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HOW A TOWN ACTS IX AN EPIDEMIC.
BUTLBB, P£.Y.\\, IS PASSIXG THROUGH ONK-IJtOO

STRICKEN OUT OF ls.ooo POPVLATIOX.

financial and physical, of Plttsbur*. Harrisburg.
Lancaster, PhUadtiphJa and cities of the West,
BOt to mention smajler places in Pennsylvania.
Here In New-York the wave of sympathy for But-
ler ha-s caused a ri;plt in philanthropic circles.
From far and mar money, medical supplies and
trained nurses have been sent to her, until now
Butler has asain taken heart and Is anxiously
looking forward io a Jay ln the future when she
will be able to declare the last case "out of dan-
gtr."

Burgess W. If. Kennedy is confident that But-
ler will come ojt of her present trouble in fairly
good shape, and that. too. sooner than the pubito
generally expects. The genial burgess of Butler
is so sure the town is now able to stand upon its
own test that he sent out the other day. with
the sanction of the relief committee, this notice
to Mayor Hays, of Pittsbur?: "The executive com-
mittee desires me to notify you that sufficient
physicians and trained nurses are now on hand to
attend to required needs. Many thanks for your
great kindness in behalf of our city."

But Burgess Kennedy, or "Mayor" Kennedy, as
his fellow townsmen call him. does not speak as

PREPARING FOOD FOR POOR SICK.

When a town of 18.000 Inhabitants wakes up to a
realisation of the fact that 1.2<)0 of them arc sick
almost at the same time, that new victims are being

Q down every day and that an epidemic is
upon It. how does it act? A visit to Butler. Perm.,
Just now will show. Butler Is a town of that size,
not far from Pittsburg, and typhoid fever is the
tOOUTSje it suffers from. The sick list may reach
two thousand before the fever is stamped out.

One of the flr.=t results, when the population
: the rxtfr.t of the epidemic, was an exodus

\u25a0 ant girls. Increased wages were scorned.
The girls simply fioci. and the mistresses had to do
all the hard work of the household as well as njrse

their *U:k.
Next the farmers, who daily brought fresh butter,

\u25a01 produce, began to grow shy of the town;
and store produce had to take the place of dairy
products fresh from the farm.

Commercial travellers soon found they had noth-
ing to sell in Butler which could not just as well be
ordered by mail as by personal solicitation.

Tha trained nurse soon came to be as common a
sight in the streets as the letter carrier, and one
could hardly hire a livery rig for a pleasure drive

great many other streets in the eastern andnorthern part* of the city, which was increas-ing with amazing rapidity." was laid out. andon October B "an apparatus for boring waterimport,.! by Abijah Hammond. Esq.. from Bos-"
ton. at his own expense, was presented to thecorporation, who ordered an experiment to bemade on the lot adjoining the City Hall

"
There were 454 licensed taverns in the city in

ri'vfd Th" T .IroVenUe °f £7~l7~l5s was de-rived. The fees from Fly. peck Blip. CatharineOsweso and Hudson market,
-

£1.343 t":M
f
a;"l

-
»Mi \u0084n tacreateOt> ':'' lTßft O" •'- -7 -a museum wasaiiowea in the city n.i:.- r,r,sumal)lv

paupers were removed to Bellevue.
' vu'len »•

. On September 18 'the yellow fever nrev-.n.-Hin Philadelphia and eaSed great «PlaVm«
PlaVmfISV.Tork. Uncommon precautions were usedto guard against its importation, to preventallIntercourse with that city. The sum of $5 000was piven by the corporation to the distressedcitizens of Philadelphia, and the Bank of Newrork loaned them the money at 5 per cent"with this scare came another— "a battle offBandy Hook between the British frigate Bostona; -'1 the French frijrate Ambuscade, in whi( faboth were severely crippled."

On January 20, 17I»4. "the new almshouse inChnmbers-st. v.as . oatemplated. and a grant fora lottery to raise £10,000 for that purpose wasgiven by the legislature." a few days after themeeting at srhich action on the almshouse was
taken the patriotic members of the corporation
decided to extinguish as much as possible the
reminders of royalty in street names, and onJanuary I*4 "the various parts of a certain street
called Smlth-at., Williaro-st. and KingGeorge's-
pt., was ordered to be called "William-st. Broad-way, which was < ailed from Vesey-st. GreatGeorfre-st., was ordered to take the name of
Broadway in Its v.hole extent, and the con-
tinuous streets called Little Dock-st., Pearl-st.,
Hanover Square and Queen-st. were ordered to
be called I'r-.:rl-st." Shortly after this meeting
another attack was made on street names, and"Stone-=t., Duke-Ft. and the little alley to Han-
over Square was altered to Ptone-st. Verletten-
burgh. or Flattenbarrack-St, and Garden-st.
were altered to Garden-st. Kins-st. was named
Pine. I.ittle Que^n-st. called Cedar, Crown-st.
called Liberty, Prince-st. called Rose, and Bea-

PATIENT IN A FEVER WARD.
Room ln hour of the Misses "Wagner which has been turned into a hospital.

Th:s year the Tontine Association began the
w»"T:on of its "flee house on the corner of
v«V.Iv«V.I and Water ts. The organization was
\u25a0V-iMed in I7'^> a:»d incorporated in 1794 by a
noniDtiiy of hunts for the purpose of pro-

**•*\u25a0*Icentre for the mercantile community.
Ey the plan of the association each share-

holder select- a nominee, during whose life he
*\u25a0»* to receive his «-.jual proportion of the net

v?*****of the wtaLliEhment, but upon whose
f-ath his Interest reverted to the owners of the~ *•*aomin^K The original shares were
l«n* -

and held as p-rsonaJ estate, and the
:ro^ny m.v vetted in five trustees, who" hol<! th« prorerty until the number of

surviving nominee* was reduced to seven.•
hen th, whole was to m divided among the

-harehold.r. depending upon

1 -4v
*"•**++and three .hare, weretiibsrribed for at $200 and with this sumwr « F-V)«.ach. and with this sum•

Bf ground l«i \u25a0* »quar* was purchased

JZTZZLZ""***- The building was
-ted biat lad th. Merchants' Exchange

trO!U *•*»«* It occupied tlncete Ile'.c,utior.- a d;isp)da ted old buildingIn the
DOte. of Eroad-st. below Pwl-to the new
structure. Whea the old Exchange in W.M.
;"•* erected Jn IBS the building of the Ton-«r.e AMchttn wan put to other Data, and In
.ZlMi^ «as demolished !

"
make room for*noUicr Tontine Building

Oa Slumber '3). TO* Btate-st.. with "a

>!&rch 14, VTtS. marks the incorporation of
the General Society of Mechanics and Trades-
men. The object of this society originally was'
(hirelief of decayed and distressed mechanics

\u25a0Sd tradesmen." In IS2I the society erected
..h* Merhanics' Institute in Chamber?-.-- bo>
PBBHi Chcitham-Et. and City Hall Place, and a
school tad library were established for the edu-

cation cf its prot^jrfs. Later it erected a build-
'\u25a0r.f or, the corr.er of Broadway and Park Place.
part cf which -was occupied as a hotel In
183. Th* «hart»?r of the society was renewed
m April?,, l&ll.

Property on Broadway in 17f>l was not so
vj-luable as it is to-day, for "one hundred lots
of ground, in Broadway and adjacent streets, in
the vicinity of the New-York Hospital, 25 by 100
fee*, were offered for sale at £25 per lot." This
v«^r yellow fever pre%ailed in the vicinity of
Burling Slip.

Thr-ongh the operation of the Plate law passed

a ]v»r.. by which the proceeds of 500.000 acres
of land v.ere to be accumulated until the ir. ome

I pestca the <>f (SQyOOQt which should
pied t.i tliH ust-s of th-> schools of the

!.-,^ature« Efcrsj adopted for extend-

Duaoa Khaol system of the State. In- • the fund had rea?h«d the aof $1.20i>.000,
:<r\<\ ir:1522 \u25a0 'ha;ige of the institution made
th" school fund "inviolable and inalienable to

,mpasms." I"IBi2Governor Seward rec-
onmeaded to th* lee-.siauirc- in his message that

. • tssed pxt?:iding the common school
\u25a0

' iho to the city, resulting in
(bn tag of the Board '

'
Education, and the

1 meat •>* a. wise system
—

the separation

itaSa schools so far as the be-

l of State mon«>s went. The existence of

I B tool 801 • ty ceased In1553. and
. • -

\u25a0 iVreiongings passed to the Board
. tHon. Tbe chronology:

spirt! of pobtte improvement began to
*rA the.iiy to prow apace in1700. The

\u25a0 _ • \u25a0\u25a0 • : aas made in 1791, when

«*\u25a0 ripht ta fresh water pond (the site
Pi :-•-•: -•-• > W9M purchased by the corpora-

•.!.\u25a0>•
"

Two hundred yr-ars af r the
traden tai Ipo oa the island that part

the downtown district bounded by Broad-
I < '^r.ire-st. and Dunne and Worth

1 . . t>. a? a !a.k* of < lear water. The traders gave

ant Kalch. which was afterward cor-
Into Collect, and ••- called the Fresh
Por-'i. It was the fishing ground of the

.'•.-Yorker, as has been mentioned in a
pievious instalment. A swamp west of the Col-
i•-»• Mag away to the Hudson River• ar held :r< l^ase b) Anthony Rutgers on condi-

tion that he should pay for it "a -derate quit
:•*::.\u25a0\u25a0 and that he should

"
lear it and drain it

a year." It was a dangerous quagmire
to iran ajid beast, and the city officials never
Sntataad that Rutgers could fulf.l the E°eor.d
<ondition of his lease. Rutgers, however, perse-
vered, and drained the ground by cutting a
::: h from the Collect to the Hudson River. The
ditch afterward formed itself into a canal, which
way the source of much trouble to th*- present
cay city

t when improvements «crt making.

Toward Th* close of the eighteenth century,
when thr city was extending northward, the
pilHtlH of th»- Collect to some us»» by the people

I'.5 OOOSfderad. Its surface had been lowered•• Qm cuttir.K of th«» drain, and its natural
outlet had been dried up, leaving it, some
\u25a0hOOght, an ideal centrepiece for a park. Plans
sjfth this end in view were frequently proposed,

BBJ r.ever carried out. and by the year ISIO.
vrth tha ward march of the city, it disap-
p*-ar*r<i. Some trace of it may be found in the
cellars !n CnnaJ-Et.

hsd done so much for
hanged its nan-.e

to Urn
-

with the object-
idea of charity and riving to

• . \u25a0 :. which was
-

-

to be neglected. Public spirited citizens de-

sirous of providing means for the education of
neglected children called a meeting; in ISOS to

consider the question, and shortly after peti-

tioned the legislature for permission to incor-

porate * society having: for its object "the st-

tablishment of a free Pchool for the education of

poor children who do not belong to or are not

provided for by any religious society." On

April 0, ISOo, the petition was granted by the

legislature and the society duly incorporated.
Money was needed for carrying on the project,

una was lo be sought privately, so that it was

not until May 11». IS* th.it the society *aw

the Wmment rf its benevolent scheme, when

\u25a0 partxrents were rested in a house on what Is

now Madison -St.. and the school begun. So

anxious were the people to take advantage of the

v o-k of benevolence for the education of their

chaiw that It was only a riksrt time after the

tehooi lilliHlIlliwntv.hen it -.as overcrowded.

sad larger Quarters were, sought. Through the
\u0084 Of Ooloeel BeWIP Hutgers two lots in

Isenry-Et. were given to the ciety. and a por-

tion of the excire moneys was set aside by the

Ip-lslature for the erect-on of a building on

them P.-ncir.c tbe ..orr.pletion of the Henry-st.

\u25a0eSMOt. the corporation presented to the so-

ttj s baOOSI Iin Chambers-st.. and donated

SSCO to pet it ir. repair. By l>o9 it had become

too small to accommodate the pupils, and \u25a0 new

Fchoo! was « recU>d in Chatharr.-st. InISIO the-
rnerjtor.t of the Her.ry-st. buildingwas laid.
The necessity tor n-.or*- schools became appar-

.;.-. and in 1"»11 the Trinity corporation gave

two lots on the corner of Hudson and Grove
'r a third school. In ISIS and 1S11) two

\*r..an boots*' sw Iwailt. one en ground in

WiUiar.i-st. givn by the corporation, and the

tber ":' tbe Manumission Society on ground in
Mulberry-st.. "union cost |SldOQi M At this time
dss population <-f the city was 110.057. and in
ffpn had in< rfasf-d nearly \u25a0". !er cent, so that an

petal was pi\>n to the building of schools.
[j 1830 the H'Jc>i-:;-m. iwfKWH Mo. "•> was ready

to receive pupils, and in 1821 No. 4, in Riv-
st . corner of Pitt-st.. was opened. In

UJ*| Ni> ."., i;» Mutt-st.. between Spring and
uas erected, ;:nd No. <» was occupying

tl:e Alir^houfo. The following year No. 7. in
\u25a0 i-?t., betueeu Pump and Hester sts.,

\u25a0 IIn 1830 Vni. 8, la <lrand-st.. be-
\u25a0 0 LaVUgeas snel Wooster sis., was opened

• I'jpilr. la I*<'J7 three more schools were
one CXo- '.'\u25a0 Biocmingdale, one (No.

!<>» in Duane-st.. and ore <No. 11l in Woos-

John Kill lav "r. his first wlfes bed.
With his second wife's pillowunder his head;
His third wife's counterpane rnvered his hide.
And bis fourth w:f^ died of fright by his side.
Now. John didn't trade at Blank's,
Though his poisons will kill.

The house is full of arr.ica
And mystery profound:

We do not dare to run about
Or make ih«= slightest sound.

The doctor's been here seven times,

With plasters and all that;

Tl ere was evidently tomeihing doing
Woes brother Joined the "fiat."

Drjepist Blank sold the red fire and the arnica.

Little Willie is a freshman.
And wherever he is Been

He reminds one of the meadows
—

He is always fresh and green.
All th- nit that*! In the ocean.

Sprinkled over Willies flesh
Would not make no bit of difference.

Willie sJwajrs srUl t«? fresh—-
and vigorous, because he trades at Blank's phar-

rr.ary.

NOVEL FOHMS OF ADVERTISING.
"Spt.aklng of Ftmnse advertisement?." said the

senior from Cornell, "itIs not necessary to 50 to

the backwoods of ihe Middle West. Ithaca has a
druggist who brings his business before the public

in the local papers is a fashion wondrous strange.

Here are some of his recent efforts, which were so
striking that Iremembered thfm." And the stu-

dent then recited :

ailed Beaver." Th
"a ferry v I N'utten. oi
Irnor*s [sla
parties to . I At this time th
•was '!•\u25a0 ' 'd. The i
which !;-\u25a0: vue pun based

because all the horses were engaged for funerals.
The public schools were closed, business drooped,
and only the undertaker and the doctor were busy,
and the stores and offices fell largely under the
supervision of clerks, because employers were down
whh the fever. The bustle and activity which once
permeated the whole town cent! before long in
the hospitals and relief agencies.

When a Tribune reporter [sited Butler last week
the telephone rang in the council chamber.

"Hello," said a voice at the other ind. when
Chairman Moore, of the Citizens' Relief ommlt-
tee, took down the receiver.

"Please send a nurse to Mrs, Smith. Yes. she's
got the fever, and say, can you send some pro-
visions ai:d fuel, they're all out of 1 ings."

The chairman noted down the wants of Mrs.
Smith, togf.thor with the street and number, and
turned from the telephone with a weary sigh. it
w iihe fourth new cafe that day.• Ting-aling" went the telephone b«»U again. Once
more the chairman placed hi? ear to the receiver.
It was the voice of the treasurer of the relief
committee at the other tnd of the line this time.

"Just received a check from th* Pennsylvania
Railroad for $!,;>iO, and there's a special with twen-
ty-live trained nurses on its way from Philadel-
phia," was what he said. The chairman hastened to

break the good news to his associates, who paused
barely long enough to express their appreciation
before turning again to the work of aiding their
stricken townspeople.

Those were two out or many Incidents of a day
at Butler, where such a battle is being fought a3
has been fought before in few if any of the cities
of the United States. The town has seen one after
another of her citizens go down in the clutches of
the dread disease. And still she has battled on.
Her struggle has woa the sympathy and support,

cheerfully of tb* oituation at Butler an he writes.
"Business," said ho the other day, "In this town

Is bad. Now, Iam in the- livery business over
here; there Is absolutely nothing doing except In
carriages for funerals, and we can't get enough
for them."

Burgess Kennedy is a strong opponent of the
theory that the water supply of Butler is wholly
responsible for the fearful epidemic, and he stoutly
maintains that If this is the case the officials of
the Board of Health have been derelict In their
duty.

"What have they done?" said he the other day.
in answer to a question. "Well, about as much

1 as they are doing now. You can see there are none
f of them here." and he waved his hand toward

that corner of the council hall made sacred to
the presence of the Health Board by an iron
railing end a rolltop desk.

On the other hand, the health officials maintain
they did ail in their power.

When Mr Kennedy gets started on an expression
of his views en the -water supply, as related to the
typhoid epidemic m Butler, ha is sure of an audi-
ence.

"For there ain't no germ3on 'Bill.'
"

a* one- of
his admirers put It.

A comply Of business men clustered about as
tha Burgess proceeded to pull the stopper from the
water theory.

"Why, there were cases of typhoid here before.
ever we began using that Thorn Run water which
they say now was polluted," declared he.

"But here's the point,
"

added the executive.
"Suppose the -writer was polluted, which hasn't
been proved, was it the business of the water com-
pany to find it out? No, it was The duty of the
bonrd of health to see to it that Butler got pure
water. Suppose I sell you a horse. Am Iobliged
to tell you all the little outs about that horse?
Isn't it your duty to find them out? Now, if I
drink water"

"Has any one ever accused you of drinking

water. Bill?" broke in one of the listeners. Trie
Burgess accepted good-naturedly the laugh at his
expense which followed and brought the argument

to an end.
Many causes have been assigned for the epi-

derr.ic in Butler, which has now resulted in o\ er
1,200 cases of typhoid and about thirty deaths
from the disease. The first cause assigned, and
that still duns to l-y the majority of the residents
and physicians, was the -water supply. To Butler
is famished water by the Butler Water Company,

a private corporation. The supply was wholly

taken until a short time ago from Conequenessing
Creek, a small sluggish stream that flows down
from the hills above the city. On August 21, the
Boydstown dam, upon which the company de-
pended for its supply, broke. Water was then
taken from a small tributary of Conequenessing
Creek, known as Thorn Run. About this time
cases of typhoid began to appear in Butler, but
as to whether these cases appeared before or
after the taking of water from Thorn Run be-
gan is a matter in dispute, and whether or not the
water was impregnated with fever germs is also
a point on which even the physicians fail to agree.
By those who hold that the water was polluted

It is claimed that several families above Butler

"Anythingelse" Medicine, of course." suggested
the chairman.

"Yes. sir. and" The man hesitated.
Chairman Moore's ready tact spared th« appli-

cant the pain of the statement he had prepared to
maka.

"Many persons apply for relief direct to the of-

fice" While the chairman was speaking a man
past middle age addressed him.

"Are you in trouble, too, Mr. Jones?"
"Yes," replied the man. and there was a barely

noticeable quiver in his vases, "my wife is dew/a,
sir."

"You want a mnaal"
"Yes."

Chairman Moots, who is the head and front of
the relief committee, is a leading attorney in But-
ter. H G. Rattisan.

-
The Butler Her-

ald." has laid a?. ttoctal pen. to perform
the work of secretary of the committee.

"W« taaftt upon complete and accurate Informa-
tion." said Chairman Moore, "and if the helpers
come in -without it they are sent out SO investi-
gate again.

But the average resident of Butler takes no
chances. Distilled water has been brought into
town in great quantities. It ;s no unusual sight to

see business men going home at night with a couple
of bottles of distilled water, one on each arm.
The average housewife beetle well the injunction of
the Board of Health to boil all watir used, and it
must be a stout fever germ indeed that can live to
work evil in Butl-.-r now.

Many persona who conceive 1 the Idea of drinking
no water while the epidemic is on received a bad
fright the other day. when, at a conference of
members of the medical corps and leaders of the
relief workers, the question of closing all saloons
and bars was strlously considered on the ground
that promiscuous dr.r.king and insufficient washing
of the glasses sad bottles used only helped to
spread typhoid. One prominent doctor said:

"We will not object to the sale of whiskey or
beer in bottles, butIthink all bars should be closed
down until the epidemic passes." The proposed
action has not yet b?tn taken, however.

"Give us domestics!" is the cry of Butler justnow, rather than for medicines or money. Among
the poorer classes who attend to their own house-
work the discomforts atttnding the exodus of ser-
vant girls have not smb. felt, "out among those peo-
ple who have always depended upon their servants
there is now real distress. No sooner did Bridget
hear from her friend Mao that the whole town
was coming down with typhoid fever than she
packed her belongings and fieri. Trains could not
run fast enough to get big eyed Bridget and mor-tally terrified Mary away f.-ora Butler and across
the Allegheny into Plttsburg. It mattered not to
them whether there was typhoid \u25a0 th;.- family they
worked for. or if it were sot on the same street
It was in the city. That was enough.

l>r. Duvls, of Lancaster, president of the Stars
Board of Health. carcc tv Butler and said typhoid
is not contagious. But the doctor cwld not con-vince Bridget and Mary. •:• diiln't know what hewas talki:.^ about." th^y said.

"Didn't Mary's father die with It. and didn'tBridget have an aunt who nearly eau?ht it once-
TS—-rintnHuir Well, they -woohJ 'ike to know
how ion? ataca it w^m« amf|.lniij~"But, Mary: But BrfctCVtr • xpostulated their"*».'\u25a0"«. "*-<>-•t y«l pta*B ,tay? | am payingyou ro-.v J4.,v.ek> b,jr_ r,,

mak^ \u0084. \u25a0£? vn
r«tlso I*to t& Won't you atayr* In some Mat athigh as M was ntTsmJ. but to r.o purpose. Mary
and Bridget got out of Batter aa fits* a* steam
could take them.

Butler, practically deserted by rmm^nr% f-U
back upon the votonteer army . f Banes!

"And they have dose nobly." declared one of theprominent *omen of the dtj Urn other dayThose • man -who <-ame here to norm us havetaken hold, and Cone v/nrk which was not expected
of them. They have rer'orm'ed the duties of twowomen, anj mom U^y they will get their reward.-
"Iam sorry to sr,y. Misa BlarJi." explained one

-fi i?a*w?l5! «s™»*tte« officials, the other day.that the family to which you are assigned is
without a domestic. ft is through no fault of
th»:rs. but it will mean extra labor for you."

"<-•::. that will be ail right. Igit^ss." replied theyoung sane from Philadelphia. 'We expect such
things at a time like this."

A striking contrast to the courage of these
nurses is afforded by commercial travellers and
business rcer. from other places, who have busi-
ness interests in Butler.

"Those fellows are a chicken-hearted lot." said
one Butler business man. speaking of the com-
mercial travellers. "Before this epidemic broke
out. you couldn't keep them away from Butler
with shotguns. They hung around us like bees
around a hive. Now, we have hard work placing
what few orders we have. Wait until they show
their heads when this thing la over. We'll show
tb«m a trick or two. then. Ireckon."

The women of Butler have shown themselves
possessed of plenty of courage. No sooner was the
relief work organized than many of the most prom-
inent women in the Dlace came forward with an
offer to do all hi their power to aid in any way.

"They have done noble work," said Chairman
Moore of the relief committee, "not on!y by ob-
taining information concerning the spread of the
disease and wants of the sick, but also in toe dis-
tribution of supplies. The women are of great
help to the committee, because they can go into
sickrooms no man could enter, and get informa-
tion concerning tha real needs of the sufferers no
mar. could obtain."

One of the most striking illustrations of the sac-
rifices made by the women of Butler is afforded by
the. Misses Wagner, who. when the Butler Gen-
eral Hospital and the Emergency Hospital be-
came filled to overflowing with fever patients,
at the outa-t of the epidemic, threw their
fine house open as a hospital. The gift was a
godsend to th» relief committee, and was an act
which inspire! others to follow suit, until now
there is little doubt that all the patients can be
properly housed. The Misses Wagr.er. daughters
of wealthy parents, now dead, have been prominent
in charitable work in Butler for some time. Their
house, which contains sixteen rooms, is one of the
best residences in But. That the courage of the
sisters is not less than their generosity is shown by

the fact that, although a number of fever patients
have already been locate 1 there by the relief com-
mittee, they still continue to live at the house, and
are doing all in their power to aid the nurses in

the work.

who had typhoid fever allowed their- drainage to
run Into Thorn Run, and that in this "way the
germs of the disease were carried dowp to the
city. No claim is made, however, that the water
company had knowledge of such a state of affairs.
The company has now completed a fine new dam
on Thorn Run. filter beds have been put In. and
at the pumping station on Conequenesslng Creek.
about half a mile out from the centre of the town.
an expert bacteriologist is in constant attendance.
It to now asserted that whatever Thorn Run water

may have been in the past, it to now chemically
pure

THE PLAGUE.
This Is one \u25a0\u25a0' the oldest diseases known to man.

The Old Testament contains an account of aS
last one extensive and fatal epidemic of & disease
which appears to have been bubonic plague, sad
which was seemingly spread by infected mice.
After the epidemics of the Middle Ages, ending
with the great plague in London in !Sw. th* disssss
wis seldom heard of in Europe, and indeed it was
believed by many to hay« .i»*>d out. but for cen-
turies it held 113 own in t'entra.l Asia, and from
there was carried in IjO-i to Hong Kong Thence. It
spread to India, where its ravages were at on*
time so fearful as. to excite the horror of taw
civilized world.

Since that time the disease- has frequently threat-
ened to. invade the cities of Europe and Amaric*.
but although there have been lo<-alis<ni epidemics
of «uraci«nt seventy to .-nu.it appreh«-n«on. u«
the west coast of Mexico some months ago. Use
plague has never really gained a. foothold amon*
civilized peoples.

When the disease was tint studied by modem
scientific methods It was believed that only rats

and other rodents shared with man t.'ia undesira-
ble distinction of a susceptibility to piague. and is
was thought that wholesale destruction of the rats
would put an end to the disease. Undoubtedly
they are the moat commonly infected of alt ani-
mals and the most likely to carry the germ front
on« part of the world to another, but recent in-
vestigation in Hong Kons* has shown that chick-
ens horses, dogs, cat* and nearly all animals
livingin contact with man are equally nisi Simla
to the disease.

This (act complicates the problem of restricting
the spread of plague on land, but it remains true)
that rats are practically the only carriers of in-
fection on shipboard.

Plague attacks chiefly the natives in those ett!«*
where it prevails. This is not due to any innate)
immunity in the white races, but rather to ths
protective Influences of soap and water

3* lone as plague prevails in the East It will
de bllees he brought from tints to time to th» §•*-
ports of Europe and America, but a well fed sad)
fairly clean white population, living- under tne>
sanitary condition* prevalent in North Amertos>
and Northern and Western Europe, would asjRSS>
little to fair. «\u25bc«.! should It gain a temporary
foothold In the crowded foreign settlements of our
torso cities, as it is believed to have dose aom*
time ago in San Francisco Chinatown.— <Touth"«
Companion.

Considering th« number of people *ick the £eath
rate has not been high in But!er Thus far be-
tween twenty-flva and thirty persons have died
from, the disease. but OH physicians say the worst
is yet to come. In the majority of the cases the)

climax of the fever has not yet been reached.
Within a week many deaths are expected. Then,

the usual twenty-eight days will hay» elapsed in
many cases now In the first stages, and the real
battle of the army of doctors and nurses willbeg!a.

There are many In Butler who hold to a theory
of water pollution to which little prominence has
yet been given, but o? which more will be heard
in the investigations of the State Board of Health,
now in progress. This theory. In brief. to that th-»
pollution of the waters of Thorn Run was brought
about by the gangs of Italians employed m the con-
struction of the sew, dam and water basin. Thess
Italian laborers, they claim, to the number of 130.
were at work on Iks dam about a year. They
canape | in shanties ar.d dugouts on the steep hill-
sides rising on either side of Thorn Run. It to)

claimed that there was no proper drainage for th«
refuse of this encampment and that each rain-
storm washed It down the hillside into the stream
front which Butler was getting its water supply.

"They may taik as much as they have a mind to
about the water supply." said one man. "Iboilers)

the milk supply was not whollyright. For instance.
when this epidemic first broke out the cases wers
confined almost wholly to one part of the city,
where the milk used was nearly all furnished by
one dealer."

The fact that Butler's sewage drains Into Cobs*
quenessing Creek has givers, rise to a problem which
the federal authorities have deemed of sufficient
importance to investigate. There are several small
towns and boroughs below Butler that take their
water from the creek, and doctors agree that im-
mediate steps must be taken to prevent the spread
of the disease to these paces. Dr. John F. Ander-
son. acting director of the hygienic laboratory of,

the Marine Hospital Service, has been sent to Butler
from Washington to investigate the situation thera
and to Judge of the possibility of the disease spread-
ing to other States.

Among the offers of aid received was that of;

bankers In Pittsburg who are interested la the>
Standard Steel Car Company at Butler to Tpmii

13.009 In the boring of artesian wells. A concern in
Pittsburg manufacturing distilled water offered to
ship several carloads to Butler. The Governor has
placed COOO at the disposal of the 9t.«te Board of
Health for the prosecution of its work In Butler.

L'p to the present over $15.b«> has been received]
from all sources. It is estimated that between,
CO.OCO and J3i>.oi»> willhave been expended be for*
the epidemic has run Its course.

V.'bile members of the committee ar«. of mar as,
anxious that the situation in Butler bs painted no
blacker than it is. the exact number of sick Is not
yet known even to the committee, the ctty officials
or any of the doctor?. When the epidemic first
broke out calls upon the physicians were so numer-
ous that no accurate record was kept of them.
New cases are developing dally, although the physi-
cians say that now new cases are not developing
nearly as fast as had been feared. A conservative
estimate of the number of cases now In Butler is
said. on the authority of good physicians, to be>
X.200.

"But." said one physician, "you must always
count upon the secondary cases In. dealing with*
typhoid. Here, in Butler, these cases willprobably
begin to develop inside of a week, and IshJuldnoS.
be surprised to see them swell the total number of,

cases to 2.000 or more."

"Made by the artificial process from dMfßsal
water." and the waitress tv-sea her head with a do-
Aant air. which says better than words. "Anything
more?" The medical man. beaten, but still snags-
cious, takes a cautious sip of the liquid, sets 13
aside orders coffee.

The home of in© MUses Wagner Is to bo CSS*
verted Into a home for nurses, of whom there ar«
now about one hundred and sixteen in Butler,
from Pitta burg-. Philadelphia. Lancaster and practi-
cally an of the leading cities in Pennsylvania,

officers of the relief committee are much an-
noyed at the exaggerated reports which have son**
out concerning' tho spread of the disease.

"Why, only the other day." said one of them.
"Ireceived a letter from a friend in New-Tori. 'I
understand." he wrote, "that you have a, population
of only about twelve thousand in Butler, and that
I.SCO ar^ sick with the fever.' Now it is absurd, It
is wicked, for the papers to give people such Ideas,**
continued th« member of the relief committee. **Ws>
have a population here in Butler of over eighteen)
thousand, and only '..'.49 cases have been reported,
thus far by J. M. Leighmer. president of the Board
of Hsaittk"

"Provisions? We'll see that you «** them, and

\u25a0one fuel, also."
"Thank you. sir: the tnhh I*, wo *>**•ran *

trifle short, and wife well, sir. I'm afraid sha>

to In a bad way." There was » suspicions busi-
ness about the man's voice, and as ho turned to
go he fumbled the doorkno& In an awkward manner
whollyunusual, even in a man of his years.
"Insome cases." remark the chairman, a* ho

turned to file away the application, "'wo even have
to provide suitable bedding."

Some relief In the solution of the servos* prob-
lem was afford**! Butler late in the week. when.
after a diligent search, twenty-five girls were se-
cured from different part* of Western Pennsyl-
vania.

But another wholly unlocked for complication
developed when It was found last week that th»
fanners were flghtln*shy of tie town.

'No. ree. >>r don't ketch me in this town again
fer one while.' said one farmer. -Twelve hundred
dead, d'rer say?"

"No, no; just sick, that's a!!."
'Weil. Iguess they're about as good as dead.

That there fevr Is a buster when it gits hold on
a pi*. Ar.y sick in your family? little Ctrl,
hey' Vtf ra right sorry, but—well, good day
Glang there.' and, hittinghl3 horse a cut, that «M
man made for isafer climate than that of Batter.

Since then this farmer asxl others have kept
what they consider a safe distance between them-
selves and Butler, and lag result is tr.at the city
has suffered some \u25a0 its supply of butter. eggs) and
farm products, though not to an extent that Is yet
regarded serious ny the dealers.

Many of those who bellevo Butler's water asp-
ply to be responsible for the epidemic, and las/
form the major part of the citizens, axe availing
themselves of the offer of the mirror factories to
supply all who wish with distilled water. There
are two large mirror factories in the city,and they
an obliged to distill water In great title*, as
nothing but distilled water, absolutely free from Im-
purities, can be used in the . process) of aUvertagt
mirrors. These factories have their own dMfIKBS
plants, and n'-^aerou* daily calls are mad* open
them for the water.

"!s this water boiled?" is about trie first <rie«-
tipn asked by the average guest at the Butler
hotels Ism <2ay3, and the waitress snaps) hack.
"Yes, sir." as BSS sets the liquid before him. She
has be«:i asked that Question so many times within
the last few weeks that it annoys her. Bat this)
gtie*t happens to be orv of the visitteg physicians.
He. M particular.

How about the ice*"

GETTING LLIS DISTTLLEL> WATER.
•c«n» at the Butler mirror factory.

ALLEGED SOURCE OP THE FEVER.

Thorn River, whence- Butler draws its drinking water.
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