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to be neglected. Public spirited citizens de-
sirous of providing means for the education of
neglected children called a meeting in 1805 to
consider the quesjion, and shortly after peti-
tioned the legislature for permission to incor-
porate a society having for its object “the es-
tablishment of a free school for the education of
poor children who do not belong to or are not
religious society.” On

provided for by a

April 9, 1805, the petition was granted by the
i

legislature and the society duly incorporated.

Money was needed for carrying on the project,

end@ was to be sought privately, so that it was
not until May 19, 1806, that the soclety saw
the fulfilment of its benevolent scheme, when
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When a town of 18,000 inhabitants wakes up to a , financial
| realization of the fact that 1,200 of them are sick | Lancaster, Philad :Iphia
s same time, that new victims are being
lown every day and that an epidemic is
A visit to Butler, Penn,,
Butler is a town of that size,
and typhoid fever is the
suffers from. The sick list may reach

and physical, of Plttsburg, Harrisburg,
and cities of the West,

not to mention smajler places in Pennsylvania.
Here in New-York the wave of sympathy for But-
ler has caused a ripple in philanthropic circles.
From fa nd near money, medical supplies and
tralned nurses have been sent to her, until now
Butler has agzain taken heart and is anxiously |
looking forward to a day in the future when she |
wlill be able to declare the last case *“out of dan- |
ger."”

Burgess W. M. Kennedy is confident that But-
ler will come out of her present trouble in fairly
good shape, 1d that, too, sooner than the public
generally expects. The genial burgess of Butler
is so sure the town is now able to
own feet that he out the other day, with
the of the relief committee, this notice
to Mayor Hays, of Pittsburz: “The executive com-
mittee desires me to notify that sufficient
physicians and trained nurses are now on hand to
attend to required needs. Many thanks for your
great kindness in behalf of our city.”

But Burgess Kennedy, or “Mayor"” Kennedy, as

is fellow townsmen call him, does not speak as
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cheerfully of the e:tuation at Butler as he writes.

“Business,” said he the other day, “in this town
is bad. Now, I am

here; there is abso v nothing doing except in
carriages for funerals, and we can't get enough
for them."

Burgess Kennedy is a
theory that the water su
responsible for the fear

-

1

strong opponent of the
pply of Butler is wholly

il epidemic. and he stoutly

maintalns at if this is the case the officials of
the Board of Health have been derelict in their
duty.

*“What have they done?’ said he the other day,
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Who had typhold fever allowed their drainage to | “Provisions? We'll see that you get them. and
-

run into Thorn Run, and that in this way the
germs of the disease were carried dowp to the
city. No claim is made, however, that the water
company had knowledge of such a state of affairs,
The company has now completed a fine new dam
on Thern Run, filter beds have been put in, and
at the pumping station on Conequenessing Creek.
about half a mile out from the centre of the town,
an expert bacteriologist is in constant attendance.

It Is now asserted that whatever Thorn Run water |

may have been in the past, it is now chemically
pure

But the average resident of Butler takes no
chances. Distilled water has been bLrought into

town in great quantities. It is no unusual sight to
see business men going home at night with a couple
of bottles of distilled water, one each arm.
The average housewife heeds well injunction of
the Board of Health to boil all water used, and it
must be a stout fever germ indeed that can live to
work evil in Butler now.
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al corps and leaders of the
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and bars was seriously considered on the ground
that promiscuous drinking and ufficient washing
of the and bottles used only helped to
phoid. One prominent doctor said:

“We will object to whiskey or
beer in bottles, but I think all bars should be clesed
down until the epidemic €. The proposed
action has not yet been tak n, hoewever.
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run fast enough to get big eyed Bridget and mor-
tally terrified Mary away from Butler and across
the Allegheny into Pittsburg. 1t mattered not to
them whether there was ty phoid in the family they
worked for, or if it wer ot on the
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around a hive. Now, we have hard work placing
what few orders we have. Wait until they show
their heads when this thing is We'll show
them a trick or two, then, I reckon

The women of Butler have shown themselves
possessed of plenty of courage. No sooner was the
relief work organized than many of the most prom-
Inent women in the place came forward with an
offer to do all In thelr power to zid in any way.

“They have done noble work,” said Chairman
of the relief committee, “not enly by ob-
'mation concerning the spread of the
wants of the s . but also in the dis-
The women are of great
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mar d enter, and get Informa-
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1 ain.”™
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‘Many persons apply for relief direct to the of-
fice”"—— While the chairman was speaking a man

e
past middle age addressed him.
“Are you in trouble, too, Mr. Jones™"

he man, d there was a barely
rer in his voice, “my wife is down,

“You want a nurse?’

“Yes."

“Anything else? Medicine, of course,”
the chalrman. ’

“Yes, sir, and”—— The man hesitated.

Chairman Moore's ready tact spared the appli-
cant the pain of the statement he had prepared to
maksa

suggested

GETTING HIS DISTILLED WATER
Scene at the Butler mirror factory. -

e house, and |

caught it once™" |

patients can De |

fever patients |

some also.™

-n::ymur the grith is, we have run &
trifle short, and wife is—well, sir. I'm afrald she
Is n-a bad way.” There was » suspicious husii-
ness about the man’'s voice. and as he turned to
g0 he fumbled the doorknod In an awkward manner
wholly unusual, even in & man of his years

“In some cases,” remarked the chairman. as Be
turned to flle away the application, “‘we even have
to provide suitabie bedding.™

Some relief In the solution of the servant prob-
lem was affordet! Butler late in the weelk, wien,
after a diligent search, twenty-five girls were 8o
cured from different parts of Western Pennayl-
vania.

But another wholly unlooked for complication
developed when it was found last week that the
farmers were fightinug shy of the town.

“No, siree, yer don't ketch me in this town again
fer one while,” said one farmer. “Twelve hundred
dead, d'ver say ™

“No, no; just sick, that's all.”

“Weil, 1 guess they're about as good as dead
That there fever is a buster when it gits hoid om

a place. ny sick in your family”? Little giel,
hey” Well, I'm right sorry, but—well, good &up-

G’lang there.” and, hitting his horse a cut, the oid
man made for a safer climate than that of Butler.

Since then this farmer and others have kept
what they consider a safe distance between them~
selves and Butler, and the result is that the city
has suffered some in its supply of butter, eggs and
farm products, though not to an extent that is yet
regarded serious by the dealers.

Many of those who belleve Butler's water sup-
ply to be responsible for the epidemic, and they
form the major part of the citizens, are avalling
themselves of the offer of the mirror factories to
supply all who wish with distilled water. There
are two large mirror factories in the city, and they
are obliged to distill water in great guantities, as
nothing but distilled water, absolutely free from -

purities, can be used in the process of allvering
mirrors. These factories have their own distilling

plants, and nygerous daily calls are made upon
them for the water.

“Is this water boiled?" is about the fivst gques-

tipn asked Ly the average guest at the Butler
hotels these d: and the waltress snaps back,
‘Yes, sir,”" as she sets the liquid before him. She
has been asked that stion so many times within
the last weeks that it annoys her. But this
guest ha to be one of the visiting physicians,
He: is par lar

How about the ic

“Made by t& artificial process from distilled
water.”” and the waitress tosses her head with o @0
fiant air, which says better than words, “Anything
more™" The medical man. beaten, but still susple
fous, takes a cautious sip of the liquid, sets 1§
ide "and orders coffee.

The home of the Misses Wagner is to be cone
verted into a home for nurses, of whom there aFe
now about one hundred and sixteen in Butler,
from Pittsburg, Philadeiphia, Lancaster and pracths
cally all of ‘the leading cities in Pennsylvania,

Officers of the rellef committee are much ane
noved at the exaggerated reports which have gone
out concerning the spread of the disease.

“Why, only the other day,” said one of them,
“I received a letter from a friend in New-York 2
understand,” he wrote. ‘that you have a population
of only about twelve thousand in Butler, and thag
1,800 ard sick with the fever." Now it is absurd, 19
is wicked, for the papers to give people such idean™
continued the member of the reilef committee. “We
ve a population here in Butler of over ecighteen
thousand, and o 1149 cases have been reported
r by J. M. Leightner, president of the Board
g
members of the committee are, of course,
us that the situation in Butler be painted no
er than is, the exact number of sick i» not
yet known even to the committee, the city officials
the doctors, When the epidemic firsg
broke out calls upon the physicians were so numer-
ous no accurate was kept of them.
New cases are developing dally. although the physi-
clans say that now new cases are not developing
nearly as fast as had been feared. A conservative
estimate of the number of cases now in Butler is
sald, on the authority of good physicians, to be

of

that record

1,200

“But,” sald one physiclan, “you must alwaye
count upon the secondary cases In dealing with
typhoid. Here, in Butler. these cases will probably

begin to develop inside of a week. and I shouldno®
be surprised to see them swell the total number of
cases to 2,000 or meore."™

Considering the number of people sick the deatly
rate has not been high in Butler. Thus far be-
tween twenty-five and thirty persens have died
from the disease but the physicians say the worst

but

is t to'come. In the majority of the cases the
climax of the fever has not yet been reached,
Within a week many deaths are expected. Then

the usual twenty-eight days will have elapsed in
many cases now in the first stages, and the real
battle of the army of doctors and nurses will begin.

There ars many in Butler who hold to a theory

of water pollution to which little prominence has
yet been given, but of which more will be heard
int stigations of the State Board of Health,

now in progress. brief, is that the
pollution of the waters of Tho Run was brought
about by the gangs of Itanans employaed in the cone
struction of the new dam and water basin. These
talian 1 claim, to the number of 156,
wers at work dam about a year. They
camped In shanties a dugouts on the steep hill.
sides rising on either side of Thorm Run. It i
clalmed that there was no proper drainage for the
of this encampment and that each raine
storm washed it down the hillside into the streams
from which Butler was getting its water supply.
“They may talk as much as they have a mind te
about the water supply.” said one man. “I believe
the milk supply was not wholly right. For instance,

s theory, in

orers, they

on

refuse

| when this epidemlic first broke out the cases were

confined almoet wholly to one part of the city,

where the milk used was nearly all furnished by

urate informa- |
if the helpers |

dealer.”

The fact that Butler's sewage drains Into Cone=
quenessing Creek has given rise to a problem whichy
the federal authorities have deemed of sufficiens
importance to investigate. There are several small
towns and boroughs below Butler that take thely
water from the creek, and doctors agree that ime
mediate steps must be taken to prevent the spread
of the diseasa to these p'aces. Dr. John F. Andere
son, acting director of the hygienic laboratory of
the Marine Hospital Service, has been sent to Butler
from Washington to investigate the situation there
and to judge of possibility of the disease spread-
ing to other States

Among the offers of ald received was that of
bankers in Pittsburg who are interested in the
Standard Steel Car Company at Butler to expend
$.99 in the boring of artesian wells. A concerm In
Pittsburg manufacturing distilled water offered to
ship several carlocads to Butler. The Governor has
placed £.000 at the disposal of the State Board
Health for the prosecution of its work in Butier.

Up to the present over §15.060 has been received
from all sources. It is estimated that between
$20,000 and 80008 will have been expended before
the epidemic has run its course

Q

the

THE PLAGUE.

This is one of the oldest diseases known to mam
The Old Testament contains an account of a8
last one extensive and fatal epidemic of a disease
which appears to have been bubeomnic plague. and
which was seemingly spread by infected mice.
After the epidemics of the Middle Ages,
with the great plague in London in 1665, the disease
w3s seldom heasd of in Europe. and indeed it was

believed by many to have died out; but for cel=
turies it held its own in Central a, and from
there was carried In 1384 to Hong Kong Thence I8

spread to India, where its ravages were at one
time so fearful as to excite the horror of the
civilized world.

Since that time the disease has frequently thresls
ened to invade the citles of Eurcpe and Americl,
but although thsere have been localized epidemics
of sufficient severity to cause apprehension, as an
the west coast of Mexico some months age, the
plague has never really galned a foothold ameng
civilized les.

When t‘:eopd!m s first studied by modern
sclentific methods it was believed that only rats
and other rodents shared with man the unxdrg-
ble distinction of a susceptibility to piague, and I8
was thought that wholesale destruction of tho&

ut an end to the disease. Undoud
t'bocl;mupo the most commeonly infected of all
mais, and the most likely to carry the germ froms
one part of the worid to another, but recemt in-
vestigation in Hong Kong has shown that chick-
ens,  horses, dogs, cats neariy all animals
lUving in contact with man are equally susceptible
to the disease.

This fact complicates the gmhkm of restricting
the spread of D e on . ‘but it remains true
that rats are practically the only carriers of iIn-
fection on shipboard

Plague attac chiefly the natives In thoss cities
where it prevalls. This is not due te any nnate
fmmunity in the white races, but rather to the
protective influences of soap and water

8~ long as plague prevails In the East ¢ will

btless be brought from time to time to the ses-
&u of Eurcpe and America. but a well fed

ly clean white population, Uving under
sanitary coaditions prevaleat in
and Northern and Western Europe,
Httle to fear, evea should It
foothold in the crowded fore settlements of our
large cities, as it Is bellev to have done some
time :z in San Francisco Chinatown.—(Youth's

North
would



