and the appearance of a
luxurfant growth of hair

HAIR ORNAMENTS

SPECIALLY SUITABIE FOR, HOLIDAY GIFTS.

The finest collection of hair orname nts ever offered to the public—Genuine Tortolse

and Amber Sh-ll and Je:. Many unique and exclusive designs; some are plain, others
handsomely carved or mounted in solid gold—Pearls and Rhlnestones.

; O AGENTS.

NO BRANCH STORES.

— —
Bi-Metal & French Steam Coftee Fot Co. !
04S Broadway.
22 & 24 sts, N. T
THE GENUINE
FRENCH STE A
COFFEE PoOT

'~ FUR GARMENTS
Redyed or altered into fashionable

] THE BARKER FUR CO. 115 2 ;"}

| G. TOMEI, LABES e =

ISek St Cor. &%
! You furpish material: Sults, §IZ up. Jackets,

e highest per-
on in the art of
1 akineg Jdeclous

coffee. All genuine Skirts, $¢ M) material: Suits, $20 up. Perfect A8 guas~
w gtyle anteed.
rench Steam

Coffee Fots are
siamped oo the Lo
tom

ICE. HEINRICHS

Pa:is<+ New York

G. MALITO, Ladies’ T
171 & 173 6TH AVE,, COR. 12TH
You furnish the material. Tailor-made gowns

to

for fall a=d winter from $12 UP. Ready Suits n
Coftee Pots of stock, $14 UP. worth $25. Skirts $3 UP, worth §12. Ges-
S ments _rdered here ace made in the latest styles aad we

ant ‘e _an
missing parts re- ——

viaced. Solld Ster-
ling sliver-lined
copper tea kettles.
coffee pots

UTELY PERFECT FIT.

NOVEMEER LUCKY STONE
TOPAZ . Fidefity
GEORGE H. SQUIRE,

s complete housekeepin f
Special Coffee, 35 cents per .

Bach
Heirnrichs'

Rogers, S. Charles Welsh, jr.; Willlam F. Wilbur,

members and friends of thé Woman's College of
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Dempsey & C

Are showing many noveities
and inexpensive articles

FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS.
Stationery with ~monogram
or address can be ready for
(h-:stmas if ordered now.

NEW YORK.

Dowe, of Port Jervis; Mr. and Mrs. B. Devoe, Mr.
and Mrs. F. W. Devoe, of Jersey Heights; Mr. and
Mrs. J. H. Eden and Miss Eden, of Davenport |
Neck: Mr. and Mrs. Asahel Edmunds Miss Ed-

munds, Colonel Edmunds, of Ardsiev. er;!r;\luer:

R. Clifford Black, Willam R. Steinway, James 8.
Gilbert, Ross Ambler Curran, Ernest F. Slocum
J. Duane Taylor, T. Ferdinand Wlicox and Ei-
wood Roessle made up the floor committee.

| days dating from December 18 to January 2. inclu-

| ton by s
| ship to Nassau, San Salvador, Santiago and other

Edmunds, Mr and Mrs Johe seon. of Canada Fol 1 are the members: Miss Genevieve K. |
. ¢ Canada; ollowing ar .
Mrs. J. R. Hambley, Oscar Ho:{sog,u?en lsla‘nd, oy - Ao - e g o

Andrews,
Brewster, Miss Florence Beals, Miss May Bell, Miss

Clover Boldt, Miss

Mr. and Mrs. Raiph Rokeby,
S Kingsoridge, Mr.
Mrs. A. Day, Ml-sDAc‘li’er:'Q:n, n.{ h{‘wrn. i

and Mrs. Allen ‘omte, Mr. and | Madeline W. Barnes, Miss

John, Cx‘“hr‘;":“::_.id M;"r'; I(‘"‘ }-{ Graham, “Mr. | Natalte A. Bloom, Miss Kate A. Burlock, Miss
ggt'um:::cxr ana Mrs. Charles Henry, of );!nn- = Jennte Crawford, Miss Elizabeth Van V. Cock-
hattan; Mr. and Mrs Louls HATEN, M{;,{i}‘l. &% | croft, Miss Marie C. Chatilion, Miss Alice Byrd
B;,g’" . xﬁhh‘.“},k Aitred W. Briggs, Mr. and | cgok, Miss Fannie Coleman, Miss Alice F. De-
Mre Br!HasK!n, Mr. and .\md §‘ i -lfr'k-';;‘; g'}' ! morest. Miss Margaret Deyo, Miss Anna E. Don-
Mrs r. o s Mr. | morest, K

and Mrs 8 3 Biry. ws Mr. and Mrs. B. ¥. ald, Miss Cornelia D. Deyo, Miss Edith Eaglieh,
' m o .

Baltimore has been planned for the Christmas holi-

sive. The party is to go from Baitimore to Charles-

al train and thence by special steam-

receptions

points of interest. It is expected t
the places

will be given for the party at several
visited.

Parfumerie
Lubin

a guarantee of its exquisite, delicate
and lasting qualities.

Whelesale Depot : Geo. E. Evana, 3 W 3 B N. B

At the benefit to be given for the Pascal Institute
at the Waldorf on December 3 Mrs. Harmon Force
will be the soprano and Miss Carrie Bridewell, for-
meriy of the Maurice Grau Opera Company. will be
the contralto. Among the patronesses of the insti-
tute are Mrs. Charles B. Alexander, Mrs. H. O. Ar-
mour, Miss jda V. Ambrose, Miss Mary Ambrose,




